MOBILE ORDER OF WORSHIP- Christmas Eve, December 24, 2020, 5:00pm
To receive mobile updates by text message, text: @txtwesley to: 81010

We welcome you into a time of worship and celebration of
God’s work.
OPENING MUSIC: Advent Hymn
Christ, whose glory fills the skies
Christ, the everlasting Light,
The Son of Righteousness arise,
And triumph o’er these shades of night
Come, Thou long awaited One,
In the fullness of your love.
And loose this heart bound up by shame,
And I will never be the same.
So, here I wait in hope of You,
All my soul’s longing through and through.
Dayspring from on high, be near,
And Daystar in my heart appear.
Dark and cheerless is the morn,
Until Your love in me is born.
And joyless is the ev’ning song,
Until Emmanuel has come.
So, here I wait in hope of You,
All my soul’s longing through and through.
Dayspring from on high, be near,
And Daystar in my heart appear.
OPENING MUSIC: He Has Come for Us (God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen)
God rest ye merry, gentlemen

Let nothing you dismay.
Remember Christ our Savior
Was born on Christmas Day.
To save us all from Satan’s pow’r,
When we were gone astray.
O, tidings of comfort and joy
Comfort and joy
O, tidings of comfort and joy.

He has come for us, this Jesus.
He’s the hope for all mankind.
He has come for us, the Messiah,
Born to give us life.
From God, our Heav’nly Father,
A blessed angel came.
And unto certain shepherds
Brought tidings of the same.
How that in Bethlehem was born
The Son of God by name.
O, tidings of comfort and joy
Comfort and joy
O, tidings of comfort and joy.
He has come for us, this Jesus.
He’s the hope for all mankind.
He has come for us, the Messiah,
Born to give us life.
All the angels sing “Hallelujah! Jesus Christ is born!”
All the children sing, “Hallelujah! He is Christ, the Lord!”
He has come for us, this Jesus.
He’s the hope for all mankind.
He has come for us, the Messiah,
Born to give us life,
He is born to give us life.
All the angels sing “Hallelujah! Jesus Christ is born!”
All the children sing, “Hallelujah! He is Christ, the Lord!”
CALL TO WORSHIPL: Rejoice, for God is with us -- Emmanuel.
P: In the darkness of our world shines God's holy light.
L: Now there is reason to hope, to love, to laugh, to live.
P: God is truly with us. We are not alone. Thanks be to God!
SONG: O Come, All Ye Faithful (Verses 1-3) UM Hymnal #234
Verse 1
O come all ye faithful
Joyful and triumphant
O come ye
O come ye to Bethlehem
Come and behold Him
Born the King of angels
Chorus:
O come let us adore Him
O come let us adore Him

O come let us adore Him
Christ the Lord
Verse 2
Sing choirs of angels
Sing in exultation
O sing all ye bright
Hosts of heav'n above
Glory to God all
Glory in the highest
Chorus:
O come let us adore Him
O come let us adore Him
O come let us adore Him
Christ the Lord
Verse 3
Yea Lord we greet Thee
Born this happy morning
Jesus to Thee be all glory giv'n
Word of the Father
Now in flesh appearing
Chorus:
O come let us adore Him
O come let us adore Him
O come let us adore Him
Christ the Lord
Lighting the Advent Candles of Hope, Peace, Joy, & Love
OPENING PRAYER:
Gracious God, with joy and thanksgiving we gather as your people. We have come to hear
again the timeless story of Christ's birth. In the excitement of this night, quiet our hearts that
we may know the peace and fullness of this holy time. Shine, O Light, in the darkness of our
world. Sing, O angels, in the stillness of our hearts, "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace among those God favors." This we pray in the name of the Child of Bethlehem. Amen.
The Prophecy of the Messiah
Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 & John 1:1-2, 4-5
2
The people who walk in darkness will see a great light.
For those who live in a land of deep darkness, a light will shine.
6
For a child is born to us, a son is given to us.
The government will rest on his shoulders.
And he will be called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7
His government and its peace
will never end. He will rule with fairness and justice from the throne of his ancestor David
for all eternity. The passionate commitment of the Lord of Heaven’s Armies
will make this happen!
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was
in the beginning with God.

