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AGENDA – CHARGE CONFERENCE 2019 NORTHEAST DISTRICT 

Sunday, November 8, 2020 at 10:30am via Zoom 

for Wesley United Methodist Church 

 

Gathering 

Opening prayer/Devotion – Rev. Kris Mutzenberger, Northeast District Superintendent 

Business of the charge: 

Candidates for Ministry (new or renewal) 

Lay Servant Ministers or Certified Lay Ministers (new or renewal) 

Pastor’s compensation for 2021 

Membership Report 

Nominations – Elections of these leaders (at minimum) 

 Chairperson of Church Council or Equivalent (Servant Leadership Team) 

 Committee on Nominations & Leadership Development 

 Chair & Members of the Finance Committee 

Chair & Members of the Trustees 

Chair & Members of the Staff-Parish Relations Committee 

Church Treasurer & Financial Secretary, if they are not paid employees 

Lay Members of Annual Conference 

Lay Leaders 

Any other specific business the church needs to conduct 
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2020 Charge Conference Pastor’s Report 

“Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud or rude. It does not demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no 

record of being wronged. It does not rejoice about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out. Love never gives up, never loses faith, 

is always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance.” -1st Corinthians 13:4-7 

 

Friends,  

I give thanks for the privilege and joy of serving as your pastor, serving alongside dedicated 

staff, leaders, and the many generous and committed servants that make up our family at 

Wesley United Methodist Church. This past year has not been without challenges and glitches, 

but we have risen to meet them as best we can. My hope is that you have noticed some of the 

adjustments to improve our outreach and connection to others and ask for your continued 

patience and understanding as we build and adapt to the changes we face.  

I would like to mention some of those improvements and the impacts that they have had 

concerning our ministries here at Wesley. An upgrade was made to our internet and Wi-Fi 

capabilities in the sanctuary to ensure that youth group and young adults could meet in our 

large sanctuary during the pandemic. They are able to utilize their mobile phones and other 

internet devices during those weekly and monthly gatherings. This has also helped us provide 

ways for members and non-members to connect and worship weekly online via our Facebook 

page and our own website. In addition, Leadership has also utilized this extra bandwidth to 

expand our use of Zoom as a resource to connect with each other for meetings, and for church-

wide workshops and meetings (two of which happened in the middle of September). While the 

pandemic hasn’t done us any favors it has offered us opportunities to make some changes in 



4 
 

order to remain connected in an ever growing virtual world. All of this has been done with the 

hope of remaining connected and expanding our reach for a post-covid world. 

Even with these improvements my hope is that you will continue to grow and faithfully serve as 

you have been called-even in the midst of a pandemic. I encourage you to pray often, read your 

Bible, and look for ways in which you can help others both inside and outside of the church. 

One of those ways this month is through the participation of the Shoe Box Christmas program 

for children who are less fortunate this year. If you are interested please pick up a box or two 

and return it to the church office by November 15th, 2020.  

I would also encourage you to prayerfully consider how you will support Wesley United 

Methodist Church in 2021. While we have all been adapting to a pandemic and have dealt with 

a myriad of adjustments in our lives, we must be remain committed to this journey together. In 

the coming weeks you will receive a letter asking you to respond to God’s leading through our 

annual Stewardship Campaign. As has been noted, we have faced a shortfall of $40,000 and 

your Leadership would like to know how to plan accordingly for 2021.   

I know that God has called us to grow in our capacity to love others, to grow in our faith, and to 

faithfully serve and seek the transformation and healing of our church, our community and our 

world…together. In looking forward to 2021 I am hopeful concerning the life of the church and 

encourage you to prayerfully consider how you might support and serve the Kingdom of God in 

and through Wesley United Methodist Church.  

As always, thank you for your love and support of Wesley Church. Be sure to be on the lookout 

for more information concerning more updates and workshops about Wesley and the input 

that your Leadership has received. I look forward to serving with you as co-conspirators in 

Christ for the transformation and healing of the world!  

In Christ, 

 

Rev. Jeff Lathrop 
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WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
2021 MISSIONAL BUDGET 

 “Making Disciples and Transforming Lives” 
 

Wesley United Methodist Church’s Leadership Council has proposed a bold plan of ministry in 2021, as 
we all continue in our mission of making disciples of Jesus and transforming lives. We celebrate this past 
year and the opportunities we have had to adapt but realize that it wasn’t without its hardship. As we 
look ahead, we recommit to doing even more for both those within the church and outside of it. We 
invite you to join us as we take this journey as God’s people in the Grand Forks area! 
 

