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Our purpose is to make new 

disciples of Jesus Christ  
 for the transformation of the 

world. 

with memories that have been 
shared with others over the span 
of years-relationships with strong 
bonds. And Ezekiel shares this 
hopeful message of God giving 
them a second chance, much like 
the one we have before us 
now… 

As you may have noticed, there 
have been some changes made 
to both our Facebook page and 
website concerning in-person 
worship and ways to give to 
Wesley each week. While there 
is some exciting news concern-
ing a date, August 16, 2020, 
there are some important cave-
ats to consider. Masks will be a 
requirement to enter the building 
for worship and is non-
negotiable. To be clear, this isn’t 
a political issue. In order to pro-
tect our volunteers, boundaries 
and expectations needed to be 
solidified. Like Ezekiel’s message 
to the people about a new oppor-
tunity, he does warn them not to 
seek their own interests at the 
expense of others-God’s people 
are to model God’s love and care 
for others.  

While more information will be 
provided in some greater detail 
throughout the newsletter, it’s 
important to remember that if 
you’re not feeling well, you 
should stay home. *We will still 
livestream the service at 
10:30am via Facebook. Also, 
there will be hand sanitizer avail-
able at each entrance, but we all 
need to maintain the no-contact 
and social distancing norm of 6 
feet. There will be no printed bul-
letin provided—everything will be 

 
“By the river on its 
bank, on one side 
and on the other, 
will grow all kinds 
of trees for food. 
Their leaves will 

not wither and their fruit will not 
fail. They will bear every month be-
cause their water flows from the 
sanctuary, and their fruit will be for 
food and their leaves for healing.”-
Ezekiel 47:12 

For the last couple of months I 
have shared about how United 
Methodists are guided by Three 
Simple Rules-that we are to be 
people that do NO harm, do ALL 
the good that we can, and STAY in 
love with God in how we live, pray, 
worship, and grow in our capacity 
to love others. Loving God and lov-
ing others are inseparable direc-
tives and yet we find ourselves liv-
ing in the midst of a pandemic, in a 
world that seems to be without 
hope. Yet we ARE a hopeful peo-
ple. We are resurrection people!  

The life-giving river that Ezekiel 
envisioned was of restoration-not 
to a former glory, but with hopeful 
expectation. Ezekiel was a prophet 
of judgement and hope. His mes-
sage was to God’s people who 
were exiled in Babylon-they were 
hurting. They missed all the things 
that used to be normal and made 
them happy. Now, they feel broken 
and lost-not unlike those who feel 
disconnected from the church to-
day. Not being able to be at wor-
ship during the pandemic has been 
hard for some as that was a time to 
connect with those who were of 
like-hearted and like-mindedness. 
Wesley UMC is a safe place, filled 

on the screen. If that is an issue, 
you may download an order of 
worship from our website in ad-
vance on your mobile phone. 
The pews have been marked off 
and we are able to seat 100 peo-
ple with the new CDC require-
ment. Your ushers will help you 
find a seat that best fits your 
needs (family or single). If you 
have any questions please feel 
free to contact us at the office via 
email. 

Leadership continues to monitor 
our county COVID case numbers 
and encourages everyone to 
continue practicing social dis-
tancing, wear a mask (or facial 
covering), and to stay home if 
you’re not feeling well or have a 
compromised or weak immune 
system. Stay safe and healthy, 
friends. We are “North Dakota 
Strong” and we will continue to 
be patient in the midst of this 
pandemic knowing that we are 
not alone in our frustrations. If 
you need to vent or are in need 
of prayer, go to our website and 
click on “prayer” to share what-
ever might be on your heart.  

Thank you all for your patience 
during this time. Know that I con-
tinue to be in prayer for you and 
all of Wesley UMC. My hope is 
that you continue to pray with us 
at 4pm each day, whether it’s for 
the church, for yourself, or the 
community. Prayer is, and will 
continue to be, an important dis-
cipline for each of us during this 
time of need.  

