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Twas the Night Before!
On the night before Christmas in 1944, Helen Grace Lescheid shares the following story.
The second World War raged in Europe during Christmas Eve in 1944. Mother, with four small children, had fled our native
Ukraine with the retreating German army. Father had been reported missing in action.
Now we were refugees living in a two-room shack in Dieterwald, Poland. But again the fighting front was only about fifty kilometres away. Frequent air raids sent us scurrying for cover. Explosions rattled the windows. Army trucks brought in the
wounded and the dead. Hay wagons filled with refugees rumbled west; bombers droned overhead and army tanks rolled east.
Partisans (underground resistance) attacked innocent women and children at night. Nobody in his right mind went out into the
dark winter night.
And yet, it was Christmas Eve. Two women had prepared a Christmas party in a neighbouring village and invited us. Mother,
wanting to give us children joy, accepted.
She instructed my sister and me to dress warmly against the winter's cold. "Tonight, we're going to a party," she said. Being
only eight-years old, I sensed no danger--only wondrous excitement. Hurriedly my sister, two years younger, and I dressed. If
only Mother would hurry! A simple wick flickered in a saucer of oil--our only light. We could barely see her shadowy form as
she bustled about getting my four-year-old brother, Fred, and almost two-year-old sister , Katie, ready. Finally, Mother was
putting on her heavy winter coat, kerchief, and warm felt boots.
With one small breath, she blew out the oil lamp. It was pitch dark now. "Open the door, Helen," she called to me. We stepped
onto the crisp snow covering the farmyard. A crescent moon hung above a large house across the yard where the estate owners lived--kind people who treated us refugees well. It, too, was shrouded in darkness.
Mother lifted Katie and shuffled her to her back: she'd carry her piggyback for the five kilometres. "Hang tight onto my coat collar," she coaxed. Then, turning towards us girls, she said, "You take Fred's hands." My younger sister and I complied. We had
often taken care of our little brother while mother had culled potatoes in the big barns or had done other chores for the landowners.
At the road, we stopped. Although I knew it well from my treks to school, I could barely make out the houses on either side of
the street. No street lights were allowed now. Windows heavily draped permitted no light to seep out of the houses. My mother
hesitated for a brief moment. Then she said, "Come, we'll take the shortcut across the fields.”
The snow crunched as four pairs of feet punched holes in the white expanse of open fields. Stars spangled the vault of sky
above us. A blood-red glow smeared the eastern sky. At times an explosion sent flames shooting into the sky.
She lifted Katie once more onto her back, and we began to walk again. On and on we walked. But we were far too excited to
be tired. Finally, we arrived at our friends' house. The door opened and we stepped inside. I felt I had stepped into heaven itself.

Lights! A whole room-full of lights. Candlelight flickered from a small Christmas tree and bounced out of happy children's
eyes. Heavily draped windows kept the light inside--for us to revel in. Red paper chains decked the tree; delicate paper cherubs smiled down upon us. We squeezed in amongst women and children sitting on the floor. Soon the room filled with singing: "Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht." (Silent Night, Holy Night)
Some mothers sang alto, the rest of us, soprano. We sang with gusto and from memory, songs that lifted our hearts above
the terrors of war and inspired new hope for the days ahead.
I can't remember our long trek home that night, but I do remember the wonderful gifts I received; my right pocket bulged with
the most beautiful ball I'd ever seen. A very colorful ball it was. Much later, I learned it had been made out of scrunched up
rags wrapped in rainbow colored yarn probably gleaned from unravelling old sweaters. The other pocket held three cookies!
The warm memory of that Christmas celebration shone like a small candle in the darkness. Even years later, when my own
life's circumstances seemed too bleak to celebrate Christmas, I remembered the truth of Christmas born in my heart that
night: Jesus, the light of the world came to us at Christmas time and no amount of darkness can put out that light. (John 1:
4,5)
‘Twas the night before Jesus’ birth and there were shepherds tending their sheep. They were struggling to keep from dozing
off to sleep. They were doing what was normal for them with no expectation of anything occurring, especially nothing spectacular. The night was cool, dark, and quiet. Until: “The Lord’s angel stood before them, and the Lord’s glory shone around
them, and they were terrified. The angel said, “Do not be afraid! I bring good news to you—- wonderful, joyous news for ALL
people. Your savior is born today in David’s city. He is Christ the Lord”. (Luke 2:10-11)
This Christmas we may, like Helen, encounter this Holy Day with uncertainty. There is so much going on that could dim our
spirits this Christmas season. Like the shepherds we may be just going on about our own daily routines, with minds so preoccupied on our own set of circumstances that we may have no expectation of anything special occurring, especially nothing
spectacular, this Christmas.
This Christmas Eve, Debby and I hope and pray we all experience His divine interruption this year! Whatever is abnormal for
you this Christmas, may your Christmas Eve come alive with the light, the love, the joy, and the peace, of the Christ Child!
Despite whatever may be occurring in our lives this Christmas, may the power of HIS Holy Spirit spectacularly show up in all
our lives! May we all proclaim, “no amount of darkness can put out His light in our lives” as we celebrate once again the
greatest gift ever shared, the Son of God.
In HIS Love,
Pastor Jerry
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11-15-20

