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Palm / Passion Sunday

March 29, 2026
10 A.M. Worship

THEME OF THE DAY (YEAR A)
Today, we encounter the paradox that defines our faith: Jesus Christ is glorified king
and humiliated servant. We too are full of paradox: like Peter, we fervently desire to
follow Christ, but find ourselves afraid, denying God. We wave palms in celebration
today as Christ comes into our midst, and we follow with trepidation as his path
leads to death on the cross. Amid it all we are invited into this paradoxical promise
of life through Christ’s broken body and outpoured love in a meal of bread and
wine. We begin this week that stands at the center of the church year, anticipating
the completion of God’s astounding work.

TOLLING THE WORSHIP HOUR

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL Matthew 21:1-11
"When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, * saying to them, “Go into the village
ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied and a colt with her;
untie them and bring them to me. ’ If anyone says anything to you, just say this,
‘The Lord needs them.” And he will send them immediately.” * This took place to
fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet:

> “Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble and
mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”
°The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; ' they brought the
donkey and the colt and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very
large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the
trees and spread them on the road. * The crowds that went ahead of him and
that followed were shouting,
“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of
the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
'“When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is
this?” "' The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in
Galilee.”

Let us go Forth in peace,
In the name of Christ. Amen.



ENTRANCE HYMN All Glory, Laud, and Honor ELW #344

Refrain
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All glo - ry, laud, and hon - or to you, re-deem-er, king,
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to  whom the lips of chil - dren made sweet ho - san-nas ring.
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1 You are the king of Is - rael and Da-vid’s roy - al Son,
2 The com-pa-ny of an - gels are prais-ing you on high;
3 The mul - 6 -tude of pil - grims with palms be - fore you went;
4 To  you, be-fore your pas - sion, they sang their hymns of praise.
5 Their prais-es you ac - cept - ed; ac - cept the prayers we bring,
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now in the Lord’s name com - ing, our King and Bless-ed One.
cre - a - tion and all mor - tals in cho-rus make re - ply.
our praise and prayer and an - thems be - fore you we pre - sent.
To  you, now high ex - alt - ed, our mel - o - dy we raise.

great au - thor of all good - ness, O good and gra-cious King.

Text: Theodulph of Orleans, ¢. 760-821; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN, Melchior Teschner, 1584-1635

GREETING

The grace of our =+ Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



FIRST READING

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray...Sovereign God,

you have established your rule in the human heart through the servanthood of Jesus
Christ. By your Spirit, keep us in the joyful procession of those who with their tongues
confess Jesus as Lord and with their lives praise him as Savior, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE / ANNOUNCEMENTS

Isaiah 50:4-9a

Pew Bible, pg. 594

The servant of the Lord expresses absolute confidence in his final vindication, despite the fact
that he has been struck and spit upon. This characteristic of the servant played an important
role in the early church’s understanding of the suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus.

“The Lord Gob has given me a trained
tongue, that | may know how to sustain
the weary with a word. Morning by
morning he wakens, wakens my ear to
listen as those who are taught. ° The Lord
GoD has opened my ear, and | was not
rebellious; | did not turn backward. ° | gave
my back to those who struck me
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the
beard; | did not hide my face from insult
and spitting.

’The Lord Gob helps me; therefore |
have not been disgraced; therefore | have
set my face like flint, and | know that | shall
not be put to shame; ® he who vindicates
me is near. Who will contend with me? Let
us stand in court together. Who are my
adversaries? Let them confront me. " It is
the Lord Gob who helps me; who will
declare me guilty?



RESPONSE TO THE FIRST READING Psalm 31:9-16
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

(sung responsively)

’Have mercy on me, O LORD, for | amin trouble;
my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat ' and my belly.
'” For my life is wasted with grief, and my ! years with sighing;
my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones | are consumed.

'] am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to ! my
acquaintances;* when they see me in the street ! they avoid me.
" Like the dead | am forgotten, | out of mind;
| am as useless as a | broken pot.

