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The Third Sunday aŌer Epiphany 

January 25 , 2026 

10 A.M. Worship 

T«�Ã� Ê¥ ã«� D�ù (Y��Ù A) 
Jesus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets and follow him. 
In Jesus the kingdom of God has come near. We who have walked in darkness have 
seen a great light. We see this light most profoundly in the cross—as God suffers 
with us and all who are oppressed by sickness, sin, or evil. Light dawns for us as we 
gather around the word, the font, and the holy table. We are then sent to share the 
good news that others may be “caught” in the net of God’s grace and mercy. 
(LecƟonary 3) 
 
PÙ�½ç�� Songs of Thankfulness and Praise Brenda E. AusƟn 
   
TÊ½½®Ä¦ ã«� WÊÙÝ«®Ö HÊçÙ 
 
CÊÄ¥�ÝÝ®ÊÄ �Ä� FÊÙ¦®ò�Ä�ÝÝ 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the 
Word who spoke life into being, the Wind sƟrring the waters. 
Amen. 
 
Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Mighty God, lover of jusƟce, 
you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests at the 
expense of our neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. 
We say the right words, but our hearts are far from you. Turn us to seek your 
face. Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, that we may do jusƟce, 
love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 
 
The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: Like a 
spring of water that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, 
and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give you strength to live 
for others, and bless you with the giŌ of peace. 
Amen. 
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Celebrating the Risen Christ through Acts of Love, Care  and Justice 
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EÄãÙ�Ä�� HùÃÄ The Son of God, Our Christ ELW #584 

The grace of our ☩ Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy  
Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.  

GÙ��ã®Ä¦ 
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HùÃÄ Ê¥ PÙ�®Ý� “Glory to God”  
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F®ÙÝã R���®Ä¦   Isaiah 9:1-4 Pew Bible, pg. 555 

The northern tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali experienced the gloom of defeat by Assyrian 
military forces, but they are assured that their condiƟon will be reversed when God makes a 
light-filled appearance. The joy they will experience will resemble celebraƟons of great 
harvests, because God will deliver them from everything that diminishes or oppresses them. 

W O R D 

1 There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former Ɵme [the LÊÙ�] 
brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the laƩer Ɵme 
he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the 
naƟons. 

2 The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
 3 You have mulƟplied exultaƟon; 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4 For the yoke of their burden 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

PÙ�ù�Ù Ê¥ ã«� D�ù 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
 
Let us pray...Lord God,  
your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows aŌer us. Summon us into your 
light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come through the cross of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

C«®½�Ù�Ä’Ý M�ÝÝ�¦� / AÄÄÊçÄ��Ã�ÄãÝ 
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R�ÝÖÊÄÝ� TÊ T«� F®ÙÝã R���®Ä¦  Psalm 27:1, 4-9 

The cantor introduces the refrain. All repeat immediately and where indicated by “R.” 

(sung responsively) 

1 The LÊÙ� is my light and my salvaƟon; whom then | shall I fear? 
 The LÊÙ� is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I | be afraid? 
4 One thing I ask of the LÊÙ�; one | thing I seek; 
 that I may dwell in the house of the LÊÙ� all the days of my life;  
 to gaze upon the beauty of the LÊÙ� and to seek God | in the temple. 
 
5 For in the day of trouble God will | give me shelter, 
 hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high up- | on a rock. 
6 Even now my head is liŌed up above my enemies | who surround me. 
 Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing;  
 I will sing and make music | to the LÊÙ�. R 
 
7 Hear my voice, O LÊÙ�, | when I call;* have mercy on me and | answer me. 
8 My heart speaks your message— | “Seek my face.”* Your face, O LÊÙ�, | I will seek. 
 
 9 Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your ser- | vant in anger. 
 Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not,  
 O God of | my salvaƟon. R 
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S��ÊÄ� R���®Ä¦ 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 Pew Bible, pg. 926 

Paul calls on the Corinthians to end their dissensions and share the unified outlook of the gospel. 
Discord arises when we forget that we belong not to human leaders or insƟtuƟons but to Christ. 
Indeed, the unifying word of the cross of Christ is the center of the gospel and the power of 
God’s salvaƟon. 

10 Now I appeal to you, brothers and 
sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that all of you be in agreement and 
that there be no divisions among you but 
that you be knit together in the same mind 
and the same purpose. 11 For it has been 
made clear to me by Chloe’s people that 
there are quarrels among you, my brothers 
and sisters. 12 What I mean is that each of 
you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to 
Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I 
belong to Christ.” 13 Has Christ been 
divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or 
were you bapƟzed in the name of Paul? 14 I 
thank God that I bapƟzed none of you 

except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so that no one 
can say that you were bapƟzed in my 
name. 16 I did bapƟze also the household of 
Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know 
whether I bapƟzed anyone else. 17 For 
Christ did not send me to bapƟze but to 
proclaim the gospel—and not with 
eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of 
Christ might not be empƟed of its power. 
 
