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Our purpose is to make new disciples of Jesus Christ  

 for the transformation of the world. 

At the conclusion of 

the emphasis, we will have 

the opportunity to make 

personal commitments of 

our offerings to God 

through our church in the 

coming year. We will con-

secrate these commit-

ments in the worship ser-

vice on December 1st. (See 

the schedule that follows.) 

I hope you will join us 

in the coming weeks as we 

look at how we can man-

age our financial resources 

and truly experience sim-

plicity, generosity, and joy. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Jeff Lathrop 
Pastor Jeff Lathrop 

 

 

      

  

         

 

 

 

lives of purpose that God 

intended for us. 

All of us have strug-

gled with these issues at 

one +me or another. They 

are important issues that 

we cannot ignore. This is 

why, in November, we will 

be having a churchwide 

study and worship empha-

sis called Enough: Discov-

ering Joy Through Simplic-

ity and Generosity. During 

this +me, we will explore 

what the Bible teaches us 

about financial manage-

ment through corporate 

worship and small group 

study. We’ll hear expert 

advice and stories about 

what others have learned 

by working through finan-

cial challenges. Each week 

we will provide you with 

some prac+cal tools you 

can use to assess your fi-

nancial situa+on and de-

velop a financial plan with 

a biblical founda+on. 

 

 

 

 

Enough: Discovering Joy Through 

Simplicity and  

Generosity 

One of Jesus’ great teaching para-

bles involves a sower who cast 

seed along the ground. The sower 

hoped the seeds would sprout, 

grow, and bear good fruit. Some 

seeds did just that, producing a 

great harvest. But others, Jesus 

said, fell among thorns and, 

though they began to grow, these 

good plants were quickly choked 

out. Jesus said the thorns were 

“the cares of the world and the 

lure of wealth” (Ma6hew 13:22). 

In a culture where having 

“enough” seems to have be-

come a never-ending pursuit, 

Jesus’ parable remains in-

credibly relevant. Many of us 

are chasing the American 

dream in ways that lead to 

stress, anxiety, and fear—

thorns that can rob us of the 

ability to enjoy the abundant 

Join us for family fun following worship on 
the east lawn as we celebrate our annual 
Kick-Off Sunday! There will be inflatables 

and outdoor games for all to enjoy.  
Fun for the whole family! 

Sunday, September 8 @10:30 am 

 

     Schedule of Events 
 

November 3 
- “When Dreams Become                                          
 Nightmares” 
November 4 

- Small-Group Study Begins 

November 10 

- “Wisdom and Finance” 

November 17  

- “Cul+va+ng Contentment”  

November 24  

- “Defined by Generosity” 

November 25 

- Small-Group Study Ends 

December 1 

- Consecra+on Sunday  

December 8
 

- 
Celebra+on Sunday –    

 Results Celebra+on  

 

 

 

 

Wesley Sunday Schedule 

 

9:30 Coffee Fellowship 

9:30 Sunday school for all ages 

10:30 Worship Service 

1:00 Nepalese Worship 

 

5:00 pm Youth Group  

for grades 6-12 

6:15 pm Confirma+on Class 
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Plan to Join Our Next 

Journey of Service: CVIC 

On Sunday evening, October 13, we will host the second leg on our 

2019-20 Journey of Service at Wesley.  Beginning with a soup supper at 

5:30, we will gather for a +me of good food and fellowship.  Then, 

around 6:00, we will hear a presenta+on from CVIC staff regarding an 

interes+ng, brand new community ac+vity: Green Dot. 

Green Dot is a bystander interven+on strategy that gives people 

knowledge and skills to intervene safely when they see moments of 

harm, such as domes+c violence, sexual assault, stalking, or child 

abuse. During this one-hour overview, we will explore the different 

forms of violence, as well as learn and prac+ce the skills that can be 

used in such situa+ons. 

Par+cipants are not obligated to contribute to the work of CVIC, but 

are encouraged to consider bringing items to assist that agency’s work, 

as shown above; financial contribu+ons of course are also welcome. 