Our Plan of Ministry 
A. To provide adaptive, yet transformative and meaningful worship each week. 
In the midst of the pandemic, the need for an online presence in our community became all the more important-
especially to connect our members. One of the areas of improvement was with regard to our online worship 
services. We have made some upgrades to our equipment and have plans to upgrade our static camera for a more 
versatile model that will enable to us to target areas of our sanctuary with better clarity.  
We have also upgraded our internet Wi-Fi capabilities with a new router able to handle the bandwidth for our 
online streaming needs. In addition, we are now capable of handling multiple devices connected to our network. 
This has been especially helpful for youth group-when youth have had to utilize their devices for online games and 
studies. The hope post-pandemic would be to invite UND students to come for free pizza, sodas, or coffee during 
finals week and use not just our space, but our Wi-Fi too.  We are also currently looking to add more members to 
our media team for the upcoming year. This will help us provide adaptive, transformative, and meaningful worship 
experiences to all who worship with us whether virtually or in-person. For 2021 we want to increase our 
attendance and overall online engagement.  

Budget Total - $210,400 
(% of pastor’s salary, parsonage utilities, pastor’s expenses, % of pastor’s insurance and retirement, office manager, music director, 
continuing education, service master, music supplies, custodial supplies, telephone/internet, copier, insurance maintenance, church 
utilities…) 

 
B. To nurture the faith development of members and non-members. 
Our Sunday School hour is from 9:30am-10:25am and classes are held via Zoom. We also occasionally offer studies 
and discussions via Zoom at 7pm. For young adults we meet monthly on Sunday evenings. Each Sunday at 5:30pm 
is youth group for our middle school and high school youth. 

Budget Total - $3,500 
(Curriculum, resources, and meals) 

 
C. To serve others beyond ourselves. 
A portion of our Sunday offertory intentionally goes toward connectional ministries within our Dakotas Conference 
and the Global United Methodist Church. Such ministries include but aren’t limited to: UMCOR, camping, camp 
scholarships, educational scholarships for students around the globe, leadership development, fighting malaria…  

Budget Total - $41,500 
(apportionments and community outreach) 

 
Total needed to fulfill our mission of “making disciples and transforming lives” in 2021:              
 

- A detailed line item budget is available in the church office for any who wish to review it. 
(SEE NEXT PAGE FOR LINE ITEM BUDGET) 
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2021 BUDGET BREAKDOWN 
“Making Disciples and Transforming Lives” 

 
Income: 

Pledges/Contributions $231,000 

Special Offerings $5,000 

Total: $236,000 

 
Staff: 

Pastor’s Salary and Benefits $85,000 

Office Manager 19,000 

Service Master 10,000 

Choir/Bell/Organist 17,000 

Total: $131,000 

 
Expenses: 

Building $64,000 

Office/Church Supplies $12,000 

Vanco Services $1,000 

Midco Services (Telephone/Internet) $2,400 

Total: $79,400 

 
Programs: 

Children/Youth/Confirmation/VBS $1,500 

Music/Worship $1,000 

Outreach $1,000 

Total: $3,500 

 
Conference: 

Apportionments $40,000 

Missions $1,500 

Total: $41,500 

 

TOTAL BUDGET NEED: $255,400 (-$19,400) 

*Numbers have been rounded the nearest one hundred dollar. *Red indicates estimated shortfall for 2021 

 

 

 

 

Wesley United Methodist Church 
Charge Conference 

Nominations Report Draft 

Staff 
52% 

Expenses 
31% 

Programs 
1% 

Conference 
16% 

2021 BUDGET 
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Wesley UMC Servant Leadership Team 2020 Annual Report 

A statement in the 2019 Charge Conference report says “in 2020 it would be good if our community 

knows Wesley for its good works”. 

2020 has brought so much into our lives that it is hard to understand “what’s next?” This brings back 

thoughts to the book “Three Simple Rules, A Wesleyan Way of Living” by Bishop Rueben Job. The rules 

are 1) Do no harm, 2) Do Good, and 3) Stay in love with God. It was hard to consider or convince 

ourselves these were “simple” rules as we established best practices to re-open during the COVID-19 

pandemic for in person worship on August 16.  We had been closed or had only online worship since 

mid-March. We also continued with streaming on-line worship each Sunday. We are always working on 

ways to do that better. We did recorded services for a couple months over the summer and made them 

available through Facebook. We can now stream the worship service through our web site as well for 

those without Facebook. 

