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The FiŌh Sunday of Easter 

May 3, 2026 

10 A.M. Worship 

T«�Ã� Ê¥ ã«� D�ù (Y��Ù A) 
As we conƟnue to celebrate the fiŌy days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ 
promise that he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our 
bapƟsm commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, 
we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of darkness into 
light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, 
our life. 
 
 

PÙ�½ç�� Here, O Lord, Your Servants Gather Jim Loeffler 
 

TÊ½½®Ä¦ ã«� WÊÙÝ«®Ö HÊçÙ 
 

T«�Ä»Ý¦®ò®Ä¦ ¥ÊÙ B�Öã®ÝÃ 
 Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
 Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

 SalvaƟon belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! 
 Amen. 
 

 Let us give thanks for the giŌs of bapƟsm. Merciful God, you are the one who 
 was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside sƟll waters. We thank you 
 for the waters of creaƟon: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank 
 you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you. 
 You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

 Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. 
 We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrecƟon. We praise you for 
 joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are you. 
 You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

 Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down 
 barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you. 
 You guide us to springs of the water of life.            
   (CONTINUED) 

w
w

w
.rl

cp
la

no
.o

rg
   

   
(9

72
) 8

67
-0

46
0 

  

Celebrating the Risen Christ through Acts of Love, Care  and Justice 
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EÄãÙ�Ä�� HùÃÄ Christ Is Made the Sure FoundaƟon ELW #645 

 Holy One, we thank you for the giŌs and grace of bapƟsm, and for making us a new 
 creaƟon. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever. 
 Amen. 

GÙ��ã®Ä¦ 
The grace of our ☩ Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy  
Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.  
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KùÙ®� ELW pg. 147 
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HùÃÄ Ê¥ PÙ�®Ý�  ELW pg. 149 
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PÙ�ù�Ù Ê¥ ã«� D�ù 
The Lord be with You. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us pray… Almighty God,  
your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love one 
another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all 
the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

C«®½�Ù�Ä’Ý S�ÙÃÊÄ / AÄÄÊçÄ��Ã�ÄãÝ 

F®ÙÝã R���®Ä¦   Acts 7:55-60 Pew Bible, pg. ??? 

Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles 
could be free to serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, 
however. For his preaching of God’s word, he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

W O R D 

55 Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] 
gazed into heaven and saw the glory of 
God and Jesus standing at the right hand of 
God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens 
opened and the Son of Man standing at 
the right hand of God!” 57 But they covered 
their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed 
together against him. 58 Then they dragged 

him out of the city and began to stone him, 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the 
feet of a young man named Saul. 59 While 
they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, 
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he 
knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, 
“Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” 
When he had said this, he died. 
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R�ÝÖÊÄÝ� TÊ T«� F®ÙÝã R���®Ä¦  Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 

(sung responsively) 

 1 In you, O LÊÙ�, have I taken refuge; let me never be | put to shame; 
  deliver me | in your righteousness. 
 2 Incline your | ear to me; 
  make haste to de- | liver me. 
 
 3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag | and my stronghold; 
  for the sake of your name, lead | me and guide me. 
 4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly | set for me, 
  for you are my tow- | er of strength. R 
 
 5 Into your hands I com- | mend my spirit, 
  for you have redeemed me, O LÊÙ�, | God of truth. 
 15 My Ɵmes are | in your hand; 
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who | persecute me. 
 
 16 Let your face shine up- | on your servant; 
  save me in your | steadfast love.” R 
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S��ÊÄ� R���®Ä¦ 1 Peter 2:2-10 Pew Bible, pg. ??? 

Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundaƟon of our lives. We are God’s cho-
sen, holy people who conƟnuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience 
through Jesus Christ. 

 A½½�½ç®� V�ÙÝ�  (ALL sing)  ELW pg. 151 

2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, 
spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow 
into salvaƟon—3 if indeed you have tasted 
that the Lord is good. 
  4 Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and 
precious in God’s sight, and 5 like living 
stones let yourselves be built into a 
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to 
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in 
scripture:  
 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a 
cornerstone chosen and precious, and 
whoever believes in him will not be put to 
shame.” 7 This honor, then, is for you who 

believe, but for those who do not believe,  
 “The stone that the builders rejected has 
become the very head of the corner,” 8 and  
“A stone that makes them stumble and a 
rock that makes them fall.” They stumble 
because they disobey the word, as they 
were desƟned to do. 
  9 But you are a chosen people, a royal 
priesthood, a holy naƟon, God’s own 
people, in order that you may proclaim the 
excellence of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. 
 10 Once you were not a people, but now 
you are God’s people; once you had not 
received mercy, but now you have received 
mercy. 
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GÊÝÖ�½ R���®Ä¦ John 14:1-14 Pew Bible, pg. ??? 

