
 

 

                 December 24, 2021 

Worship Attendance:  
       

 

Our purpose is to make new  

disciples of Jesus Christ for 

the transformation of the  

world. 

 

 

Wesley 

United       

Methodist  

Church 

1600 4th Ave N 
Grand Forks, ND 58203 
701.772.1869 
www.gfwesley.org 
Email: 
gfwesley@midconetwork.com 

 

Stay connected and in the know!  

We invite you to sign up for email up-
dates and texting updates,  

like us on Facebook,  
and bookmark our website: gfwesley.org   

Contact the church office  
for more details. 

Would you like to receive Wesley 
updates by text message including 
closings, cancellations or other an-
nouncements concerning the life of 

the church?  

It’s easy to join our text group   

On your cell phone, text  
@txtwesley to 81010 

We’re glad you 
are here! 

November 21: 41 + 17 Online = 58 December 5: Worship canceled  

Thanksgiving Eve Worship 
November 23: 43 

December 12: 31 + 15 Online = 46 

November 28: 37 + 17 Online = 54 December 19: 43 + 16 Online = 59 

We welcome you into a time of worship  

and celebration of God’s work. 



 

 

 
HYMN-                   O Come, All Ye Faithful         UM Hymnal #234 
 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE OF HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE                      
 

OPENING PRAYER 

 God of Surprising Love and Hope, we come this evening to the  manger, 
 gazing lovingly on the Child born to bring hope to the world. Open our 
 hearts tonight as we hear the story anew. Help us to be guided by  
 the Light of Jesus Christ, that we may truly feel the power of your 
 love and bring that love, with joy, to all we meet. In Jesus’ Name, we 
 pray. AMEN. 
 

The Prophecy of the Messiah       Isaiah 9:2, 6-7, & John 1:1-2, 4-5 
 

Hymn                O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (1-4)    UM Hymnal #211 
 

The Coming of Jesus Is Announced to Mary and Joseph  
            Luke 1:26-38, Matthew 1:18-25 
 

Special Music                  Advent Hymn                 Laurie Guy 
             by Christy Nockels 
 

The Preparations for the Birth of Jesus- 
 

Hymn  O Little Town of Bethlehem     UM Hymnal #230 
 

Jesus is Born-        Luke 2:6-7 
 

Hymn           Away in a Manager     UM Hymnal #217 
 

  The Lighting of the Christ Candle 
 

Jesus’ Birth is Announced to the Shepherds- 
 

Hymn                       It Came Upon a Midnight Clear              UM Hymnal #218 
 

The Shepherds Find the Baby Jesus-              Luke 2:15-20 
 

Message  The Manger      Rev.  Jeff Lathrop  
 

The Wise Men Bring Their Gift to Jesus-        Matthew 2:1-11 
 

Hymn            The First Noel (1-4)     UM Hymnal #245 
 

We Offer Our Gifts to God-   
God calls us to respond with a spirit of generosity, a portion of that with which 

we have been blessed. Let us offer our gifts and tithes. *All gifts will go to UND 

Food Pantry to help students with food insecurities.  

Offering Response- I Wonder As I Wander                  Laurie Guy 

           by John Jacob Niles 
 

Passing of the Light- 

Hymn-                             Silent Night      UM Hymnal #239 

  *Lift candle high on last verse 

  * Blow out candle 

Announcements- 
  

Postlude           Joy to the World                               Laurie Guy 

     by I.  Watts & G.F. Handel 
 

   

  We would like to thank you for joining us.  

From our family to yours....Merry Christmas! 

        Let’s Connect...  

Let’s get to 
know each 

other better!   
 

Please use  

this card to 
connect  

with us.   

 
Stop in or  

Contact  
the office  

anytime! 
 
Office Hours:  
M-Th from 9-1pm 
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Place Completed “Connect Card” in the  Offering 

Plate OR Drop Off in the Church Office.     
 

 

  Date: ____________________ 
 

Name: ____________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________ 

City: ________________  State ______ ZIP________ 

Phone: __________________________ Text?  Y / N 

E-mail_____________________________________ 

Children at Home   ___ Yes      ___ No       ___ # of Kids 

Mark all that apply: 
___ First Time Guest         ___Returning Guest          

___ New to the Area 

___ I am interested in membership Information 

___ I am interested in information about baptism  

         for myself or my children.  

___ I desire a call from the Pastor 

___ I am reporting a change of information 

___ I would like to receive emails regarding  

         church events & happenings.  
 

Comments/Questions/Prayer Requests 

All Comments & Prayer requests are kept confidential.  

Write your name on the card or leave anonymous. 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________  

                         

  Be a Wesley Prayer Partner!   

                    We invite you to pick up a list from the  

                              information table in the lobby of people who                    

                             have requested prayer & encourage you to 

pray                       for these people throughout your week.   

Prayer  
Partner 

 

Can I be involved? Absolutely!  We want everyone to 

be involved in the life of the church, classes, events, ministries.  

Yes, we would love to have you become a member of Wesley, 

however you do not need to officially join the church in order 

to participate. 

 

Thanks to all who have helped with today’s worship service! 
 

Pastor:  Jeff Lathrop   Ushers: Duane & Aileen Sandwick 
Soundboard:  Rick Asche      The John Martin Family 
Organist/Pianist: Laurie Guy     
 

 

First-time Visitors — Welcome! We’re glad you’re here! 

If you are a first-time visitor to Wesley, please know that as our guest you are not 
expected to give an offering.  This is something that we ask of our members as 
part of their commitment to Wesley UMC’s mission and ministry. 

Please stop by the Welcome Table or ask one of the ushers for a gift as our way 
of saying thank you for worshipping with us. 
 

 

No Small Group on Sunday, December 26th and we will resume 
on January 2, 2022. 

We need $5000 a week to make our goal

Friday, December 24, 2021 — 5:00 pm 
 

PRELUDE         Sing We Now of Christmas                            Laurie Guy 
      French traditional 
 

WELCOME AND GREETING 
(Children’s activity bags are located at the sanctuary entrance)                 
 
 *CALL TO WORSHIP  

 Leader: From the darkness of Creation, God brought forth Light! 
 People: That Light flooded over the waters of creation, sparkling, and 
 dancing! 
 L: From the fear and alienation, God sent forth a leading Pillar of 
 Light! 
 P: That Light directed people who were on the path of freedom. 
 L: From the cries of the people, God offered the lights of Hope. 
 P: Those lights beckoned people to God’s presence. 
 L: From the yearning of the spirit, God’s light was born again in a 
 child. 
 P: That Light shall never be diminished. 
 All: Praise God for the warm light of God’s Incarnate Love. AMEN. 

Thank you to all who ordered poinsettias to add to the 
beauty of the sanctuary for the Christmas season.  You 
may take your plant (s) home after the Christmas Eve 
service.   


