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Phone: 701-772-1869                    Fax: 701-772-1940 
E-mail: gfwesley@midconetwork.com 
Check out the Newsletter online at: 
www.gfwesley.org 
 
Worship Schedule:  See Calendar for worship times 
Office hours: Mon.—Thurs. 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 

Church Staff: 
Pastor: ………………………………….……...……..Jeff Lathrop 
Choir Director/Organist:..……………..Marjorie Myrold 
Office Manager: …………………….....Rachelle Bontrager 
Cleaning Services: ..……………………..……ServiceMaster 
The Wesley Witness 
A publication of Wesley United Methodist Church.  Published 12 
times each year to keep members and friends informed of 
programs of the church and to report news about the Wesley 
church family.  
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GRAND FORKS, ND 58203 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

AFFIX LABEL HERE 

Wesley UMC Worship Update 

We have resumed in person worship! Please join us at 
10:30 am as you feel comfortable.  We are still requiring 
those attending to wear masks and we are following the 

guidelines to the right. 

Look for more information on Facebook or our website. 

You can also still join us on our website, 
www.gfwesley.org/livestream or on   

Facebook Live Stream 

Sunday mornings at 10:30am! 

   

Volume 3, Issue 4 April 2021 

 

Our purpose is to make new 

disciples of Jesus Christ  

 for the transformation of the 

world. 

Wesley Witness Newsletter 

 

 

“I am creating something new. There 

it is! Do you see it? I have put roads 

in deserts, streams in thirsty lands.” 
-Isaiah 43:19 (CEV) 

 

Back in January of 2020, we began 
the New Year with our “2020 Break-

through Prayer” initiative. The hope was for the whole con-
gregation to pray together each day to invite God to help us. 
The prayer was included in the newsletter and was printed on 
business cards to take and share with others. The prayer was 
simple: “Gracious God, Help us to want what you want…open 
doors and empower us to go to new fields and new people 
with the Gospel. Help us to live missionally…” None of us 
knew that a pandemic would change things in mid-March.  
Yet even in the midst of it all the change, the challenge was 
the same: keep praying. God answered. And it wasn’t any-
thing that was on our radar, not even Leadership Council an-
ticipated it. Then it happened…a non-profit requested a tour 
of our building. Now, why would someone be interested in 
our property when it wasn’t listed? It would be months be-
fore Leadership fully realized that this was God doing a new 
thing. This was God’s plan, God’s answer to our prayers in a 
way we had not anticipated. As Leadership continued to re-
view our financial situation, it became apparent that while the 
pandemic didn’t do us any favors financially, the trends were 
undeniable with regard to our attendance and giving.  
Which is why 8 months ago we began sharing the information 
about potentially selling our building and property with the 
rest of the congregation in the hopes of being both transpar-
ent, but intentional. It was time to invite the congregation 
into the conversation about our future, acknowledging that 
the data spoke for itself and that God has answered our 
“Breakthrough Prayer.” It is up to all of us to enter into this 
process with open hearts and open minds. 

 

 
 
Following worship on April 25, there will be a specially-called  
Charge Conference to vote on the recommendation (shown on 
Page 2) from Wesley’s Leadership Council. Our District Superin-
tendent, Rev. Kris Mutzenberger will preside and lead us in a 
time of prayer, and lay out the rules for our vote. Everyone has 
a voice, but only church members have a vote. There will not 
be a mail-in option for your vote, you must attend in-person or 
online via Zoom. Zoom will be a secured and closed group, and 
members will have to contact the office to receive the link. For 
those who are unable to join us in-person and need a ride, 
please contact us as we have drivers who are willing to 
transport you. If you are using Zoom, but are unfamiliar with 
using the technology, be sure to contact a family member who 
can help you with online access to Zoom. Again, please contact 
the Church Office if you are in need of a ride, and reach out to 
someone you know who can help you with online access to 
Zoom if you’re unfamiliar with it, lack a device, or internet. We 
want to ensure that those who are eligible to vote, vote. Some 
may need to plan in advance.  
My hope is that you have taken the time to review the infor-
mation that has been presented over the last 8 months. I en-
courage you to visit our website and print off the handout in-
formation if needed, or review the videos on this topic on Face-
book. If you have any questions, please be sure to reach out to 
your members of Leadership Council. A list of your Leadership 
Council members can be found both online and in the news-
letter.  
Below is the motion to be voted on at our Charge Conference: 
 The Leadership Council of Wesley United Methodist 
Church seeks authorization to negotiate the terms of sale for 
the building and land for the purpose of revitalizing the 
church. 
Thank you all in advance for your time, support, and prayer, 
especially for your Leadership Council members. I encourage 
you to mark your calendars and continue to be in prayer in the 
coming weeks and days ahead as we approach April 25th. I 
hope to see you there!  