In Christ, 

Rev. Jeff Lathrop 

Wesley Witness Newsletter 
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Join us in Prayer —  

 
Special Prayer Requests: 
For students, teachers, staff and school administrators as we look towards the  
beginning of a new school year during this challenging time 
For Neil Rowe who is being treated for cancer in his arm 
For Craig DeMaster who is going through cancer treatments 
For Rev. Howie Baird, former Wesley pastor, who is recovering from a bone 
marrow transplant 
For David Truax, Kyle Whitcomb’s cousin, who is going through radiation treat-
ments for thyroid cancer 
For Del Kindem who continues to have kidney problems 
For Holly Lathrop’s grandfather, Louie, and their family  
For Judy Christy for continued healing after back surgery 
 
For everyone affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, especially for medical staff and leaders and gov-
ernment leaders. 
 
For those in Care or Assisted Living Facilities: 
At Valley 4000: Vivianne Dahlen and Kyle Whitcomb’s mother Bev 
At Valley Senior Living: Joan Bristol 
At Good Samaritan, East Grand Forks: Velma Fruetel 
At Mapleview Memory Care: Del Kindem  
At Edgewood, East Grand Forks: Daryell Ferguson 
 
For those in Their Own Homes: 
Marlo Gade, Shirley Hoff, Iris Root, Carolyn Strand, & others. 

If there are people, joys, or concerns that you would like to have included in this monthly prayer list, please 
email details to the church office at gfwesley@midconetwork.com. Please obtain permission to share. 

11 James Lamberson 
11   Patrick Lamberson 
12 Gregory Porath 
13 Susan Jose 
   Landon Rutherford 
15 Samantha Young 
16 Patty Reed 
18 Sally Nordlie 
   Mary Ferguson 
   Jennifer Cole 
19 David Aarvig 
21 Cash Register 
   Rachel Spicer 
   Kenzie Vodden 
22 Brian Holm 
23 Jessica Warns 
   Devin Taylor 

1 Jerry Griffin 
   Spencer Ness 
2 Shannon Galegher 
3 Casey Weekley 
   Mikayla Tingwald 
       Tucker Harlow 
4 Chad Machart 
       Beth Valentine 
5 Geraldine Elliott 
   D’Ann Mitchell 
   Olive Sandness 
6 Judy Christy 
  Thomas Saddler 
7 Debbie Scheevel 
8 Lorraine Ellingson 
   Tracy Wicken 
   Kayla Anglin 
10 Daryell Ferguson 

 
 
 
 
2   Jim & Sue Rue 
4 Eric & Rachel Polries 
5 David Nelson & Joyce Wicklund 
9 Jake & Holly Moen 
10 Tim & Julie Sturges 
11 Mark & Jan Hoffmann 
12 Steve & Stacey Searle 
17 Richard & Carla Hudson 
20 John & Danielle Holm 
24 Matt & Cynthia Jossart 
25 Bill & Tammy Harlow 
28 Mark & Karen Bjornseth 
29 Odney & Lorraine Ellingson 

A note from the church office — If you would like to receive 
“almost weekly” email updates  or the monthly Wesley Witness 
newsletter by email, please send me an email letting me know 
that. If you already receive these updates, or the e-newsletter, no 
need to let me know again unless your email address has 
changed.  Thank you!    Judy Christy, Wesley UMC Office Manager 

 

24 Jeff Steckman 
   Brian Clow 
25 Berniece Holm 
27 Arthur Hillman 
28 John Holm 
29 Zakri Ness 
30 Jackie Saddler 
   Kelsey Tretter 
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The 2020 Breakthrough Prayer  
for Wesley UMC: 

Gracious God, 
Help us to want what you want-the joy 

and gladness of all the people as they hear your 
story of redemption. Open doors and empower 
us to go to new fields and new people with the 
Gospel. Help us to live missionally in our every-
day lives, representing you in our community, 
our workplaces, and our schools. Help us bring 
others into the enjoyment of your glory! Amen. 
(Inspired by Isaiah 43:19) 

"Behold, I am doing a new thing; now springs forth, do you not perceive 
it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert." Isaiah 

2020 

Are you continuing to join us in 
prayer at 4pm each day? 

