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Evangelism Next Steps…
I.

Evangelism Process
A. Build Friendships – engage with www.blessmn.org to expand your relationships
in the community;
B. Get Training – participate in Winsome Witness Workshops at First Baptist, which
will be held on a regular basis;
C. Be a Winsome Witness – in a prayerful, engaging, thoughtful, and appealing
manner, build on your “Loving Lifestyle” approach in seeking to understand
others and in helping to meet their needs; then use your training in the unique way
you and your friend have been created and in the unique situation you two are in.

II.

Evangelism Concepts

A. Evangelism Bible verses:
In seeking to bring people to the Cross along The Evangelism Pathway, key verses include the
following which denote levels of spiritual receptivity or spiritual awareness to the Good News:
•
•

“Listen to me, you stubborn-hearted, you who are far from righteousness” (Isa. 46:12).
(Jesus with an unbeliever) “Realizing this man's understanding, Jesus said to
him, ‘You are not far from the Kingdom of God’" (Mark 12:34)

•

“He has brought this Good News of peace to you Gentiles who were very far
away from him, and to us Jews who were near” (Eph. 2:17)

•

“Now you belong to Christ Jesus. Though you once were far away from God,
now you have been brought near to him because of the blood of Christ” (Eph. 2:13)

The Parable of Soils (Matt. 13); Four kinds of receptivity
Hard soil = The defensive heart
Shallow soil = The impulsive heart
Soil with weeds = The distracted heart
Good Soil = The receptive heart
➢ “My work was to plant the seed in your hearts, and Apollos' work was to
water it, but it was God, not we, who made the garden grow in your
hearts” (1 Cor. 3:6, emphasis mine).
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B. Guiding non-Christians in Moving Forward along The Evangelism Pathway:
This occurs when a non-Christian’s misconception of the Christian faith is clarified and
hopefully understood. Another way they move forward is when a reason to reject the Christian
faith is reconsidered and hopefully their objection is discarded and is no longer considered as
valid.
In our friendships with non-Christians, there are two significant—and necessary—things we
need to know.
1) What does my friend know and understand about Jesus Christ? (i.e. their
Spiritual Awareness or Knowledge of Christ)
2) How open is my friend to change? (i.e. their Attitude of Openness or Receptivity
toward Christ)

For the first statement about his current understanding of Jesus, we can ask the following
questions in diagnosing his Spiritual Awareness:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

Do you think there is a God?
If there is a God, what does He want?
Why are people here in the world?
What happens to people after we die?
More specific questions about Jesus Christ begins with “Did you know that:
a. Jesus is a historical figure?
b. Jesus lived a perfect life?
c. Jesus died on the Cross for the forgiveness of the sins of every person in the
world?
d. Jesus defeated death by rising form the dead?
e. Jesus ascended into heaven?
f. Jesus will return to the world again one day sometime in the imminent future?

For the second statement, “How open is my friend to change,” we can ask the following
questions in diagnosing his openness to move forward to the Cross:
1)
2)
3)
4)

How satisfied are you with your life at present?
What would you like to change in your life?
How do you feel about God, Jesus, the Bible, Christians?
More specific questions about our friend’s openness to Jesus are the following:
a. Would you like to get to know Jesus Christ personally?
b. Would you like to study the Bible with me, (with some of my friends)?
c. Would you like to go with me to my church, First Baptist?
d. Are you happy/content with what you currently believe about life?
e. Are you at all curious about the Christian faith?
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C. HOW TO BUILD A BRIDGE OF FRIENDSHIP:

Good friendships are usually intentional, rather than accidental. Developing friendships with
unbelievers often requires going the second mile, taking some risks, and moving outside your
own comfort zone. And with our busy lifestyles, it takes planning. If you don’t plan to
cultivate friendships with unbelievers, you’ll find that you never have the time to do so.

“We should make our plans - counting on God to direct us” (Pr. 16:9).

STEP #1 : BECOME INTENTIONALLY AWARE - of the unbelievers God has placed in
your life.
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Make a list of them by name.
Realize that God has put them in your life for a purpose.
Assess each person’s level of spiritual receptivity.
Discover and write down what their interests and needs are.
Look for areas of common ground that you can build on.
Figure out what kind of testimony each would respond to.
Participate in www.blessmn.com and adopt your street in prayer.

