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Palm / Passion Sunday 

March 29, 2026 

10 A.M. Worship 

T«�Ã� Ê¥ ã«� D�ù (Y��Ù A) 
Today, we encounter the paradox that defines our faith: Jesus Christ is glorified king 
and humiliated servant. We too are full of paradox: like Peter, we fervently desire to 
follow Christ, but find ourselves afraid, denying God. We wave palms in celebraƟon 
today as Christ comes into our midst, and we follow with trepidaƟon as his path 
leads to death on the cross. Amid it all we are invited into this paradoxical promise 
of life through Christ’s broken body and outpoured love in a meal of bread and 
wine. We begin this week that stands at the center of the church year, anƟcipaƟng 
the compleƟon of God’s astounding work. 
  
TÊ½½®Ä¦ ã«� WÊÙÝ«®Ö HÊçÙ 
 
PÙÊ��ÝÝ®ÊÄ�½ GÊÝÖ�½ MaƩhew 21:1-11 

1 When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village 
ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey Ɵed and a colt with her; 
unƟe them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, just say this, 
‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” 4 This took place to 
fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet: 
 5 “Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble and 
 mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7 they brought the 
donkey and the colt and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8 A very 
large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the 
trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and 
that followed were shouƟng,  
 “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of 
 the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is 
this?” 11 The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in 
Galilee.” 
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Celebrating the Risen Christ through Acts of Love, Care  and Justice 
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Let us go Forth in peace, 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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EÄãÙ�Ä�� HùÃÄ All Glory, Laud, and Honor ELW #344 

The grace of our ☩ Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy  
Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.  

GÙ��ã®Ä¦ 
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PÙ�ù�Ù Ê¥ ã«� D�ù 
Let us pray...Sovereign God,  
you have established your rule in the human heart through the servanthood of Jesus 
Christ. By your Spirit, keep us in the joyful procession of those who with their tongues 
confess Jesus as Lord and with their lives praise him as Savior, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

C«®½�Ù�Ä’Ý M�ÝÝ�¦� / AÄÄÊçÄ��Ã�ÄãÝ 

F®ÙÝã R���®Ä¦   Isaiah 50:4-9a Pew Bible, pg. 594 

The servant of the Lord expresses absolute confidence in his final vindicaƟon, despite the fact 
that he has been struck and spit upon. This characterisƟc of the servant played an important 
role in the early church’s understanding of the suffering, death, and resurrecƟon of Jesus. 

W O R D 

 4 The Lord GÊ� has given me a trained 
tongue, that I may know how to sustain 
the weary with a word. Morning by 
morning he wakens, wakens my ear to 
listen as those who are taught. 5 The Lord 
GÊ� has opened my ear, and I was not 
rebellious; I did not turn backward. 6 I gave 
my back to those who struck me 
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the 
beard; I did not hide my face from insult 
and spiƫng. 

 7 The Lord GÊ� helps me; therefore I 
have not been disgraced; therefore I have 
set my face like flint, and I know that I shall 
not be put to shame; 8 he who vindicates 
me is near. Who will contend with me? Let 
us stand in court together. Who are my 
adversaries? Let them confront me. 9a It is 
the Lord GÊ� who helps me; who will 
declare me guilty? 
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R�ÝÖÊÄÝ� TÊ T«� F®ÙÝã R���®Ä¦  Psalm 31:9-16  

(sung responsively) 

 9 Have mercy on me, O LÊÙ�, for I | am in trouble; 
  my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat | and my belly. 
 10 For my life is wasted with grief, and my | years with sighing; 
  my strength fails me because of afflicƟon, and my bones | are consumed. 
 
 11 I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to | my 
 acquaintances;* when they see me in the street | they avoid me. 
 12 Like the dead I am forgoƩen, | out of mind; 
  I am as useless as a | broken pot.  
 
 13 For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is | all around; 
  they put their heads together against me; they plot to | take my life. 
 14 But as for me, I have trusted in | you, O LÊÙ�. 
  I have said, “You | are my God. 
 
 15 My Ɵmes are | in your hand; 
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who | persecute me. 
 16 Let your face shine up- | on your servant; 
  save me in your | steadfast love.”  
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S��ÊÄ� R���®Ä¦ Philippians 2:5-11 Pew Bible, pg. 954 

Paul uses an early ChrisƟan hymn to help us comprehend Jesus’ obedient selflessness on the 
cross and how God has made Christ lord over all reality. The perspecƟve of the cross becomes 
the way we rightly understand God, Christ, our own lives, and fellowship within the community 
of Christ. 

5 Let the same mind be in you that was in 
Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he existed in 
the form of God, did not regard equality 
with God as something to be grasped, 7 but 
empƟed himself, taking the form of a slave, 
assuming human likeness. And being found 
in appearance as a human, 8 he humbled 
himself and became obedient to the point 
of death— even death on a cross. 

 9 Therefore God exalted him even more 
highly and gave him the name that is 
above every other name, 10 so that at the 
name given to Jesus every knee should 
bend, in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, 11 and every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father. 

