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The Third Sunday after Epiphany
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10 A.M. Worship

THEME OF THE DAY (YEAR A)
Jesus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets and follow him.
In Jesus the kingdom of God has come near. We who have walked in darkness have
seen a great light. We see this light most profoundly in the cross—as God suffers
with us and all who are oppressed by sickness, sin, or evil. Light dawns for us as we
gather around the word, the font, and the holy table. We are then sent to share the
good news that others may be “caught” in the net of God’s grace and mercy.
(Lectionary 3)

PRELUDE Songs of Thankfulness and Praise Brenda E. Austin

TOLLING THE WORSHIP HOUR

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, "+ one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the
Word who spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the waters.
Amen.

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Mighty God, lover of justice,

you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests at the
expense of our neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty was needed.
We say the right words, but our hearts are far from you. Turn us to seek your
face. Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, that we may do justice,
love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.

The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: Like a
spring of water that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ,
and forgives your sin in =& Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give you strength to live
for others, and bless you with the gift of peace.

Amen.



ENTRANCE HYMN

The Son of God, Our Christ

ELW #584
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1 The Son of God, our Christ, the Word, the Way,
2 In ev - 'ry test, in ti - als man - 1 - fold,
3 To - day, as then, Christ sum - mons  us to dare
4 In cit -y street, In town, or on the soil,
5 Wher - e’er we find our wit - ness should be made,
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shared hu - man life and toiled through-out  the day;
these ser - vants wit - nessed, by their faith made  bold;
to fol - low bold - ly and his work to share,
may  each serve Christ in faith - ful dai - ly toil,
what - e’er our task, be thou, 0] Christ, our aid,
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from com - mon folk he called the twelve to be
and with the gifts and tal - ents which they brought
to help and heal the sick, the blind, the lame,
and in  ecach thought and kind - ly word and deed,
that we may glad - ly give for thee our best
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co - work - ers in his sa - cred min - is - fry.
the church was found - ed and God’s mes - sage taught.
de - clar - ing to the world  his ho - ly name.
o - bey Chrst’'s call and go where he  shall lead.
and find each task di - vine - ly sent and blest.

Text: Edward M. Blumenfeld, b. 1927, alt.

Music: SURSUM CORDA, Alfred M. Smith, 1879-1971
Text © 1957, ren. 1985 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Music © 1941 Historic Church of the Ascension, Atlantic City, NJ, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

The grace of our = Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



HYMN OF PRAISE “Glory to God”

Assisting minister
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King,al-might-y God and Fa - ther,
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer-cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: re - ceive our prayer.
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For you a - lone are the Ho-ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir - it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men



PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you
And also with you.

Let us pray...Lord God,
your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. Summon us into your

light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come through the cross of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE / ANNOUNCEMENTS

FIRST READING Isaiah 9:1-4 Pew Bible, pg. 555

The northern tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali experienced the gloom of defeat by Assyrian
military forces, but they are assured that their condition will be reversed when God makes a
light-filled appearance. The joy they will experience will resemble celebrations of great
harvests, because God will deliver them from everything that diminishes or oppresses them.

"There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time [the LORD]
brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time
he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the
nations.

’The people who walked in darkness

have seen a great light;

those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.

*You have multiplied exultation;
you have increased its joy;

they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.

“ For the yoke of their burden
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.



RESPONSE TO THE FIRST READING Psalm 27:1, 4-9

The cantor introduces the refrain. All repeat immediately and where indicated by “R.”
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The Lorp is my light and my sal - va - tion.
Psalm 27:1

Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year A © 2007 Augsburg Fortress
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

(sung responsively)

"The LorD is my light and my salvation; whom then I'shall I fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall | I'be afraid?
* One thing | ask of the LORD; one ! thing | seek;
that | may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life;
to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to seek God lin the temple.

> For in the day of trouble God will ! give me shelter,

hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high up- I on a rock.
° Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies ! who surround me.

