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Third Sunday in Lent 

March 8, 2026 

10 A.M. Worship 

T«�Ã� Ê¥ ã«� D�ù (Y��Ù A) 
In today’s gospel the Samaritan woman asks Jesus for water, an image of our thirst 
for God. Jesus offers living water, a sign of God’s grace flowing from the waters of 
bapƟsm. The early church used this gospel and those of the next two Sundays to 
deepen bapƟsmal reflecƟon during the final days of preparaƟon before bapƟsm at 
Easter. As we journey to the resurrecƟon feast, Christ comes among us in word, 
bath, and meal—offering us the life-giving water of God’s mercy and forgiveness. 
 
PÙ�½ç�� Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery Brenda Portman  
   
TÊ½½®Ä¦ ã«� WÊÙÝ«®Ö HÊçÙ 
 
CÊÄ¥�ÝÝ®ÊÄ �Ä� FÊÙ¦®ò�Ä�ÝÝ 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 
endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all 
offenses. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Mighty Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of the 
Spirit: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

w
w

w
.rl

cp
la

no
.o

rg
   

   
(9

72
) 8

67
-0

46
0 

  

Celebrating the Risen Christ through Acts of Love, Care  and Justice 
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EÄãÙ�Ä�� HùÃÄ Come to the Water of Life  

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambiƟon, and for disdaining the living water 
Christ offers: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusƟng signs of your healing and hope 
in the world: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s call to come 
forth to life: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free giŌ of God, 
you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 
sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you, 
pours God’s love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace. 
Amen. 
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The grace of our ☩ Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy  
Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.  

GÙ��ã®Ä¦ 

PÙ�ù�Ù Ê¥ ã«� D�ù 
Let us pray...Merciful God,  
the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash away our sin. Give us this 
water always. Bring us to drink from the well that flows with the beauty of your truth 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

C«®½�Ù�Ä’Ý M�ÝÝ�¦� / AÄÄÊçÄ��Ã�ÄãÝ 

“Come to the Water of Life” 
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F®ÙÝã R���®Ä¦   Exodus 17:1-7 Pew Bible, pg. 56 

Because the thirsty Israelites quarreled with Moses and put God to the test, Moses cried out in 
desperaƟon to God. God commanded Moses to strike the rock to provide water for the people. 
The doubt-filled quesƟon—“Is the Lord among us or not?”—received a very posiƟve answer. 

W O R D 

1 From the wilderness of Sin the whole 
congregaƟon of the Israelites journeyed by 
stages, as the LÊÙ� commanded. They 
camped at Rephidim, but there was no 
water for the people to drink. 2 The people 
quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us 
water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why 
do you quarrel with me? Why do you test 
the LÊÙ�?” 3 But the people thirsted there 
for water, and the people complained 
against Moses and said, “Why did you 
bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our 
children and livestock with thirst?” 4 So 
Moses cried out to the LÊÙ�, “What shall I 
do for this people? They are almost ready 

to stone me.” 5 The LÊÙ� said to Moses, 
“Go on ahead of the people and take some 
of the elders of Israel with you; take in 
your hand the staff with which you struck 
the Nile and go. 6 I will be standing there in 
front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike 
the rock, and water will come out of it, so 
that the people may drink.” Moses did so, 
in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 He 
called the place Massah and Meribah, 
because the Israelites quarreled and tested 
the LÊÙ�, saying, “Is the LÊÙ� among us or 
not?” 
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R�ÝÖÊÄÝ� TÊ T«� F®ÙÝã R���®Ä¦  Psalm 95 

(sung responsively) 

 1 Come, let us sing | to the LÊÙ�;* let us shout for joy to the rock of | our salvaƟon. 
 2 Let us come before God’s presence | with thanksgiving 
  and raise a loud shout to the | LÊÙ� with psalms. 
 
 3 For you, LÊÙ�, | are a great God,* and a great ruler a- | bove all gods. 
 4 In your hand are the caverns | of the earth;* the heights of the hills are | also yours. 
 
 5 The sea is yours, | for you made it,* and your hands have molded | the dry land. 
 6 Come, let us worship | and bow down,* let us kneel before the | LÊÙ� our maker.  
 
 7 For the LÊÙ� is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep | of God’s 
 hand.* Oh, that today you would | hear God’s voice! 
 8 “Harden | not your hearts,* as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah | in the desert. 
 
 9 There your ancestors | tested me, 
  they put me to the test, though they had | seen my works. 
 10 Forty years I loathed that gener- | aƟon, saying, 
  ‘The heart of this people goes astray; they do not | know my ways.’ 
 