“ For | have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is ! all around;
they put their heads together against me; they plot to | take my life.
' But as for me, | have trusted in | you, O LoRb.
I have said, “You I are my God.

P My times are Lin your hand;

rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who ! persecute me.
'* Let your face shine up- ! on your servant;

save me in your | steadfast love.”



SECOND READING Philippians 2:5-11 Pew Bible, pg. 954

Paul uses an early Christian hymn to help us comprehend Jesus’ obedient selflessness on the
cross and how God has made Christ lord over all reality. The perspective of the cross becomes
the way we rightly understand God, Christ, our own lives, and fellowship within the community

of Christ.
> Let the same mind be in you that was in ’ Therefore God exalted him even more
Christ Jesus, ° who, though he existed in highly and gave him the name that is
the form of God, did not regard equality above every other name, '”so that at the

with God as something to be grasped, " but name given to Jesus every knee should
emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, bend, in heaven and on earth and under
assuming human likeness. And being found  the earth, ‘" and every tongue should

in appearance as a human, ° he humbled confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
himself and became obedient to the point glory of God the Father.

of death— even death on a cross.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ALL sing)
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Noth-ing in all cre - a - tion can sep-a-rate us from the love of God.
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Noth-ing in all cre - a - tion can sep-a-rate us from the love of God.




GOSPEL READING Matthew 26:14—27:66 Pew bible, pg. 808

In fulfillment of scripture and obedience to God'’s will, Jesus goes to the cross so that a new cov-
enant in his blood may bring forgiveness of sins. Even the soldiers who crucify him recognize him
to be the Son of God.

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
The Betrayal by Judas (Chapter 26: 14-16)

The Last Supper (26: 17-29)

Hymn There in God’s Garden ELW #342

There in God’s garden stands the Tree of Wisdom,
whose leaves hold forth the healing of the nations;
Tree of all knowledge, Tree of all compassion,

Tree of all beauty.

Its name is Jesus, name that says, “Our Savior!”
There on its branches see the scars of suff’ring;
see there the tendrils of our human selfhood
feed on its lifeblood.

© 1976 Hinshaw Music, Inc.

The Mount of Olives (26: 30-35)
Gethsemane (26: 36-56)
Hymn There in God’s Garden ELW #342

Thorns not its own are tangled in its foliage;
our greed has starved it, our despite has choked it.
Yet, look! It lives! It’s grief has not destroyed it

nor fire consumed it.
© 1976 Hinshaw Music, Inc.

The Trial before Caiaphas (26: 57-68)

Peter's Denial; Judas' Death (26: 69 — 27:10)



Jesus Before Pilate (27: 11-31)

Hymn

There in God’s Garden ELW #342

See how its branches reach to us in welcome;
hear what the Voice says, “Come to me, ye weary!
Give me your sickness, give me all your sorrow,
I will give blessing.”
© 1976 Hinshaw Music, Inc.

Golgotha (27: 32-44)

Jesus' Death (27:45-50)

Hymn

There in God’s Garden ELW #342

This is my ending, this my resurrection;
into your hands, Lord, | commit my spirit.
This have | searched for; now I can possess it.
This ground is holy.
© 1976 Hinshaw Music, Inc.

Burial (27:57-66)

The Gospel of Our Lord
Praise to You, O Christ.

(Please Stand)
Hymn

There in God’s Garden ELW #342

All heav’n is singing, “Thanks to Christ whose passion
offers in mercy healing, strength, and pardon.
Peoples and nations, take it, take it freely!”
Amen! My Master!
© 1976 Hinshaw Music, Inc.



PROFESSION OF FAITH—APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and
its needs.

(after each petition) Hear us, O God,
Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We share the peace of Christ with one another.



GATHERING OF GIFTS

(Sounds of Joy) Sicilienne Gabriel Fauré /
Robert C. Currier

Scan here to give online.

You may also make your offering via US mail, or at: give.rlcplano.org,

Thank you!