Monday, June 8 at 7:00pm — 
A few people are needed to help move, measure & 
rearrange pews to prepare the sanctuary for when 
we are ready to worship safely in person. Please 
email or call the church office if you can help. 

Ushers and greeters are needed who are willing to 
be our “front-line” people on Sunday mornings.                          
         There will be a special training session    
         on                Monday, June 22 at 7pm.                       
                          Contact Berniece Holm at  
                     775-7450 rus_730@msn.com if 
   you are willing to help. 

Worship with us on Facebook 
at 10:30 on Sunday mornings. 

On Facebook, search for Wes-
ley United Methodist Church 
Grand Forks, ND.  There are 
many Wesleys, so be sure to 

find the right one. Like or follow our page and then on Sunday 
morning, scroll down to the videos section and the current 
Sunday’s worship service should be there.  It may say  
“Premiere”.  Just click on it at 10:30 and you’re with us. 

If you want to follow along with the service, there is a Mobile 
Order of Worship our web site, www.gfwesley.org, under the 
“messages” tab.  It’s kind of like having a bulletin.  You can also 
get this order of worship by text message when you sign up to 
receive text updates from us . On your cell phone, just send us 
a text message saying @txtwesley to 81010.   

Please call the church office if you have any problems with Fa-
cebook or texting. 

School supplies for Winship Elementary School 

It is that time of the year again! In our continued support 
of our neighborhood school Winship, we will be collect-
ing school supplies and snacks for their upcoming 
school year.  Please see the table and sign in the 
church lobby with a full list of items needed. A short list 
of key items they run out of are listed below. Begin 
bringing your items on Sunday, August 16. You may 
also call the church office prior to dropping your items 
off during the week We appreciate all your support and 
thank you in advance for your donations.  

School Supplies  Snacks (nut-free) 
Markers   Pretzels 
Erasers   Cheez Its 
Dry Erase Markers  Nutrigrain Bars 
Scissors   Cheese N Crackers 
Pencil Boxes 
Glue/Glue Sticks 
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    Celebrating 150 Years in  
Mission! 

Please help us help others by  
saving and donating following items:   

· Pop tabs for Ronald McDonald House (basket in 
the kitchenette) 

· Everyday Essentials UPC labels (box in the kitch-
enette) 

· Box Tops for Education (download the app on 
your phone or tablet)                                 

· Toiletries for Shelter House (basket in the Fellow-
ship Room) 

· Empty ink cartridges (box by the church office) 
 

Keep collecting items to bring to the church when we 
resume activities! Or you can drop them off during 

office hours. 
 

  

The purpose of the United Methodist Women: 
The organized unit of the United Methodist Women shall be 
a community of women whose purpose is to know God and 

to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus 
Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to 

expand concepts of mission through participation in the 
global ministries of the church. 

 

 

Quilting 
Join the Quilters on Wednesday morn-
ings at 9:30 am (through August) in 
Room 305. In the fall, they will meet at 
1:30pm.   
Everyone is welcome. They have 

masks available if you don’t have one to wear while 
you’re there.  
They have been working hard to make quilts for Shel-
ter House even though the church has been “closed” . 
 

For questions, call Helen DeMaster at  701.772.3584 
 

For more information about National United Methodist 
Women organization, go to  

unitedmethodistwomen.org. 

Blessing Box Mini-Pantry 
Please consider stopping by with a 
few items to help replenish the 
Blessing Box. There is such a need 
in our community and neighbor-
hood at Wesley. Anything from 
canned goods, boxed foods, 
snacks to toiletries, like tooth-
paste, hand soap, dish soap, etc. 
all helps someone in need. Monetary contributions are 
welcome too. Thank you for your donations and contin-
ued support. We are making a difference in the lives of 
so many. 

Ministry continues in spite of the pandemic.  These 
are just a few examples of ways people are in minis-
try with our community.  If you would be willing to 

share what you have been doing, please send an 
email to the church office for next month’s news-

letter. 

Aileen Sandwick submitted 
this picture of some blan-
kets that she had made and 
donated to the Women’s 
Pregnancy Center on behalf 
of Wesley UMW’s Sarah-
Faith Circle. There were 2 
crib blankets and 3 baby 
blankets. 