 11 Indeed I swore | in my anger,* ‘They shall never come | to my rest.’ ” 
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S��ÊÄ� R���®Ä¦ Romans 5:1-11 Pew Bible, pg. 917 

Though we oŌen hear that God helps those who help themselves, here Paul tells us that through 
Jesus’ death God helps uƩerly helpless sinners. Since we who had been enemies are reconciled 
to God in the cross, we now live in hope for our final salvaƟon. 

1 Since we are jusƟfied by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 2 through whom we have obtained 
access to this grace in which we stand, and 
we boast in our hope of sharing the glory 
of God. 3 And not only that, but we also 
boast in our afflicƟons, knowing that 
afflicƟon produces endurance, 4 and 
endurance produces character, and 
character produces hope, 5 and hope does 
not put us to shame, because God’s love 
has been poured into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 
  6 For while we were sƟll weak, at the 
right Ɵme Christ died for the ungodly. 7 
Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a 

righteous person—though perhaps for a 
good person someone might actually dare 
to die. 8 But God proves his love for us in 
that while we sƟll were sinners Christ died 
for us. 9 Much more surely, therefore, since 
we have now been jusƟfied by his blood, 
will we be saved through him from the 
wrath of God. 10 For if while we were 
enemies we were reconciled to God 
through the death of his Son, much more 
surely, having been reconciled, will we be 
saved by his life. 11 But more than that, we 
even boast in God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom we have now 
received reconciliaƟon. 

GÊÝÖ�½ A��½�Ã�ã®ÊÄ (ALL sing)   
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GÊÝÖ�½ R���®Ä¦  John 4:5-42 Pew bible, pg. 864 

Jesus defies convenƟon to engage a Samaritan woman in conversaƟon. Her tesƟmony, in turn, 
leads many others to faith. 

The Holy Gospel according to John, chapter 4: 
Glory to You, O Lord. 

The Gospel of Our Lord 
Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
 
[The reading is omiƩed for space. You may 
follow in your pew bible beginning on pg. 
864.]  

S�ÙÃÊÄ  Pastor William Jon Irons  
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HùÃÄ Ê¥ ã«� D�ù Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty ELW #777 
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PÙ�ù�ÙÝ Ê¥ ã«� P�ÊÖ½� 
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and 
its needs. 
 
(aŌer each peƟƟon)   Hear us, O God, 
    Your mercy is great. 
 
Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvaƟon. 
Amen. 

P���� 
The peace of Christ be with you always.    

 And also with you. 
 

We share the peace of Christ with one another. 

PÙÊ¥�ÝÝ®ÊÄ Ê¥ F�®ã«—AÖÊÝã½�Ý’ CÙ��� 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under PonƟus Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrecƟon of the body, and the life everlasƟng. Amen. 



 10 

 

G�ã«�Ù®Ä¦ Ê¥ G®¥ãÝ   
 
    

(Sounds of Joy) As the Deer MarƟn Nystrom 
  Arr. Patricia Sanders Cota 
  

 
 

M E A L 

Scan here to give online.  

You may also make your offering via US mail, or at: give.rlcplano.org, 

Thank you! 
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S�ãã®Ä¦ ã«� T��½� Surely God Is My SalvaƟon  

O¥¥�Ù®Ä¦ PÙ�ù�Ù 
Let us pray...O God, maker of heaven and earth, 
your steadfast love embraces all creaƟon. You send rain and sunshine to nourish the 
earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these giŌs of bread and wine, draw us into the 
death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in 
Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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T«� GÙ��ã T«�Ä»Ý¦®ò®Ä¦   

“It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…and join their unending hymn : 

S�Ä�ãçÝ   
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T«� Eç�«�Ù®Ýã®� PÙ�ù�Ù 

T«� LÊÙ�’Ý PÙ�ù�Ù 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
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CÊÃÃçÄ®ÊÄ HùÃÄ Rock of Ages, CleŌ for Me ELW #623 

L�Ã� Ê¥ GÊ�   
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T��½� B½�ÝÝ®Ä¦ 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 

PÙ�ù�Ù �¥ã�Ù CÊÃÃçÄ®ÊÄ 
Let us pray...God of our salvaƟon, 
we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles us to you, and 
strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, may we 
become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creaƟon, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

S E N D I N G 
B�Ä��®�ã®ÊÄ  

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, Jesus 
Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creaƟon, ☩ bless you 
now and always. 
Amen. 
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D®ÝÃ®ÝÝ�½ 
Go in peace. Believe the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 

PÊÝã½ç�� Jesus Is A Rock in a Weary Land Ronald A. Nelson 

S�Ä�®Ä¦ HùÃÄ Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer ELW #618 
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