On  the night  that he  is  to be arrested,  Jesus  shares final words with  his  disciples. As  the one 
through whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

The Holy Gospel according to John, chapter 14 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “Do not let 
your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; 
believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house 
there are many dwelling places. If it were 
not so, would I have told you that I go to 
prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and will take you to myself, so that where I 
am, there you may be also. 4 And you know 
the way to the place where I am going.”  
5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not 
know where you are going. How can we 
know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am 
the way and the truth and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me. 7 If 
you know me, you will know my Father 
also. From now on you do know him and 
have seen him.” 
  8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the 
Father, and we will be saƟsfied.” 9 Jesus 

said to him, “Have I been with you all this 
Ɵme, Philip, and you sƟll do not know me? 
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. 
How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?  
10 Do you not believe that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me? The words 
that I say to you I do not speak on my own, 
but the Father who dwells in me does his 
works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father 
and the Father is in me, but if you do not, 
then believe because of the works 
themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the one 
who believes in me will also do the works 
that I do and, in fact, will do greater works 
than these, because I am going to the 
Father. 13 I will do whatever you ask in my 
name, so that the Father may be glorified 
in the Son. 14 If in my name you ask me for 
anything, I will do it.” 

The Gospel of Our Lord! 
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HùÃÄ Ê¥ ã«� D�ù Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life ELW #816 

S�ÙÃÊÄ  Pastor William Jon Irons 
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PÙÊ¥�ÝÝ®ÊÄ Ê¥ F�®ã« — N®��Ä� CÙ���       
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begoƩen of the  
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begoƩen, not made, of 
one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our  
salvaƟon he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under PonƟus Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through 
the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge 
one bapƟsm for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrecƟon of the dead, and 
the life of the world to come. Amen. 

PÙ�ù�ÙÝ Ê¥ ã«� P�ÊÖ½� 
TrusƟng in the power of Christ’s resurrecƟon to heal and redeem our broken world, let us 
pray for the needs of all creaƟon. 
 
(after each petition)    Merciful God, 
    receive our prayer. 

 
God of resurrecƟon power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life 
to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
Amen. 

P���� 
The peace of Christ be with you always.    

 And also with you. 
 

We share the peace of Christ with one another. 
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G�ã«�Ù®Ä¦ Ê¥ G®¥ãÝ   
 
 (New Spirit) Bring Many Names Brian Wren /  
   Carlton R. Young 
 
 Bring many names, beauƟful and good, celebrate, in parable and story, 
 holiness in glory, living, loving God. Hail and hosanna! Bring many names! 
 
 Strong mother God, working night and day, planning all the wonders of creaƟon, 
 seƫng each equaƟon, genius at play: Hail and hosanna, strong mother God! 
 
 Warm father God, hugging ev'ry child, feeling all the strains of human living, 
 caring and forgiving, Ɵll we're reconciled: Hail and hosanna, warm father God! 
 
 Old, aching God, gray with endless care, calmly piercing evil's new disguises, 
 glad of good surprises, wiser than despair: Hail and hosanna, old, aching God! 
 
 Young, growing God, eager, on the move, saying no to falsehood and unkindness, 
 crying out for jusƟce, giving all you have: Hail and hosanna, young, growing God! 
 
 Great, living God, never fully known, joyful darkness far beyond our seeing, 
 closer yet than breathing, everlasƟng home: Hail and hosanna, great, living God! 
 

© 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. 
  
 
  

M E A L 

Scan here to give online.  

You may also make your offering via US mail, or at: give.rlcplano.org, 

Thank you! 
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S�ãã®Ä¦ ã«� T��½� Let the Vineyards be Fruiƞul ELW #184 

O¥¥�ÙãÊÙù PÙ�ù�Ù 
Let us pray…Merciful God, 
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a table before us, 
a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with 
the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the 
world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
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T«� GÙ��ã T«�Ä»Ý¦®ò®Ä¦  ELW pg. 152 

“It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…and join their unending hymn : 

S�Ä�ãçÝ  ELW pg. 153 

T«� Eç�«�Ù®Ýã®� PÙ�ù�Ù 
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L�Ã� Ê¥ GÊ�  ELW pg. 154 

T«� LÊÙ�’Ý PÙ�ù�Ù (tradiƟonal text) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptaƟon, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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CÊÃÃçÄ®ÊÄ HùÃÄ Here, O Lord, Your Servants Gather ELW #530 

T��½� B½�ÝÝ®Ä¦ 
 
 
PÙ�ù�Ù  A¥ã�Ù CÊÃÃçÄ®ÊÄ 

Let us pray...Holy One, 
through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all things new. 
Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your 
healing to the naƟons. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

Please sing from your hymnal. 
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B�Ä��®�ã®ÊÄ   
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G 

S�Ä�®Ä¦ HùÃÄ Christ Is Alive! Let ChrisƟans Sing ELW #389 

D®ÝÃ®ÝÝ�½ 
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

PÊÝã½ç�� Christ Is Alive! Let ChrisƟans Sing Jonathan Reuss 
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