
“God’s Grace Is Available to Everyone”                                                                                                                          
October 23, 2022 * Matthew 20:1–16 

God’s ___________ Grace 

• Landowner hires workers for the day 
o Hires workers at 6 am – “agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day” (20:2) 
o Hires workers again at 9 am (3rd hour) – “whatever is right I will give you” (20:4) 
o Hires workers at noon (6th hour) and 3 pm (9th hour) – “he did the same” (20:5) 
o Hires workers at 5 pm (11th hour) – “why do you stand here idle all day?” (20:7)                                             

They answered, “because no one has hired us.”   He said, “You go into the vineyard too.” 

 

• Landowner pays the workers at day’s end – “Call the laborers and pay them their wages, 
beginning with the last, up to the first.” (20:8) 
o Those hired at 5 pm “received a denarius” (20:9) 
o Those hired at 3 pm, noon and 9 am – “each of them received a denarius” (20:10) 
o Those hired at 6 am – “And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house” (20:11) 

 

Matthew 20:12, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the 
burden of the day and the scorching heat.’  

Problems with parable 

ü businessman who pays same wage regardless the amount of work 
ü payment to workers is unjust 
ü this is NOT a teaching about levels of ____________ 

Jesus is NOT talking about fair labor practices – he is illustrating God’s grace and _______________ 

We discover God’s grace 

God is __________ 

“But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius?” (20:13) 

God is __________ 

“Take what belongs to you and go.  I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you.” (20:14) 

God is ____________ 

“Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?” (20:15) 

Grace is receiving far more                                                                                                                                     
than we expect, than we can possibly earn, than we can ever repay, than we deserve! 

The _________ of our love 

Elijah prayed - 1 Kings 19:10, 14    God replied - 1 Kings 19:18                                                                                                    
Older brother said – Luke 15:29-30     The father said – Luke 15:31-32 

Fill in the blanks:  AMAZING, heaven, forgiveness, just, sovereign, gracious, depth 