54

49

11-22-20
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11-29-20

47

45
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Service Times & Activities
Sundays:

8:45 am

Praise & Worship

10:00 am

Sunday School

10:00 am

Youth Group (Annex)1st & 3rd
Sunday each month)

11:00 am

Traditional Worship

12:00 pm

Senior Adult Lunch (1st Sunday)

1:00 pm

Hispanic Worship

3:00 pm

Sharing & Caring Widows Group
(3rd Sunday)

Mondays:

5:30 pm

Deployed Spouse’s Dinner

Tuesday

9:00 am

(1st Monday—no July)
Women’s Bible Study

10:00 am

United Methodist Women/
Naomi Ruth Circle
rd

(3 Tuesday – No July)
11:30 am

Men’s Bible Study

6:00 pm

United Methodist Women/

6:00 pm

Lydia Circle (2nd Tuesday)
United Methodist Men
(2nd Tuesday)

Wednesdays:

10:00 am

Women’s Bible Study

5:30 pm

The Table

7:30 pm

Chancel Choir Rehearsal—2d &
4th Wed.
Praise Team Rehearsal-1st &
3rd Wed.

7:30 pm
7:15 pm

11:00 Worship

Date

Hispanic Bible Study

Services

Weekly
Total

Sunday
School

Prayer Concerns
Our Men and Women of our Armed Forces and their families ,our deployed troops, those affected by the fire at Hinson
Arms Apts and the fatality, health of all ill., Moore, Ok. Cross
country students killed by drunk driver, co-worker with stage 4
throat cancer. All t hose affected by the Coronavirus.
Apollo Wilmouth , Marsha Miller, Lisa Morton, Mary Smith,
Frank & Cindy Wilson, Margaret Wilson, Geoffrey Flihan & Family, Tim Flihan & Flihan Family, Camile Lorento, Brandon Smith,
Chapman Family, Phillips Brooks, Judy Earp, John & David
Lynch, Lisa Codwise, Gene Lamb, Brandon & Bob Flowers,
Cooper Family, Ganepy Family, Family of Doug Johnson, Rev.
Jerry Jackson family, Carmen Robinson, Ryan Given, Wanda &
Nathan Howard, Family of Michael Wilkinson, Chapman Familytravels, Angelina Burnette, Anthony Faga, Nancy Wilkinson, Jim
Bauer, Dan Amos, Peggy Saba, Keaton Mercer, Prayers for my
sister Katherine, My walk with God, Amanda Hovorka’s mother,
Rochelle Reagan, Patty & Ned Mercer, McNutt Family, My families salvation, Prayer for Marriage and union of families, Craig
Carroll, Danny Padgett, Healing for Kesterson Family, Prayers
for Family, Madeline Flihan’s granddaughter, her husband and
two grandchildren, Elsie Kolp whose brother, Jimmie passed
away, and her grandson in the hospital, Bonnie Chance and
family whose sister passed away. Bonnie Chance niece who
has Covid-19, Cindy Wilson’s son Donald, Elsie Kolp’’s nephew,
George Potter, Ed Wilkinson, Gloria Wallace, Nancy Morris
whose Mom passed away, the family of Arvid Barth who passed
away (Kevin & Sheila Barth).Liam Daniel, Warren Ray Merrill
Jr., Steve Horne, Family of Ed Wilkinson, family of Pamela
Flowers, Liam who has a rare cancer of the eye, family of
Madeline Flihan, Herb Ripley, Stacy Dudley, Family of Chuck
Quinn, Judy Wilkerson, Elsie Kolp, Marge Zima,, Cathy FlihanBurnette.

GODLY PLAY®
What is Godly Play®?
Children have an innate sense of the presence of God. The Godly Play approach helps them to explore their faith through story, to gain religious language and to enhance their spiritual experience
through wonder and play. Based on Montessori principles and developed using a spiral curriculum
the Godly Play method serves children through early, middle and late childhood. Our class is for
ages kindergarten through fifth grade. This year we will work our way from creation to the wilderness, through advent, parables, lent, Easter, Pentecost the church and the saints. We share the stories in our circle, we wonder about them, read them in our bibles, and work in response to what we
learn. Come join us!!

LYDIA CIRCLE
FOOD PANTRY
Each Communion Sunday you are invited to bring a bag or box
filled with these items as a love offering. Please know that any
items from the list are appreciated at any time.
For one adult (1 week of meals):
*1 Box of instant rice 14oz

2 cans of fruit 15oz

2 cans of soup 16oz

*2 bx Mac n Cheese 7.25oz

*1 box Saltines 4pk 16oz

1 jar Peanut Butter 16oz

1 jar Jelly 13 oz

*2 cans evaporated milk 12oz

2 cans of vegetables 15oz

1 can Pork ‘n Beans 15oz

4 cans meat (tuna, chicken, SPAM, etc) 5oz
*1 box 10 pack variety instant Oatmeal
*items we need most right now
“As we come to be fed on Communion Sunday, in turn we feed others
as Jesus would have us to do.”

