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Fifth Sunday in Lent

March 22, 2026
10 A.M. Worship

THEME OF THE DAY (YEAR A)
In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the
dead. The prophet Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To
those in exile or living in the shadows of death, these stories proclaim God'’s
promise of resurrection. In baptism we die with Christ that we might also be raised
with him to new life. At the Easter Vigil we will welcome the newly baptized as we
remember God’s unfailing promise in our baptism.

PRELUDE Jesus, Priceless Treasure G. P. Telemann

TOLLING THE WORSHIP HOUR

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy
endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all
offenses.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Mighty Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of the
Spirit: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.



For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining the living water
Christ offers: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope
in the world: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s call to come
forth to life: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift of God,
you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the name of * Jesus Christ, your
sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you,
pours God’s love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace.

Amen.
ENTRANCE HYMN Restore in Us, O God ELW #328
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1 Re - store in us, O God, the splen-dor of your love; re -
2 0O Spir - it, wake in  us the won-der of your pow’r; [rom
3 Bring us, O Christ, to share the full - ness of your joy; bap -
4 Three-per - soned God, ful - fill the prom-ise of your grace, that
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new your im-age in  our hearts,and all our sins rte - move.
fruit-less fear un - furl our lives like spring-time bud and flow'r.
tize us in the r1is - en life that death can-not de - stroy.
we, when all our search-ing ends, may see you face to face.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944

Music: BAYLOR, Hal H. Hopson, b. 1933

Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company.

Music © 1985 Hepe Publishing Cempany, Carel Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



GREETING

The grace of our = Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray...Almighty God,
your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon us the
power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in
righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE / ANNOUNCEMENTS



FIRST READING

Ezekiel 37:1-14

Pew Bible, pg. 704

Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though dead in
exile, will live again in their land through God'’s life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured
that through this vision they will know that “l am the Lord.”

"The hand of the LORD came upon me, and
he brought me out by the spirit of the
LORD and set me down in the middle of a
valley; it was full of bones. * He led me all
around them; there were very many lying
in the valley, and they were very dry. ° He
said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?”
| answered, “O Lord Gob, you know.”
“Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these
bones and say to them: O dry bones, hear
the word of the LORD. ° Thus says the Lord
GoD to these bones: | will cause breath to
enter you, and you shall live. ° I will lay
sinews on you and will cause flesh to come
upon you and cover you with skin and put
breath in you, and you shall live, and you
shall know that | am the LORD.”

’So | prophesied as | had been
commanded, and as | prophesied,
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and

the bones came together, bone to its bone.

®1 looked, and there were sinews on them,
and flesh had come upon them, and skin
had covered them, but there was no
breath in them. ° Then he said to me,

“Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal,
and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord
GoD: Come from the four winds, O breath,
and breathe upon these slain, that they
may live.” "’ | prophesied as he
commanded me, and the breath came into
them, and they lived and stood on their
feet, a vast multitude.

" Then he said to me, “Mortal, these
bones are the whole house of Israel. They
say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope
is lost; we are cut off completely.’

' Therefore prophesy and say to them:
Thus says the Lord GoD: | am going to open
your graves and bring you up from your
graves, O my people, and | will bring you
back to the land of Israel. * And you shall
know that | am the LORD when | open your
graves and bring you up from your graves,
O my people. ““ 1 will put my spirit within
you, and you shall live, and | will place you
on your own soil; then you shall know that
|, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says
the LORD.”



RESPONSE TO THE FIRST READING Psalm 130
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

(sung responsively)

"out ! of the depths
| cry to | you, O LORD;
’ 0 Lorb, | hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my ! supplication.

* If you were to keep watch I over sins,
O LoRbD, I who could stand?

“ Yet with you | is forgiveness,
in order that you ! may be feared.

° | wait for you, O Lorb; ! my soul waits;
in your word lis my hope.

° My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch | for the morning,
more than those who keep watch | for the morning.

0 Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is | steadfast love;
with the LORD there is plen- l teous redemption.

® For the LORD shall | redeem Israel
from ! all their sins.



SECOND READING

Romans 8:6-11

Pew Bible, pg. 919

For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. The driving force be-
hind our actions and values is not our sinful desire for self-satisfaction but the very Spirit by
which God raised Jesus from the dead and will also raise us from the dead.

°To set the mind on the flesh is death, but
to set the mind on the Spirit is life and
peace. ' For this reason the mind that is set
on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not
submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot,
®and those who are in the flesh cannot
please God.

°But you are not in the flesh; you are in
the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ALL sing)

of Christ does not belong to him. "’ But if
Christ is in you, then the body is dead
because of sin, but the Spirit is life because
of righteousness. ' If the Spirit of him who
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you,
he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead
will give life to your mortal bodies also
through his Spirit that dwells in you.
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Noth-ing in all cre - a - tion can sep-a-rate us from the love of God.
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Noth-ing in all cre - a - tion can sep-a-rate us from the love of God.



GOSPEL READING John 11: 1-45 Pew bible, pg. 873

Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic scene, he
calls his friend out of the tomb and restores him to life.

The Holy Gospel according to John, chapter 11:
Glory to You, O Lord.