Thank you! 

Wesley UMW Executive Board will be meeting 
(following social distancing guidelines) on Wednes-
day, August 5, to discuss plans for the remainder of 
this year. Please watch for more news in the coming 
months. 

Due to the COVID–19 pandemic, the UMW Northeast 
District Annual meeting scheduled for September 19 
at Wahpeton Evergreen UMC has been cancelled for 
the safety and health of all.   
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Wesley UMC Servant Leadership Team meeting, May 20, 2020 (by Zoom) – approved June 17, 2020 
Present: Pastor Jeff Lathrop, Interim Pastor Jerry Bass, Berniece Holm (chair), John Galegher, John Martin, Kyle Whitcomb, Rick 
Asche, Beth Valentine, Judy Christy, Brad Reissig, Mark Guy 
Jerry Bass opened the meeting with a prayer. 
Approval of meeting minutes: Previous minutes had been emailed to Team members. Beth moved to approve the minutes from 
May 5, 2020. Kyle seconded. Approved. 
Treasurer’s report: John G. shared a summary of finances. He reported that there is presently about $22,000 in the general fund 
checking account, including the $19,000 from Payroll Protection Plan loan funds received.  Income is behind about $12,000 compar-
ing this year so far to last year at this point ($67,000 for 2020 compared to $79,000 last year). He then reported on April expenses – 
about $10,000 in expenses more then funds received; about $88,000 in expenses so far this year compared to $105,000 in 2019 at 
this point. The PPP funds were received in early April to be used for salaries, benefits, and utilities which should help with cash flow 
during this time. Beth made a motion to approve the finance report. John M. seconded. Approved. 
Open issues 
Re-opening the church – Berniece opened the discussion with some comments such as -  what do we want to do now and long-
term; do we want to go back to the same? Or think about some changes and what that might be? She asked for input from the team.  
Pastor Jeff commented that returning to old normalcy will not happen. There have been some guidelines published that have helpful 
information. Some things from ND Health Dept. – obey 6 ft. distance, people should stay home if they are susceptible or elderly or 
sick, still do online worship, minimize contact such as no bulletins and no communion, encourage face coverings. We also need to 
have some protocols in place if someone tests positive from our congregation and procedures for outside groups meeting in the 
church building. 
He also reported that UM churches are re-opening in different ways and at different times. 
Rick commented that one of our risks of opening too early and if someone gets sick, that would be bad. We shouldn’t be in a rush to 
open; maybe look at it one month at a time. Another comment was that we should not take unnecessary risks but there will still be 
some risk even with precautions. For outside groups such as AA and TOPS, we need to look at the risk and benefit for them to meet 
in person.  
John G. commented that even when we reopen, we cannot control what happens out of the doors. We can only encourage people to 
practice distancing. 
Some other comments – people miss being in church, but don’t want to open too early; will we have extra masks and hand sanitizer 
in time?; some people may still stay home for a while; even if we want to open, we are probably 3-4 weeks out to be ready with 
trained ushers and greeters, good signage ready, other procedures in place; we may want to plan to take attendance for social track-
ing if needed.  
Mark G. suggested that we continue with online presence, maybe using new or better technology; that we still need to help people be 
connected; that we need to support people if they want to wait to come back; possibly use Zoom for smaller group meetings or possi-
ble Wednesday or Sunday evening presentations. 
The possibility of sending a survey to the congregation for feedback was discussed. It was ultimately decided that a survey would 
probably not be beneficial in planning re-opening because usually not enough surveys are returned, and it probably would not change 
reopening plans or procedures. 
Jeff commented that we may be able to use our HD camera in the sanctuary to record or stream worship services for You-Tube or 
with another program. He will continue to check into this. 
Someone asked about the possibility of doing the service on the radio. We could check into that. 
Berniece suggested that we should be sure to communicate with the congregation to keep them informed and up to date.  Beth 
agreed to write/update something for the June newsletter. We should also find ways to increase our social media use and exposure. 
And we should probably pay for a church Zoom account. Mark G. suggested to possibly create a flyer to highlight the next steps for 
Wesley to reopen.  
As far as worship for summer, some of the ignite band members may not be able to be around as much in the summer which may 
have an impact on worship presentation. The May 31 service will be recorded and uploaded to Facebook. Possibly have other people 
record readings or other parts of the service, but it would require someone with expertise to do editing.  
Beth made the following motion: We should make a list of steps to take – 1) Communicate with the congregation with a 1-page flyer 
and/or letter; 2) Form a small breakout group to deal with details such as supplies needed, preparation of the building, start training 
and organizing of people to prepare for re-opening; 3) set a target date of opening for June 28 subject to change, but no sooner than 
that.  Mark G. seconded. Approved. 
New Business 
SPRC – Judy reported that she will be out of the office most of the month of June for back surgery. She is working on asking people 
to fill in as needed in the office.  (post-meeting note: surgery is now scheduled for July 9) 
SPRC Annual Assessment Form needs to be filled out by the SPRC and the pastor to be turned into the Conference Office by June 
15. They will meet with Jeff to complete this. 
Trustees Report – Parsonage basement sheetrock repair is being completed by Kyle.  It will still need to be painted and carpet re-
installed. 
Berniece reminded people to keep in mind the Strategic Plan and that we will work further on it in the fall. Dates included in the plan 
were fluid, to be used as benchmarks. 
Next meeting – Wednesday, June 17 at 7:00 pm. Will notify if it will be by Zoom or in person. 
Pastor Jeff closed the meeting with a prayer. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:50pm.   Minutes submitted by Judy Christy 
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Have you downloaded this App yet? 