 

Continuing the Journey  
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Looking AheadLooking AheadLooking AheadLooking Ahead    
October 6 

    Youth Group  (5:00pm) and              
Confirmation (6:15pm) begin 

October 13: 

    Journey of Service, 
                                5:30pm 
October 20:  

    Sweet Adelines Concert,                
                      4:00pm 

     Young Adult Gathering 
                                 6:30pm 
October 27  

     UMW Fall Festival & Meal 
                Noon—3:00pm 
 
November 3: 

    Annual Charge Conference,    
                       2:00pm 

November 10 

     Journey of Service,  
                              5:30 pm 
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Quilting 
Wednesdays  at 1:30 pm 

In Room 305 
 

 

Everyone is Welcome! 
 

For questions,  

call Helen DeMaster 701.772.3584 

 

 

Plan to join us  
for Wesley Book Club on      

Tuesday, October 15,  
at 7:00 pm, in the  

Wesley Fellowship Room 
Hostess: Linda Juntunen 

Book to read for this month: The Woman in the Photo 
by Mary Hogan 

 For more information contact:  
    Pat Henry at patheny@gra.midco.net  

 or 775-5904 

Sunday , October 20 at 6:30 pm  at Bri(any & Alex Person’s  ( 2236 Springbrook Ct.)  

Contact Pastor Jeff for more details. 

Are you interested in being part of our 

Wesley Tech Team?   

We need a couple more people who are 

interested in learning the sound board 

for Sundays and for some special events.   

Training will be provided.   

Please contact the church office at  

gfwesley@midconetwork.com or  

772-1869 if you are interested.   
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These groups meet at 9:30 am on Sundays. 

The "Library Class" is currently studying a book and 

video series called “Stories Jesus Told: How to 

Read a Parable.”  

The "Chapel Class" has weekly  

"Chris+an Conversa+ons"  based on current events 

or current sermon topics.   
 

You are welcome to join either class at any +me! 

Fall Adult Sunday School Classes 
A study of Simon Peter:  

Flawed but Faithful Disciple 

Join us as we gather on Tuesday 

nights at 7:00 pm through October 

22 as we study Simon Peter, a Bible 

study and video series by Rev. Adam 

Hamilton.  

Peter was just an ordinary guy who 

heard and followed God’s extraordi-

nary call. Discover how you, too, 

have special giNs, talents, and abili-

+es that God can use to make a 

difference today.   

Gree+ng Wesley members and Friends,  

It’s Fall and that means harvest +me for farmers here in the Red River Valley. Unfortunately, water is the only thing 

moving in the fields right now, not tractors or combines. The farming business is not always easy. It takes planning, 

hard work, and lots of faith. At +mes like this when the weather isn’t favorable, the faith part helps get us through. 

We have faith that we will get be6er weather and get the crops harvested.  

Church finances also take planning, hard work and faith. Each year we make a proposed budget, make prudent spend-

ing decisions, and have faith the members and friends of Wesley will be generous and share their blessings. We share 

our financial resources with Wesley so we can make the world, our world, a be6er place. No amount of money seems 

to be able to impact the weather, but giNs to Wesley make a difference.  

GiNs to Wesley support staff salaries so employees get compensated for the ministry work they do. Building mainte-

nance and insurance provides a safe secure place for us to gather and worship. Ministry work outside of the church is 

also supported by giNs to Wesley. Working together with other connected Methodist churches, we impact lives in our 

extended region and beyond. 

As the season changes and we draw closer to the end of this year, we will be looking forward to another year of min-

istry and growth here at Wesley. Each of us has giNs to share with the world. As your Treasurer, Thank You for shar-

ing your financial giNs with Wesley as we work to pay down our mortgage on the parsonage as well as support our 

opera+ng budget. The mortgage balance is $93,000, down from $130,000 in just over 16 months.  

Please con+nue to share your financial resources along with your other giNs with Wesley. By working together, each 

contribu+on no ma6er the size helps accomplish our mission of Making New Disciples of Jesus in order to Transform 

the World.  

And pray for sunshine! 

John Galegher, Jr 

Treasurer 
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Wesley UMC Servant Leadership Meeting minutes, August 13, 2019, 7:00 pm (approved Sept. 18, 2019) 

Present- Pastor Jeff Lathrop, Jessica Zerr (Chair), John Galegher, Kelsey Tretter, Kyle Whitcomb, John Martin, Berniece Holm, Judy 
Christy, Brittany Peterson:    Absent: Mark Guy 

Pastor Jeff opened with prayer. 

