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\ 7 Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

July 19, 2026
10 A.M. Worship

THEME OF THE DAY (YEAR A)
It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat
and the weeds Jesus suggests that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul,
we long for the day that all creation will be set free from bondage and suffering.
Having both weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in the promises
of God, and from the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy.
(Lectionary 16)

PRELUDE The Reign of God, like Farmer’s Field Robert Lind
TOLLING THE WORSHIP HOUR

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your
burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,
and | will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, =+ Son, and Holy Spirit, your
sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.

Amen.



ENTRANCE HYMN Praise and Thanksgiving ELW #689
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1 Praise and thanks-giv - ing, God, we would of - fer for all things
2 God, bless the la - bor we bring to serve you, that with our
3 Fa - ther, pro - vid - ing food for your chil - dren, by Wis-dom’s
4 Then will your bless-ing reach ev -'ry peo - ple, free -ly con-
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liv - ing, you have made good: har - vest of sown fields, fruits of the
neigh-bor we may be fed. Sow -ing or till - ing, we would work
guid - ing teach us to  share one with an - oth - er, so that, Tre -
fess - ing your gra-cious hand. Where you are reign - ing, no one will

Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984, alt.

Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune; arr. hymnal version
Text @ Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.

Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
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or - chard, hay from the mown fields, blos-som and wood.
with you, har - vest-ing, mill - ing for dai - ly  bread.
joic - ing with us, all oth - ers may know your care.
hun - ger; your love sus-tain - ing show-ers the land.
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GREETING

The grace of our = Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



HYMN OF PRAISE GLORY TO GOD ELW pg. 148
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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0 N . . P I — .
e e o T g D

you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther. A - men.



PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with You.
And also with you.

Let us pray... Faithful God, most merciful judge,

you care for your children with firmness and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who
live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON / ANNOUNCEMENTS

FIRST READING Isaiah 44:6-8 Pew Bible, pg. 587

There are no other gods besides God: the word of the Lord does not fail to come to pass. We
can trust in God, through whom Israel—and we—are redeemed.

°Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, and ® Do not fear or be afraid; have | not told
his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: | am the you from of old and declared it? You are
first, and | am the last; besides me there is my witnesses! Is there any god besides

no god. " Who is like me? Let them me? There is no other rock; | know not
proclaim it; let them declare and set it one.

forth before me. Who has announced from
of old the things to come? Let them tell us
what is yet to be.



RESPONSE TO THE FIRST READING Psalm 86:11-17
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

(sung responsively)

" Teach me your way, O LORD, and | will walk ' in your truth;
give me an undivided heart to re- I vere your name.
21 will thank you, O Lord my God, with Lall my heart,

and glorify your name for- | evermore.

" For great is your ! love toward me;
you have delivered me from the ! pit of death.

" The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people | seeks my life;
they have not set you be- | fore their eyes.

" But you, O Lord, are gracious and full |l of compassion,
slow to anger, and full of kind- I hess and truth.
'® Turn to me and have mer- ! Cy on me;
give your strength to your servant, and save the child | of your handmaid.

" Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be ! put to
shame; because you, LORD, have helped me and com- | forted me.



SECOND READING

Romans 8:12-25 Pew Bible, pg. 919

For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which enables us to
pray as God'’s children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us unseen hope that God
will liberate us and creation from bondage to death and decay.

'2So then, brothers and sisters, we are
obligated, not to the flesh, to live
according to the flesh—"" for if you live
according to the flesh, you will die, but if
by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of
the body, you will live. " For all who are
led by the Spirit of God are children of
God. " For you did not receive a spirit of
slavery to fall back into fear, but you
received a spirit of adoption. When we cry,
“Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit
bearing witness with our spirit that we are
children of God, '’ and if children, then
heirs: heirs of God and joint heirs with
Christ, if we in fact suffer with him so that
we may also be glorified with him.

'*| consider that the sufferings of this
present time are not worth comparing
with the glory about to be revealed to us.

" For the creation waits with eager longing
for the revealing of the children of God,
*“for the creation was subjected to futility,
not of its own will, but by the will of the
one who subjected it, in hope ' that the
creation itself will be set free from its
enslavement to decay and will obtain the
freedom of the glory of the children of
God. “* We know that the whole creation
has been groaning together as it suffers
together the pains of labor, * and not only
the creation, but we ourselves, who have
the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly
while we wait for adoption, the
redemption of our bodies. ** For in hope
we were saved. Now hope that is seen is
not hope, for who hopes for what one
already sees? *” But if we hope for what we
do not see, we wait for it with patience.

ALLELUIA VERSE (ALL sing) ELW pg. 151
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life.

Al -le - Tu - 1a.



GOSPEL READING

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

Pew Bible, pg. 794

Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s judgment will
remove all evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human history.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 13

Glory to you, O Lord.

“esus] put before [the crowds] another
parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to someone who sowed good
seed in his field,”” but while everybody was
asleep an enemy came and sowed weeds
among the wheat and then went away.
’°So when the plants came up and bore
grain, then the weeds appeared as well.