During the summer, a phone ministry program was established as a way to keep connected with 

members of Wesley. It has been well received by those who have difficulty getting away from home or 

using the internet.  

The “Blessings Box” mini pantry installed in front of the church continues to be well used. There are 

people that live in the neighborhood that are donating items as well as many members of Wesley. One 

half of our 2019 Christmas offering was dedicated to buying food and other items to fill the pantry. 

Other donations through the year have helped as well, but it has been a challenge to keep it as full as is 

needed. 

United Methodist Women continue with some projects such as the quilting group making quilts for 

Shelter House and Salvation Army. See more about UMW in a separate report. 

Wesley has continued with a neighborly relationship with Winship Elementary School. We have 

provided school supplies for students that are in need as well as caps and mittens for the winter 

months.  There is open communication with the Winship School social worker to help identify their 

needs. 

The challenge for 2021 is to look at the issues related to finances, growth, and stabilizing to meet the 

needs of the members and friends of Wesley UMC as well as needs in the community.  We need to do 

this so that we can live up to our purpose of making new disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world.  Part of how we are striving to do that is to follow a Strategic Plan that was 

adopted by the Leadership Team earlier in the year. One phase of that plan was to have some 

congregational meetings to communicate to church members what our situation is now and how we can 

plan to move forward in the future with input from the people of the congregation. Those first meeting 

were held at the end of September with follow up meetings planned for early December.  

 

Berniece Holm, Wesley UMC Leadership Team Chair 
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Wesley United Methodist church 
Charge Conference 

2021 Nominations Report 
 

Servant Leadership Team Class of 2021 (three-year term): 

 Berniece Holm________ (1 year term) 

Rick Asche___________ (SPRC) (2 year term) 

Mark Guy____________ (SPRC) 

John Martin__________ (Trustees) 

Judy Christy_________ (Program Ministry) 

Servant Leadership Team Class of 2022 (three-year term) 

 Beth Valentine________ (TBD) 

Brad Reissig__________ (TBD) 

____________________ (Trustee) 

____________________ (Program Ministry) 

 Servant Leadership Team Class of 2023 

  ______________________ (Open) 

  ______________________ (Open) 

                          ______________________ (Open)  

Treasurer (one-year term): 

- (Open)  

Wesley Endowment Foundation Board 
Class of 2020: Pat Henry, Karl Lindquist   

Class of 2021: Dave Christy, Rex Huss 

Class of 2022: Jeff VanLooy, ________________ (open) 
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2020 Wesley UMC Membership Report 

Baptisms: None 

Marriages: None 

Confirmations: none 

Deaths 

* John Mitchell, November 11, 2019; Funeral Service November 16, 2019 at Wesley UMC; 

Officiating – Rev. Jeff Lathrop 

*Helen Teske, February 18, 2020; Memorial service February 22, 2020 at Parkwood Senior 

Living, Grand Forks, ND;  

*Elbert Dahlen, March 2, 2020; Memorial Service March 9, 2020 at Valley Senior Living on 42nd, 

Grand Forks, ND; Celebrant –Chaplin Bud Johnson; Interment at Memorial Park Cemetery South 

*Alice Darling, March 11, 2020; Graveside service May 21, 2020 at Memorial Park North 

Cemetery, Grand Forks, ND 

*Andrew Gores, March 13, 2020; Private family memorials service March 2020 at Hope Church, 

Grand Forks, ND 

* Denotes Wesley UMC member 

New Members: 

By Profession of Faith 

None 

By Transfer from other Denomination 

None 

Membership Reinstated:  None 

Termination of Membership:  None 

Removed by Charge Conference:  None 

Withdrawn: Bryon & Denise Bischoff 

Transferred to other Denomination: None 

Transferred to other United Methodist Church:  None 

Roll Information for Inactive Members: 

1st letter sent in 2020 to:  None 

2nd letter sent in 2020 to:  None 
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2020 Wesley UMC Staff-Parish Relations Report 
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Trustees Yearly Report – November 2020 
 

The trustee committee is currently comprised of one member: John Martin who is the 
committee chair.  Kyle Whitcomb who has been a trustee recently stepped down.  I would like 
to formally take a moment and say a big thank you to Kyle for his time, talents, and dedication 
to the church and to this committee.  I would also like to recognize our congregation for their 
merciful gifts - the gift of volunteering their time and financially. 
 