Review minutes from June 19 meeting – Berniece moved to accept minutes; Kyle seconded; approved. 

Reports & requests 

Wesley Endowment - A motion from Wesley Endowment Foundation was presented by Jessica to approve Alex Peterson as a new 
board member. No discussion or questions; approved 

Report from Endowment Foundation - they approved a request for funding for Back to Church Sunday activities on Sept. 8 ($200 for 
food, $800 2 inflatable games); and approved a request for paying balance after grant funds are received for some new, more ergo-
nomic office equipment (monitors, keyboard tray, roller mouse, chairs). 

Program Ministry-  Berenice reported about recent meeting and events, activities -- Wesley Wednesday events went ok, last one is 
Aug. 14; looking at hospitality – still working on follow up with non-attenders, visitors; UND study space for finals(need to determine 
and upgrade technology needs); September 22 -Global Friends picnic – what can we do to help them? We are a rain site for the picnic 
if needed. Sept 15– Back-to-church Fall kickoff Sunday; Aug. 22 – The Strangers movie showing, snacks served;  

Signage – still working on signs for rooms, inside directional signs;  

Finance report – John G. 

Balance sheet at end of July – General Fund bank account was almost empty; $10,000 was taken out of an investment fund at end of 
June, $5000 taken out in early August; has mostly been used; at the end of July, there was  $1100 in bank account, currently $13,000 
in same bank account.  

Treasurer report – John reported that there has been about $104,000 in pledges paid and about $25,000 non-pledge for about 
$129,000 in gifts, offering so far this year which is about $3,500 more than last year at this time - -a positive note.  

As of end of July, we’ve spent more than we’ve taken in, but cash flow is a little better. 

End of July, the balance due on the parsonage mortgage was $93,783. We pay about $750 each month;  

John reported that there is about $150,000 in investments accounts at Ameriprise (before $5000 taken out at early August) and is 
doing well. 

There was a question as to whether there were any specific bills higher this year than last year – John reported that there was nothing 
significant; general operating expenses are about the same. Note that last year up until July, we did not pay pastor pension & insur-
ance. 

John plans to send a letter of reminder to capital campaign people; and will send statements at end of September.    

Other reports 

SPRC – Rick reported that our custodian Marty had a bicycle accident and broke some ribs, but is healing; we encourage him to be 
careful and to not do too much; will do his 6-month review soon.   

Trustees – will check with Anne Bryson about right kind of bulbs for sanctuary as some are burnt out and need to be replaced; then 
possibly rent a lift and Marty can change them. 

Teaching and devotions – led by Pastor Jeff –  

From Canoeing the Mountains, chapter 4 – Competence and Credibility – “No one is going to follow you off the map unless they 
trust you”; “stewardship is about walking alongside people and nurturing them. 

Some questions from the book that were discussed -  

Question 1 – what has God entrusted to us as leaders to protect and grow at Wesley? 

Question 2 - How have we as leaders developed credibility that mobilizes others to grow and help address challenges in the 
church? 

Question 3 - Who are we developing or cultivating into other areas of leadership within our church? 

God has entrusted to us: membership & attendance, presence in the community, outreach, programs, finances, traditions, values, 
ensure there is a community built on the good news and counter to the world, to feel safe, to worship, culture, witness, 

Credibility to mobilize: regular attendance, hospitality, trust, being reliable, take visitors with you not just point them in the direc-
tion,  

How to cultivate people into leadership - Re-orient ourselves,  

Also noted that every congregation has a history, a set of core values, and beliefs, a cultural and shared DNA… (from givingusa.com) 

From Canoeing the Mountains, Chapter 5 – Preparing for the Unknown – it is possible to prepare for the future without knowing what it 
will be. Trust is a big piece of that preparation. 

