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Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

July 26, 2026
10 A.M. Worship

THEME OF THE DAY (YEAR A)
As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of faith.
In today’s gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign of God: a
tree that becomes a sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a
treasured pearl, a net that gains a great catch. Even as we seek the riches of God'’s
reign, the great surprise is that God’s grace finds us first! (Lectionary 17)

PRELUDE What Is The World Like Jim Loeffler
TOLLING THE WORSHIP HOUR

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your
burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,
and | will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, =+ Son, and Holy Spirit, your
sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.

Amen.



ENTRANCE HYMN Gather Us In ELW #532
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The grace of our = Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



HYMN OF PRAISE GLORY TO GOD ELW pg. 148
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FIRST READING

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with You.
And also with you.

Let us pray... Beloved and sovereign God,

through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring us into your kingdom of
justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life
that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON / ANNOUNCEMENTS

1 Kings 3:5-12

Pew Bible, pg. 266

Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of his enemies, God gave him
what he asked for: wisdom to govern the people well.

> At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon
in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask
what | should give you.” ° And Solomon
said, “You have shown great and steadfast
love to your servant my father David
because he walked before you in
faithfulness, in righteousness, and in
uprightness of heart toward you, and you
have kept for him this great and steadfast
love and have given him a son to sit on his
throne today. " And now, O LORD my God,
you have made your servant king in place
of my father David, although | am only a
little child; | do not know how to go out or
come in. ° And your servant is in the midst
of the people whom you have chosen, a

great people so numerous they cannot be
numbered or counted. ° Give your servant,
therefore, an understanding mind to
govern your people, able to discern
between good and evil, for who can govern
this great people of yours?”

%It pleased the Lord that Solomon had
asked this. "' God said to him, “Because
you have asked this and have not asked for
yourself long life or riches or for the life of
your enemies but have asked for yourself
understanding to discern what is right, "’ |
now do according to your word. Indeed, |
give you a wise and discerning mind; no
one like you has been before you, and no
one like you shall arise after you.”



RESPONSE TO THE FIRST READING

Psalm 119:129-136
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

(sung responsively)

129
Your de- ! crees are wonderful;

therefore | obey them with Lall my heart.
" When your word is opened it gives light;
it gives understanding 'to the simple.

11 open my ! mouth and pant

because | long for ! your commandments.
132 .
Turn to me and be gra- | cious to me,

as you always do to those who ove your name.

** Order my footsteps lin your word;

let no iniquity have dominion I over me.
'3 Rescue me from those | who oppress me,
and | will keep ! your commandments.

135 .
Let your face shine up- | on your servant

and teach ! me your statutes.
" My eyes shed | streams of tears,
because people do not ! keep your teaching.



SECOND READING

Romans 8:26-39

Pew Bible, pg. 919

These words celebrate the depth of God’s actions for us. Through Christ’s death for us and the
activity of the Spirit praying for us, we are fused to God’s love poured out in Jesus Christ.
Nothing, not even death itself, is able to separate us from such incredible divine love.

“®The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for
we do not know how to pray as we ought,
but that very Spirit intercedes with
groanings too deep for words. °’ And God,
who searches hearts, knows what is the
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit
intercedes for the saints according to the
will of God.

“® We know that all things work together
for good for those who love God, who are
called according to his purpose. *” For
those whom he foreknew he also
predestined to be conformed to the image
of his Son, in order that he might be the
firstborn within a large family. *° And those
whom he predestined he also called, and
those whom he called he also justified, and
those whom he justified he also glorified.

* What then are we to say about these
things? If God is for us, who is against us?
**He who did not withhold his own Son
but gave him up for all of us, how will he

not with him also give us everything else?
*>Who will bring any charge against God’s
elect? It is God who justifies. ** Who is to
condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather,
who was raised, who is also at the right
hand of God, who also intercedes for us.
*>Who will separate us from the love of
Christ? Will affliction or distress or
persecution or famine or nakedness or
peril or sword? *° As it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all day
long;

we are accounted as sheep to be

slaughtered.”
*’No, in all these things we are more than
victorious through him who loved us. *° For
| am convinced that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present,
nor things to come, nor powers, °~ nor
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation will be able to separate us from
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

ALLELUIA VERSE (ALL sing) ELW pg. 151
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GOSPEL READING

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

Pew Bible, pg. 795

Throughout Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good news that “the
kingdom of heaven is near!” Here, Jesus offers several brief parables that explore the
implications of this announcement for people’s lives.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 13

Glory to you, O Lord.

