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Third Sunday in Lent

March 8, 2026
10 A.M. Worship

THEME OF THE DAY (YEAR A)
In today’s gospel the Samaritan woman asks Jesus for water, an image of our thirst
for God. Jesus offers living water, a sign of God’s grace flowing from the waters of
baptism. The early church used this gospel and those of the next two Sundays to
deepen baptismal reflection during the final days of preparation before baptism at
Easter. As we journey to the resurrection feast, Christ comes among us in word,
bath, and meal—offering us the life-giving water of God’s mercy and forgiveness.

PRELUDE Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery Brenda Portman

TOLLING THE WORSHIP HOUR

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy
endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all
offenses.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Mighty Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of the
Spirit: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.



For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining the living water
Christ offers: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope
in the world: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s call to come
forth to life: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift of God,
you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the name of * Jesus Christ, your
sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you,
pours God’s love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace.

Amen.
ENTRANCE HYMN Come to the Water of Life
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1 All who are thirst-y for mer - cy, all who are thirst-y for
2 All who are thirst-y for heal - ing, all who are thirst-y for
3 All who are thirst-y for beau - ty, all who are thirst-y for
4  All who are thirst-y for jus - tice, all who are thirst-y for
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love; all who are thirst-y for love, for mer - cy,
touch; all who are thirst -y for touch, for heal - ing,
truth; all who are thirst -y for truth, for beau - ty,
peace; all who are thirst -y for peace, for jus - tice,
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come: come to the Wa - ter of life.
come: come to the Wa - ter of life.
come: come to the Wa - ter of life.
come: come to the Wa - ter of life.



GREETING
The grace of our = Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray...Merciful God,
the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash away our sin. Give us this

water always. Bring us to drink from the well that flows with the beauty of your truth
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE / ANNOUNCEMENTS

“Come to the Water of Life”
Text: Ray Makeever, b. 1943

Music: WATER OF LIFE, Ray Makeever
Text and music © 1999 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.



FIRST READING

Exodus 17:1-7

Pew Bible, pg. 56

Because the thirsty Israelites quarreled with Moses and put God to the test, Moses cried out in
desperation to God. God commanded Moses to strike the rock to provide water for the people.
The doubt-filled question—“Is the Lord among us or not?”—received a very positive answer.

" From the wilderness of Sin the whole
congregation of the Israelites journeyed by
stages, as the LORD commanded. They
camped at Rephidim, but there was no
water for the people to drink. ° The people
quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us
water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why
do you quarrel with me? Why do you test
the LORD?” ~ But the people thirsted there
for water, and the people complained
against Moses and said, “Why did you
bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our
children and livestock with thirst?” “ So
Moses cried out to the LORD, “What shall |
do for this people? They are almost ready

to stone me.” ° The LORD said to Moses,

“Go on ahead of the people and take some
of the elders of Israel with you; take in
your hand the staff with which you struck
the Nile and go. ° 1 will be standing there in
front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike
the rock, and water will come out of it, so
that the people may drink.” Moses did so,
in the sight of the elders of Israel. ' He
called the place Massah and Meribah,
because the Israelites quarreled and tested
the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us or
not?”



RESPONSE TO THE FIRST READING Psalm 95
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

(sung responsively)

" Come, let us sing I'to the LORD;* let us shout for joy to the rock of | our salvation.
’ Let us come before God’s presence ! with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to the ' LORD with psalms.
* For you, LORD, lare a great God,* and a great ruler a- 'bove all gods.
“In your hand are the caverns | of the earth;* the heights of the hills are I also yours.

°The sea is yours, ! for you made it,* and your hands have molded l'the dry land.
°Come, let us worship I and bow down, * let us kneel before the | LorD our maker.

’ For the LORD is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep | of God’s
hand.* Oh, that today you would ! hear God’s voice!
®“Harden ! not your hearts,* as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah lin the desert.
’ There your ancestors I tested me,
they put me to the test, though they had I seen my works.
'“Forty years | loathed that gener- | ation, saying,
‘The heart of this people goes astray; they do not | know my ways.’
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Indeed | swore ' in my anger,* ‘They shall never come ' to my rest.



SECOND READING

Romans 5:1-11

Pew Bible, pg. 917

Though we often hear that God helps those who help themselves, here Paul tells us that through
Jesus’ death God helps utterly helpless sinners. Since we who had been enemies are reconciled
to God in the cross, we now live in hope for our final salvation.

"Since we are justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, ° through whom we have obtained
access to this grace in which we stand, and
we boast in our hope of sharing the glory
of God. ° And not only that, but we also
boast in our afflictions, knowing that
affliction produces endurance, “ and
endurance produces character, and
character produces hope, * and hope does
not put us to shame, because God’s love
has been poured into our hearts through
the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

° For while we were still weak, at the
right time Christ died for the ungodly. ’
Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ALL sing)

righteous person—though perhaps for a
good person someone might actually dare
to die. * But God proves his love for us in
that while we still were sinners Christ died
for us. * Much more surely, therefore, since
we have now been justified by his blood,
will we be saved through him from the
wrath of God. " For if while we were
enemies we were reconciled to God
through the death of his Son, much more
surely, having been reconciled, will we be
saved by his life. "' But more than that, we
even boast in God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, through whom we have now
received reconciliation.
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Noth-ing in all cre - a - tion can sep-a-rate us from the love of God.



GOSPEL READING John 4:5-42 Pew bible, pg. 864

Jesus defies convention to engage a Samaritan woman in conversation. Her testimony, in turn,
leads many others to faith.

The Holy Gospel according to John, chapter 4:
Glory to You, O Lord.

[The reading is omitted for space. You may
follow in your pew bible beginning on pg.
864.]