GÊÝÖ�½ A��½�Ã�ã®ÊÄ (ALL sing)   
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GÊÝÖ�½ R���®Ä¦  MaƩhew 26:14—27:66  Pew bible, pg. 808 

In fulfillment of scripture and obedience to God’s will, Jesus goes to the cross so that a new cov-
enant in his blood may bring forgiveness of sins. Even the soldiers who crucify him recognize him 
to be the Son of God. 

 The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to MaƩhew. 
  
 The Betrayal by Judas (Chapter 26: 14-16) 
 
 The Last Supper (26: 17-29) 
  
 
 Hymn There in God’s Garden ELW #342
   
  There in God’s garden stands the Tree of Wisdom, 
  whose leaves hold forth the healing of the naƟons; 
  Tree of all knowledge, Tree of all compassion, 
  Tree of all beauty. 
 
  Its name is Jesus, name that says, “Our Savior!” 
  There on its branches see the scars of suff’ring; 
  see there the tendrils of our human selĬood 
  feed on its lifeblood. 
 

© 1976 Hinshaw Music, Inc. 

 The Mount of Olives (26: 30-35) 
 
 Gethsemane (26: 36-56) 
   
 Hymn There in God’s Garden ELW #342
   
  Thorns not its own are tangled in its foliage; 
  our greed has starved it, our despite has choked it. 
  Yet, look! It lives! It’s grief has not destroyed it 
  nor fire consumed it.  

© 1976 Hinshaw Music, Inc. 
 

 The Trial before Caiaphas (26: 57-68) 
 
 Peter's Denial; Judas' Death (26: 69 — 27:10) 
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 Jesus Before Pilate (27: 11-31) 
  
 Hymn There in God’s Garden ELW #342
   
  See how its branches reach to us in welcome; 
  hear what the Voice says, “Come to me, ye weary! 
  Give me your sickness, give me all your sorrow, 
  I will give blessing.”  

© 1976 Hinshaw Music, Inc. 
 
 

 Golgotha (27: 32-44) 
 
 
 Jesus' Death (27:45-50) 
 
 
 Hymn There in God’s Garden ELW #342
   
  This is my ending, this my resurrecƟon; 
  into your hands, Lord, I commit my spirit. 
  This have I searched for; now I can possess it. 
  This ground is holy. 

© 1976 Hinshaw Music, Inc. 
 
 

 Burial  (27: 57-66) 
  
 The Gospel of Our Lord 
 Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 
 
(Please Stand) 
 Hymn There in God’s Garden ELW #342
   
  All heav’n is singing, “Thanks to Christ whose passion 
  offers in mercy healing, strength, and pardon. 
  Peoples and naƟons, take it, take it freely!” 
  Amen! My Master! 

© 1976 Hinshaw Music, Inc. 
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P���� 
The peace of Christ be with you always.    

 And also with you. 
 

We share the peace of Christ with one another. 

  
 
 
 
 
  

PÙ�ù�ÙÝ Ê¥ ã«� P�ÊÖ½� 
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and 
its needs. 
 
(aŌer each peƟƟon)   Hear us, O God, 
    Your mercy is great. 
 
Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvaƟon. 
Amen. 

PÙÊ¥�ÝÝ®ÊÄ Ê¥ F�®ã«—AÖÊÝã½�Ý’ CÙ��� 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under PonƟus Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrecƟon of the body, and the life everlasƟng. Amen. 
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G�ã«�Ù®Ä¦ Ê¥ G®¥ãÝ   

 
(Sounds of Joy) Sicilienne Gabriel Fauré /  
  Robert C. Currier 
 
   

 
 

M E A L 

Scan here to give online.  

You may also make your offering via US mail, or at: give.rlcplano.org, 

Thank you! 
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S�ãã®Ä¦ ã«� T��½� Surely God Is My SalvaƟon  

O¥¥�Ù®Ä¦ PÙ�ù�Ù 
Let us pray...O God, maker of heaven and earth, 
your steadfast love embraces all creaƟon. You send rain and sunshine to nourish the 
earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these giŌs of bread and wine, draw us into the 
death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in 
Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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T«� GÙ��ã T«�Ä»Ý¦®ò®Ä¦   

“It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…and join their unending hymn : 

S�Ä�ãçÝ   
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T«� Eç�«�Ù®Ýã®� PÙ�ù�Ù 

T«� LÊÙ�’Ý PÙ�ù�Ù 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
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CÊÃÃçÄ®ÊÄ HùÃÄ Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed ELW #337 

L�Ã� Ê¥ GÊ�   
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T��½� B½�ÝÝ®Ä¦ 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 

PÙ�ù�Ù �¥ã�Ù CÊÃÃçÄ®ÊÄ 
Let us pray...God of our salvaƟon, 
we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles us to you, and 
strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, may we 
become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creaƟon, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

S E N D I N G 
B�Ä��®�ã®ÊÄ  

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, Jesus 
Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creaƟon, ☩ bless you 
now and always. 
Amen. 
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D®ÝÃ®ÝÝ�½ 
Go in peace. Believe the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 

PÊÝã½ç�� There in God’s Garden Robert Buckley Farlee 

S�Ä�®Ä¦ HùÃÄ Go to Dark Gethsemane ELW #347 
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