*esus] put before [the crowds] another
parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a
mustard seed that someone took and
sowed in his field;*” it is the smallest of all
the seeds, but when it has grown it is the
greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so
that the birds of the air come and make
nests in its branches.”

> He told them another parable: “The
kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a
woman took and mixed in with three
measures of flour until all of it was
leavened.”

* “The kingdom of heaven is like
treasure hidden in a field, which a man
found and reburied; then in his joy he goes
and sells all that he has and buys that field.

> “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like
a merchant in search of fine pearls; “° on

SERMON

finding one pearl of great value, he went
and sold all that he had and bought it.

" “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like
a net that was thrown into the sea and
caught fish of every kind; * when it was
full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put
the good into baskets but threw out the
bad. “ So it will be at the end of the age.
The angels will come out and separate the
evil from the righteous *° and throw them
into the furnace of fire, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.

>* “Have you understood all this?” They
answered, “Yes.” °” And he said to them,
“Therefore every scribe who has become a
disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like
the master of a household who brings out
of his treasure what is new and what is
old.”

The Gospel of Our Lord!
Praise to you, O Christ.

Pastor William Jon Irons



HYMN OF THE DAY What Is The World Like
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1 What is the world like when God’s will is done?
2 What is the world like when God’s will s done?
3 What is the world like when God’s will  is done?
4 What is the world like when God’s will is done?
5 These are the sto - ries that Je - sus im - parts,
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Mus - tard seeds grow more than we can con - ceive:
Wit - ness  the wan - der - ing child com - ing home;
No more is neigh-bor just al - ly or friend;
Read - y for feast - ing, = we watch through the night,
filled with the Spir - it who joins us as  one.
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roots thread the soil; branch - es reach for the sun.

watch as the par - ent breaks in - to a run.
peace thrives in plac - es where once there was  none.
tend - ing our lamps till the new day’s be - gun.

Bom through our voic - hands, and our hearts,
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This is how God moves us each to be - lieve.
This is how God longs for us when we roam.
This is how God works when 11 - val - ries end.
This is how God read - ies us for the light.
this is a new world where God’s will is done.
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Text: Adam M. L. Tice, b. 1979
Music: NEW WORLD, Sally Ann Morris, b. 1952

Text and music © 2009 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.




PROFESSION OF FAITH—APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world,
and all of creation.

(after each petition) God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares
upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We share the peace of Christ with one another.



GATHERING OF GIFTS

Gather Us In Anne Roberts

Scan here to give online.

You may also make your offering via US mail, or at: give.rlcplano.org,

Thank you!
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

SETTING THE TABLE Let the Vineyards be Fruitful ELW #184
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Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray...Loving God,
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share freely
of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of
Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW pg. 152
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

“It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...and join their unending hymn :

SANCTUS ELW pg. 153
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD ELW pg. 154
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sin
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COMMUNION HYMNS We Eat the Bread of Teaching ELW #518
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0 .
s N il |
©” .
J
hun - ger, and in pit -y gives her lov - ing n-vi -
gain from Wis-dom’s leamm - ing; bread and wine  she is pre -
rich - ness now is bring - ing us this joy - ous cel -e -
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ta - tion to the ban - quet of sal - va - ton.
par - ing, know her lov - ing in the shar - ing.
bra - tion: eat and drink m ju-b - la - ton.

Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997
Music: WISDOM'S FEAST, Jerry Ray Brubaker, b. 1946
Text and music © 1998 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Franklin Park, IL 60131-2158. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

14



TABLE BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray...Compassionate God,
through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your
love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you
have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us
now and forever. Amen.

BENEDICTION

God Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, *+ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee ELW #836
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1 Joy - ful, joy - ful we a - dore thee, God of glo -ry, Lord of love!
2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heav’'n re - flect thy rays,
3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
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Hearts un - fold like flow’rs be-fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun a - bove.

a-round thee, cen-ter of un - bro - ken praise.
of liv - ing, o -cean-depth of hap - py rest!
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Melt the clouds of

sin

and sad - ness, drive the gloom of doubt
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, flow-'ry mead-(_)w, flash - ing sea,

a - way.

Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our broth-er, all who live in love are thine;
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Giv - er of 1im - mor - tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call us to 7re - joice in thee.
teach us how to love each oth - er, lift us to the joy di-vine!
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Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1922

Music: HYMN TO JOY, Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827, adapt.




DISMISSAL
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee

Frederick Swann
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