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The Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 3, 2026
10 A.M. Worship

THEME OF THE DAY (YEAR A)
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’
promise that he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our
baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us,
we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of darkness into
light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth,
our life.

PRELUDE Here, O Lord, Your Servants Gather Jim Loeffler
TOLLING THE WORSHIP HOUR

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!
Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. Merciful God, you are the one who

was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still waters. We thank you
for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank
you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys.
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for
joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down
barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.
(CONTINUED)



Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new
creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever.
Amen.

ENTRANCE HYMN Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation ELW #645
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1 Christ is made the surec foun-da - tion, Christ, our head and
2 To this tem - ple, where we call you, come, O Lord of
3 Here be-stow on all  your ser - vants  what they seek from
4 Praise and hon - or to the Fa - ther, praise and hon - or
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cor - ner - stone, cho - sen of the Lord and pre - cious,
hosts, and stay; come with all your lov - ing-kind - ness,
you to gain; what they gain  from you, for -ev - er
to the Son, praise and hon - or to the Spir - it,
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bind - ing all the  church in one; ho - ly Zi - on’s
hear your peo - ple as they  pray; and your full - est
with the bless - ed to re - tain; and here - af - ter
ev - er three and ev - er one: one 1n might and
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help for-ev - er and our con - fi - dence a - lone.
ben - e - dic - tion shed with - in these walls to - day.
in  your glo - ry ev - er-more with you to reign.
one n glo - ry while un-end - ing a - ges run!

Text: Latin hymn, ¢. 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: WESTMINSTER ABBEY, Henry Purcell, 1659-1695; arr. Ernest Hawking, 1802—1868

GREETING

The grace of our =+ Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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KYRIE ELW pg. 147
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.



HYMN OF PRAISE ELW pg. 149

Assisting minister
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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1 Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us
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strength, and  hon - or and bless-ing and glo-ry are his.
Refrain
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2 Sing with  all the peo - ple of God and join in the
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hymn of all cre - a - tion: Bless-ing and hon - or and glo - ry and
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mightbe to God andthe Lamb for - ev-er. A - men.
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has be - gun his  reign. Al - le - lu-ia. Al-le - lu - ia.



PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with You.
And also with you.

Let us pray... Almighty God,

your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love one
another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all
the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON / ANNOUNCEMENTS

FIRST READING Acts 7:55-60 Pew Bible, pg. ???

Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles
could be free to serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food,
however. For his preaching of God’s word, he becomes the first martyr of the faith.

>> Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] him out of the city and began to stone him,
gazed into heaven and saw the glory of and the witnesses laid their coats at the
God and Jesus standing at the right hand of feet of a young man named Saul. *” While
God. *° “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens they were stoning Stephen, he prayed,
opened and the Son of Man standing at “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” *’ Then he
the right hand of God!” *’ But they covered knelt down and cried out in a loud voice,
their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.”

together against him. °® Then they dragged When he had said this, he died.



RESPONSE TO THE FIRST READING Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
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In - to your hands,O LORD, I com - mend my spir - it.
Psalm 31:5

Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year A © 2007 Augsburg Fortress
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

(sung responsively)

"In you, O LORD, have | taken refuge; let me never be ! put to shame;
deliver me ! in your righteousness.

?Incline your ! ear to me;
make haste to de- ! liver me.

* Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag land my stronghold;
for the sake of your name, lead | me and guide me.

“ Take me out of the net that they have secretly ' set for me,
for you are my tow- I er of strength. R

> Into your hands | com- 'mend my spirit,
for you have redeemed me, O LORD, | God of truth.

> My times are ! in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who ! persecute me.

16 .
Let your face shine up- ! on your servant;
save me in your | steadfast love.” R



SECOND READING

1 Peter 2:2-10

Pew Bible, pg. ???

Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s cho-
sen, holy people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience

through Jesus Christ.

’ Like newborn infants, long for the pure,
spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow
into salvation—" if indeed you have tasted
that the Lord is good.

“ Come to him, a living stone, though
rejected by mortals yet chosen and
precious in God’s sight, and " like living
stones let yourselves be built into a
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ. ° For it stands in
scripture:

“See, | am laying in Zion a stone, a
cornerstone chosen and precious, and
whoever believes in him will not be put to
shame.” ’ This honor, then, is for you who

believe, but for those who do not believe,

“The stone that the builders rejected has
become the very head of the corner,” ®and
“A stone that makes them stumble and a
rock that makes them fall.” They stumble
because they disobey the word, as they
were destined to do.

’ But you are a chosen people, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own
people, in order that you may proclaim the
excellence of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light.

'“ Once you were not a people, but now
you are God’s people; once you had not
received mercy, but now you have received
mercy.

ALLELUIA VERSE (ALL sing) ELW pg. 151
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Al -le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al -1le - lu - 1a.



GOSPEL READING

John 14:1-14

Pew Bible, pg. ???

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one
through whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf.

