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The Fourth Sunday aŌer Epiphany 

February 1, 2026 

10 A.M. Worship 

T«�Ã� Ê¥ ã«� D�ù (Y��Ù A) 
Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those who do jusƟce, love 
kindness, and walk humbly with God. For Paul, they are the ones who find wisdom 
in the weakness of the cross. For Jesus, they are the poor, the meek, the merciful, 
the pure in heart, the peacemakers, those who mourn, and those who hunger for 
righteousness. In bapƟsm we find our blessed idenƟty and calling in this 
countercultural way of living and serving. (LecƟonary 4) 
 
PÙ�½ç�� Let Streams of Living JusƟce Robert Buckley Farlee  
   
TÊ½½®Ä¦ ã«� WÊÙÝ«®Ö HÊçÙ 
 
CÊÄ¥�ÝÝ®ÊÄ �Ä� FÊÙ¦®ò�Ä�ÝÝ 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the 
Word who spoke life into being, the Wind sƟrring the waters. 
Amen. 
 
Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Mighty God, lover of jusƟce, 
you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests at the 
expense of our neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. 
We say the right words, but our hearts are far from you. Turn us to seek your 
face. Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, that we may do jusƟce, 
love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 
 
The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: Like a 
spring of water that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, 
and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give you strength to live 
for others, and bless you with the giŌ of peace. 
Amen. 
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Celebrating the Risen Christ through Acts of Love, Care  and Justice 
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EÄãÙ�Ä�� HùÃÄ Look Who Gathers at Christ’s Table 

The grace of our ☩ Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy  
Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.  

GÙ��ã®Ä¦ 
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HùÃÄ Ê¥ PÙ�®Ý� “Glory to God”  
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F®ÙÝã R���®Ä¦   Micah 6:1-8 Pew Bible, pg. 757 

With the mountains and the foundaƟons of the earth as the jury, God brings a lawsuit against 
Israel. God has “wearied” Israel with a long history of saving acts. God does not want or expect 
lavish sacrifices to aƩempt to earn divine favor. Rather God empowers the people to do jusƟce, 
to love loyalty to God, and to walk shrewdly in God’s service. 

W O R D 

 1 Hear what the LÊÙ� says: Rise, plead 
your case before the mountains, and let 
the hills hear your voice. 2 Hear, you 
mountains, the case of the LÊÙ�, and you 
enduring foundaƟons of the earth, for the 
LÊÙ� has a case against his people, and he 
will contend with Israel. 
 
 3 “O my people, what have I done to 
you? In what have I wearied you? Answer 
me! 4 For I brought you up from the land of 
Egypt and redeemed you from the house 
of slavery, and I sent before you Moses, 
Aaron, and Miriam. 5 O my people, 
remember now what King Balak of Moab 
devised, what Balaam son of Beor 

answered him, and what happened from 
Shiƫm to Gilgal, that you may know the 
saving acts of the LÊÙ�.” 
 
 6 “With what shall I come before the 
LÊÙ� and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt 
offerings, with calves a year old? 7 Will the 
LÊÙ� be pleased with thousands of rams, 
with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I 
give my firstborn for my transgression, the 
fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”  
8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good, 
and what does the LÊÙ� require of you but 
to do jusƟce and to love kindness and to 
walk humbly with your God? 

PÙ�ù�Ù Ê¥ ã«� D�ù 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
 
Let us pray...Holy God,  
you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and the pure in 
heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for jusƟce, and perseverance in striving for peace, 
that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 
(Sounds of Joy) Make Me A Channel of Your Peace Douglas Wagner 

C«®½�Ù�Ä’Ý M�ÝÝ�¦� / AÄÄÊçÄ��Ã�ÄãÝ 



 5 

 

R�ÝÖÊÄÝ� TÊ T«� F®ÙÝã R���®Ä¦  Psalm 15 

The cantor introduces the refrain. All repeat immediately and where indicated by “R.” 

(sung responsively) 

 1 LÊÙ�, who may dwell in your | tabernacle? 
  Who may abide upon your | holy hill? 
 2 Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right, 
  who speak the truth | from their heart; R 

 
 3 they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends; 
  they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor. 
 4 In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who | fear the LÊÙ�. 
  They have sworn upon their health and do not take | back their word. 

 
 5 They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes a- | gainst the 
 innocent.* Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown. R 
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S��ÊÄ� R���®Ä¦ 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 Pew Bible, pg. 926 

According to the world’s standards of power and might, the message of the cross seems stupid 
and offensive. Yet this word reveals the paradoxical way God has chosen to work power and sal‐
vaƟon through weakness, rejecƟon, and suffering. Hence the message of the cross becomes true 
wisdom and power for believers. 

