
Point of 

Connection 

Theme of the week: Reaching The Immigrants 

Next Door 
Thursday, September 1, 2016 

 

Key Bible Verse: I try to find common 

ground with everyone, doing everything I 
can to save some. (1 Corinthians 9:22) 

Dig Deeper: 1 Corinthians 9:19-23 

While taking a graduate course at the 
University of Louisville, I was paired with a 

student from India [for] a social-research 
activity that had to be completed at one of 
the local malls. Since he did not have a 
car, I agreed to pick him up and take him 
home. As we traveled the local highway, I 
asked him questions about the South 
Asian community in the city. After hearing 

of his interest in tea, soccer, and cricket, 
he finally shared his interest in American 
movies. I asked him what he had recently 
watched. It did not take long before he 
stated that he and several men in his 

apartment complex had seen [The Passion 
of the Christ]. 

"What did you think about that movie?" I 
inquired. 

"Oh, it was so bad what they did to that 

man." 

Over the next few minutes, he shared with 
me portions from the film, probably not 
realizing that this was the gospel message 
from the Bible. I was able to use this 
opportunity to talk about who Jesus is, 
why he was killed and arose, and how we 
should respond. While this student was 
Hindu, he was extremely open to talking 
about Jesus, the Bible, and my experience. 

—J. D. Payne in Strangers Next Door 

Adapted from Strangers Next Door by J. D. Payne 
(IVP, 2012) by permission. All rights reserved by 
the copyright holder and/or the publisher. May 

not be reproduced. 
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Placed for the 
Gospel 

Theme of the week: Reaching The Immigrants Next 
Door 
Friday, September 2, 2016 

 

Key Bible Verses: "He decided beforehand when [the 

nations] should rise and fall, and he determined 

their boundaries. His purpose was for the nations 
to seek after God and perhaps feel their way 

toward him and find him." (Acts 17:26-27) 

Dig Deeper: Acts 17:22-27 

God permits the movement 

of peoples across the globe 
in order to advance his 

kingdom. 

From a human perspective, the global movement 
of people from one geographical location to 

another is sometimes chalked up to socio-cultural 
push-pull realities. War and famine push people 

out of East Africa while the promise of safety and 
a better life pulls them to France. A poor 

educational system in India pushes students out 

of their homeland to follow the pull of a better 

education in the United States. 

God permits the movement of peoples across the 
globe in order to advance his kingdom. Some 

people move to locations that enable them to 
hear the Good News (see today's Key Bible 

Verses). Others, who are kingdom citizens, move 
and are able to share the Good News in their new 

locations (Acts 1:8). 

The opportunities for ministering to such people 

are as simple as locating them, finding out their 
needs, and serving them with the love of Jesus. 

Western churches can easily begin welcoming and 
serving the strangers next door with little 

preparation. As migrants come to faith in Jesus, 
there are numerous opportunities for equipping, 

partnering, commissioning, and sending those 
believers as missionaries back to their people to 

multiply disciples, leaders, and churches. 

—J. D. Payne in Strangers Next Door 
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Our 

Opportunity 

Theme of the week: Reaching The 
Immigrants Next Doorr 
Saturday, September 3, 2016 
 

Key Bible Verse: More and more people 

are seeing [God's faithfulness]: they 

enter the mystery, abandoning 

themselves to GOD. (Psalm 40:3, 

The Message) 

Dig Deeper: Acts 16:25-34 

The movement of peoples has been 

an amazing phenomenon across the 

last five hundred years. Whether 

people migrate due to wicked acts 

such as slave trade or to war or in an 

attempt to improve their way of life, 

the reality is that the peoples of the 

world are forever changed as a result 
of such movements. 

Are we as followers of Jesus prepared 

for such wonderful opportunities to 

serve and share the only hope for 

abundant and eternal life? We live in 

a time of unprecedented movement, 

and these are days of grand 

opportunity. The peoples of the world 

are now living next door to us. May 

we recognize the sovereign hand of 

the Lord who has moved them and 

join in his mission, that they may 
know him and make him known. 

—J. D. Payne in Strangers Next Door 

Adapted from Strangers Next Door by J. D. 

Payne (IVP, 2012) by permission. All rights 
reserved by the copyright holder and/or the 

publisher. May not be reproduced. 
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Weekend Bible 
Study 

Theme of the week: Reaching The Immigrants Next 
Door 
Sunday, September 4, 2016 

 

Study Passage: Acts 1:3-8 

3 During the forty days after he suffered and died, 

he appeared to the apostles from time to time, 

and he proved to them in many ways that he was 
actually alive. And he talked to them about the 

Kingdom of God. 

4 Once when he was eating with them, he 

commanded them, "Do not leave Jerusalem until 

the Father sends you the gift he promised, as I 
told you before. 5 John baptized with water, but in 

just a few days you will be baptized with the Holy 

Spirit." 

The Ascension of Jesus 

6 So when the apostles were with Jesus, they kept 

asking him, "Lord, has the time come for you to 

free Israel and restore our kingdom?" 

7 He replied, "The Father alone has the authority 

to set those dates and times, and they are not for 

you to know. 8 But you will receive power when 

the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be 

my witnesses, telling people about me 
everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 

Study Questions 
1. How were the disciples' understanding (v. 

6) and Jesus' understanding of the kingdom 
of God similar and different? (See Matt. 

13:11-52; Mark 10:13-16; Luke 17:20-37; 
Luke 24:13-34; John 18:36.) 

2. In light of this week's readings, what steps 

can you take to get to know people from 
different nations and/or cultures in your 

community? 
3. What places do you frequent? How can you 

make these places hubs for gospel 
conversations? 

Spend Time In Prayer: Ask God to give you a heart 

that longs to reach the nations with the gospel; 
ask him to show you ways you can participate in 

this mission right where you live. 
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