 

Grace and Peace, 

Jeff Lathrop“ 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

Prayers of Comfort: 
For the family of Jean Beach, who passed away Saturday, March 27. 
 

Prayers of Health & Healing: 
For everyone affected by the COVID-19 pandemic—those who are sick, have a friend or family member who is 
sick; for front-line workers, medical staff and leaders, and government leaders, and those who have lost loved 
ones 
For Marilyn and Janet Christianson have an updated prayer request for their relative, Marilynn Krekelberg.  She has had 
some major complications since completing her radiation treatment including several hospitalizations for dehydration 
and a minor stroke.  She is currently in transitional care while her family is looking for a more permanent assisted living 
facility for her.  We would like continued prayers for her and her family as they deal with these issues 
For students, teachers, staff and school administrators on all levels  
For Kellie Burgess’ brother, Derrin Foster and his wife, Kathie, who has an inoperable cancerous brain tumor that is ter-
minal. She has a couple of months left to live. 
For Duane Sandwick’s son, Roman, who had by-pass heart surgery and is now also on dialysis 
For Rev. Howie Baird, former Wesley pastor, still recovering from a bone marrow transplant 
For Jordyn Lathrop, pastor Jeff’s daughter 
For Marilynn Krekelberg, a relative of Marilyn Christianson, who is undergoing radiation treatments for cancer 
 

For those in Care or Assisted Living Facilities: 
At Valley 4000: Kyle Whitcomb’s mother Bev 
At Valley 4000 Hearthstone: Vivianne Dahlen  
At Valley Senior Living: Joan Bristol 
At Good Samaritan, East Grand Forks: Velma Fruetel 
At Luther Memorial Home, Mayville: Daryell Ferguson 
 

For those in their own homes: 
Marlo Gade, Iris Root, & others. 

 
If there are people, joys, or concerns that you would like to have included in this monthly prayer list, please email  

details to the church office at gfwesley@midconetwork.com.  
Please obtain permission to share if you requesting prayers for others. 

 

4/6—Ryan & Jessica Zerr 
4/11 Gary & Karen Ford  

4/13—James & Linda Juntunen 
4/14—Pastor Jeff & Holly Lathrop 

4/17—Keith & Jane Brown  
4/20—Bill & DeAnn Kerzman 
 4/25—Ron & Geraldine Elliott 

4/26—Dwight & Jean Westman 
 

 

 

Contacting Pastor Jeff 

 e-mail: jeff.lathrop@midconetwork.com 

cell phone: 605-682-9447 

Office hours:  9:00 - 12:00  

1:15 - 2:45 

Monday – Thursday 

4/1—Khloe Olson  
4/2—April Baumer, Austin Young 

4/4—Keith Brown 
4/7—Andrew Galegher 

4/8—Scott Taylor 
4/9—Gail O’Connell 

4/10—Irene Wagner, Erik Burgess 
4/11- Heidi Spicer 
4/13—Ali Church 

4/14—Aleece Mero 
4/15—Skyler Gilberts 
4/17—Harold Evans 

4/20—Amy Huss 
4/21—Ron Willey, JoAnn Ness  

4/22—Jackson Polries  
4/24—Peg Kindem, Matthew Taillon 

4/25—Tom Tollefson, Susan Guseman,  
Tammy Harlow, Amber Nelson, Jayna Polries 

4/26—Scott Holm 
4/27—Ricky Farroh, Jordyn Lathrop 

4/28—Sterling Reed 
4/29—Caleb Machart, Jeshil Rasaily 

 7 

PAGE 7 
    WESLEY WITNESS NEWSLETTER                                                                                                               VOLUME 3,  I SSUE 4  

           
          2020          2021 

Prepaid                           $20.00 
Pledges                
January  $16,932,10 $14,255.00              

February  $14,539.08 $29,617,72             

March   $18,777.50 $13,131.00                

April   $15,877.00                   

May  $11,001.00                    

June   $14,049.00                  

July  $13,161.00           

August  $14,741.30           

September $12,897.00         

October   $11,273.00           

November  $22,407.07         

December  $28,018.00          

_________________________________________   

   Total                $193,570.05           $57,003.72 

 