STEP #2: COMMIT TO INTENTIONAL PRAYER: Now & throughout your life
✓ Use your list to pray daily for your unsaved friends.
✓ Pray that God will draw them to himself. John 6:44
✓ Pray that God will remove their spiritual blindness. 2 Cor. 4:3-4
✓ Pray that the Holy Spirit will make their heart receptive. Jn.16:8-13
✓ Pray you & others will get the opportunity to share a clear witness. Col.4
3-5
✓ Pray that God will give you wisdom in what to say. James 1:5
✓ Pray the Holy Spirit will use the words you say. 1 Thess. 1:5
STEP #3: SHOW YOU CARE
✓ Treat everyone with respect as people, not as “prospects.”
✓ Be a genuine friend. Help them in practical ways.
✓ Be a good listener. It is a great way to show love.
✓ Make service your aim, not recruitment.
✓ Invite them into your home.
✓ Consciously and INTENTIONALLY focus your concern on meeting their
needs.
✓ Go out of your way to love them until they ask you why.
✓ Accept people as they are without being judgmental.
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STEP #4: BE READY TO SHARE
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Identify yourself as a positive, joyful follower of Christ.
Share a testimony when the occasion naturally arises. (It will)
Never force the Good News. Be patient. God is working!
Use crisis situations to show why we all need God.
INTENTIONALLY ask questions that lead to spiritual discussions.
Give them appropriate tracts or books to read.
Concentrate on the essential. Don’t get sidetracked by hang-ups.
Invite them to a First Baptist ministry.
Offer to lead in a prayer to commit after sharing the Good News.
Read training articles at www.evangelismcoach.org.
Further training at www.oasisworldministries.org.

D. 20 IDEAS FOR DEVELOPING A MISSION HEART
1. Create a plan for inviting your neighbors to bridge ministries and events at First Baptist
(Christmas & Easter services, Wednesday Night Suppers, Need-Based Support Groups).
2. Host an “Open House” to get to know your neighbors. Hand deliver the invitations so that
you make face-to-face contact.
3. See the schools as a mission field. Volunteer as a chaperone for field trips, dances, grad night
or PTA.
4. Establish a guestroom in your house to house missionaries & pastors.
5. Invite a friend to go to a movie with you, and then, over coffee, utilize the movie to discuss
their outlook on life.
6. Leave a piece of evangelistic literature for a waiter or waitress along with a generous tip!
Ask if they have any prayer requests that you can pray for.
7. Memorize Luke 19:10 and create a list of the potential “pre-Christian” people you’d like to
reach in your area: “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”
8. Invite some people from other cultures into a discussion on the question, “What do you think
a Christian is?”
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9. Make a list of various people groups you come across in your sphere of influence.
10. Memorize 1st John 3:16-18. “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his
life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. If anyone has
material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the
love of God be in that person? Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with
actions and in truth.” Let your “Loving Lifestyle” mesh well with your “Winsome Witness.”
11. Attend a local cultural or ethnically distinctive event in an effort to understand the cultures
around your area.
12. Read Matthew 25 and try to identify one project per month that you can do for the types of
people Jesus lists.
13. Pray for the country on the label of your clothes.
14. Get an up-to-date map of the world and prominently post it to provoke prayer.
15. Pray for a week for the Muslim countries in North Africa, the Middle East, South Asia, and
Indonesia.
16. Pray for people to be open to wherever God might call them in service around the world.
17. Start an email or pen pal connection to any missionaries supported by First Baptist.
18. Listen to CNN or another world news report and pray through the countries mentioned.
19. Financially sponsor a missionary on a systematic basis.
20. Pray for the GO Team of First Baptist to carry out God’s will in missions.
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E. Prayer Evangelism

BE C.O.O.L.!

