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Fourth Sunday in Lent 

March 15, 2026 

10 A.M. Worship 

T«�Ã� Ê¥ ã«� D�ù (Y��Ù A) 
BapƟsm is someƟmes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the story 
of the man born blind healed by Christ. “I was blind, now I see,” declares the man. 
In bapƟsm God opens our eyes to see the truth of who we are: God’s beloved 
children. As David was anointed king of Israel, in bapƟsm God anoints our head 
with oil, and calls us to bear witness to the light of Christ in our daily lives. 
 
PÙ�½ç�� My Song Is Love Unknown Benjamin M. Culli  
   
TÊ½½®Ä¦ ã«� WÊÙÝ«®Ö HÊçÙ 
 
CÊÄ¥�ÝÝ®ÊÄ �Ä� FÊÙ¦®ò�Ä�ÝÝ 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 
endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all 
offenses. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Mighty Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of the 
Spirit: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
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Celebrating the Risen Christ through Acts of Love, Care  and Justice 

 
Lu

th
er

an
 C

h
u
rc

h
 

R
esu

rre
cti

on
  



 2 

 

EÄãÙ�Ä�� HùÃÄ Christ, the Life of All the Living ELW #339 

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambiƟon, and for disdaining the living water 
Christ offers: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusƟng signs of your healing and hope 
in the world: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s call to come 
forth to life: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free giŌ of God, 
you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 
sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you, 
pours God’s love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace. 
Amen. 
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The grace of our ☩ Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy  
Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.  

GÙ��ã®Ä¦ 

PÙ�ù�Ù Ê¥ ã«� D�ù 
Let us pray...Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ,  
and come among us. By your gracious life and death for us, bring light into the darkness 
of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

C«®½�Ù�Ä’Ý M�ÝÝ�¦� / AÄÄÊçÄ��Ã�ÄãÝ 
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F®ÙÝã R���®Ä¦   1 Samuel 16:1-13 Pew Bible, pg. 226 

Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse and did not match 
his brothers in height or other physical characterisƟcs. With the anoinƟng came endowment 
with the Spirit of the Lord, designaƟng David as the Lord’s chosen successor to Saul. 

W O R D 

1 The LÊÙ� said to Samuel, “How long will 
you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him 
from being king over Israel. Fill your horn 
with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse 
the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for 
myself a king among his sons.” 2 Samuel 
said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he 
will kill me.” And the LÊÙ� said, “Take a 
heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to 
sacrifice to the LÊÙ�.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the 
sacrifice, and I will show you what you 
shall do, and you shall anoint for me the 
one whom I name to you.” 4 Samuel did 
what the LÊÙ� commanded and came to 
Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to 
meet him trembling and said, “Do you 
come peaceably?” 5 He said, “Peaceably. I 
have come to sacrifice to the LÊÙ�; sancƟfy 
yourselves and come with me to the 
sacrifice.” And he sancƟfied Jesse and his 
sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 
  6 When they came, he looked on Eliab 
and thought, “Surely his anointed is now 
before the LÊÙ�.” 7 But the LÊÙ� said to 
Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or 
on the height of his stature, because I have 
rejected him, for the LÊÙ� does not see as 

mortals see; they look on the outward 
appearance, but the LÊÙ� looks on the 
heart.” 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and 
made him pass before Samuel. He said, 
“Neither has the LÊÙ� chosen this one.”  
9 Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And 
he said, “Neither has the LÊÙ� chosen this 
one.” 10 Jesse made seven of his sons pass 
before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, 
“The LÊÙ� has not chosen any of these.”  
11 Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons 
here?” And he said, “There remains yet the 
youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” 
And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring 
him, for we will not sit down unƟl he 
comes here.” 12 He sent and brought him 
in. Now he was ruddy and had beauƟful 
eyes and was handsome. The LÊÙ� said, 
“Rise and anoint him, for this is the one.”  
13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and 
anointed him in the presence of his 
brothers, and the spirit of the LÊÙ� came 
mighƟly upon David from that day forward. 
Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
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R�ÝÖÊÄÝ� TÊ T«� F®ÙÝã R���®Ä¦  Psalm 23 

(sung responsively) 

 1 The LÊÙ� | is my shepherd; 
  I shall not | be in want. 
 2 The LÊÙ� makes me lie down | in green pastures 
  and leads me be- | side sƟll waters. 

 
 3 You restore my | soul, O LÊÙ�, 
  and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 
 4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.  

 
 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 
 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the | LÊÙ� forever.  
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S��ÊÄ� R���®Ä¦ Ephesians 5:8-14 Pew Bible, pg. 951 

Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct our lives in ways that 
reflect the light of Christ, so that our acƟvity is truly pleasing to God. 

