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WELCOME  

 CALL TO WORSHIP 

L: Get ready, people of God! The time of hope and peace is at hand. 
P: We are called to action rather than reaction. 
L: Open your hearts to God’s word and God’s will. 
P: Help us to be workers for God rather than observers. 
L: Come, draw near to God in faith. 
P: Let us prepare our hearts to receive the wondrous gifts of God. AMEN. 

 

OPENING SONG: Of the Father’s Love Begotten     UM Hymnal #184 
Verse 1  
Of the Father's love begotten 
ere the worlds began to be, 
he is Alpha and Omega, 
he the Source, the Ending he, 
of the things that are, that have been, 
and that future years shall see, 
evermore and evermore! 
 

Verse 2 
 O ye heights of heav'n, adore him; 
angel hosts, his praises sing: 
powers, dominions, bow before him 
and extol our God and King; 
let no tongue on earth be silent, 
ev'ry voice in concert ring,  
evermore and evermore! 
 

Verse 3 
Christ, to thee with God the Father, 
and, O Holy Ghost, to thee, 
hymn and chant and high thanksgiving 
and unwearied praises be, 
honor, glory, and dominion 
and eternal victory, 
evermore and evermore! 
 

SONG: Emmanuel (Hallowed Manger Ground) 
What hope we hold this starlit night; 



A King is born in Bethlehem. 
Our journey long, we seek the light 
That leads to the hallowed manger ground. 
 

What fear we felt in the silent age, 
Four hundred years; Can He be found? 
But broken by a Baby’s cry, 
Rejoice in the hallowed manger ground. 
 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, 
God incarnate, here to dwell. 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel, 
Praise His Name, Emmanuel. 
 

The Son of God here, born to bleed: 
A crown of thorns would pierce his brow. 
And we beheld this Offering,  
Exalted now, the King of Kings, 
Praise God for the hallowed manger ground. 
 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, 
God incarnate, here to dwell. 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel, 
Praise His Name, Emmanuel. 
 

Praise His Name, Emmanuel. 
 

SONG: He Has Come for Us (God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen) 
God rest ye merry, gentlemen 
Let nothing you dismay. 
Remember Christ our Savior  
Was born on Christmas Day. 
To save us all from Satan’s pow’r, 
When we were gone astray. 
O, tidings of comfort and joy 
Comfort and joy 
O, tidings of comfort and joy. 
 

He has come for us, this Jesus. 
He’s the hope for all mankind. 
He has come for us, the Messiah, 
Born to give us life. 
 

From God, our Heav’nly Father, 
A blessed angel came. 
And unto certain shepherds  
Brought tidings of the same. 
How that in Bethlehem was born 
The Son of God by name. 



O, tidings of comfort and joy 
Comfort and joy 
O, tidings of comfort and joy. 
 

He has come for us, this Jesus. 
He’s the hope for all mankind. 
He has come for us, the Messiah, 
Born to give us life. 
 

All the angels sing “Hallelujah! Jesus Christ is born!” 
All the children sing, “Hallelujah! He is Christ, the Lord!” 
 

He has come for us, this Jesus. 
He’s the hope for all mankind. 
He has come for us, the Messiah, 
Born to give us life. 
He is born to give us life. 
 

All the angels sing “Hallelujah! Jesus Christ is born!” 
All the children sing, “Hallelujah! He is Christ, the Lord!” 
 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE OF PEACE 
Today we light the second Advent candle. 

The first candle reminded us of hope. The second Advent candle is the candle of peace — the 

peace we seek in our hearts as we await the coming of Christ and peace on earth as announced 

by the angels. 

(The candles of hope and peace are lit) 

May the light of hope and peace burn brightly in our hearts all our days. 