SETTING THE TABLE Surely God Is My Salvation

3 Tell the na - tions of God’s glo - Ty,
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God  of Is - rael, cal uwp - on God’s  name.
Refrain
() e fr——n
)’ 4 | | | 1 | |
:@ : l |' = [ |' ® .F * = %6
J — — — :
Shout a-loud and sing for joy, O daugh-ter Zi - on!

Sing ho-san - na!
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Great in your midst is the Lord, the Ho-ly  One!
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Shout a-loud and sing for joy, O daugh-ter Zi - on!
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Great in your midst is the Lord, the Ho - ly One!

Text: Zebulon M. Highben, b. 1979, based on Isaiah 12:2-6

Music: YISREAL V’ORAITA, Hasidic melody
Text © 2009 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray...0O God, maker of heaven and earth,
your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish the
earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the
death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in
Jesus’ name. Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

“It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...and join their unending hymn :

SANCTUS
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Ho - san - na, ho - san - na in the high - est.
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
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Our Fa-ther in heav - en, hal - lowed be your name,
n Il ]
y | T T
@c A S —————" — O —— i ———
J S— N —
your king-dom come, your will be done, on earth as in heav - en.
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Giveus to-day our dai - ly bread. For - give us our sins as we
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for-give those who sin a-gainst us. Saveus fromthe time of tri - al
0
P A
(>
®
gb—a—'—'—'—'—'—a z e —— ——
and de -liv-er wus from e - wvil. For the king-dom, the pow'r,
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and the glo-ry are yours, now and for-ev - er A - men.
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LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the  sin of the
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world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
COMMUNION HYMN Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed ELW #337
n H — [l
7 |
1 A - las! And did my Sav - ior bleed, and did my sov-'reign die?
2 Was it for sins that [ had done he groaned up - on the ftree?
3 Well might the sun in  dark - ness hide and shut its glo - ries in
4  Thus might I hide my blush-ing face while his dear cross ap - pears,
5 But tears of grief can - not re - pay the debt of love 1 owe;
%,L : i i
6 ‘. . oo —
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Would he de - vote  that sa - cred head for sin - ners such as 17
A - maz - ing pit - y, grace un-known, and love be - yond de - gree!
when God, the might - vy mak-er, died for his own crea-tures’ sin.
dis - solve my heart in thank-ful-ness, and melt my eyes to tears.
here, Lord, I give my-self a- way: 'tis all that 1 can do.

Text: [saac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.
Music: MARTYRDOM, Hugh Wilson, 1764-1824
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TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray...God of our salvation,
we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles us to you, and
strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, may we
become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION
Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, Jesus

Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, I bless you

now and always.
Amen.

14



SENDING HYMN Go to Dark Gethsemane ELW #347
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Go to dark Geth-sem - a - ne,
Fol-low to the judg-ment hall,
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Cal-v'ry’s mourn-ful moun-tain climb;
Ear-ly has - ten to  the tomb where they laid his breath-less clay;

eSS

all  who feel the tempt-er’s pow’r;
view the Lord of life ar-raigned;
there, a - dor-ing at his feet,
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your Re-deem-er’s con-flict see.
oh, the worm-wood and the gall!
mark that mir - a - cle of time,
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all 15 sol - 1 - tude and gloom.

Watch with him one bit - ter hour;
Oh, the pangshis soul sus-tained!
God’s own sac - 11 - fice com-plete.
Who has tak -en him a - way?
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turn not from his  griefs a - way;
Shun not suf-f’ring, shame, or loss;
“It is  fin-ished!” hear him cry;

Christ is 1is’n! He  meets our eyes.
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learn from Je - sus Christ to pray.
learn from him to bear the cross.

learn from Je - sus Christ to die.
Sav - ior, teach us so to rise.
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Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854
Music: GETHSEMANE, Richard Redhead, 1820-1901
DiISMISSAL
Go in peace. Believe the good news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE There in God’s Garden Robert Buckley Farlee
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