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PRELUDE 

WELCOME  

 CALL TO WORSHIP: 

Leader: Herod's treachery could not stop hope! 

People: God's light, whose sign was a star, was poured out for the people. 

L: All the fears of this world cannot diminish God's light. 

P: That light is the life of Jesus Christ, who breaks through the darkness. 

L: Thanks be to God, for the most precious gift of Light. 

P: Let us live as people of new Light and Hope. AMEN. 
 

OPENING SONG: We Three Kings  UM Hymnal #254 
Verse 1 
We three kings of Orient are 
Bearing gifts we traverse afar 
Field and fountain moor and mountain 
Following yonder star 
Chorus: 
O star of wonder star of night 
Star with royal beauty bright 
Westward leading still proceeding 
Guide us to Thy perfect light 
 

Verse 2 
Born a King on Bethlehem's plain 
Gold I bring to crown Him again 
King forever ceasing never 
Over us all to reign 
Chorus: 
O star of wonder star of night 
Star with royal beauty bright 



Westward leading still proceeding 
Guide us to Thy perfect light 
 

Verse 3 
Frankincense to offer have I 
Incense owns a Deity nigh 
Prayer and praising voices raising 
Worshiping God on high 
Chorus: 
O star of wonder star of night 
Star with royal beauty bright 
Westward leading still proceeding 
Guide us to Thy perfect light 
 

Verse 4 
Myrrh is mine its bitter perfume 
Breathes a life of gathering gloom 
Sorrowing sighing bleeding dying 
Sealed in the stone cold tomb 
Chorus: 
O star of wonder star of night 
Star with royal beauty bright 
Westward leading still proceeding 
Guide us to Thy perfect light 
 

Verse 5 
Glorious now behold Him arise 
King and God and sacrifice 
Alleluia alleluia 
Sounds through the earth and skies 
Chorus: 
O star of wonder star of night 
Star with royal beauty bright 
Westward leading still proceeding 
Guide us to Thy perfect light 
 

SONG: The First Noel  UM Hymnal #245 
Verse 1 
The first Noel the angel did say 
Was to certain poor shepherds  
in fields as they lay 
In fields where they 
 lay keeping their sheep 
On a cold winter's night 
 that was so deep 
Chorus: 
Noel Noel Noel Noel 
Born is the King of Israel 



Verse 2 
They looked up and saw a star 
Shining in the east 
 beyond them far 
And to the earth 
 it gave great light 
And so it continued  
both day and night 
Chorus: 
Noel Noel Noel Noel 
Born is the King of Israel 
 

Verse 3 
And by the light  
of that same star 
Three wise men came 
 from country far 
To seek for a king 
 was their intent 
And to follow the star  
wherever it went 
Chorus: 
Noel Noel Noel Noel 
Born is the King of Israel 
 

Verse 4 
This star drew nigh 
 to the northwest 
O'er Bethlehem 
 it took its rest 
And there it did 
 both stop and stay 
Right over the place 
 where Jesus lay 
Chorus: 
Noel Noel Noel Noel 
Born is the King of Israel 
 

Verse 5 
Then entered in those wise men three 
Full rev'rently upon the knee 
And offered there in His presence 
Their gold and myrrh and frankincense 
Chorus: 
Noel Noel Noel Noel 
Born is the King of Israel 
 
SONG: What Child is This  UM Hymnal #219 



Verse 1 
What Child is this who laid to rest 
On Mary's lap is sleeping 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
While shepherds watch are keeping 
Chorus: 
This this is Christ the King 
Whom shepherds seek and angels sing 
Haste haste to bring Him praise 
The babe the Son of Mary 
 

Verse 2 
Why lies He in such mean estate 
Where ox and ass are feeding 
Good Christians fear for sinners here  
The silent Word is pleading 
Chorus: 
This this is Christ the King 
Whom shepherds seek and angels sing 
Haste haste to bring Him praise 
The babe the Son of Mary 
 

Verse 3 
So bring Him incense gold and myrrh 
Come peasant, king, to own him 
The King of kings salvation brings 
Let loving hearts enthrone Him 
Chorus: 
This this is Christ the King 
Whom shepherds seek and angels sing 
Haste haste to bring Him praise 
The babe the Son of Mary 
 

PRAYER OF APPROACH  
God of Promise, and mysterious Light, be with us this day as we journey in our faith; to meet 
your Gift. Give us courage and hope along our way, as your light will continue to glow brightly 
in our path, leading us to service and discipleship in Jesus’ Name. AMEN.  
PRAYER CHORUS: Let There be Peace on Earth UM Hymnal #431 
Verse 1 
Let there be peace on earth 
And let it begin with me 
Let there be peace on earth 
The peace that was meant to be 
With God our Creator 
Children all are we 
Let us walk with each other 
In perfect harmony 
Verse 2 



Let peace begin with me 
Let this be the moment now 
With ev'ry step I take 
Let this be my solemn vow 
To take each moment 
And live each moment 
In peace eternally 
Let there be peace on earth 
And let it begin with me 
 

PRAYER OF OUR HEARTS 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE PROCLAMATION: Matthew 2:1-2, 8-11 (NRSV) 

2 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the 

East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For 

we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 
8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you 

have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.”  
9 When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they 

had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was.  
10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.  
11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and 

paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh. 
 

Leader: May God add a blessing to our reading today. 

   People: Amen. 
 

MESSAGE: Preparing the Way: Troubled   Rev. Jeff Lathrop 

Sermon Notes: 
1. The Magi’s knowledge of the stars and the divine meant they understood the 

significance of what was happening. 
2. King Herod was quite the paranoid leader. 
3. King Herod’s secrecy provides insight into his level of insincerity. 
4. The gifts of the Magi affirm Jesus’ kingly and divine roles. 

 

COMMUNION 
 

CLOSING SONG: Come, thou Long Expected Jesus   Um Hymnal #196 
Verse 1 
Come Thou long expected Jesus 



Born to set Thy people free 
From our fears and sins release us 
Let us find our rest in Thee 
Israel's strength and consolation 
Hope of all the earth Thou art 
Dear desire of every nation 
Joy of every longing heart 
 

Verse 2 
Born Thy people to deliver 
Born a child and yet a King 
Born to reign in us forever 
Now Thy gracious Kingdom bring 
By Thine own eternal Spirit 
Rule in all our hearts alone 
By Thine all sufficient merit 
Raise us to Thy glorious throne 
 

BENEDICTION/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CCLI License #906361 

 Thanks to those helping with the service this morning:  

Organist/pianist: Marge Myrold, Laurie Guy; Sound Board: Ryan Zerr; Slides: Mark Guy 

Thank you for joining us for worship!  
We hope that this service has been a blessing to you.  

To support the ministry of Wesley United Methodist Church please check out our 
website: www.gfwesley.org/give 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook and to sign up for mobile updates by texting:  

@txtwesley to: 81010 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