GivePlus Church is a mobile giving app that ena-
bles you to make one-time or recurring gifts from 
your smartphone. Visit the App Store or Google 
Play and search for “GivePlus Church” to down-
load the app for free and start donating today! 

Talk to the church office or visit our website to learn 
more.  

Thank you for your continued generosity!  Simply send a text message to 701.401.5690 with the 
amount of your donation to the church.  You’ll receive 
a text with a link to register.  Thank you! 

Ushers and greeters are needed who are willing to 
be our “front-line” people on Sunday mornings. 
Contact Berniece Holm at  775-7450 or 
rus_730@msn.com if you are willing to help. 

We are also in need of a couple more people to 
help with sound board and running slides when we 
are ready to open for in-person worship. 

                                            Please talk to Pastor Jeff                                    
                                 or contact the church                     
                           office for more information.  

Sunday School Update 

The “Library” adult Sunday school class has been 
meeting through Zoom. They are using this time to 
connect through Zoom as a way of support for 
each other, some conversation, devotion time, and 
prayer. They will meet next on August 16 in per-
son and by Zoom then will take a break while 
they discuss when and how to meet in the fall.  

If you would like to join their online discussions, 
please send an email to Dave Christy at 
dwc07@gra.midco.net. He will then send you the 
link to the Zoom meeting.  They are happy to have 
others participate and connect. 

Kids—Please know that we miss having Sunday 
school class with you.  We are working on how to 
resume in the fall.  Parents—if you have any sug-
gestions or input, please email Judy Christy at 
gfwesley@midconetwork.com.  

We are asking for your help.  — Keep our campfires Glowing! 
The campfires at your Dakotas and Minnesota camps are not glowing as 
brightly this summer and we need your financial help to rekindle the fire.  As 
you know, the summer operations at your resident camps were suspended 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. While suspension of our 2020 camps has 
been the right decision, our sites are struggling financially with the loss of 
ministry this spring and summer.  Each campsite’s operational costs are funded nearly 100% by camper and 
guest group fees. The loss of revenue this summer has significantly impacted the financial health and the 
ability of your camps to do ministry.     
Now is the time for you to help keep these fires glowing.   
We need your help to ensure our campfires stay glowing now and for generations to come.  Please consider 
a financial gift to your Dakotas and Minnesota United Methodist Camp and Retreat Ministries.  We are thank-
ful for the support of our Annual Conferences, generous donors, and camper families who have supported 
your camps already during this season.  But even with this support, your camps still need you.  A gift to the 
camping program will help ensure the camping experience for campers next year and years that follow.  
Perhaps you might consider using the funds you had already budgeted to send your family to camp as your 
gift during this time?  Or consider giving at a level that supports things like: $50/week for s’mores at camp, 
$300/week average summer staff salary, $750/week to help purchase programming supplies for campers. 
For more details or to donate go to the Dakotas Camps web site at https://www.dakotasumc.org/camping/keep-our-
campfires-glowing  

Thank you to all who have been volunteering  even during 
this time that the church has been “closed”.   