The Gospel of Our Lord
Praise to You, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor William Jon lrons



HYMN OF THE DAY

Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty

ELW #777
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1 “Come to me, all pil-grims thirst - y; drink the wa - ter I will give.
2 “Come to me, all trav-"lers wea - ry; come that 1 may give you rest.
3 “Come to me, be - liev-ers bur-dened; find re -fresh-ment in this place.
4 “Come to me, Te - pen-tant sin - ners; leave be - hind your guilt and shame.
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If you knew what gift 1 of - fer, you would come to me and live”
Drink the cup of life I of - fer; at this ta - ble be my guest”
Come, re - ceive the gift [ of - fer, turn to me and seek my face”
Come and know di - vine com-pas-sion, turn to me, [ call your name.”
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Je-sus, ev - er-flow-ing foun - tain, give us wa-ter from your well.
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In the gra - cious gift you of - fer
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joy no tongue can tell.
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5 “Come to me, distressed and needy;

I would be your trusted friend.
Come and seek the gift I offer,
come, your open hands extend.” Refrain

Text: Delores Dufner, osB, b. 1939
Music: BEACH SPRING, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844; arr. Selected Hvmns, 1985
Text © 1992, 1996 Sisters of St. Benedict, 104 Chapel Lane, St. Joseph, MN 56374,
Arr. © 1985 Augsburg Fortress.

FJ

lonely ways no longer roam.
Come and take the gift I offer,
let me make in you my home.” Refrain

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

6 “Come to me, abandoned, orphaned;



PROFESSION OF FAITH—APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and
its needs.

(after each petition) Hear us, O God,
Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We share the peace of Christ with one another.



GATHERING OF GIFTS

(Sounds of Joy) As the Deer Martin Nystrom
Arr. Patricia Sanders Cota

Scan here to give online.

You may also make your offering via US mail, or at: give.rlcplano.org,

Thank you!
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SETTING THE TABLE Surely God Is My Salvation

3 Tell the na - tions of God’s glo - Ty,
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make this known in all the earth. Praise the Lord, the
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God  of Is - rael, cal uwp - on God’s  name.
Refrain
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Shout a-loud and sing for joy, O daugh-ter Zi - on!

Sing ho-san - na!

===——c=—

|

D — e~
s

Great in your midst is the Lord, the Ho-ly  One!
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Shout a-loud and sing for joy, O daugh-ter Zi - on!
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Great in your midst is the Lord, the Ho - ly One!

Text: Zebulon M. Highben, b. 1979, based on Isaiah 12:2-6

Music: YISREAL V’ORAITA, Hasidic melody
Text © 2009 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray...0O God, maker of heaven and earth,
your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish the
earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the
death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in
Jesus’ name. Amen.
11



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
0 1
Y D
L
(s E S =
Let us give thanks to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

“It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...and join their unending hymn :

SANCTUS
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Ho - ly, ho-ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and
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Lord Ho - san - na, ho - san - na in the high - est.
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Ho - san - na, ho - san - na in the high - est.
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
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Our Fa-ther in heav - en, hal - lowed be your name,
n Il ]
y | T T
@c A S —————" — O —— i ———
J S— N —
your king-dom come, your will be done, on earth as in heav - en.
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Giveus to-day our dai - ly bread. For - give us our sins as we
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for-give those who sin a-gainst us. Saveus fromthe time of tri - al
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and de -liv-er wus from e - wvil. For the king-dom, the pow'r,
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and the glo-ry are yours, now and for-ev - er A - men.

13



LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the  sin of the
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world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
COMMUNION HYMN Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me ELW #623
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1 Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, let me hide my-self in thee;
2 Not the la - bors of my hands can ful - fill  thy law’s de - mands;
3 Noth-ing in my hand I bring; sim-ply to  thy cross I cling.
4 While 1 draw this fleet-ing breath, when mine eye - lids close in death,
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let the wa - ter and the blood, from thy riv - en side which flowed,
could my zeal no res - pite know, could my tears for -ev - er flow,
Na - ked, come to thee for dress; help-less, look to thee for grace;
when 1 soar to worlds un - known, see thee on thy judg-ment throne,
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be sin the dou -ble cure; cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r.
all sin could not a-tone; thou must save, and thou a - lone.
foul, to the foun-tain fly; wash me, Sav -ior, or [ die.
Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, let me hide my-self in thee.
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Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-1778
Music: TOPLADY, Thomas Hastings, 1784-1872

TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray...God of our salvation,

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles us to you, and
strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, may we

become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, Jesus
Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, *F bless you
now and always.

Amen.

15



SENDING HYMN Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer ELW #618
)
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I Guideme ev - er, great Re - deem-er, pil - grim through this
2 0O - pen now the crys - tal  foun-tain where the heal - ing
3 When I twead the verge of Jor-dan, bid my anx - 1ious
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bar - ren land. I am weak, but you are might-y; hold me
wa - ters flow; let the fire and cloud -y pil - lar lead me
fears sub - side; death of death and hell’s de - struc - tion, land me
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with your pow’r-ful hand. Bread of heav-en, bread of heav-en,
all my jour - ney through. Strong de - liv - rer, strong de - liv - ’rer,
safe on Ca - naan’s side. Songs and prais - es, songs and prais - €s
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feed me now and ev - er - more, feed me now and ev - er - more.

shield me with
1 will raise

shield me with your might-y  arm,
1 will raise for - ev - er - more,

Text: William Williams, 1717-1791; tr. William Williams and Peter Williams, 1722-1796, alt.
Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Believe the good news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE Jesus Is A Rock in a Weary Land

16

your might-y arm.
for - ev - er - more.

Ronald A. Nelson
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