  18 For the message about the cross is 
foolishness to those who are perishing, but 
to us who are being saved it is the power 
of God. 

GÊÝÖ�½ A��½�Ã�ã®ÊÄ (ALL sing)   
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GÊÝÖ�½ R���®Ä¦ MaƩhew 4:12-23 Pew Bible, pg. 785 

Jesus  begins  his  public  ministry  shortly  aŌer  John  the  BapƟst  is  imprisoned  by  Herod.  He 
proclaims the nearness of God’s reign and calls four fishermen to be his first disciples. 

The Holy Gospel according to MaƩhew, chapter 4 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

The Gospel of Our Lord! 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

S�ÙÃÊÄ  Pastor William Jon Irons  

12 Now when Jesus heard that John had 
been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee.  
13 He leŌ Nazareth and made his home in 
Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of 
Zebulun and Naphtali, 14 so that what had 
been spoken through the prophet Isaiah 
might be fulfilled: 
 15 “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 
  on the road by the sea, across the 
Jordan, Galilee of the genƟles— 
 16 the people who sat in darkness 
  have seen a great light, 
 and for those who sat in the region and 
shadow of death 
  light has dawned.” 
17 From that Ɵme Jesus began to proclaim, 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 
come near.” 
 
  18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he 

saw two brothers, Simon, who is called 
Peter, and Andrew his brother, casƟng a 
net into the sea—for they were fishers.  
19 And he said to them, “Follow me, and I 
will make you fishers of people.”  
20 Immediately they leŌ their nets and 
followed him. 21 As he went from there, he 
saw two other brothers, James son of 
Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat 
with their father Zebedee, mending their 
nets, and he called them. 22 Immediately 
they leŌ the boat and their father and 
followed him. 
 
  23 Jesus went throughout all Galilee, 
teaching in their synagogues and 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom 
and curing every disease and every 
sickness among the people. 
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HùÃÄ Ê¥ ã«� D�ù Christ, Be Our Light ELW #715 
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PÙ�ù�ÙÝ Ê¥ ã«� P�ÊÖ½� 
As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human 
community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. 
 

(aŌer each peƟƟon)    Merciful God, 
   receive our prayer. 

 
Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for 
whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. 
Amen. 

P���� 
The peace of Christ be with you always.    

 And also with you. 
 

We share the peace of Christ with one another. 

PÙÊ¥�ÝÝ®ÊÄ Ê¥ F�®ã«—AÖÊÝã½�Ý’ CÙ��� 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under PonƟus Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrecƟon of the body, and the life everlasƟng. Amen. 
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G�ã«�Ù®Ä¦ Ê¥ G®¥ãÝ   
 
    
 (Chancel Choir) Saw You Never in the Twilight Tom Porter
    

Saw you never, in the twilight, when the sun had leŌ the skies, 
up in heav'n the clear stars shining through the gloom, like silver eyes? 
So of old the wise men, watching, saw a liƩle stranger star, 
and they knew the King was given, and they followed it from far. 
 
Heard you never of the story how they crossed the desert wild, 
journeyed on by plain and mountain Ɵll they found the holy child? 
How they opened all their treasure, kneeling to that infant King; 
gave the gold and fragrant incense, gave the myrrh in offering? 
 
Know ye not that lowly baby was the bright and morning Star? 
He who came to light the GenƟles and the darkened isles afar? 
And we, too, may seek his cradle; there our hearts' best treasures bring; 
love and faith and true devoƟon for our Savior, God, and King. 

 
 Cecil Frances Alexander 

M E A L 

Scan here to give online.  

You may also make your offering via US mail, or at: give.rlcplano.org, 

Thank you! 
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S�ãã®Ä¦ ã«� T��½� Come and See  

O¥¥�ÙãÊÙù PÙ�ù�Ù 
Let us pray…God of majesty, 
no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for those who love you, yet 
in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what we have gathered to feed 
us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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T«� GÙ��ã T«�Ä»Ý¦®ò®Ä¦  

“It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…and join their unending hymn : 

S�Ä�ãçÝ   
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T«� Eç�«�Ù®Ýã®� PÙ�ù�Ù 

L�Ã� Ê¥ GÊ�  

T«� LÊÙ�’Ý PÙ�ù�Ù (contemporary text) 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the Ɵme of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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CÊÃÃçÄ®ÊÄ HùÃÄ Here I Am, Lord ELW #574 
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B�Ä��®�ã®ÊÄ  
May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your heart 
for praise ☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G 

T��½� B½�ÝÝ®Ä¦ 
 
PÙ�ù�Ù  A¥ã�Ù CÊÃÃçÄ®ÊÄ 

Let us pray...Radiant God, 
we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of his body and 
blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with delight, that our 
lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we have seen and 
heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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D®ÝÃ®ÝÝ�½ 
Go in peace. Do jusƟce. Love mercy. 
Thanks be to God. 

PÊÝã½ç�� Love Divine, All Loves Excelling Jacob B. Weber 

S�Ä�®Ä¦ HùÃÄ Light Shone in Darkness ELW #307 
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