*” And the slaves of the householder came
and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow
good seed in your field? Where, then, did
these weeds come from?’ °“ He answered,
‘An enemy has done this.” The slaves said
to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and
gather them?’ *” But he replied, ‘No, for in
gathering the weeds you would uproot the
wheat along with them. *° Let both of them
grow together until the harvest, and at
harvest time | will tell the reapers, Collect
the weeds first and bind them in bundles
to be burned, but gather the wheat into
my barn.””

SERMON

**Then he left the crowds and went into
the house. And his disciples approached
him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of
the weeds of the field.” *’ He answered,
“The one who sows the good seed is the
Son of Man; *“ the field is the world, and
the good seed are the children of the
kingdom; the weeds are the children of the
evil one, >’ and the enemy who sowed
them is the devil; the harvest is the end of
the age, and the reapers are angels. * Just
as the weeds are collected and burned up
with fire, so will it be at the end of the age.
“*The Son of Man will send his angels, and
they will collect out of his kingdom all
causes of sin and all evildoers, ** and they
will throw them into the furnace of fire,
where there will be weeping and gnashing
of teeth. ** Then the righteous will shine
like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.
Let anyone with ears listen!”

The Gospel of Our Lord!
Praise to you, O Christ.

Pastor William Jon Irons



HYMN OF THE DAY The Reign of God Like Farmer’s Field
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2 The reign of God is like a  pearl on
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ris - es up, like yeast in swell - ing dough.
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— )

J

o)

Il
\
T

TT9]

Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939
Music: DUNLAP’S CREEK, Samuel McFarland, fl. 1816; arr. With One Voice, 1995

Text © 1995, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
Arr. © 1995 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.



PROFESSION OF FAITH—APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world,
and all of creation.

(after each petition) God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares
upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We share the peace of Christ with one another.



GATHERING OF GIFTS

The Word of God is Source and Seed Karl Osterland

Scan here to give online.

You may also make your offering via US mail, or at: give.rlcplano.org,

Thank you!
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

SETTING THE TABLE Let the Vineyards be Fruitful ELW #184
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Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray...Loving God,
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share freely
of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of
Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW pg. 152
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

“It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...and join their unending hymn :

SANCTUS ELW pg. 153
IL£ ~# i
 {an 7 O
i
Ho-1ly, ho -1y, ho -1y Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
O : ——
: | &
= — ;
heav’'n and earth are  full of your glo - 1y
O —
J [~ J 3
Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
_Q_ﬁu ! I . I
' — —
§ F : . 7 e —
in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD ELW pg. 154
_9_#u. I ! . I 3
i = = — T — e
7= -
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of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

sin
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(Sing twice)

CoMMUNION HYMNS  For the Troubles and the Sufferings
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sus -ten - teo tes - te - mu - nho do teu po - vo.

the pow’r that will sus - tain your peo-ple’s  wit-ness:
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Teu vrei - no ve - nhaa nos! Ky - ri-ee-le -i - son!

un - til your king-dom comes. Ky - ri-ee-le-i - son!

Text: Rodolfo Gaede Neto, b. 1951; tr. Simei Monteiro, b. 1943, and Jorge Lockward, b. 1965

Music: PELAS DORES DESTE MUNDO, Rodolfo Gaede Neto
Portuguese text and music © 1998, 2004 Rodolfo Gaede Neto, admin. Augsburg Fortress
English text © 2004 General Board of Global Ministries, GBGMusik

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

TABLE BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray...Compassionate God,
through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your
love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you
have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us
now and forever. Amen.



BENEDICTION

God Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, *+ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN We Plow the Fields and Scatter ELW #680
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A - ra- mos nues-tros cam-pos, y lue- goel sem - bra - dor
1 We plow the fields and scat - ter the good seed on the land,
2 You on - ly are the mak-er of all things near and far.
3 We thank you, our cre - a - tor, for all thingsbright and good,
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en e-llos la si- mien-te es - par-ce con a - mor.
but it is fed and wa-tered by God’s al-might-y hand,
You paint the way-side flow - er, you light the eve-ning star.
the seed-time and the har-vest, our life, our health,our food.
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Mas es de Dios la ma-no  que laha - ce ger - mi - nar,
who sends the snow in win-ter, the warmth to swell the grain,
The winds and waves o - bey you, by you the birds are fed;
No gifts have we to of -fer for what your love im - parts
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ca - lor 'y llu-via dan - do a to-dos por i - gual.
the breez-es and the sun-shine, and soft re- fresh-ing rain.
much more to wus, your chil-dren, you give our dai- ly bread.
but what you most would trea-sure— our hum-ble, thank-ful hearts.

Text: Matthias Claudius, 1740-1815; English tr. Jane M. Campbell, 1817-1878, alt.;
Spanish tr. Emesto Baricio, 1866-1948

Music: Luis Olivieri, b. 1937

Music © 1989 Abingdon Press, admin. The Copyright Company

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.
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DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

On What Has Now Been Sown

Austin Lovelace
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