The Holy Gospel according to John, chapter 14
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Glo - 1y to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ' “Do not let
your hearts be troubled. Believe in God;
believe also in me. * In my Father’s house
there are many dwelling places. If it were
not so, would | have told you that | go to
prepare a place for you? > And if | go and
prepare a place for you, | will come again
and will take you to myself, so that where |
am, there you may be also. “ And you know
the way to the place where | am going.”
° Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not
know where you are going. How can we
know the way?” ° Jesus said to him, “l am
the way and the truth and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me. ’ If
you know me, you will know my Father
also. From now on you do know him and
have seen him.”

¢ Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the
Father, and we will be satisfied.” ” Jesus

The Gospel of Our Lord!

said to him, “Have | been with you all this
time, Philip, and you still do not know me?
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.
How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?
'“Do you not believe that | am in the
Father and the Father is in me? The words
that | say to you | do not speak on my own,
but the Father who dwells in me does his
works. "' Believe me that | am in the Father
and the Father is in me, but if you do not,
then believe because of the works
themselves. ' Very truly, | tell you, the one
who believes in me will also do the works
that | do and, in fact, will do greater works
than these, because | am going to the
Father. | will do whatever you ask in my
name, so that the Father may be glorified
in the Son. ““ If in my name you ask me for
anything, | will do it.”
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C] Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON Pastor William Jon Irons

HYMN OF THE DAY Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life ELW #816
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1 Come, my way, my  truth, my life: such a
Come, my light, my  feast, my  strength:  such a
3 Come, my joy, my  love, my heart: such a
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way as  gives us  breath; such a truth as ends all
light as shows a feast; such a feast as mends In
joy as  none can move; such a love as none  can
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strife; such a Iife as kll - eth  death.
length; such a strength as makes his  guest.
part; such a heart as joys in love.

Text: George Herbert, 1593-1632

Music: THE CALL, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958
Outside USA: Music © 1911 Stainer and Bell, Ltd., 23 Gruneisen Road, London N3 1DZ, UK. www.stainer.co.uk.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



PROFESSION OF FAITH — NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of
one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through
the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and
the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us
pray for the needs of all creation.

(after each petition) Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life
to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We share the peace of Christ with one another.

10



GATHERING OF GIFTS

(New Spirit) Bring Many Names Brian Wren /
Carlton R. Young

Bring many names, beautiful and good, celebrate, in parable and story,
holiness in glory, living, loving God. Hail and hosanna! Bring many names!

Strong mother God, working night and day, planning all the wonders of creation,
setting each equation, genius at play: Hail and hosanna, strong mother God!

Warm father God, hugging ev'ry child, feeling all the strains of human living,
caring and forgiving, till we're reconciled: Hail and hosanna, warm father God!

Old, aching God, gray with endless care, calmly piercing evil's new disguises,
glad of good surprises, wiser than despair: Hail and hosanna, old, aching God!

Young, growing God, eager, on the move, saying no to falsehood and unkindness,
crying out for justice, giving all you have: Hail and hosanna, young, growing God!

Great, living God, never fully known, joyful darkness far beyond our seeing,
closer yet than breathing, everlasting home: Hail and hosanna, great, living God!

© 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.
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Scan here to give online.
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You may also make your offering via US mail, or at: give.rlcplano.org,

Thank you!
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SETTING THE TABLE Let the Vineyards be Fruitful ELW #184
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Let the vine -yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
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bless-ing. Gath -er a har-vest from the seeds that were sown,  that
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray...Merciful God,

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a table before us,
a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with
the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the
world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW pg. 152
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

“It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...and join their unending hymn :

SANCTUS ELW pg. 153
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Ho -1y, ho -1y, ho -1y Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
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THE LORD’S PRAYER (traditional text)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD ELW pg. 154
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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us. Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin  of the world; have
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
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COMMUNION HYMN Here, O Lord, Your Servants Gather ELW #530

Please sing from your hymnal.

TABLE BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray...Holy One,
through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all things new.
Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your
healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

15



BENEDICTION
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, *+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing ELW #389
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1 Christ 1is a - live! Let Chris - tians sing.  The cross  stands
2 Christ 1s a - live! No long - er bound to dis - tant
3 In ev - 'ty in - sult, rift, and war, where col - or,
4 Wom-en and men, in age and youth, can feel the
5 Christ 1is a - live, and comes to  bring good news to
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emp - ty to the sky. Let streets and homes with
years in Pal - es - tine, but sav - ing, heal - ing,
scorn,  oOr wealth di - vide, Christ suf - fers still, yet
Spir - i, hear the call, and find the way, the
this and ev - ry age, till earth and sky and
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prais - es ring. Love, drowned in death, shall nev - er die.
here and now, and touch-ing ev - ’ry place and time.
loves the more, and lives, where ¢ - ven hope has died.
life, the truth, re - vealed in Je - sus, freed for all.
o - cean ring with joy, with jus - tice, love, and  praise.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: TRURO, T. Williams, Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789
Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing Jonathan Reuss
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