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Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 10, 2024
10 A.M. Worship

THEME OF THE DAY
The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent is the
promise God makes to Moses: those who look on the bronze serpent will live. In
today’s gospel Jesus says he will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so that
those who look to him in faith will live. When we receive the sign of the cross in
baptism, that cross becomes the sign we can look to in faith for healing, for
restored relationship to God, for hope when we are dying. (Year B)

PRELUDE Wondrous Love Karl Osterland
TOLLING THE WORSHIP HOUR

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, who writes the law on our hearts, who
draws all people together through Jesus.
Amen.

Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,

we confess that we are caught in snares of sin and cannot break free. We
hoard resources while our neighbors are hungry and cold. We speak in ways
that silence others. We are silent when we should speak up. We keep score in
our hearts. We let hurts grow into hatred. For all these things and for sins
only you know, forgive us, Lord. Amen.

Here is a flood of grace: Out of love for the whole world, God draws near to us,
breaks every snare of sin, washes away our wrongs, and restores the promise
of life through  Jesus Christ.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN Christ Is the Life
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1 Christ is the life of all that is, God’s pure cre-a - tive Word,
2 Christ 1s the death of all that is, a broad and beck-’'ning tomb,
3 Christ 1s the death of all that is, a bright, con - sum - ing fire,

4 Christ 1s the life of all that is, Be - gin-ning and the End;
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whose pow’r be - yond and through all space the worlds to Be -ing stirred.
who wel - comes us from well-worn ways to dark-ness of the womb.

whose flames re - quire our  pri - or self as kin-dling for the pyre.
cre - a - tive force, most peace - ful death, trans-form-ing burn-ing brand.
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Christ is the life be- yond all time, cre - a-tion’s birth and breath,
Christ  is the death, the sink - ing down past all de - sire and fear,
Christ is the death of dust - y days of un-cre - a - tive strife,
Christ is the life, in whose wise love cre - a-tion lives and dies
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whose la - bor brings all  things to  be and brings all things to  death.
whose prom-ise in the gen - tle dark bids new-ness to  ap - pear.
for out from fire we tread up - on the thresh-old of new life.
and thus for - ev - er - more shall bless the Source,the liv - ing Christ.

Text: Susan Palo Cherwien
Music: KINGSFOLD, English melody

Text © 1989 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, *+ the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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have mer - cy.
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men



FIRST READING

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray... O God, rich in mercy,

by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world and rescued us from the
hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all our deeds may reflect your love,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON / ANNOUNCEMENTS

Numbers 21:4-9

Pew Bible, pg. 122

Though God provides food and water for the Israelites in the wilderness, they whine and
grumble. They forget about the salvation they experienced in the exodus. God punishes them for
their sin, but when they repent God also provides a means of healing: a bronze serpent lifted up

on a pole.

* From Mount Hor they set out by the way
to the Red Sea, to go around the land of
Edom, but the people became discouraged
on the way. > The people spoke against
God and against Moses, “Why have you
brought us up out of Egypt to die in the
wilderness? For there is no food and no
water, and we detest this miserable

food.” ® Then the Lord sent

poisonous serpents among the people,
and they bit the people, so that many
Israelites died. ’ The people came to Moses

and said, “We have sinned by speaking
against the Lord and against you; pray to
the Lord to take away the serpents from
us.” So Moses prayed for the people. ® And
the Lord said to Moses, “Make a
poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole,
and everyone who is bitten shall look at it
and live.” °So Moses made a serpent of
bronze and put it upon a pole, and
whenever a serpent bit someone, that
person would look at the serpent of
bronze and live.



RESPONSE TO THE FIRST READING (sung responsively) Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

'Give thanks to the LORD, for the I LorD is good,* for God’s mercy en- I dures forever.
’Let the redeemed of the | LorD proclaim
that God redeemed them from the hand ! of the foe,

“gathering them in ! from the lands;

from the east and from the west, from the north and | from the south.
’Some were fools and took re- | bellious paths;* through their sins they | were afflicted.
"They loathed all man- I ner of food* and drew near ! to death’s door.
“Then in their trouble they cried ! to the LorD

and you delivered them from | their distress.
“°You sent forth your | word and healed them* and rescued them ! from the grave.
“'Let them give thanks to you, LORD, for your | steadfast love

and your wonderful works I for all people.

*’Let them offer sacrifices | of thanksgiving® and tell of your deeds with I shouts of joy.



