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Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

August 16, 2026
10 A.M. Worship

THEME OF THE DAY (YEAR A)
In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for all people and that
God will gather the outcasts of Israel. The Canaanite woman in today’s gospel is a
Gentile, an outsider, who is unflinching in her request that Jesus heal her daughter.
As Jesus commends her bold faith, how might our church extend its mission to those
on the margins of society? In our gathering around word and meal we receive
strength to be signs of comfort, healing, and justice for those in need. (Lectionary
20)

PRELUDE Creating God, Your Fingers Trace Emma Lou Diemer
TOLLING THE WORSHIP HOUR

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your
burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,
and | will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit, your
sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.

Amen.



ENTRANCE HYMN In Christ There Is No East or West ELW #650
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1 In  Christ there 1s no east or west, iIn him no south or north,
2 In  Christ shall true hearts ev-’'ry-where their high com - mu - nion find;
3 Join hands, dis - ci - ples of the faith, what-e¢’er your race may be.
4 In  Christ now meet both east and west, in him meet south and north;
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but one com-mu - n - ty of love through-out the whole wide earth.
his ser-vice 1s the gold-en cord close bind - ing hu - man-kind.
All  chil-dren of the liv-ing God are sure - ly kin to me.
all  Chnist-ly souls are one in him through-out the whole wide earth.
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Text: John Oxenham, 1852-1941, alt.
Music: MCKEE, African American spiritual; adapt. Harry T. Burleigh, 1866-1949

GREETING

The grace of our = Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



HYMN OF PRAISE GLORY TO GOD ELW pg. 148
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.



PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with You.
And also with you.

Let us pray... God of all peoples,

your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach us as disciples of
your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, that your name may be
known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON / ANNOUNCEMENTS

FIRST READING Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 Pew Bible, pg. 599

The prophet calls upon Israel to do justice in view of God’s imminent intervention to save.
Righteousness and obedience define who belongs to the Israelite community—not race,
nationality, or any other category.

" Thus says the LORD:

Maintain justice, and do what is right,
for soon my salvation will come

and my deliverance be revealed.

° And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD,
to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD,
and to be his servants,

all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it
and hold fast my covenant—

"these | will bring to my holy mountain
and make them joyful in my house of prayer;

their burnt offerings and their sacrifices
will be accepted on my altar,

for my house shall be called a house of prayer
for all peoples.

® Thus says the Lord Gop,
who gathers the outcasts of Israel:

| will gather others to them
besides those already gathered.



Psalm 67

RESPONSE TO THE FIRST READING
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

(sung responsively)

' May God be merciful to I us and bless us;
may the light of God’s face ! shine upon us.
’ Let your way be known ! upon earth,
your saving health a- ' mong all nations.

’ Let the peoples praise ' you, O God;
let all the ! peoples praise you.
“ Let the nations be glad and ! sing for joy,

for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the na- | tions on earth.

> Let the peoples praise | you, O God,;
let all the ! peoples praise you.

°The earth has brought | forth its increase;
God, our own ! God, has blessed us.

’May God ! give us blessing,
and may all the ends of the earth | stand in awe.



SECOND READING

Romans 11:1-23a, 29-32

Pew Bible, pg. 921

God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are irrevocable so that, while all
have been disobedient, God has mercy upon all.

[Paul writes:] ' I ask, then, has God
rejected his people? By no means! | myself
am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham,
a member of the tribe of Benjamin. ** God
has not rejected his people whom he
foreknew.

*’ For the gifts and the calling of God are
irrevocable. *° Just as you were once

disobedient to God but have now received
mercy because of their disobedience, > so
also they have now been disobedient in
order that, by the mercy shown to you,
they also may now receive mercy. °* For
God has imprisoned all in disobedience so
that he may be merciful to all.

ALLELUIA VERSE (ALL sing) ELW pg. 151
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You have the words

of e - ter -nal life.

Al -le - lu - 1a.



