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OPENING MUSIC 

WELCOME  

 CALL TO WORSHIP 

L: All through this season of Advent, we have encountered Hope, Peace and Joy. 
P: Today Belief and Love are the theme. 
L: Today we will hear the story of surprising commitment. 
P: We will learn of Mary and God's wonderful love. 
L: Today we will be challenged to believe in all that God can do. 
P: Open our hearts, Lord, that we may be ready for your love. AMEN. 

 

OPENING SONG: Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence  
Let all mortal flesh keep silence,  
And with fear and trembling stand; 
Ponder nothing earthly minded, 
For with blessing in His hand. 
 

Christ our God to earth descendeth, 
Our full homage to demand. 
 

King of kings, yet born of Mary, 
As of old on earth He stood. 
Lord of lords, in human vesture, 
In the body and the blood; 
 

He will give to all the faithful 
His own self for heavenly food. 
 

Rank on rank the host of heaven 
Spreads its vanguard on the way, 
As the Light of light descendeth 
From the realms of endless day, 
 

That the powers of hell may vanish 
As the darkness clears away 
 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Lord Most High. 
 

SONG: Away in a Manger (Forever Amen) 
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 



The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head; 
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay, 
The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay 
 

The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes, 
The dawn of salvation beginning to break; 
I love Thee, Lord Jesus! O gift from above. 
The King of the heavens forever with us. 
 

I worship You, Jesus, for all of my days. 
The highest of praises be unto Your name. 
My God and my Savior, my King and my friend, 
Yours is the glory forever amen. 
Yours is the glory forever amen. 
Yours is the glory forever amen. 
 

SONG: It Came Upon a Midnight Clear/Glorious 
It came upon a midnight clear,  
That glorious song of old, 
From angels bending near the earth  
To touch their harps of gold: 
 

“Peace on earth, goodwill to men, 
From heaven’s all gracious King.” 
The world in solemn still lay 
To hear the angels sing. 
 

Glorious, my eyes have seen the glory of the Lord. 
Glorious, He stands above the rulers of the earth. 
Glorious, glorious 
Lord, you are glorious 
  

For lo! The days are hast’ning on  
By prophets seen of old, 
When with the ever-circling years 
Shall come the time foretold; 
 

When peace shall over all the earth, 
Its ancient splendors fling, 
And the whole world give back the song 
Which now the angels sing. 
 

Glorious, my eyes have seen the glory of the Lord. 
Glorious, He stands above the rulers of the earth. 
Glorious, glorious 
Lord, you are glorious 
 

It came upon a midnight clear, 
That glorious song of old. 
It came upon a midnight clear,  
That glorious song of old. 
 

Glorious, my eyes have seen the glory of the Lord. 
Glorious, He stands above the rulers of the earth. 



Glorious, glorious 
Lord, you are glorious 
 

It came upon a midnight clear, 
That glorious song of old. 
It came upon a midnight clear,  
That glorious song of old. 
Glorious 
 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE OF LOVE 
Today we light the fourth Advent candle. 

The first candle reminded us of hope. 

The second candle reminded us of peace. 

The third candle reminded us of joy. 

The fourth Advent candle is the candle of love — the love of Mary for her child, the love of God 

of all humankind. 

(The candles of hope, peace, joy, and love are lit).  

May the light of hope, peace, joy, and love burn brightly in our hearts all our days. 

O Come, O come, Emmanuel (verse 4) UM Hymnal #211 
O come thou Root of Jesse's tree 
An ensign of Thy people be 
Before Thee rulers silent fall 
All peoples on Thy mercy call 
Chorus: 
Rejoice rejoice Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee O Israel 
 

PRAYER OF APPROACH/PRAYERS OF THE HEART 
Lord of all life and all seasons, help us open our hearts to hear the words of promise 
and love that you send to us. Like Joseph, may we trust in your abiding love and 
power. Prepare us to receive your gift of grace and peace. In Jesus’ Name, we pray. 
AMEN. 

  

THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE PROCLAMATION: Matthew 5:13-16 (English Standard Version) 
13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? 

It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet.  
14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.  
15 Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in 

the house.  



16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and 

give glory to your Father who is in heaven. 
 

Leader: May God add a blessing to our reading today. 

     People:  Amen. 
 

SONG: This Little Light of Mine 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine! 
 

Hide it under a bushel, No! 
I’m gonna let it shine 
Hide it under a bushel, No! 
I’m gonna let it shine, 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine 
 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine! 
 

MESSAGE: Light of the World      Rev. Jeff Lathrop 

Sermon Notes: 
1. We are more blessed to give than receive. 
2. We are called to walk in the light. 
3. The battle between the light and darkness isn’t just found in the world, but within. 
4. Our task is to allow God’s light to illuminate our lives. 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

CLOSING SONG: O Little Town of Bethlehem (verses 1-3) UM Hymnal #23 
Verse 1 
O little town of Bethlehem 
How still we see thee lie 
Above thy deep and  
dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting Light 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight 
 

Verse 2 
For Christ is born of Mary 
And gathered all above 
While mortals sleep 
The angels keep their watch 
 of wondering love 
O morning stars together 



Proclaim the holy birth 
And praises sing 
 to God the King 
And peace to men on earth 
 

Verse 3 
How silently how silently 
The wondrous gift is given 
So God imparts 
 to human hearts 
The blessings of His heaven 
No ear may hear His coming 
But in this world of sin 
Where meek souls will  
receive Him still 
The dear Christ enters in 
 
 

BENEDICTION/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CLOSING MUSIC: O Little Town of Bethlehem (verse 4) UM Hymnal #23 
Verse 4 
O holy Child of Bethlehem 
Descend to us we pray 
Cast out our sin and enter in 
Be born in us today 
We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell 
O come to us abide with us 
Our Lord Emmanuel 
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 Thanks to those helping with the service this morning:  

Organist/pianist: Marge Myrold; Song Leader/Lay Reader: Kellie Burgess 

Praise Band: Marge Myrold, Kellie Burgess, Laurie Guy, John Martin 

Sound Board: Pat Henry; Slides: Mark Guy 

Thank you for joining us for worship!  
We hope that this service has been a blessing to you.  

To support the ministry of Wesley United Methodist Church please check out our 
website: www.gfwesley.org/give 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook and to sign up for mobile updates by texting:  

@txtwesley to: 81010 



 
 

 
 

 

 

Join us for an Online Christmas Eve Service— 

Thursday, Dec. 24 at 5:00pm 

It will be a candlelight service of lessons and carols 

for you to enjoy at home through our web site or 

our Facebook page. You are invited to participate 

when Silent Night is sung.  We have candles 

available for you to pick up at the church if you wish 

(or use your own). Just stop by the church north 

parking lot door for contactless pick up of candles. 

Join us on for an Advent study on Tuesday nights at 7pm on 

Facebook and on our web site. 

 

Christmas TV Worship 

 with Bishop Bruce Ough preaching 

“Jesus in-person” 

Join us to unwrap the greatest gift of all! 

December 25  

9-10am CST on KXJB (CBS) –Channel 4 

And on KFYR (NBC) – Channel 11 

Music by Dakota Weselyan University 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 

Our Leadership Team will be looking at state and 

local ordinances as well as CDC guidelines, and 

Dakotas Conference recommendations this week to 

assess whether we can safely re-open for in-person 

worship services in January. 

Please watch for email updates and the January 

Wesley Witness newsletter for more information. 