Therefore | will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing;

I will sing and make music | to the LoRD. R

"Hear my voice, O LORD, I when | call;* have mercy on me and I answer me.
® My heart speaks your message— l “Seek my face.”* Your face, O LORD, L1 will seek.

° Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your ser- Ivant in anger.
Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not,
0 God of ! my salvation. R



SECOND READING

1 Corinthians 1:10-18

Pew Bible, pg. 926

Paul calls on the Corinthians to end their dissensions and share the unified outlook of the gospel.
Discord arises when we forget that we belong not to human leaders or institutions but to Christ.
Indeed, the unifying word of the cross of Christ is the center of the gospel and the power of

God’s salvation.

'“Now | appeal to you, brothers and
sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that all of you be in agreement and
that there be no divisions among you but
that you be knit together in the same mind
and the same purpose. " For it has been
made clear to me by Chloe’s people that
there are quarrels among you, my brothers
and sisters. '“ What | mean is that each of
you says, “l belong to Paul,” or “l belong to
Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I
belong to Christ.” " Has Christ been
divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or
were you baptized in the name of Paul? "I
thank God that | baptized none of you

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ALL sing)
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except Crispus and Gaius, " so that no one
can say that you were baptized in my
name. " | did baptize also the household of
Stephanas; beyond that, | do not know
whether | baptized anyone else. ' For
Christ did not send me to baptize but to
proclaim the gospel—and not with
eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of
Christ might not be emptied of its power.

" For the message about the cross is
foolishness to those who are perishing, but
to us who are being saved it is the power
of God.
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GOSPEL READING

Matthew 4:12-23

Pew Bible, pg. 785

Jesus begins his public ministry shortly after John the Baptist is imprisoned by Herod. He
proclaims the nearness of God'’s reign and calls four fishermen to be his first disciples.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 4

Glory to you, O Lord.

" Now when Jesus heard that John had
been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee.
" He left Nazareth and made his home in
Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of
Zebulun and Naphtali, ' so that what had
been spoken through the prophet Isaiah
might be fulfilled:
" “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali,
on the road by the sea, across the
Jordan, Galilee of the gentiles—
'®the people who sat in darkness
have seen a great light,
and for those who sat in the region and
shadow of death
light has dawned.”
" From that time Jesus began to proclaim,
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has
come near.”

'® As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he

SERMON

saw two brothers, Simon, who is called
Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a
net into the sea—for they were fishers.

*” And he said to them, “Follow me, and |
will make you fishers of people.”
*“Immediately they left their nets and
followed him. °" As he went from there, he
saw two other brothers, James son of
Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat
with their father Zebedee, mending their
nets, and he called them. ** Immediately
they left the boat and their father and
followed him.

** Jesus went throughout all Galilee,
teaching in their synagogues and
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom
and curing every disease and every
sickness among the people.

The Gospel of Our Lord!
Praise to you, O Christ.

Pastor William Jon Irons



HYMN OF THE DAY Christ, Be Our Light ELW #715
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1 Long-ing for light, we wait In dark-ness. Long-ing for
2 Long-ing for peace, our world is trou-bled. Long-ing for
3 Long-ing for food, man -y are hun - gry. Long-ing for
4 Long-ing for  shel-ter, man -y are home-less. Long-ing for
5 Man -y  the gifts, man -y the peo - ple, man - y the
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truth, we turn to you. Make us your own,
hope, man - y de - spair Your word a - lone
wa - ter, man -y stll  thirst Make us  your  bread,
warmth, man - y  are cold. Make us  your build - ing,
hearts that yearsn to  be - long. Let us be ser - vants
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your ho - ly peo-ple, light for the world to see.
has pow'r to save us. Make us your liv - ing voice.
bro -ken for oth-ers, shared un - til all are fed.
shel -ter - ing oth-ers, walls made of liv - ing stone.
to one an - oth-er signs of your king - dom  come.