Check this verse out: “Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.
And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of
Christ, for which I am in chains. Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should. Be wise in the way you
act towards outsiders; make the most of every opportunity.” Col. 4:2-5

C
O
O
L

reating
pportunities in
utreach in our
ifestyle

So do the following 3 “C.O.O.L.” things based on Col. 4:2-5…
a) PRAY for self to be ready to talk about Jesus (be prayerful, watchful, and thankful)
b) PRAY for God to create an Opportunity for you and others to share Jesus to others (to make the most
of every opportunity as God opens the door)
c) PRAY for a specific person(s) who is not saved…yet (“Outsiders”)

F. A 4-Part Lesson in being a WINSOME WITNESS: “Why, Who, How, YES”

Witnessing: Sharing your life. We are not called “to” witness, but to “BE” witnesses. It is a lifestyle of
salt... of light... but most of all of LOVE.

I. WHY -

JESUS’ MISSION MATTERS TO ME …

1. IF I WANT TO KNOW, LOVE, & BECOME LIKE JESUS, MY LIFE MISSION MUST
INCLUDE HIS LIFE MISSION.

Jesus prayed to the Father: “In the same way that you gave me a mission in the world, I give them a
mission in the world.” John 17:18
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2. JESUS COMMANDS ME AND EXPECTS ME TO CONTINUE HIS MISSION.

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with
you always, to the very end of the age." Matt. 28:19-20 (see also Mark 16:15, Luke 24:47, & John 20:21)
“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." Acts 1:8

3. PEOPLE ARE HOPELESS FOR HEAVEN WITHOUT JESUS CHRIST.

“Jesus is the only one who can save people. His name is the only power in the world that has been given
to save people. We must be saved through him."Acts 4:12 "Anyone who calls on the Lord will be saved.
But before people can ask the Lord for help, they must believe in him; and before they can believe in him,
they must hear about him; and for them to hear about the Lord, someone must tell them.” Rom. 10:13-14

4. GOD WANTS EVERYONE TO BE SAVED!

“God wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge
of the truth.” 1 Tim. 2:4 “God does not want anyone to be lost,
but he wants all people to change their hearts and lives.” 2 Peter 2:9

The world’s temptations, our timid nature, and demonic adversaries seek to
distract and keep us from maturing as men and women of God: however, the
Holy Spirit has been sent to indwell us and to empower us in every single area
of our lives, especially as disciple-makers; therefore, in fulfilling the Mission of
God in this world, we courageously take Spirit-led, faith-filled risks—which
requires various changes in our lives—as we walk out of our “comfort
zone” and into God’s adventurous journey for our lives.
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II. WHO?

Type in the names of people who are far from God in your phone and:
1) pray for them daily
2) pray for God to create opportunities to share our faith
3) pray for yourself so that you would be ready to share your
faith
“Each day tell someone that he saves.” Psalm 96:2b (LB)
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III. HOW?

A. POSSIBLE TESTIMONY THEMES of THE DIFFERENCE CHRIST HAS
MADE IN MY LIFE. WRITE OUT YOUR TESTIMONY. READ IT MANY TIMES. PRACTICE IT
WITH ANOTHER PERSON.

How Trusting Jesus has
helped me deal with my…



Worries / Anxiety
Guilt/Shame
Anger / Temper
Emptiness/Lack of Purpose
Grief
Stress / Burnout
Low self-esteem
Poor health
Disappointment
Insecurity
Regrets
Discontent / frantic activity
Fears
Loneliness
Lack of emotional support
Addictions / Habits
Self-centeredness
Despair / Depression
Cheap thrills
Boredom with my life
Fear of Death
“Something was missing”
Bitterness & resentment
Pain of rejection
Marriage Problems
Financial Problems
Business Problems



Salvation




























How Trusting Jesus
has given me ….

Inner Peace
Forgiveness and a fresh start
Patience and love
Purpose in life and meaning
Comfort and Joy
New energy and power for living
Significance. I am valuable to God
Strength to go on
Trust in his good plans
Confidence and sense of security
A second chance at life
Contentment and peace
Faith to face my fears
Assurance He’s always with me.
A church family that supports me.
Power to change. Freedom
Love for other people
Hope
Real, lasting happiness
Adventure with God
Assurance of heaven
A sense of fulfillment
The ability to be free from my past
God’s unconditional love
Positive changes in my marriage
Positive changes in my finances
Positive changes in my business
1. WHAT MY LIFE WAS LIKE BEFORE I MET CHRIST.
2. HOW GOD MADE ME REALIZE THAT I NEEDED CHRIST.
3. HOW GOD SAVED ME AS I COMMITTED MY LIFE TO CHRIST.