4

in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness did not overcome it.
The Coming of Jesus Is Announced to Mary and Joseph Luke 1:26-38 & Matthew 1:18-25
Luke 1:26-38 26
In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a village
in Galilee, 27 to a virgin named Mary. She was engaged to be married to a man named Joseph, a
descendant of King David.
28
Gabriel appeared to her and said, “Greetings, favored woman! The Lord is with you!”
29
Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think what the angel could mean. 30 “Don’t be afraid,
Mary,” the angel told her, “for you have found favor with God!
31
You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be very great
and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his
ancestor David.
33
And he will reign over Israel forever; his Kingdom will never end!”
34
Mary asked the angel, “But how can this happen? I am a virgin.”
35
The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you. So the baby to be born will be holy, and he will be called the Son of God.
36
What’s more, your relative Elizabeth has become pregnant in her old age! People used to say
she was barren, but she has conceived a son and is now in her sixth month. 37 For the word of
God will never fail.”
38
Mary responded, “I am the Lord’s servant. May everything you have said about me come
true.” And then the angel left her.
Matthew 1:18-25 18
This is how Jesus the Messiah was born. His mother, Mary, was engaged to be married to
Joseph. But before the marriage took place, while she was still a virgin, she became pregnant
through the power of the Holy Spirit.
19
Joseph, to whom she was engaged, was a righteous man and did not want to disgrace her
publicly, so he decided to break the engagement quietly.
20
As he considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream. “Joseph, son of
David,” the angel said, “do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. For the child within her was
conceived by the Holy Spirit.
21
And she will have a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their
sins.”
22
All of this occurred to fulfill the Lord’s message through his prophet:
23
“Look! The virgin will conceive a child!
She will give birth to a son,
and they will call him Immanuel,
which means ‘God is with us.’ ”
24
When Joseph woke up, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded and took Mary as his wife.
25
But he did not have sexual relations with her until her son was born. And Joseph named him
Jesus.
SPECIAL MUSIC: Child of the Poor/What Child is This?
The Preparations for the Birth of Jesus
Luke 2:1-5
At that time the Roman emperor, Augustus, decreed that a census should be taken throughout
the Roman Empire. 2 (This was the first census taken when Quirinius was governor of Syria.)

3

All returned to their own ancestral towns to register for this census.
And because Joseph was a descendant of King David, he had to go to Bethlehem in Judea,
David’s ancient home. He traveled there from the village of Nazareth in Galilee.
5
He took with him Mary, to whom he was engaged, who was now expecting a child.
4

Message: The Light Shines in the Darkness Rev. Jeff Lathrop
*Luke 2:15-20
15
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made
known to us.”
16
So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
17
When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child;
18
and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.
19
But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.
20
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had
been told them.
Hymn: O Little Town of Bethlehem
Verse 1
O little town of Bethlehem
How still we see thee lie
Above thy deep and
dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting Light
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight
Verse 2
For Christ is born of Mary
And gathered all above
While mortals sleep
The angels keep their watch
of wondering love
O morning stars together
Proclaim the holy birth
And praises sing
to God the King
And peace to men on earth
Verse 3
How silently how silently
The wondrous gift is given
So God imparts
to human hearts
The blessings of His heaven
No ear may hear His coming
But in this world of sin

UM Hymnal #230

Where meek souls will
receive Him still
The dear Christ enters in
Verse 4
O holy Child of Bethlehem
Descend to us we pray
Cast out our sin and enter in
Be born in us today
We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell
O come to us abide with us
Our Lord Emmanuel
Jesus is Born
Luke 2:6-7
6
While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was
no place for them in the inn.
Hymn: Away in a Manger
Verse 1
Away in a manger
no crib for a bed
The little Lord Jesus
laid down His sweet head
The stars in the sky
looked down where He lay
The little Lord Jesus
asleep on the hay
Verse 2
The cattle are lowing
the Baby awakes
But little Lord Jesus
no crying He makes
I love Thee Lord Jesus
look down from the sky
And stay by my cradle
'til morning is nigh
Verse 3
Be near me Lord Jesus
I ask Thee to stay
Close by me forever
and love me I pray
Bless all the dear children
in Thy tender care
And fit us for heaven

UM Hymnal #217

to live with Thee there
The Lighting of the Christ Candle
Special Music: Little Baby – Kellie Burgess, Marge Myrold, Laurie Guy
Jesus' Birth is Announced to the Shepherds
Luke 2:9-14
9
Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the Lord’s glory
surrounded them. They were terrified,
10
but the angel reassured them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring you good news that will
bring great joy to all people. 11 The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in
Bethlehem, the city of David!
12
And you will recognize him by this sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly in strips of cloth,
lying in a manger.”
13
Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the armies of heaven—praising God
and saying,
14
“Glory to God in highest heaven,
and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased.”
SONG: It Came Upon a Midnight Clear/Glorious
It came upon a midnight clear,
That glorious song of old,
From angels bending near the earth
To touch their harps of gold.
“Peace on the earth, goodwill to men,
From heaven’s all gracious King.”
The world in solemn stillness lay
To hear the angels sing.
Glorious, my eyes have seen the glory of the Lord.
Glorious, He stands above the rules of the earth.
Glorious, glorious,
Lord, You are glorious.
For lo! The day s are hast’ning on
By prophets seen of old,
When with the ever circling years
Shall come the time foretold.
When peace shall over all the earth,
Its ancient splendors fling
And the whole world give back the song
Which now the angels sing.
Glorious, my eyes have seen the glory of the Lord.
Glorious, He stands above the rules of the earth.
Glorious, glorious,
Lord, You are glorious.
It came upon a midnight clear,

