
Legacy Option - Frequently Asked Questions 

What is the official recommendation from Wesley’s Leadership Team?  
           Based upon feedback from the Readiness for Ministry assessment in October 2021 and the recent 
Questionnaire in February 2022, specifically in the areas of capacity, energy, and commitments, Leadership 
recommends that Wesley’s congregation choose the Legacy option. 
 

What is the “Legacy Option”? 
           The Legacy option is the formal closing of Wesley United Methodist Church in order to leave a legacy gift 
to start a new church. This includes the sale of the building, parsonage, and the liquidation of investments 
held by Wesley UMC. Every dollar will then be used by the Dakotas Annual Conference of the United 
Methodist Church to plant a new church in Grand Forks at a later date. 

Why did the leadership team choose to recommend the legacy option to close the church? 
            Over the course of the last 4 months the leadership team has been diligently working to determine the 
path forward. The Readiness 360 survey, individual conversations, leadership meetings, all church meeting led 
by our District Superintendent (DS), Rev. Kris on Feb 2 which presented 4 options, the questionnaire results 
from the all church meeting, and DS conversations with Zion have all led the leadership to conclude that based 
on the commitments, capacity and energy shown through the information collected, the most prudent 
decision for Wesley is to choose the Legacy Option.  

We have a responsibility to the next generation. Ultimately, this is not our church but the church of 
Jesus Christ who is for us and for the next generation. It is our job to steward these resources for that cause.  
 

What does this mean for Pastor Jeff and his family? 
 Pastor Jeff is a provisional member of the Dakotas Annual Conference, whose membership lies within 
the Conference, and he will receive another appointment. Pastor Jeff and his family will be taken care of by 
the Dakotas Conference regardless of the outcome of the vote. 
 

Why not merge with Zion? 
          Based on the results of the questionnaire we asked our DS, Rev. Kris to make formal inquiries with Zion 
regarding a vital merger. The DS met with Zion’s Leadership Team and then also held a congregational 
informational meeting to gauge interest. At Zion’s congregational meeting a poll of those in person and joining 
online was conducted. Of the 17 people that returned the poll, only 4 were in favor of exploring a vital merger. 
Thus, at Zion, there is not sufficient support to explore a vital merger.  Everyone at Zion is ready to welcome 
those who would like to make Zion their home church.  
 

What if the congregation votes “no” on Leadership’s recommendation at the Church Charge 
Conference Scheduled on March 27? 
 Wesley’s Leadership will then meet with our DS, Rev. Kris Mutzenberger about the very limited options 
that remain, namely relocate and relaunch. Note: As stated at our Charge Conference there is currently a 
shortage of clergy within the Dakotas Annual Conference. There is no guarantee that another clergy will be 
appointed full-time. 

What if I still have questions? 

Please feel free to contact the office via e-mail (gfwesley@midconetwork.com) or phone. You can also 
reach out to members of Leadership, whose e-mail can be found on our website too. For more information on 
the Readiness for Ministry and Questionnaire results go to our website www.gfwesley.org and select the 
“Wesley Updates” tab. Also, please join us March 20th or March 23rd in-person or online for more. 
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What is the official motion we are voting on at our Church Charge Conference scheduled for 
Sunday, March 27, 2022, immediately following worship in the sanctuary? 

 

Official Motion by Wesley Leadership: 

MOTION FOR DISCONTINUANCE OF Wesley United Methodist Church, Grand Forks, ND 

WHEREAS, the Wesley United Methodist Church, Grand Forks, ND, has had a long and proud history; and 

WHEREAS, the leadership of the Wesley United Methodist Church recommends discontinuance,  

WHEREAS, the District Superintendent and Cabinet consents to and agrees with the decision to discontinue, 

WHEREAS, all requirements for discontinuance under the Book Of Discipline have been fulfilled,  

IT IS HEREBY MOVED THAT: 

(1) Wesley UMC be closed and discontinued effective the 5th day of June, 2022; the final worship celebration 

will be held on this same date; 

(2) All Assets of Wesley UMC be transferred to the Dakotas Annual Conference, United Methodist Church; to 

be designated for a legacy gift launching a new UMC in Grand Forks at a later date; 

(3) The Directors and Officers of the corporation (Wesley UMC), the Trustees and all others are authorized and 

directed to take any and all actions necessary to transfer all assets as directed in this motion, and to carry out 

all procedures described in The Book of Discipline, including but not limited to the transfer of members to 

other congregations, and to accomplish all of the intent of this motion. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