SECOND READING

Ephesians 2:1-10

Pew Bible, pg. 949

While we were dead in our sinfulness, God acted to make us alive as a gift of grace in Christ
Jesus. We are saved not by what we do but by grace through faith. Thus our good works are
really a reflection of God’s grace at work in our lives.

2 You were dead through the trespasses
and sins %in which you once walked,
following the course of this world,
following the ruler of the power of the air,
the spirit that is now at work among those
who are disobedient. > All of us once lived
among them in the passions of our flesh,
doing the will of flesh and senses, and we
were by nature children of wrath, like
everyone else, *but God, who is rich in
mercy, out of the great love with which he
loved us > even when we were dead
through our trespasses, made us alive
together with Christ—by grace you have

been saved— ®and raised us up with him
and seated us with him in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus, ” so that in the ages
to come he might show the immeasurable
riches of his grace in kindness toward us in
Christ Jesus. ® For by grace you have been
saved through faith, and this is not your
own doing; it is the gift of God— ° not the
result of works, so that no one may

boast. ° For we are what he has made us,
created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand so that
we may walk in them.



LENTEN ACCLAMATION  Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery ELW #334
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1 Tree of Life and awe - some mys - try, in  your
2 We re - mem - ber truth once spo - ken, love passed
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death we are re - born; though you die in all of
on  through act and word; ev - ty per - son lost and
though our steps may be; one with you in joy and
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rise with ev - ’ry morn.
bod -y of our Lord.
riv - er, you the sea.
Lent 4

Give us eyes to see you clearly;
make us children of your light.
Give us hearts to live more nearly
as your gospel shining bright.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: Marty Haugen
Text and music © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



GOSPEL READING

John 3:14-21

Pew Bible, pg. 864

To explain the salvation of God to the religious leader, Nicodemus, Jesus refers to the scripture
passage quoted in today’s first reading. Just as those who looked upon the bronze serpent were
healed, so people will be saved when they behold Christ lifted up on the cross.

The Holy Gospel according to John, chapter 3:

Glory to you, O Lord.

* And just as Moses lifted up the serpent
in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man
be lifted up, * that whoever believes in
him may have eternal life.

®“For God so loved the world that he
gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may
have eternal life.

Y “Indeed, God did not send the Son into
the world to condemn the world but in
order that the world might be saved
through him. ® Those who believe in him
are not condemned, but those who do not

SERMON

believe are condemned already because
they have not believed in the name of the
only Son of God. *? And this is the
judgment, that the light has come into the
world, and people loved darkness rather
than light because their deeds were

evil. ?° For all who do evil hate the light
and do not come to the light, so that their
deeds may not be exposed. ** But those
who do what is true come to the light, so
that it may be clearly seen that their
deeds have been done in God.”

The Gospel of Our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Pastor William Jon Irons



HYMN OF THE DAY God Loved the World ELW #323
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1 God loved the world so that he gave his on - ly
2 Christ Je - sus is the ground of  faith, who was made
3 If you are  1ill, if  death draws near, this truth your
4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son for - gives all
5 All glo - ry to the Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly
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Son the lost to save, that all who would in
flesh and suf - fered death; all who con - fide n
trou - bled heart can cheer: Christ Je - sus res - cues
sins that you have done, and jus - ti - fied by
Spir - i, Three in One! To you, O bless - ed
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him  be - lieve should ev - er - last - ing life re - ceive.
Christ a - lone are built on this chief cor - ner - stone.
us from death; that is the firm - est ground of faith.
Je - sus’ blood, your bap - tism grants the high - est good.
Trin - 1 - ty, be praise now and e - ter - nal - ly!
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Text: Gesangbuch, Bollhagen, 1791; tr. August Crull, 1846-1923, alt.
Music: ROCKINGHAM OLD, Edward Miller, 1731-1807, adapt.



PROFESSION OF FAITH—APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-being
of creation, and a world in need.

(after each petition) Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We share the peace of Christ with one another.

10



GATHERING OF GIFTS

(Sounds of Joy) Fantasy in C Minor Arnold B. Sherman

X
Scan here to give online. Ellpﬁm

You may also make your offering via US mail, or at: give.rlcplano.org, | " ﬂm;

Thank you!