Refrain
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Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the
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dark - ness. Christ, be our light! Shine in  your
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church gath -ered to - day.

Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957

Music: CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT, Bernadette Farrell
Text and music © 1993 Bernadette Farrell.Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




PROFESSION OF FAITH—APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human
community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

(after each petition) Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for
whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We share the peace of Christ with one another.



GATHERING OF GIFTS

(Chancel Choir) Saw You Never in the Twilight Tom Porter

Saw you never, in the twilight, when the sun had left the skies,

up in heav'n the clear stars shining through the gloom, like silver eyes?
So of old the wise men, watching, saw a little stranger star,

and they knew the King was given, and they followed it from far.

Heard you never of the story how they crossed the desert wild,
journeyed on by plain and mountain till they found the holy child?
How they opened all their treasure, kneeling to that infant King;
gave the gold and fragrant incense, gave the myrrh in offering?

Know ye not that lowly baby was the bright and morning Star?

He who came to light the Gentiles and the darkened isles afar?

And we, too, may seek his cradle; there our hearts' best treasures bring;
love and faith and true devotion for our Savior, God, and King.

Cecil Frances Alexander
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Scan here to give online.
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You may also make your offering via US mail, or at: give.rlcplano.org,

Thank you!



SETTING THE TABLE Come and See
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look - ing  for? Come and see. Come and  see.
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Text: Robert A. Hobby, b. 1962, from John 1:38-39
Music: COME AND SEE, Robert A. Hobby
Text and music © 2020 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray...God of majesty,
no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for those who love you, yet

in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what we have gathered to feed
us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

“It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...and join their unending hymn :
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Ho-1ly, ho - 1ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
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heav-en and earth are full of your glo - ry. Ho - san - na. Ho -
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san-na. Ho - san - na in the high - est. Bless-ed is he who
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER (contemporary text)

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy  on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
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COMMUNION HYMN Here | Am, Lord ELW #574
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I “I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my peo - ple cry.
2 “I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my peo - ple’s pain.
3 “I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame.
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All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save.
I have wept for love of them. They turn a - way.
I will set a feast for them. My hand will save.
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I, who made the stars of night, I will make their dark-ness bright.
I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love a - lone.
Fin-est bread 1 will pro-vide till their hearts be sat - is - fied.
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Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall 1 send?”
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I will speak my word to them. Whom shall 1 send?”
I will give my life to them. Whom shall 1 send?”
0 4 Refrain . . |
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Here I am, Lord. Is it L Lord? I have heard you
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call-ing in the night. I will go, Lord, if you
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lead me. I will hold your peo-plein my  heart.

Text: Daniel L. Schutte, b. 1946

Music: HERE I AM, LLORD, Daniel L. Schutte
Text and music © 1981 OCP Publications, Inc., 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213, All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

14



TABLE BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray...Radiant God,
we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of his body and
blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with delight, that our
lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we have seen and
heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION

May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your heart
for praise *F bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN Light Shone in Darkness ELW #307
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1 Light shone in dark - ness at the world’s cre - - tion,
2 Light shone in dark - ness at the new cre - - tion;
3 Light shines in dark - ness till  the full cre - - tion;
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bath - ing in beau - ty na-ture’srev-e - la - tion. All that has be - ing,
Christ rose in  glo - ry, won for us sal-va - tion. Sing, earth and heav-en,
Christ’s bod -y, groan-ing, suf-fers trib-u - la - tion, longs for God’s jus - tice,
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cry in ad - o - ra - tion, “Praise for the light. A men!”
hymns of ju - bi - la - tion, praise for the light. A men!
glob - al trans-for - ma - tion, prays for the light. A men!
Text: Delores Dufner, osB, b. 1939
Music: LUX IN TENEBRIS, Mark Sedio, b. 1954
Text © 2001, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Music © 2003 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

16

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

Jacob B. Weber
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