GOSPEL READING

Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28

Pew Bible, pg. 797

Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather than outward religious
observances. Almost immediately, this teaching is tested when a woman considered to be a

religious outsider approaches him for help.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 15

Glory to you, O Lord.

['° [Jesus] called the crowd to him and said
to them, “Listen and understand:"" it is not
what goes into the mouth that defiles a
person, but it is what comes out of the
mouth that defiles.” ** Then the disciples
approached and said to him, “Do you know
that the Pharisees took offense when they
heard what you said?” * He answered,
“Every plant that my heavenly Father has
not planted will be uprooted. ' Let them
alone; they are blind guides of the blind.
And if one blind person guides another,
both will fall into a pit.” ° But Peter said to
him, “Explain this parable to us.” *° Then
he said, “Are you also still without
understanding? '’ Do you not see that
whatever goes into the mouth enters the
stomach and goes out into the sewer?

' But what comes out of the mouth
proceeds from the heart, and this is what
defiles. *” For out of the heart come evil
intentions, murder, adultery, sexual
immorality, theft, false witness, slander.

SERMON

*’These are what defile a person, but to
eat with unwashed hands does not
defile.”]

*! Jesus left that place and went away to
the district of Tyre and Sidon. ** Just then a
Canaanite woman from that region came
out and started shouting, “Have mercy on
me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is
tormented by a demon.” ** But he did not
answer her at all. And his disciples came
and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for
she keeps shouting after us.” ** He
answered, “l was sent only to the lost
sheep of the house of Israel.” *° But she
came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord,
help me.” *° He answered, “It is not fair to
take the children’s food and throw it to the
dogs.” " She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the
dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their
masters’ table.” ** Then Jesus answered
her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be
done for you as you wish.” And her
daughter was healed from that moment.

The Gospel of Our Lord!
Praise to you, O Christ.

Pastor William Jon Irons



HYMN OF THE DAY Healer of Our Every Il ELW #612
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give us peace be - yond our fear, and hope be-yond our sor - row.
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1 You who know our fears and sad - ness, grace us with your
2 In the pain and joy be - hold - ing how  your grace is
3 Give us strength to love each oth - er, ev - ry sis - ter,
4 You who know each  thought and feel - ing, teach us all your
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peace and glad-ness; Spir-it of all com-fort, fill our hearts.
still  un-fold-ing, give us all your vi - sion, God of love.
ev - 'ry broth-er; Spir-it of all kind-ness, be our guide.

way of heal-ing; Spir-it of com-pas-sion, fill each  heart.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: HEALER OF OUR EVERY ILL, Marty Haugen
Text and music © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 5. Mason Ave., Chicago. IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

THANKSGIVING FOR STEPHEN MINISTRY



PROFESSION OF FAITH—APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all
of God’s creation.

(after each petition) Merciful God,
Receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name
of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We share the peace of Christ with one another.



GATHERING OF GIFTS

Borning Cry David Christiansen

Scan here to give online.

You may also make your offering via US mail, or at: give.rlcplano.org,

Thank you!
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SETTING THE TABLE Let the Vineyards be Fruitful ELW #184
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Let the vine -yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
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all; u - nite them with the prayers we of - fer. Grace our ta - ble
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b, 1927
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray...Loving God,
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share freely
of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of
Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW pg. 152
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

“It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...and join their unending hymn :

SANCTUS ELW pg. 153
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Ho-1ly, ho -1y, ho -1y Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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heav’'n and earth are  full of your glo - 1y
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD ELW pg. 154
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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us. Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin  of the world; have
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of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

sin
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CoOMMUNION HYMNS Oh, Praise the Gracious Power ELW #651
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1 Oh, praise the gra-cious pow'r that tum - bles walls of fear
2 Oh, praise per-sis - tent  truth that o - pens fist - ed minds
3 Oh, praise in-clu - sive love, en - cir - cling ev-'ry race,
4 Oh, praise the word of that claims us as God’s own,
5 Oh, praise the tide of grace that laps at ev-'ry shore
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and gath-ers in one  house of faith all strang-ers far and near:
and eas -es from their anx-ious clutch the prej - u - dice that blinds:
ob - liv-i-ous to gen -der, wealth, to  so - cial rank or place:
a liv -ing tem - ple built on Christ, our rock and cor - ner - stone:
with vi-sionsof a world at peace, no lon - ger bled by war:
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We praise you, Christ! Your cross has made us one!