 As you will read below, we have experienced many updates this year.  Some which 
where unexpected, however needed.  In addition, many updates completed this year, which 
make our church safer, more appealing and increasing access to sharing ministries throughout 
the church. 
 
Additional updates this past year included: 

 Signage team will soon have all interior directional and room signage complete. 

 January 2020 – new exterior door locks.  Replaced lock cylinders and new master key for 
exterior doors. 

 January 2020 – new Kyocera office printer leased (63 months) through Liberty Business 
Systems. 

 February 2020 – New temperature controller for Sanctuary floor heat radiant heating 
steam converter installed by True Temp Inc 

 February 2020 – New dryer purchased for parsonage. 

 March – Learned the term “social distancing”.  Sunday March 15th was our last service 
prior to the pandemic and moving to virtual services. 

 April 2020 – Condensate pump (P2) replaced by Lunseth Heating & Cooling 

 April 2020 – Parsonage basement flooded due to sump pump failure.  Steamatic cleaned 
and disinfected.  Kyle Whitcomb repaired sheetrock and I painted. 

 June 2020 – Installed new hands free soap dispensers and hand sanitizer dispensers. 

 August 2020 – Trees trimmed by Dwight’s Tree Service. 

 September 2020 – Painted baby Lathrop’s bedroom at parsonage.  Thank you to Mark 
Guy and Coleen Asche for your help. 

 A special thank you to John and Danielle Holm and Anne Bryson for your dedication to 
the beautiful flower gardens on the south side of Wesley. Additional thank you to John 
Holm for mowing the church yard this summer. 
 

We continue to focus on safety for all members, guests, and children as we review both 
exterior and interior projects.  
 
I would like to once again, personally thank our Trustees, our Leadership Team, and our 
congregation for all the giving this past year.  In addition, I also wish to say thank you to the 
people who have volunteered your time to help keep Wesley UMC welcoming to all who may 
enter. 
 
Submitted, 
John Martin, Chairperson 
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                               Wesley United Methodist Women Report 2020 
 
          Our UMW group has four active circles that usually meet each month except during the 
summer.  This changed this past year due to Covid-19 concerns and we have not held circle 
meetings since March.  Our executive leadership has continued to meet once a month, keeping 
with safety regulations. 
          Covid-19 also changed or cancelled other activities we usually hold or attend—such as:  
Mission u 
Focus meetings 
Fall picnic 
Fall bazaar 
Christmas luncheon 
          Despite the interruption of life as we knew it, donations were made for the school drive 
for Winship Elementary School supplies, we still collected pop tabs (earning a $1.00 for the 
ones turned in), we are collecting ink cartridges to be recycled, toiletries for Shelter House, 
unused greeting cards, box tops for education.  Quilts were made and donated to Shelter House 
and Salvation Army.  
          We are very grateful for all who support our work in mission both locally and nationally. 
 
Respectfully submitted,   

 Pat Henry, Wesley UMW President 

 

 

 

 

 

2020 Wesley United Methodist Endowment Foundation Board Annual Report 

Current Members are David Christy, Karl Lindquist, Pat Henry, Jeff VanLooy, Rex Huss 

 

          Wesley Endowment Foundation Board has met quarterly this year, and has been 

asked to assist in supplying some materials for the church for the safety of all who 

come to worship.  This was done with the full support of the committee.   

          We also are helping to support the use of a better video connection for folks 

who are not able to attend services in person.   

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Pat Henry, chair 
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Charge Conference Report 

October 30, 2020 

Craig Vondergeest 

Teaching and Advising 

Courses taught at Presbyterian College: Religion and Human Experience, Old Testament Survey, 

New Testament Survey,  World Religions, Capstone in Religion, Hebrew 

New Course Development: Religion and Human Experience, Introduction to Ministry 

Ten new freshman advisees 

 

Sabbatical – Fall 2019 

 Course planning for Introduction to Ministry 

 Research on Deuteronomy, Levites in Ancient Israel 

 Planning of new Service, Leadership and Ministry major at Presbyterian College 

 

Service/Committee Work at Presbyterian College 

1. Chair, Department of Religion and Philosophy 

2. Tenure & Promotion Committee 

3. Director of Online Learning 

 

Church Service 

Part-time pastor of Lupo Memorial United Methodist Church, Greenwood, SC . 
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THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH - DAKOTAS ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE ANNUAL RETIREE’S REPORT TO THE 

CHARGE CONFERENCE 
(PAR. 357 – 2016 BOOK OF DICIPLINE) 

(To be completed and sent each year to the church in which you hold your charge conference 
membership in time for their charge conference, as well as to the Dakotas Conference office) 