See pages 2, 11-13 for more information on sharing your testimony.
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B. 4 Verses to Memorize

(we must deal with the sin problem that we all have)

have.
"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall
not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world,
but to save the world through him.” John 3:16-17
Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through
me.” John 14:6
For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans
6:23

IV. What do I do if someone says “Yes” to Jesus?
Pray to receive Jesus as your Lord and Savior:

“Lord Jesus, I need You. I believe You are the Son of God, the Savior of the
World. Thank You for dying on the cross for my sins. I open the door of my life
and receive You as my Savior and Lord. Thank You for forgiving my sins and
giving me eternal life. Take control of the throne of my life. Make me the kind
of person You want me to be. In Your Name I pray, Amen.”

Write your Personal Testimony (Salvation & Difference) and practice it with others:
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1. We are commanded to share our testimonies
“Let the whole world know what he has done for you.” Ps. 105:1b (LB)

“Every day tell how he saves us. Tell the nations of his glory; tell all peoples the
miracles he does.”

Ps. 96:2-3 (NCV)

a. THE VALUE OF YOUR TESTIMONY
1. It is unique! There are no others just like it.

2. It is personal and easy to understand.

3. You are the authority on it. It’s difficult to argue with.

4. People love to hear personal stories and they remember them.

5. People can relate to it. It builds a relational bridge.

6. In our postmodern world, it may be your most effective witness.
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2. COMMON GROUND CIRCUMSTANCES
Could you give a testimony about how Jesus helped you with any of the following experiences?

a. POSITIVE
Adoption, breaking a bad habit, financial gain, raising kids, marriage strengthened or restored, new baby,
new business, new friends, new home, new marriage, new job, success, renewed love, restored relationships

b. MAJOR CRISES
Abuse, accident, addiction, abortion, bankruptcy, broken dream, eating disorder, death, depression, disease,
discrimination, divorce, empty nest, financial problems, infertility, incest, jail, rape, surgery

3. TRANSLATING CHRISTIAN WORDS: A cliché lexicon

CHRISTIAN TERM

WHEN TALKING WITH SEEKERS

“Blessed”

“Happy”

“I was Born Again”

“I was given a fresh, new start”

“I was Saved”

“My life changed at that moment”

“Jesus is my Lord”

“He’s the Manager/CEO of my Life”
“I put Jesus in the driver’s seat.”

“I repented”

“I changed my mind” (a mental U-turn)

“I had sinned”

“I knew I’d blown it”

“All are sinners”

“Nobody’s perfect. No one bats 1000”

“I felt convicted”

“I realized that...”

“The Holy Ghost”

“God’s Spirit”
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4. HOW TO LEAD INTO YOUR TESTIMONY
a. Listen for problems or needs that Jesus has helped you with.
First Empathize. Then, “You know, that used to be a big issue in my life too (or my marriage, etc). In fact,
I felt pretty (hopeless, frustrated, etc.). But then I discovered something that made a major difference in my
life.”

b. Refer to something in the news or on TV that deals with a common need or problem; this will help
get conversation going:
Did you read about... I can sure identify with how those people feel. Not too long ago I struggled with that
too. But then something happened that changed everything for me...”

Start with a statement they’d agree with or situation they relate to:
“It seems like life is getting faster and faster.”
“Sometimes life just gets so complicated.”
“Life doesn’t always turn out the way you planned it.”

c. VERY EFFECTIVE as well as WINSOME - Ask someone this
awesome, thought-provoking question: “What is the best thing that has
ever happened to you?”
After listening and discussing what she said, ask her, “Can I share with you the best thing that has ever
happened to me?” If she agrees, share three things: a) When Jesus came into your life, b) the difference
He has made in your life (meaning, purpose, etc) and c) the assurance of heaven upon death.

d. Apologize to people you’ve known a long time but haven’t witnessed to.
“Bill, I need to apologize to you. We’ve known each other a long time, and I consider you to be a good
friend. But friends don’t keep secrets – and I’ve never told you about the best thing that ever happened to
me. I guess I was afraid you’d think I was some kind of nut. Anyway… (begin your story).”

