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Call to Worship:
We look at this world, focusing on the pain and confusion, the fears and hatred
which seem to abound. For what can we hope?
We wait breathlessly for the goodness of creation to be made manifest in all the
world, for this is the promise of God.
God is always with us, guiding, rescuing, healing, restoring us.
Get ready, dear friends, the promises of God are true.
Lord, quiet our spirits and open our hearts. Bring us hope and peace. AMEN.

Opening Song: Breathe on Me, Breath of God
1. Breathe on me, Breath of God,
Fill me with life anew,
That I may love what Thou dost love,
And do what Thou wouldst do.
2. Breathe on me, Breath of God,
Until my heart is pure,
Until with Thee I will one will,
To do and to endure.
3. Breathe on me, Breath of God,
Till I am wholly Thine,
Until this earthly part of me
Glows with Thy fire divine.

4. Breathe on me, Breath of God,
So shall I never die,
But live with Thee the perfect life
Of Thine eternity.
Morning Has Broken
Morning has broken like the first morning
Blackbird has spoken like the first bird
Praise for the singing
Praise for the morning
Praise for them springing fresh from the Word
Sweet the rain's new fall, sunlit from heaven
Like the first dew fall on the first grass
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden
Sprung in completeness where His feet pass
Mine is the sunlight
Mine is the morning
Born of the One Light Eden saw play
Praise with elation, praise every morning
God's recreation of the new day

Our God
Water You turned into wine, opened the eyes of the blind
There’s no on like You, none like You.
Into the darkness You shine, out of the ashes, we rise;
There’s no one like You, none like You.
Our God is greater, our God is stronger;
God, You are higher than any other.
Our God is healer, awesome in power,
Our God, our God.
Into the darkness You shine, out of the ashes, we rise;
There’s no one like You, none like You.

Our God is greater, our God is stronger;
God, You are higher than any other.
Our God is healer, awesome in power,
Our God, our God.
Our God is greater, our God is stronger;
God, You are higher than any other.
Our God is healer, awesome in power,
Our God, our God.
And if our God is for us then who could ever stop us,
And if our God is with us, then what could stand against?
And if our God is for us then who could ever stop us,
And if our God is with us, then what could stand against?
What could stand against?
Our God is greater, our God is stronger;
God, You are higher than any other.
Our God is healer, awesome in power,
Our God, our God.
Our God is greater, our God is stronger;
God, You are higher than any other.
Our God is healer, awesome in power,
Our God, our God.
And if our God is for us then who could ever stop us,
And if our God is with us, then what could stand against?
And if our God is for us then who could ever stop us,
And if our God is with us, then what could stand against?
What could stand against?
Our God is greater, our God is stronger;
God, You are higher than any other.
Our God is healer, awesome in power,
Our God, our God.

Our God is greater, our God is stronger;
God, You are higher than any other.
Our God is healer, awesome in power,
Our God, our God.
Prayer:
God of surprises, we come here from the weariness of the week, from various
triumphs, from fears and doubts. Open our hearts to receive your surprising
message of hope for all people, for we ask this in Jesus’ Name. AMEN.

Scripture Lesson: Romans 8:12-25 (NRSV)
So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according
to the flesh— 13 for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the
Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led
by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15 For you did not receive a spirit of
slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When
we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit
that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint
heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified
with him. 18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth
comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits
with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; 20 for the creation
was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who
subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage
to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 We
know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23 and
not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit,
groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For
in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes[e] for
what is seen? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with
patience.
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Closing Song: Living Hope
How great the chasm that lay between us.
How high the mountain I could not climb.
In desperation I turned to heaven
And spoke Your name into the night.
Then trough the darkness, Your loving kindness
Tore through the shadows of my soul.
The work is finished, the end is written.
Jesus Christ, my living hope.
Who could imagine so great a mercy?
What heart could fathom such boundless grace?
The God of ages stepped down from glory
To wear my sin and bear my shame.
The cross has spoken, “I am forgiven.”
The King of kings calls me His own.
Beautiful Savior, I’m Yours forever.
Jesus Christ, my living hope.
Hallelujah, praise the One who set me free!
Hallelujah, death has lost its grip on me!
You have broken ev’ry chain,
There’s salvation in Your name.
Jesus Christ, my living hope!
Hallelujah, praise the One who set me free!
Hallelujah, death has lost its grip on me!
You have broken ev’ry chain,
There’s salvation in Your name.
Jesus Christ, my living hope!
Then came the morning that sealed the promise,
Your buried body began to breathe.
Out of the silence, the roaring Lion
Declared the grave has no claim on me.

Jesus, Yours is the victory!
Hallelujah, praise the One who set me free!
Hallelujah, death has lost its grip on me!
You have broken ev’ry chain,
There’s salvation in Your name.
Jesus Christ, my living hope!
Hallelujah, praise the One who set me free!
Hallelujah, death has lost its grip on me!
You have broken ev’ry chain,
There’s salvation in Your name.
Jesus Christ, my living hope!
Jesus Christ, my living hope!
God, You are my living hope!
Closing Words