18 The message about the cross is 
foolishness to those who are perishing, but 
to us who are being saved it is the power 
of God. 19 For it is wriƩen,  
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning 
I will thwart.” 
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is 
the scholar? Where is the debater of this 
age? Has not God made foolish the 
wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the 
wisdom of God, the world did not know 
God through wisdom, God decided, 
through the foolishness of the 
proclamaƟon, to save those who believe.  
22 For Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire 
wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ 
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and 
foolishness to genƟles, 24 but to those who 
are the called, both Jews and Greeks, 
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 
God. 25 For God’s foolishness is wiser than 

human wisdom, and God’s weakness is 
stronger than human strength. 
  26 Consider your own call, brothers and 
sisters: not many of you were wise by 
human standards, not many were 
powerful, not many were of noble birth.  
27 But God chose what is foolish in the 
world to shame the wise; God chose what 
is weak in the world to shame the strong;  
28 God chose what is low and despised in 
the world, things that are not, to abolish 
things that are, 29 so that no one might 
boast in the presence of God. 30 In 
contrast, God is why you are in Christ 
Jesus, who became for us wisdom from 
God, and righteousness and sancƟficaƟon 
and redempƟon, 31 in order that, as it is 
wriƩen, “Let the one who boasts, boast in 
the Lord.” 

GÊÝÖ�½ A��½�Ã�ã®ÊÄ (ALL sing)   
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GÊÝÖ�½ R���®Ä¦ MaƩhew 5:1-12 Pew Bible, pg. 785 

Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are blessed in the reign of God. 

The Holy Gospel according to MaƩhew, chapter 5 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

The Gospel of Our Lord! 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

S�ÙÃÊÄ  Pastor William Jon Irons  

1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and aŌer he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. 2 And he began to speak and taught them, saying: 
  3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
  4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
  5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
  6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
  7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
  8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
  9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
  10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 
  11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and uƩer all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
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HùÃÄ Ê¥ ã«� D�ù Build A Longer Table 
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PÙ�ù�ÙÝ Ê¥ ã«� P�ÊÖ½� 
As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human 
community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. 
 

(aŌer each peƟƟon)    Merciful God, 
   receive our prayer. 

 
Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for 
whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. 
Amen. 

P���� 
The peace of Christ be with you always.    

 And also with you. 
 

We share the peace of Christ with one another. 

PÙÊ¥�ÝÝ®ÊÄ Ê¥ F�®ã«—AÖÊÝã½�Ý’ CÙ��� 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under PonƟus Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrecƟon of the body, and the life everlasƟng. Amen. 
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G�ã«�Ù®Ä¦ Ê¥ G®¥ãÝ   
 
    

(New Spirit) What Does the Lord Require? Jim Loeffler 
 
With what shall I come before the Lord? How shall I bow myself before God on high?  
What kind of offering will please my Heavenly King?  
Is there really anything that I could bring? 
 
Or what if I give all that I have,  My body and soul to serve you night  and day?  
Will you be pleased, my Lord with all I can afford,  
The treasure that I will horde for You, My Adored? 
 
And What does the Lord require of you, For God has told you what is good,  
But to do jusƟce and to love kindness, And to walk humbly with your God. 
 
All that we have Lord, comes from You,  
Our Ɵme and our talents, wealth and intellect.  
Lord, teach us how to share with your children everywhere.  
Give us a heart to care and hands to bear.  
 
May we, Christ's body, walk and serve and stand  
with those oppressed in this and every land,  
Ɵll all are blessed and can a blessing be,  
restored in Christ to true humanity.  

M E A L 

Scan here to give online.  

You may also make your offering via US mail, or at: give.rlcplano.org, 

Thank you! 
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S�ãã®Ä¦ ã«� T��½� Come and See  

O¥¥�ÙãÊÙù PÙ�ù�Ù 
Let us pray…God of majesty, 
no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for those who love you, yet 
in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what we have gathered to feed 
us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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T«� GÙ��ã T«�Ä»Ý¦®ò®Ä¦  

“It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…and join their unending hymn : 

S�Ä�ãçÝ   



 13 

 

T«� Eç�«�Ù®Ýã®� PÙ�ù�Ù 

L�Ã� Ê¥ GÊ�  

T«� LÊÙ�’Ý PÙ�ù�Ù (contemporary text) 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the Ɵme of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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CÊÃÃçÄ®ÊÄ HùÃÄ O Master, Let Me Walk with You ELW #818 
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B�Ä��®�ã®ÊÄ  
May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your heart 
for praise ☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G 

T��½� B½�ÝÝ®Ä¦ 
 
PÙ�ù�Ù  A¥ã�Ù CÊÃÃçÄ®ÊÄ 

Let us pray...Radiant God, 
we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of his body and 
blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with delight, that our 
lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we have seen and 
heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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D®ÝÃ®ÝÝ�½ 
Go in peace. Do jusƟce. Love mercy. 
Thanks be to God. 

PÊÝã½ç�� To Be Your Presence Wayne L. Wold 

S�Ä�®Ä¦ HùÃÄ To Be Your Presence ELW #546 
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