[The reading is omitted for space. You may
follow in your pew bible beginning on pg.
873.]

The Gospel of Our Lord
Praise to You, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor William Jon lrons



HYMN OF THE DAY
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when from death I'm free,

I'll sing on;

What Wondrous Love Is This ELW #666
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Il What won-drous love 1s this, O my soul, O my soul! What
2 When I  was sink - ing down, sink-ing down, sink-ing down, when
3 To God and to the Lamb I will singg I will sing; to
4 And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, Tl sing on; and
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won - drous love is this, O my soul! What won-drous love is this
I was sink - ing down, sink-ing down, when [ was sink - ing down
God and to the Lamb I will sing; to God and to the Lamb,

and when from death I'm free,
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that caused the Lord of  bliss to bear the dread-ful curse for my
be - neath God’s righ-teous frown, Christ laid a - side his crown for my
who is the great [ AM, while mil - lions join the theme, I waill
I'll  sing God’s love for me, and through e - ter - mi - ty T'll sing
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soul, for my soul, to bear the dread-ful curse for my soul?
soul, for my soul, Christ laid a - side his crown for my soul.
sing, [ will sing, while mil - lions join the theme, 1 will sing.
on, [I'll sing on; and through ¢ - ter - ni - ty I'll sing on.
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Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt.

Music: WONDROUS LOVE, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; arr. Paul J. Christiansen, 1914-1997, alt.

Arr. © 1955 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



PROFESSION OF FAITH—APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and
its needs.

(after each petition) Hear us, O God,
Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We share the peace of Christ with one another.



GATHERING OF GIFTS
(Chancel Choir) Prayer of St. Benedict Robert Benson

O gracious and holy Father,
give us wisdom to perceive thee;
diligence to seek thee,
patience to wait for thee,
eyes to behold thee,
a heart to meditate on thee,
and a life to proclaim thee
through the power of the Spirit of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Attributed to St. Benedict
(c. 480-547)
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Scan here to give online.
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You may also make your offering via US mail, or at: give.rlcplano.org,

Thank you!
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SETTING THE TABLE Surely God Is My Salvation

3 Tell the na - tions of God’s glo - Ty,
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Shout a-loud and sing for joy, O daugh-ter Zi - on!

Sing ho-san - na!
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Great in your midst is the Lord, the Ho-ly  One!
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Shout a-loud and sing for joy, O daugh-ter Zi - on!
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Great in your midst is the Lord, the Ho - ly One!

Text: Zebulon M. Highben, b. 1979, based on Isaiah 12:2-6

Music: YISREAL V’ORAITA, Hasidic melody
Text © 2009 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray...0O God, maker of heaven and earth,
your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish the
earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the
death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in
Jesus’ name. Amen.
11



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our  God.
0 1
Y D
Q@ * * o . o o o
o N~
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

“It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...and join their unending hymn :

SANCTUS
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Ho - san - na, ho - san - na in the high - est.
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
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Our Fa-ther in heav - en, hal - lowed be your name,
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your king-dom come, your will be done, on earth as in heav - en.
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Giveus to-day our dai - ly bread. For - give us our sins as we
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for-give those who sin a-gainst us. Saveus fromthe time of tri - al
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and the glo-ry are yours, now and for-ev - er A - men.
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LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the  sin of the
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world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
COMMUNION HYMN You Are the Way ELW #758
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1 You are the way; to you a - lone from sin and death we flee;
2 You are the truth; your word a - lone true wis -dom can 1m - part;
3 You are the life; the rend-ing tomb pro - claims your con-qu’ring arm;
4 You are the way, the truth, the life; grant us that way to  know,
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all those who search for God, you find and by your grace set free.
you on -ly can in-form the mind and pu - ri - fy the heart.
and those who put their trust in you not death nor hell shall harm.
that truth to keep, that life to win, whose joys e - ter - nal flow.
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Text: George W. Doane, 1799-1859, alt.
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Music: DUNDEE, Psalter, Edinburgh, 1615



TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray...God of our salvation,
we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles us to you, and
strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, may we
become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION
Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, Jesus

Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, *F bless you
now and always.
Amen.

15



SENDING HYMN

Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing

ELW #886
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1 Oh, for a thou-sand tongues to sing my great Re-deem-er’s praise,
2 My gra - cious Mas - ter and my God, as - sist me to pro - claim,
3 The name of Je - sus charms our fears and bids our sor-rows cease,
4 He speaks, and lis-(Cning to his voice,new life the dead re - ceive;
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the glo - ries of my God and king, the  tri-umphs of his grace!
to spread through all the earth a -broad the hon-ors of your name.
sings mu - sic in the sin-ner’s ears, brings life and health and peace.
the mourn - ful, bro-ken hearts re - joice, the hum -ble poor be - lieve.
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5 Look unto him, your Savior own, 6
O fallen human race!
Look and be saved through faith alone,
be justified by grace!

be now and ever giv'n

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: AZMON, Carl G. Glaser, 1 784—1829; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792—1872

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Believe the good news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow
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To God all glory, praise, and love

by saints below and saints above,
the church in earth and heav’n.

Robert J. Powell
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