 
NAME  Jerry Bass DATE  10/20/2020

  
 

MAILING ADDRESS    166 Columbia Ct, Grand Forks, ND  58203  
 

EMAIL ADDRESS  jerry.bass@gra.midco.net PHONE   701-775-5696 

LOCATION OF DAKOTAS CHARGE CONFERENCE MEMBERSHIP 
 
 Grand Forks Wesley Northeast 

Church District 
 

PASTORAL ACTS: 
Number of Marriages Performed          0  

Baptism Administered           
0  

Funerals Officiated            
5  

Please give a brief account of family circumstance, ministerial activities, volunteer 

groups, church participation, etc.: [See reverse side] 
 
Send a copy of this report to the Dakotas Conference office via email to 
bea.stucke@dakotasumc.org or mail to: 

Attention: 
Bea Stucke 
Dakotas 
Conference 
Office Box 
460 
Mitchell, SD 57301-0460 

 

For those living outside the bounds of the Dakotas Conference: 
 

Include the name, position and signature of the district superintendent or pastor of the 
charge where you reside. 

 
 

Name and Position Date 
 
 

District Superintendent’s or Pastor’s Signature 
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Addendum to the 
Annual Retiree’s Report to the Charge Conference 

of Wesley United Methodist Church 
from Jerry Bass, November 8, 2020 

Family circumstances:  There have been no major changes the past 12 months, unless you 
consider the circumstances of pandemic which severely limit in-person contact.  We 
continue to enjoy our extended family (and especially our sole grandson, Theo, now 19 
months).  Gail continues her role as a part-time faculty member in the UND Medical 
School. 

Ministerial activities: 
 Under appointment (.25 FTE) to St. Thomas United Methodist Church, July 1, 2019 – 

June 30, 2020 

 Volunteered as pastor for Grand Forks Wesley for six weeks in the spring of 2020 while 

Pastor Jeff Lathrop was on paternity leave 

 Provided pulpit supply during the winter of 2019-20 for Fargo Faith, Arthur, Perham, 

and Grand Forks Wesley United Methodist churches 

 Planned and led the Journey of Faith monthly suppers and studies in the fall of 2019 at 

Wesley 

 Continued to provide mentoring for provisional clergy, including participation in the 

Clergy Leadership Academy at Storm Mountain in October 2019 

 Continued also to serve on the Northeast District Board of Ordained Ministry 

 Began an e-mail prayer ministry during the coronavirus pandemic; messages are sent 

three times each week to nearly 200 addresses (individuals or families) 

 Provided the keynote address for the Memorial Day ceremony in St. Thomas, ND 

Volunteer groups:  My principal volunteer activity this past year has been with the Dak-
Minn Blood Bank, an independent non-profit providing blood products to the Altru 
Health System and several rural hospitals in the surrounding region.  I have been a 
director for nearly twenty years and have served as secretary for the past eight.  As a 
donor, I have provided platelets on over 300 occasions during the past 25 years, thus 
providing the largest amount of blood products in the organization’s history. 
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THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH DAKOTAS ANNUAL 

CONFERENCE ANNUAL RETIREE’S REPORT TO THE CHARGE 
CONFERENCE (PAR. 357 – 2016 BOOK OF DICIPLINE)  

 

(To be completed and sent each year to the church in which you hold 

your charge conference membership, in time for their charge 

conference.)  

 

NAME  Dale Emery     DATE  September 24, 2020 

 MAILING ADDRESS   2466 S 40
th
 ST 

      Grand Forks, ND 58201-5948 

EMAIL ADDRESS   churchmouseretired@midco.net   

PHONE   Cell – (701) 269-1881 

        Home – (701) 772-7718 

 

_______________________________________________ 

LOCATION OF DAKOTAS CHARGE CONFERENCE MEMBERSHIP  

 Wesley UMC, Grand Forks, ND 

DISTRICT    Northeast  

PASTORAL ACTS:  

           Number of Marriages Performed   0 

           Baptism Administered   0 

           Funerals Officiated   0 

Please give a brief account of family circumstance, ministerial 
activities, volunteer groups, church participation, etc.:  

 Preached at Drayton October 2019 and GF Wesley September 2020 

 Diagnosed with polymyalgia rheumatica – Nov. 2018 

 Heart attack – Feb. 2019 and March 2020 

 Gave up driving in April 2020 and sold my 2016 Subaru Forester 

 Essentially housebound except for excursions to doctors 