6 Oh, praise the pow’r, the truth,
the love, the word, the tide.
Yet more than these, oh, praise their source,

praise Christ the crucified:  Refrain

Text: Thomas H. Troeger, b. 1945
Music: CHRISTPRAISE RAY, Carol Doran, b. 1936
Text and music from New Hyrnns for the Lectionary, © 1984 Oxford University Press, Inc.

7 Oh, praise the living Christ

with faith’s bright songful voice!
Announce the gospel to the world

and with these words rejoice:

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copytight administrator.

TABLE BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray...Compassionate God,
through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your
love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you
have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us
now and forever. Amen.

14
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BENEDICTION

God Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, = one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN Creating God, Your Fingers Trace ELW #684
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1 Cre - at - ing God, your fin - gers trace the bold de -
2 Sus - tain - ing God, your hands up - hold earth’s mys - ¢tries
3 Re - deem - ing God, your arms em - brace all now de -
4 In - dwell - ing God, your gos - pel claims one fam - ’ly
0
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signs of  far - thest space; let sun and moon and stars and
known or yet un - told; let wa - ter’'s frag - ile blend with
spised for creed or race; let peace, de - scend - ing like a
with a bil - lion names; let ev - ’ry life be  touched by
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light and what lies hid - den praise  your might.
air, en - a - bling life, pro - claim  your  care.
dove, make known on earth your heal - ing love.
grace un - til we praise  you face to face.
Text: Jeffery Rowthorn, b. 1934
Music: PROSPECT, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
Text © 1979 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, 1L 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
DISMISSAL
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE In Christ There Is No East or West Jim Loeffler

15



Lutheran Church

Ministers

Pastor [ext. 115] Rev. William Jon Irons [pastorbill@rlcplano.org]
Office Administrator [ext. 110] Misti Retan [misti@rlcplano.org]

Director of Children's Ministry and Education [Ext 116] Betsy Boyd [betsy@rlcplano.org]

Director of Youth Ministry [ext. 118] Ann Loeffler [ann@rlcplano.org]

Director of Worship & Music [ext. 114] Jim Loeffler [jim@rlcplano.org]

Volunteer Staff & Leadership

Council President Kathy Barrett [kwbarret@verizon.net]
Council Vice President Karen Oehler [kloehler@gmail.com]
Council Secretary Beth Smith [fraubeth@att.net]

Council Treasurer Jan Frum [jlifrum@verizon.net]

Liaison for Worship Craig Hildebrand [cehildel@gmail.com]
Liaison for Witness Marylou Boardman [g777879@yahoo.com]
Liaison for Learn Katherine Bandy [kmbmilton@gmail.com]
Liaison for Serve Sharon Bosse [lemonade@GTE.net]

Liaison for Ancillary Ministries Jay Walls [Jay.walls@yahoo.com]

Liaison for Support / Facility Supervision Mark Waterman [mvwaterman@sbcglobal.net]
Butterflier Editor (Newsletter) Rita Fischer [nygiantfan2@verizon.net]
School Supply Project info@theschoolsupplyproject.org

AM’s & Acolyte Coordinator Lynn Waterman [joyfullynn@sbcglobal.net]
Altar Guild & Flowers Jan Frum [jlifrum@verizon.net]

WiFi — RLC_Guestl
Password — AofLCJ1919

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #SAS006784.

uT =
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Moo

Y
(J?" '1’”
Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. _;‘g‘ﬁ %n
S &IEAl A 2

Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. ¢ :
< \\2 W@f
fpg 3

' v’§ V »

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, ﬁ
admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. P o

16