11



SETTING THE TABLE Seed That in Earth Is Dying ELW #330
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I.Seed  that in earth is dy - ing grows in - to ears of
2. We were bap-tized in Je - sus, in - to his death and
3.Seed  that in earth is dy - ing ris - es to bear much
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grain. Grapes that  are crushed in the ves - sel
grave, to res - ur - rec - tion's pro - mise:
fruit. Christ, as we  meet at your ta - Dble,
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turn  in - to gold - en  wine. God, through this mys - ter -y grant us
praise and e - ter - nal life. Heav - en's own prais - es be - gin here
give us the bread of life. Lord, we do thank and a - dore vyou!
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faith in our deep - est dark - ness, life in our night and death.
where you your - self are near  us, deep in our night and death.
Un - ceas-ing praise of the a - ges ris - es from night and death.
Text: Svein Ellingsen, b. 1929; tr. Hedwig T. Durnbaugh, b. 1929 SAKORN SOM D@R | JORDEN
English text © Hedwig T. Durnbaugh, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 7676876

Tr. © Hedwig T. Durnbaugh
Music © Norsk Musikforlag

OFFERING PRAYER

12

Let us pray...Jesus, you are the bread of life

and the host of this meal. Bless these gifts that we have gathered that all people may
know your goodness. Feed us not only with this holy food but with hunger for justice and
peace. We pray this in your name. Amen.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW pg
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
“It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...and join their unending hymn :
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER (traditional text)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD ELW pg. 146
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

14



COMMUNION HYMN What Wondrous Love Is This ELW #666
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1 What won-drous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! What
2 When 1 was sink - ing down, sink-ing down, sink-ing down, when
3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, 1 will sing; to
4 And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, TIll sing on; and
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won - drous love is this, O my soul! What won-drous love
I was sink - ing down, sink-ing down, when I was sink -
God and to the Lamb I will sing; to God and to

when from death I'm free, I'll sing on;
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and when from death I'm free,
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soul, for my soul, to bear the dread-ful curse for my soul?
soul, for my soul, Christ laid a - side his crown for my soul.
sing, 1 will sing, while mil - lions join the theme, 1 will sing.
on, TI'll sing on; and through e - ter - m - ty I'll sing on.
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Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt.

Music: WONDROUS LOVE, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; arr. Paul J. Christiansen, 19141997, alt.
Arr. © 1955 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray...Generous God,

at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. As grains of wheat are gathered

into one bread, now make us one loaf to feed the world; in the name of Jesus, the Bread
of life. Amen.

BENEDICTION

Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, renewed. God bless you and keep you,
shower you with mercy;, fill you with courage, and *F give you peace.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN Lift High the Cross ELW #660
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1 Come, Chris - tians, fol - low where our cap - tain trod,
2 All new - born ser - vants of the Cru - c1 - fied
3 0 Lord, once Iift - ed on the glo - rious tree,
4 So shall  our song of tri - umph ev - er be:
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Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956
Music: CRUCIFER, Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947
Text and music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60138. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share your bread.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE Nothing But the Blood of Jesus Jim Loeffler
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Resurrection Lutheran Staff

Ministers

Pastor [ext. 115] Rev. William Jon Irons [pastorbill@rlcplano.org]
Office Administrator [ext. 110] Misti Retan [misti@rlcplano.org]

Director of Children's Ministry and Education [Ext 116] Betsy Boyd [betsy@rlcplano.org]

Director of Youth Ministry [ext. 118] Ann Loeffler [ann@rlcplano.org]

Director of Worship & Music [ext. 114] Jim Loeffler [jim@rlcplano.org]

Volunteer Staff & Leadership

Council President Bruce Fisher [brucewfisher@gmail.com]
Council Vice President Kathy Barrett- [kwbarret@verizon.net]
Council Secretary Beth Smith [fraubeth@att.net]

Council Treasurer Jan Frum [jlfrum@verizon.net ]

Liaison for Worship Amy Gebrian [a4704g@verizon.net]

Liaison for Witness Marylou Boardman [g777879@yahoo.com]
Liaison for Learn Katherine Bandy [kmbmilton@gmail.com]
Liaison for Serve Becky Schuerman Choi [beckyschuerman@gmail.com]
Liaison for Ancillary Ministries Sallie Diamond [dithr@aol.com]

Liaison for Support Adam Schroeder [ajschO5@gmail.com]
Butterflier Editor (Newsletter) Rita Fischer [nygiantfan2@verizon.net]
School Supply Project info@theschoolsupplyproject.org

Facility Supervision / Liaison for Support Adam Schroeder [ajschO5@gmail.com]
AM'’s & Acolyte Coordinator Lynn Waterman [joyfullynn@sbcglobal.net]
Altar Guild & Flowers Jan Frum [jifrum@verizon.net]
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Liturgy, hymns, music, and artwork usage covered under licenses:
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RLC recycles all bulletins.

18



