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Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
July 12, 2026
10 A.M. Worship

THEME OF THE DAY (YEAR A)
God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is
also like the sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown
in the earth. Even from what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a
harvest. At the Lord’s table we are fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit
in the world. (Lectionary 15)

PRELUDE Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring David Cherwien
TOLLING THE WORSHIP HOUR

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your
burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,
and | will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, =+ Son, and Holy Spirit, your
sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.

Amen.



ENTRANCE HYMN

Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast

ELW #516
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1 Al - might-y God, your word is cast like seed in - to the ground;
2 Let not the sly sa - tan-ic foe this ho - ly seed re - move,
3 Let not the world’s de - ceit-ful cares the r1is - ing plant de - stroy,
4 So when the pre-cious seed is sown, life - giv - ing grace be - stow,
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now let the dew of heav'n de-scend and righ-teous fruits a - bound.
but give it root in ev -'ry heart to bring forth fruits of love.
but let it vyield a hun-dred-fold the fruits of peace and joy.
that all whose souls the truth re -ceive its sav - ing pow’r may know.
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Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.
Music: ST. FLAVIAN, I. Day, Psalter, 1562

GREETING

The grace of our = Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



HYMN OF PRAISE GLORY TO GOD ELW pg. 148
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther. A - men.



FIRST READING

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with You.
And also with you.

Let us pray... Almighty God,

we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help us to
receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON / ANNOUNCEMENTS

Isaiah 55:10-13

Pew Bible, pg. 598

God'’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return
to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap

their hands.

'“For as the rain and the snow come
down from heaven and do not return there
until they have watered the earth, making
it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the
sower and bread to the eater, ' so shall my
word be that goes out from my mouth; it
shall not return to me empty, but it shall
accomplish that which | purpose and
succeed in the thing for which | sent it.

" For you shall go out in joy and be led
back in peace; the mountains and the hills
before you shall burst into song, and all the
trees of the field shall clap their hands.

" Instead of the thorn shall come up the
cypress; instead of the brier shall come up
the myrtle, and it shall be to the LORD for a
memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall
not be cut off.



RESPONSE TO THE FIRST READING Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

(sung responsively)

[ 'Youareto be praised, O ! God, in Zion;* to you shall vows I be fulfilled.

’To you, the one | who answers prayer,* to you all | flesh shall come.

* Our sins are strong- I er than we are,* but you blot out L our transgressions.
“Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your ! courts to dwell there!

They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness | of your temple.

> Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of L our salvation,
O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans ! far away.
° You make firm the mountains ' by your power;* you are girded a- | bout with might.

’You still the roaring I of the seas,
the roaring of their waves, and the clamor | of the peoples.

® Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your ! marvelous signs;
you make the dawn and the dusk to ! sing for joy. ]

’You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous;
the river of God is ! full of water.
You prepare the grain, for so you provide | for the earth.
'“You drench the furrows and smooth ! out the ridges;
with heavy rain you soften the ground and I bless its increase.

"' You crown the year I with your goodness,™ and your paths over- I flow with plenty.
' May the fields of the wilderness be ! rich for grazing,
and the hills be ' clothed with joy.

" May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak
them- ! selves with grain;* let them shout for ! joy and sing.



SECOND READING

Romans 8:1-11

Pew Bible, pg. 918

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the
law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now
empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life.

" Therefore there is now no condemnation
for those who are in Christ Jesus. * For the
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has
set you free from the law of sin and of
death. ° For God has done what the law,
weakened by the flesh, could not do: by
sending his own Son in the likeness of
sinful flesh and to deal with sin, he
condemned sin in the flesh, “ so that the
just requirement of the law might be
fulfilled in us, who walk not according to
the flesh but according to the Spirit. ° For
those who live according to the flesh set
their minds on the things of the flesh, but
those who live according to the Spirit set
their minds on the things of the Spirit. ° To
set the mind on the flesh is death, but to
set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.
’ For this reason the mind that is set on the

flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit
to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, “ and
those who are in the flesh cannot please
God.

’But you are not in the flesh; you are in
the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit
of Christ does not belong to him. "’ But if
Christ is in you, then the body is dead
because of sin, but the Spirit is life because
of righteousness. " If the Spirit of him who
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you,
he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead
will give life to your mortal bodies also
through his Spirit that dwells in you.

ALLELUIA VERSE (ALL sing) ELW pg. 151
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GOSPEL READING

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

Pew Bible, pg. 794

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming
the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus
explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 13

Glory to you, O Lord.