O Come, O come, Emmanuel (verse 2) UM Hymnal #211 
Verse 2 
O come thou Wisdom from on high 
And order all things far and nigh 
To us the path of knowledge show 
And cause us in her ways to go 
Chorus: 
Rejoice rejoice Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee O Israel 
 

PRAYER OF APPROACH  
We have prepared our homes, and our gifts, Lord, but we need help in preparing our 
spirits to receive your message of Peace. Free us from the stresses and strains of this 
time, and place your peace which passes all our understanding in our hearts. For we 
ask this in Jesus' Name. AMEN. 

 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE PROCLAMATION: Luke 2:8-12 (English Standard Version) 
8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock 

by night.  
9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 

they were filled with great fear.  
10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will 

be for all the people.  
11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  
12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a 

manger.” 

Leader: May God bless our reading today. 

     People:  Amen. 
 

SONG: O Come, All Ye Faithful  (Verses 1)    UM Hymnal #234 
Verse 1 
O come all ye faithful 
Joyful and triumphant 
O come ye  
O come ye to Bethlehem 
Come and behold Him 
Born the King of angels 
Chorus: 
O come let us adore Him 
O come let us adore Him 
O come let us adore Him 
Christ the Lord 
 

MESSAGE: The Savior and Our Need for Saving       Rev. Jeff Lathrop 

Sermon Notes: 
1. Jesus’ name points to both his purpose and role as God’s incarnate. 
2. There’s a right path and a wrong path. 
3. When the Bible speaks of sin, it’s both in the tendency and act of straying.  
4. In Jesus’ death, God demonstrated the lengths to which God is willing to go, to rescue, 

and save us from ourselves.  
 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

COMMUNION 
 

CLOSING SONG: First Noel  (verses 1,2)       UM Hymnal #245 
Verse 1 
The first Noel the angel did say 



Was to certain poor shepherds  
in fields as they lay 
In fields where they 
 lay keeping their sheep 
On a cold winter's night 
 that was so deep 
Chorus: 
Noel Noel Noel Noel 
Born is the King of Israel 
 

Verse 2 
They looked up and saw a star 
Shining in the east 
 beyond them far 
And to the earth 
 it gave great light 
And so it continued  
both day and night 
Chorus: 
Noel Noel Noel Noel 
Born is the King of Israel 
 

BENEDICTION/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CLOSING MUSIC: First Noel (Verse 6) 
Then let us all with one accord 
Sing praises to our heavenly Lord; 
That hath made heaven and earth of naught, 
And with his blood mankind hath bought 
Chorus: 
Noel Noel Noel Noel 
Born is the King of Israel 
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 Thanks to those helping with the service this morning:  

Organist/pianist: Marge Myrold; Song Leader/Lay Reader: Kellie Burgess 

Praise Band: Marge Myrold, Kellie Burgess, Laurie Guy, John Martin 

Sound Board: Ryan Zerr; Slides: Mark Guy 

Thank you for joining us for worship! We hope that this service has been a 
blessing to you.  

To support the ministry of Wesley United Methodist Church please check out our 
website: www.gfwesley.org/give 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook and to sign up for mobile updates by texting:  

@txtwesley to: 81010 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for an Online Christmas Eve Service— 

Thursday, Dec. 24 at 5:00pm 

It will be a candlelight service of lessons and carols 

for you to enjoy at home through our web site or 

our Facebook page. You are invited to participate 

when Silent Night is sung.  We have candles 

available for you to pick up at the church if you wish 

(or use your own). Just stop by the church north 

parking lot door for contactless pick up of candles. 

Wesley UMC Congregational Meetings 

Monday, Dec. 14 and Wednesday, Dec. 16 at 7:00pm  
  

This is a follow up meeting to the presentation and 

discussion at meetings held in late September. Be sure to 

join us for more important information and discussion. 

You do not need to attend both nights. You can join via 

Livestream on Facebook or our web site, or in person.  You 

will be able to ask questions or make comments on the 

Facebook chat screen or by text message.  

Join us on for an Advent study on Tuesday nights at 7pm on 

Facebook and on our web site. 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

THANK YOU! 

Thank you for returning your 2020 Commitment Card. If you 

have not yet returned your card, you can still do so. 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