That glorious song of old.
It came upon a midnight clear,
That glorious song of old.
Glorious, my eyes have seen the glory of the Lord.
Glorious, He stands above the rules of the earth.
Glorious, glorious,
Lord, You are glorious.
It came upon a midnight clear,
That glorious song of old.
It came upon a midnight clear,
That glorious song of old.
It came upon a midnight clear,
That glorious song of old.
Glorious.
The Shepherds Find the Baby Jesus
Luke 2:15-18
15
When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go to
Bethlehem! Let’s see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”
16
They hurried to the village and found Mary and Joseph. And there was the baby, lying in the
manger.
17
After seeing him, the shepherds told everyone what had happened and what the angel had
said to them about this child. 18 All who heard the shepherds’ story were astonished,
The Wise Men Bring Their Gifts to Jesus
Matthew 2:1-11
Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign of King Herod. About that time some
wise men from eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking,
2
“Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star as it rose, and we have come to
worship him.”
3
King Herod was deeply disturbed when he heard this, as was everyone in Jerusalem. 4 He
called a meeting of the leading priests and teachers of religious law and asked, “Where is the
Messiah supposed to be born?”
5
“In Bethlehem in Judea,” they said, “for this is what the prophet wrote:
6
‘And you, O Bethlehem in the land of Judah,
are not least among the ruling cities of Judah,
for a ruler will come from you
who will be the shepherd for my people Israel.’ ”
7
Then Herod called for a private meeting with the wise men, and he learned from them the
time when the star first appeared.
8
Then he told them, “Go to Bethlehem and search carefully for the child. And when you find
him, come back and tell me so that I can go and worship him, too!”
9
After this interview the wise men went their way. And the star they had seen in the east
guided them to Bethlehem. It went ahead of them and stopped over the place where the child
was.
10
When they saw the star, they were filled with joy!
11
They entered the house and saw the child with his mother, Mary, and they bowed down and
worshiped him. Then they opened their treasure chests and gave him gifts of gold,

frankincense, and myrrh.
SONG: The First Noel (verses 1-4)
Verse 1
The first Noel the angel did say
Was to certain poor shepherds
in fields as they lay
In fields where they
lay keeping their sheep
On a cold winter's night
that was so deep
Chorus:
Noel Noel Noel Noel
Born is the King of Israel
Verse 2
They looked up and saw a star
Shining in the east
beyond them far
And to the earth
it gave great light
And so it continued
both day and night
Chorus:
Noel Noel Noel Noel
Born is the King of Israel
Verse 3
And by the light
of that same star
Three wise men came
from country far
To seek for a king
was their intent
And to follow the star
wherever it went
Chorus:
Noel Noel Noel Noel
Born is the King of Israel
Verse 4
This star drew nigh
to the northwest
O'er Bethlehem
it took its rest
And there it did
both stop and stay
Right over the place

UM Hymnal #245

Chorus:
Noel Noel Noel Noel
Born is the King of Israel
We Offer Our Gifts to God
God calls us to respond with a spirit of generosity, a portion of that with which we have been
blessed. Let us offer our gifts and tithes.
Special Music: All is Well
Kellie Burgess, Marge Myrold, Laurie Guy
PASSING OF THE LIGHT
SONG: Silent Night/Heaven Draws Close
Silent night, holy night,
All is calm, all is bright.
Round yon virgin, mother and child.
Holy Infant so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night,
Shepherds quake at the sight.
Glories stream from heaven afar
Heavenly hosts sing “Alleluia!”
Christ, the Savior is born!
Christ, the Savior is born!
Hallelujah, Hallelujah
Mercy of God, born unto us.
Hallelujah, Hallelujah
Heaven draws close with love.
Silent night, holy night,
Son of God, love’s pure light.
Radiant beams from Thy holy face.
With the dawn of redeeming grace.
Jesus, Lord at Thy birth
Jesus, Lord at Thy birth
Hallelujah, Hallelujah
Mercy of God, born unto us.
Hallelujah, Hallelujah
Heaven draws close with love.
Heaven draws close with love.
*Lift candle high on last verse
*Blow out candle at the end
POSTLUDE

We would like to thank you for joining us on line.
From our family to yours....Merry Christmas!
CCLI License #906361
Thanks to those helping with the service this morning:
Organist/pianist: Marge Myrold; Song Leader: Kellie Burgess
Readers: Kellie Burgess, Mark Guy, Elise Christy
Praise Band: Marge Myrold, Kellie Burgess, Laurie Guy, John Martin
Sound Board: Pat Henry; Slides: Mark Guy, Dave Christy

Thank you for joining us for worship!
We hope that this service has been a blessing to you.
To support the ministry of Wesley United Methodist Church,
please check out our website: www.gfwesley.org/give
Be sure to follow us on Facebook and to sign up for mobile updates by texting:
@txtwesley to: 81010