In what ways have we cultivated a culture of trust at Wesley UMC?  - entrusted/empowered people, open/friendly, relationships; in-
vestment of time & energy to cultivate;  

From Canoeing the Mountains, Chapter 6:  Leaders shape culture by default or by design - culture Eats strategy for breakfast;  

Video – Michael Jr. - gatewaypeople.com   

Jessica had the group meet in their small groups according to their areas of responsibility  

C. breakout groups – talk about and decide on one thing to celebrate, one thing that must be done, one actionable goal, and one big 
dream  
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Contacting Pastor Jeff 
 e-mail: jeff.lathrop@midconetwork.com 

cell phone: 605-682-9447 
Office hours:  9:00 - 12:00 & 1:15 - 2:45,  Monday – Thursday 
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                                       OFFERING RECEIVED            

     2018 2019 

Prepaid          $3,000.00  
Pledges                

January            $21,211.31 $20,027.00 

February          $17,843.01 $14,153.50 

March       $15,372.00 $23,416.60 

April       $20,381.05              $19,536.00 

May       $14,186.11    $14,807.42 

June       $16,351.03 $19,513.81 

July       $18,221.00              $12,010.50 

August       $13,981.25              $16,315.32 

September      $19.301.00               $19,276.38 

October        $14,642.01 

November       $14,974.00 

December       $21,447.50  

________________________________ _______   

   Total      $207,911.26                  $164,905.93 

     Year –to-date goal:     $189,750.00         

                          Total Annual Goal:       $253,000.00 

SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE  

September 1—  41 

September 8—  64 

September 15— 71 

September 22— 71 

September 29— 63 

Trustees – Celebrate: garden work by a group of people 
                    Must/need: fix concrete on sidewalk 
      Goal: tear down old shed in back garage in spring 
      Dream: new, efficient church building    
Program – Celebrate: signage, Wesley Wednesdays 
      Must do: more important than signs is finding ways to walk with people 
      Goal: work with Jeff on HI Team/FIT Team 
      Dream:  make sure we are making connections with everybody – new and those not attending,         
 SPRC – Celebrate: hiring a new custodian 

              Need: to get staff evaluations done  

              Goal: checking in with Jeff more often 

              Dream: to grow enough to need an additional pastor, more staff to fulfil needs due to growth 
Finance – Celebrate - having enough money to pay bills on time 
                  Must: be intentional about stewardship plan 
                  Goal:  Stewardship in November 
                 Dream: generous congregation, motivated to give 

Jessica reviewed some upcoming opportunities: 

-Leadership Institute in September at Church of the Resurrection – Pastor Jeff is going, & there are spots open for 2 others to go.  

- Congregation Care seminar in October 4-5 in Bismarck  

- General Conference 2020 needs volunteers in Minneapolis – May 5-15, 2020 
- Journey of service – first presentation will be on Sunday, September 15, starting with supper at 5:30 pm; with Northlands Rescue 
Mission 
Other notes - Audio/video in nursery working well; former UMC in Thompson has a stained-glass window (about 5ft by 9ft) for pur-
chase – talk to John G. if interested.  
Jessica reminded al to think about nominations for next meeting on September 18 at 7:00 pm.  
Jeff prayed to close the meeting. Meeting adjourned at about 9:00 p 
Minutes submitted by Judy Christy 

Your 2019 Wesley UMC  

Servant Leadership Team is:  

Jeff Lathrop………...Pastor 

Jessica Zerr ………..Chair 

John Galegher……..Treasurer 

John Martin ………..Trustees 

Kyle Whitcomb …….Trustees 

Open………………...Trustees 

Rick Asche………….Staff-Parish Relations 

Mark Guy…………...Staff-Parish Relations 

Judy Christy………..Program Ministry 

Berniece Holm……..Program Ministry 

Brittany Peterson ….Program Ministry 

Open………………...Program Ministry 

Kelsey Tretter………Program Ministry 
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For our Prayers --- 

With Our Sympathy: for the family and friends of Debbie Wikoff who passed away on September 24.  A 
memorial service will be held on Saturday, October 26 at 11:30 am at Wesley UMC; 
And for Sharon & John Stewart & family whose daughter-in-law and granddaughter were killed in a car acci-
dent in Minneapolis; 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1   Tyler & Jamie Harlow 
6 Andrew & Willow Brekke 
17 Erik & Marge Myrold 
18  Brian & Stacey Clow 
25  Ron & Tammy Kaiser 