8 Once you were darkness, but now in the 
Lord you are light. Walk as children of light, 
9 for the fruit of the light is found in all that 
is good and right and true. 10 Try to find out 
what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Take no part 
in the unfruiƞul works of darkness; rather, 
expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to 
menƟon what such people do secretly,  

13 but everything exposed by the light 
becomes visible, 14 for everything that 
becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,  
 “Sleeper, awake! 
  Rise from the dead, 
 and Christ will shine on you.” 

GÊÝÖ�½ A��½�Ã�ã®ÊÄ (ALL sing)   
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GÊÝÖ�½ R���®Ä¦  John 9:1-41 Pew bible, pg. 871 

Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hosƟle reacƟon that he regards as spiritual blindness 
to the things of God. 

The Holy Gospel according to John, chapter 9: 
Glory to You, O Lord. 

The Gospel of Our Lord 
Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
 
[The reading is omiƩed for space. You may 
follow in your pew bible beginning on pg. 
871.]  

S�ÙÃÊÄ  Pastor William Jon Irons  
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HùÃÄ Ê¥ ã«� D�ù O God, You Search Me 
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PÙ�ù�ÙÝ Ê¥ ã«� P�ÊÖ½� 
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and 
its needs. 
 
(aŌer each peƟƟon)   Hear us, O God, 
    Your mercy is great. 
 
Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvaƟon. 
Amen. 

P���� 
The peace of Christ be with you always.    

 And also with you. 
 

We share the peace of Christ with one another. 

PÙÊ¥�ÝÝ®ÊÄ Ê¥ F�®ã«—AÖÊÝã½�Ý’ CÙ��� 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under PonƟus Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrecƟon of the body, and the life everlasƟng. Amen. 
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G�ã«�Ù®Ä¦ Ê¥ G®¥ãÝ   

 
(New Spirit) Let My Spirit Always Sing Shirley Erena Murray 
  Jane Marshall 
Let my spirit always sing, though my heart be wintering, 
though the season of despair give no sign that you are there, 
God to whom my days belong, let there always be a song. 
 
Though my body be confined let your word engage my mind, 
let the inner eye discern how much more there is to learn, 
see a world becoming whole through the window of the soul. 
 
Let your wisdom grace my years, choose my words and chase my fears, 
give me wit to welcome change, to accept, and not estrange, 
let my joy be full and deep in the knowledge that I keep. 
 
Let my spirit always sing, to your Spirit answering, 
through the silence, through the pain know my hope is not in vain, 
like a feather on your breath trust your love, through life and death. 
 
Text: Shirley Erena Murray, 1931–2020 
Text © 1996 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. 
 
  

 
 

M E A L 

Scan here to give online.  

You may also make your offering via US mail, or at: give.rlcplano.org, 

Thank you! 
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S�ãã®Ä¦ ã«� T��½� Surely God Is My SalvaƟon  

O¥¥�Ù®Ä¦ PÙ�ù�Ù 
Let us pray...O God, maker of heaven and earth, 
your steadfast love embraces all creaƟon. You send rain and sunshine to nourish the 
earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these giŌs of bread and wine, draw us into the 
death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in 
Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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T«� GÙ��ã T«�Ä»Ý¦®ò®Ä¦   

“It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…and join their unending hymn : 

S�Ä�ãçÝ   
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T«� Eç�«�Ù®Ýã®� PÙ�ù�Ù 

T«� LÊÙ�’Ý PÙ�ù�Ù 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
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CÊÃÃçÄ®ÊÄ HùÃÄ AnoinƟng Fall on Me  

L�Ã� Ê¥ GÊ�   

AnoinƟng fall on me 
AnoinƟng fall on me 
Let the power of the Holy Ghost fall on me 
AnoinƟng fall on me 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Donn Thomas 
CCLI Song #859126 
© 1992 New Spring 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License #679478 
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T��½� B½�ÝÝ®Ä¦ 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 

PÙ�ù�Ù �¥ã�Ù CÊÃÃçÄ®ÊÄ 
Let us pray...God of our salvaƟon, 
we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles us to you, and 
strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, may we 
become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creaƟon, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

S E N D I N G 
B�Ä��®�ã®ÊÄ  

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, Jesus 
Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creaƟon, ☩ bless you 
now and always. 
Amen. 
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D®ÝÃ®ÝÝ�½ 
Go in peace. Believe the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 

PÊÝã½ç�� Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church Wilbur Held 

S�Ä�®Ä¦ HùÃÄ Amazing Grace, How Sweet The Sound ELW #779 
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