Musicians have been practicing and recording worship with 
Pastor Jeff.  
Renee Machart has worked on polishing brass candlesticks, 
etc.. 
John and Danielle Holm have been mowing the lawn.  
A team of people have been caring for the garden areas 
around the church.  
Jerry Griffin and John Galegher are still counting offering; 
John is  paying bills and processing payroll.  
There are most likely others who we’ve missed or didn't 
know about.  
So, thank you, too, for your continued ministry! 
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                                       OFFERING RECEIVED            
     2019 2020 

Prepaid        $3,000.00                        $20.00 
Pledges                
January            $20,027.00                $16,932.10 
February          $14,153.50                $14,539.08 
March              $23,416.60   $18,777.50 
April                  $19,536.00   $15,877.00 
May                  $14,807.42   $11,001.00 
June                  $19,513.81    $14,049.00 
July       $12,010.50   $13,161.00 
August       $16,315.32 
September      $19,276.38 
October        $15,445.46 
November       $15,784.15 
December       $28,233.41 
_________________________________________   
   Total        $224,369.15          $104,236.68 
Total Annual Goal: $253,000.00 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE—on Facebook Live 
July 5—  20 
July 12—  18 
July 19—  16 
July 26—  22 

Your 2020 Wesley UMC Servant Leadership Team is:  
Jeff Lathrop………...Pastor 
Berniece Holm..…....Chair 
John Galegher……..Treasurer 
John Martin ………..Trustees 
Kyle Whitcomb …… Trustees 
Open………………..Trustees 
Rick Asche…………Staff-Parish Relations 
Mark Guy…………...Staff-Parish Relations 
Judy Christy………..Program Ministry 
Beth Valentine……... 
Brad Reissig ……..... 
Open………………..Program Ministry 
Open ………..………Program Ministry 
 
If you are interested or feel called to participate in the ministry 
and leadership at Wesley, please talk to Pastor Jeff or any of 
the people listed on the Servant Leadership Team.   

Meet our new Dakotas Conference Northeast District 
Superintendent, Rev. Kris Mutzenberger.  

Rev. Kris has been most recently 
serving as pastor of First UMC in 
Fargo since 2017.  She and her 
husband Ryan (also a Pastor at 
First UMC, Fargo) have two chil-
dren.  We look forward to meeting 
her in person as soon as that is 
feasible. She Officially began as 
District Superintendent on July 1. 
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Phone: 701-772-1869                    Fax: 701-772-1940 
E-mail: gfwesley@midconetwork.com 
Check out the Newsletter online at: 
www.gfwesley.org 
 
Worship Schedule:  See Calendar for worship times 
Office hours: Mon.—Thurs. 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 

Church Staff: 
Pastor: ………………………………….……...……..Jeff Lathrop 
Choir Director/Organist:..……………..Marjorie Myrold 
Office Manager: ……...……………………..……Judy Christy 
Cleaning Services: ..……………………..……ServiceMaster 
The Wesley Witness 
A publication of Wesley United Methodist Church.  Published 12 
times each year to keep members and friends informed of 
programs of the church and to report news about the Wesley 
church family.  

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

PERMIT NO. 225 
GRAND FORKS, ND 58203 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

AFFIX LABEL HERE 

Would you like to receive Wesley updates by 
text message including closings, cancellations, 

other announcements concerning the life of the 
church, and a link to the mobile order of wor-

ship each week.?  
It’s easy to join the text group   

On your cell phone, text  
@txtwesley to 81010 

Disinfecting Wipes 

We are also asking for do-
nations of Lysol or Clorox 
wipes.  If you have an extra 
or are buying some and can 
spare one, please consider 
donating it to the church. 

Thank you! 