22 Judy Christianson 
22  Lionel Hoff 
24 Patty Willey 
25 Tyler Wicken 
26 Rich Lehn 
     Timothy O’Connell 
30 Mark Bjornseth 
      Christina Dittus 
      Jaedon Ferguson 
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2 Avery Whiteside 
3 Jenny Grant 
   Kayla Kaiser 
6 Erik Myrold 
      RachealAnn Johnson 
7 Matt Jossart 
  April Kaiser-Grinde 
9 Jack Holm 
10 Tiffany Reis 
11 Penny Millspaugh 
      Rob Shivelhood 
      Willow Brekke 
15 Jim Van Looy, Sr. 
16 Emily Heidbrink 
20 Linda Croy 
21 Chad Gilberts 
  Aiden Taylor 

Those in Care or Assisted Living Facilities: 

At Valley 4000: Vivianne and Ole Dahlen, Kyle Whitcomb’s mother 
At Valley Eldercare: Joan Bristol 
At Good Samaritan, East Grand Forks: Velma Fruetel 
At Mapleview Memory Care: Del Kindem  
At Parkwood Place: Helen Teske 
At Edgewood, East Grand Forks: Daryell Ferguson 
At Elim Care Center, Fargo: Alice Darling 
At Valley 4000, Hearthstone: Norma Dugas  
 

Those in Their Own Homes: 

Marlo Gade, Shirley Hoff, Iris Root, Carolyn Strand, & others. 
 

Special Prayer Requests: 
• Continued prayers for baby Benjamin, son of Mark & Milky Waters 
• Marilyn Christianson’s sister, Kay Nelson, who will be having heart valve surgery this month 
• Mary Ferguson’s cousin with stage 4 cancer 
• Joanie Jones, Joyce & Jack Kramer’s daughter, who has been diagnosed with cancer 

If there are people, joys, or concerns that you would like to have included in this monthly prayer list, please 
email details to gfwesley@midconetwork.com. Please obtain permission to share. 

 

We will be collecting Shoe Box Christ-
mas gifts again this year from Octo-
ber 6—November 3.  
 
Empty, wrapped boxes are available in 
the Fellowship Room, along with a list 
of suggested gift items by age, and a 
card to attach to the box indicating 
the age and if it is for and boy or girl.   
 
For more details, check the web site 
at: spiritlakeministrycenter.org  
Or check the back of the October cal-
endar included with this newsletter.  
 



 8 

 

W E S L E Y  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  

1 6 0 0  4 T H  A V E .  N .  

G R A N D  F O R K S ,  N D  5 8 2 0 3  

  

  

Phone: 701-772-1869 

Fax: 701-772-1940 

E-mail: gfwesley@midconetwork.com 
Check out the Newsle(er online at: 

www.gfwesley.org 
 
Worship Schedule:  See Calendar for worship +mes 

Office hours: Mon.—Thurs. 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 

Church Staff: 
Pastor: ………………………………….……... ……..Jeff Lathrop 

Choir Director/Organist:..……………...Marjorie Myrold 

Choir Accompanist:…………………….. Carol Lamberson 

Office Manager: ……...……………………..…… Judy Christy 

Custodian: ..…………………………………. 
The Wesley Witness 
A publica+on of Wesley United Methodist Church.  Published 12 

+mes each year to keep members and friends informed of 

programs of the church and to report news about the Wesley 

church family.  

Want to receive your newsle(er by email? 

If you would prefer to receive your monthly Wesley Wit-

ness newsle6er by email rather than printed, please let us 

know by emailing Judy at the church office at  

gfwesley@midconetwork.com  

If you already receive the newsle6er by email, no need to 

let us know again unless your email address has changed.   

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

PERMIT NO. 225 

GRAND FORKS, ND 58203 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

AFFIX LABEL HERE 

Sunday, October 27, noon to 3:00 pm 

Join us for lunch  — Baked Potatoes with your choice of toppings  

And  —  crafts, bake sale, jewelry, Rada knives, and quilts for sale.  

Everyone is invited!    Tell your friends! 

If you are willing to donate crafts or bake sale items, please bring them to the 
church on Saturday afternoon, October 26 (2pm –5pm).  

Volunteers are needed, too! Sign up on Sunday mornings or call Pat Henry –
(UMW President) at 775-5904. 

Wesley UMW Fall Festival 

 
Mark your calendar — Annual Church Conference mee+ng— 

Sunday, November 3 at 2:00 pm at Zion UMC.   

All are invited to a6end . 

 