Your 2021 Wesley UMC  

 Servant Leadership Team  
 

Jeff Lathrop……….Pastor 

Mark Guy ………....Chair 

John Martin ...….…Trustees 

Aileen Sandwick… Trustees 

Rick Asche………  Staff-Parish Relations 

Berniece Holm……..Program Ministry 

Beth Valentine……..At-Large Member 

Brad Reissig ……....At-Large Member 

Ryan Zerr ………….At-Large Member 

Open ………..……..Program Ministry 

Open ………..……..Program Ministry 

Open……….. …. ....Treasurer 

 

If you are interested or feel called to participate in leadership at Wes-
ley, please talk to Pastor Jeff or any of the people listed on the Serv-

ant Leadership Team.  
As you can see, there are openings.  We can provide you with our 

Wesley UMC Leadership Handbook and job  
descriptions for you to review.  

Please join us!   

 

mailto:jeff.lathrop@midconetwork.com
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f. Dates for pre-charge conference meetings/presentations and the charge confer-
ence meeting were discussed.  

i. Beth motioned that we hold the charge conference meeting on April 11
th
 

after the service. Brad seconded. The motion passed unanimously.  
ii. Beth motioned to have pre-conference meetings/presentations on March 

16
th
 at noon, March 17

th
 at 5:30 pm, and March 18

th
 at 7pm. Lunch, dinner, 

and refreshments will be provided, respectively. The leadership council 
meeting will then be moved to March 24

th
. Rick seconded. The motion 

passed unanimously. 
III. Approval of Meeting Minutes 

a. Correction: Rick Asche should have been listed as absent. 
b. Brad motioned to approve the minutes. John seconded. Motion passed unani-

mously. 
IV. Reports 

a. Trustees:  
i. Request for volunteers with yard beautification 
ii. Brought up scheduling a spring clean-up day 
iii. John Holm has said that he will do the lawn mowing again this year. 
iv. Will need to schedule a walkthrough of the parsonage.   

b. SPRC:  
i. Rachelle Bontrager will rejoin the staff and take over both office manager 

and financial secretary/booking position. Official start date is March 1. Ju-
dy’s last day as office manager is March 12. Rachelle is currently doing 
training with Judy.  

c. Budget:  
i. Budget report was distributed.  
ii. As of today, we are looking good due to a large donation.  
iii. We have been approved for the second round of PPE funding.  

V. Final Thoughts 
a. Love Feast at Zion: Zion asked if we would be willing to host the Love Feast at 

Zion on April 27. We would need about 10 volunteers and provide food for about 
200 people.  

VI. Adjournment 
a. Next meeting is March 24

h
 at 7 pm. Please read Ch. 4 of Quietly Courageous 

b. Pastor Jeff dismissed the meeting with prayer.  
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We continue to email the children’s  
bulletins out each week. If you are not 
getting them for your family and would 
like to, please send an email or call the 

church office.   
They include Bible stories and fun  

activities for kids age 3 and up.  
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    Celebrating 150 Years in  
Mission! 

 

Please help us help others by  
saving and donating following items:   

• Pop tabs for Ronald McDonald House (basket in the 
kitchenette) 

• Everyday Essentials UPC labels (box in the kitchenette) 

• Box Tops for Education (download the app on your 
phone or tablet)                                 

• Toiletries for Shelter House (basket in the Fellowship 
Room) 

• Empty ink cartridges (box by the church office) 
 

Keep collecting items to bring to the church when you can! Or 
you can drop them off during office hours.   

Thank you! 

  

The purpose of the United Methodist Women: 
The organized unit of the United Methodist Women shall be 
a community of women whose purpose is to know God and 

to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus 
Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to 

expand concepts of mission through participation in the 
global ministries of the church. 

Quilting 
 

Join the Quilters on Wednesdays at  
1:30 pm in Room 303.  
This is the 18th year of Wesley  
Quilters! 
If anyone is interested in purchasing a quilt, you 
can check them out on Wednesdays from 1 to 4 
PM in the Quilting Room, #303.  
They recently donated 10 quilts to Salvation Army. 
Everyone is welcome to help.  
They have masks available if you don’t have one 
to wear while you’re there. 