" That same day Jesus went out of the
house and sat beside the sea. “ Such great
crowds gathered around him that he got
into a boat and sat there, while the whole
crowd stood on the beach. * And he told
them many things in parables, saying:
“Listen! A sower went out to sow. “ And as
he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and
the birds came and ate them up. ° Other
seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did
not have much soil, and they sprang up
quickly, since they had no depth of soil.
° But when the sun rose, they were
scorched, and since they had no root, they
withered away. ’ Other seeds fell among
thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked
them. ° Other seeds fell on good soil and
brought forth grain, some a hundredfold,
some sixty, some thirty. ° If you have ears,
hear!”

" “Hear, then, the parable of the sower.

SERMON

" When anyone hears the word of the
kingdom and does not understand it, the
evil one comes and snatches away what is
sown in the heart; this is what was sown
on the path. *° As for what was sown on
rocky ground, this is the one who hears the
word and immediately receives it with joy,
“*yet such a person has no root but
endures only for a while, and when trouble
or persecution arises on account of the
word, that person immediately falls away.
*? As for what was sown among thorns, this
is the one who hears the word, but the
cares of this age and the lure of wealth
choke the word, and it yields nothing.

** But as for what was sown on good soil,
this is the one who hears the word and
understands it, who indeed bears fruit and
yields in one case a hundredfold, in
another sixty, and in another thirty.”

The Gospel of Our Lord!
Praise to you, O Christ.

Pastor Tom Schwolert



HYMN OF THE DAY God, Whose Farm Is All Creation ELW #734
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1 God, whose farm is all cre - a - tion, take the grat - i -
2 Take our plow -ing, seed - ing, reap - ing, hopes and fears of
3 All  our la - bor, all our watch - ing, all our «cal - en -
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tude we give; take  the fin - est of our har - vest,
sun and rain, all  our think - ing, plan - ning, wait - ing,
dar of care in  these crops of your cre - a - tion,
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crops we grow that we may live.
rip - ened in this  fruit  and grain.
take, O God: they are our prayer.

Text: John Arlott, 1914-1991

Music: HARVEST GIFTS, Larry J. Long, b. 1954

Text © Trustees of the late John Arlott, admin. Augsbhurg Fortress.
Music © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



PROFESSION OF FAITH—APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world,
and all of creation.

(after each petition) God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares
upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We share the peace of Christ with one another.



GATHERING OF GIFTS

Almighty God, Your Word is Cast Flor Peeters

Scan here to give online.

You may also make your offering via US mail, or at: give.rlcplano.org,

Thank you!
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

SETTING THE TABLE Let the Vineyards be Fruitful ELW #184
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Let the vine -yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray...Loving God,
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share freely
of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of
Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW pg. 152
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

“It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...and join their unending hymn :

SANCTUS ELW pg. 153
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Ho-1ly, ho -1y, ho -1y Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD ELW pg. 154
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

sin
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CoMMUNION HYMNS  Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring ELW #691
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I Ac-cept, O Lord, the gifts we bring to place up-on your ta - ble.
2 The vines were plant - ed, seeds were sown. They grew in your good plea-sure.
3 Our hopes and dreams,our toils and cares we lift in prayer be - fore you.
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We do not wor - ship as we oughtbut on - ly as we’re a - ble.

What once was com - mon, dail -y food be-comes a ho -1y trea-sure.
Lord, by yourgrace now come to us, as hum-bly we a - dore you.
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Text: Beth Bergeron Folkemer, b. 1957

Music: BARBARA ALLEN, English folk tune; arr. Alice Parker, b. 1925
Text © 1990 and arr. © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.
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Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

TABLE BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

14

Let us pray...Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your
love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you
have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us
now and forever. Amen.



BENEDICTION

God Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, -+ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve ELW #551
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1 The Spir-it sends us forth to  serve; we g0 in
2 We go to com - fort those who mourn and set the
3 We go to be the hands of Christ, to scat - ter
4 Then let us  go to serve in  peace, the gos - pel
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Je - sus’ name to bring glad tid - ings
bur - dened free; where hope is dim, to
Joy like seed and, all our days, to
to pro - claim. God’s Spir - it has em -
n |
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to the poor, God’s fa - vor to pro - claim.
share a dream and help the blind to see.
cher - ish life, to do the lov - ing deed.
pow - ered us; we g0 in Je - sus’  name.
Text: Delores Dufner, oss, b. 1939
Music: CHESTERFIELD, attr. Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820
Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, admin. OCP Publications. All rights reserved.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
DiISMISSAL
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE God, Whose Farm Is All Creation Jim Loeffler
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