For more information about National United Methodist 
Women organization, go to  

unitedmethodistwomen.org. 

Wesley United Methodist Women 2021 
Officers  

President: Pat Henry 

Vice– president: Open 

Secretary/Treasurer: Linda Juntunen 

Spiritual Growth Coordinator: Gail Bass 

Social Action Coordinator: Janet Christianson 

Education & Interpretation Coordinator:  Open 

Membership Nurture & Outreach Coordinator: Open 

Program Resources Coordinator: Berniece Holm 

Communications Coordinator: Aileen Sandwick 

If you have any questions about UMW,  
please contact any one of these officers.  

 
 

The next UMW Executive Board meeting will be  
Wednesday, April 7 at 4:30 pm in the Fellowship Room  

(social distanced and with masks). 
 

Meeting in circle groups has been difficult for all of us. We try to 
keep the work of United Methodist Women current and need your 
help. Please consider submitting a 2021 pledge to UMW.  Pledges 
may be submitted to Wesley UMW Treasurer, Linda Juntunen, by 

email at ljgracelake@gmail.com or by mail to:  
Linda Juntunen, 5010 Chestnut, GF 58201.  

Please feel free to call Linda with any questions  
at 218-230-9626. 

 

Blessings Box  
Mini-Pantry 

Thank you so much to those who 
have been adding items to the Wes-

ley Blessings Box mini pantry!  

Your help is appreciated!  

Please feel free to drop off items for the Blessings Box 
at the church office during office hours or on Sunday 

mornings. Or you can add non-perishable items to the 
Box anytime as you wish.  Some suggestions – soup, 
cereal, boxed meals such as hamburger helper, rice, 
mac & cheese, etc., personal items such as socks, 

packaged toothbrushes, soap, shampoo, tissues, etc.  

In these colder months, please do not leave things  

that may freeze. 

 

Wesley UMC has been asked to host the monthly Love Feast at Zion UMC on  
Tuesday, April 27. They have been serving this meal as a drive-through event for the 
community during the pandemic. We NEED 10-12 more volunteers from Wesley to help  
prepare and serve about 200 meals using Zion’s kitchen.   
If you can help, please contact the Wesley church office so that we know we will have 
enough volunteers. Thank you! 
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Wesley UMC Leadership Team Meeting Minutes, February 24, 2021  
 

Present: Pastor Jeff Lathrop, Mark Guy (chair), Rick Asche, Judy Christy, Berniece 
Holm, John Martin, Aileen Sandwick 

Present by Zoom: Brad Reissig, Beth Valentine 

Absent: Ryan Zerr 

Visiting for part of meeting: Rev. Kris Mutzenberger 
 
I. Welcome 

a. Jeff introduced Rev. Kris Mutzenberger, the Northeast District Superintendent for 
the Dakotas Conference, and the leadership council members introduced them-
selves 

b. Pastor Jeff opened the meeting with prayer 
II. Wesley Trends Follow-up 

a. Rev. Kris Mutzenberg discussed the charge conference meeting for the upcom-
ing church vote. The goal is to have a positive experience.  

b. Suggestions were made regarding the Wesley Fact Sheet and FAQ that will be 
available at the presentations.  

i. The council discussed the importance of emphasizing a consistent reason 
why we are making the proposal and what will come next should the vote 
pass. 

ii. Rev. Mutzenberger went over the logistical aspects of joining Zion (e.g. all 
proceeds of the sale of the church would revert to the conference) as well 
as noting that reducing the Methodist presence in Grand Forks by combin-
ing two small congregations probably would not lead to growth. Pastor Jeff 
then provided some references to support this conclusion. 

iii. Rev. Mutzenberger discussed support options from the conference should 
the church choose to move and rebrand. She also discussed examples of 
churches in the Dakotas that have successfully done a relaunch/rebrand 
and/or move.  

iv. Rev. Mutzenberger reminded the council of the technical requirements of 
the charge conference (e.g only present members can vote; members pre-
sent by zoom can vote; no additional business can be raised at the confer-
ence; etc.) 

c. John suggested that, should the vote pass, we could rename the church “John 
Wesley United Methodist Church.” John (jokingly I suspect) requested that this 
suggestion be included in the notes.  

d. Rev. Mutzenberger left the meeting following the discussion regarding the charge 
conference meeting. 

e. A confidential discussion regarding a potential expression of interest in the build-
ing was had. 

 
 