The Lydia Circle will meet on, Tuesday
night, December 8th at 6:30 pm to put
together Christmas Eve bags. The
wearing of masks is highly encouraged.

The 55+ dinner has been cancelled until further notice.
Activities: call 455-2747
Tai Chi for Arthritis, Social Security 1-800722-1213 or 1-888-491-1885
Power Tools for Caregivers
Free legal and referral information call attorneys at 1-800-662-7407
Wesley Pines Methodist Retirement Home, Lumberton, NC 910-738-9691
Home Health and In home Hospice
Adult Day Care Center for Senior Adults
Senior Health Insurance Information Program

Home Delivered Meals and Transportation (Mon-Fri)
Free smoke alarms call 347-3581 American Red Cross
MobileHelp 877-933-5232 for info ask Ruth Cos
Life Alert System 1-800-993-33885
SOCIAL SECURITY 1-800-722-1213 or 1-888-491-1885

Thank you to everyone who purchased the beautiful poinsettias adorning the sanctuary during the Advent Season.
In Honor of:
Rick Baldwin by Battle Wagstaff, Marian Shiver, Ruth Cox, Catherine Karr by Rhyne Garris, Rhyne Garris by Catherine
Karr, Ray & Peggy Eckenrode by Tammy Heap and Russ Folley, Father & Boys by Daniel Amos, Madeline Flihan

In Memory of:
William & Pearl Ehney, V.R. & Mozell Pittman & Cynthia Pittman Chiavacci by Bobby & Claudette Pittman, Irma Potter by
George Potter, Pattie Baldwin by Battle Wagstaff, Louise Garris by Rhyne Garris, Loyd Karr by Catherine Karr, Stephanie
Ann Marie Earp Hunter by Judy Earp, Larry & Amye Stephenson by Jenny Stephenson, Maxine and Richard Stengrim,
Peggy Saba and Chuck Quinn by David & Jana Stengrim, Raymond & Blanche Brault, Charles & Iva Gillette by Roger and
Cheryl Brault, Wesley S. Lubee Jr. by Mack Family, Pete Swigart, Pete & Beedie Ruth Wensil by Kandey Butler, Thurman &
Beatrice Pittman, Walter & Dollie Moore (our parents) by Dick & Shirley Moore, Charles (Chip) and Pete Swigart by Laura
Swigart, Ginny Lynch by Donna Lynch, Howard VanDevender by Carolyn VanDevender, Our parents by Henry and Sue
Ramsey, Ron Cox by Ruth Cox, Richard & Glenda Folley by Russ Folley & Tammy Heap, Mother by Daniel Amos, Gloria
Lake (Tamara’s grandmother) by Tamara Gonzalez, Chuck Quinn (my husband), Peggy Saba, Madeline Flihan by Anne
Shaw Quinn, Katherine Badgett by Thomas & Judy Badgett, Nancy Ripley by Herb Ripley, Edna Lewis and Mary Roehs by
Jerry & Debby Lewis, Jim & Evelyn Waugh by Teresa Waugh.

To The Glory of God:
To the Glory of God by Rhyne Garris, Adams/Sangers by Judy & Dennis Adams

NAOMI RUTH CIRCLE
Naomi Ruth Circle met November 17, 2020 in the hospitality Room. There were 7 members present. The meeting was
called to order with the opening prayer by Ruth Cox. The United Methodist Women’s Purpose was read in unison.
Judy Oliver gave the treasurers report of $1,880.25 and Marian Shiver gave the Naomi Ruth treasurers report of $98.00.
Minutes were given by Ruth Cox. Elsie Kolp made a motion that $75.00 of Naomi Ruth Circle treasure to be given to
Northwoods United Methodist Church pantry. Judy Oliver seconded, motion carried.
Old Business:
Naomi Ruth Circle will not meet in December as it was voted on in September meeting.
Shirley Powell made a motion to continue the Heifer Project of $200.00. Seconded by Elsie Kolp, motion carried. Our
Heifer Project for 2021 will consist of a goat, tree seedlings, and a food basket.
44 shoe boxes were taken to the drop-off station November 17, 2020. Thanks to each person who participated in this endeavor. Please pray for the child that will be receiving your box-gift; first time ever receiving a gift. Thank you for sharing a
gift and the story of Jesus Christ with these children.
Toys for Tots , plus $40.00 in cash, given by Shirley Powell and Judy Wilkinson were taken to the Salvation Army . A receipt remains in file.
Local Mission money will be distributed to different organizations at a later date. These organizations will be receiving less
money due to the pandemic.
Elsie Kolp crocheted 62 blankets, Total blankets (82) will be going to the Ronald McDonald House in Greenville. A special
thanks to Elsie and these ladies, Tammy Gonzalez, Joy Shreckengost, Kay Hendrick , Bonnie Chance and Vickie Greenwood who also participated in this project. God Bless you.
New Business:
Naomi Ruth Circle will not meet in December as voted on last meeting.
Chrismon Tree purchased by Naomi Ruth, will be in the Sanctuary on November the 29 th, as Advent begins on that day.
Lydia Circle will decorate it again this year. Many thanks to them for a job well done each year!
Marge Zima will be the co- Treasurer with Judy Oliver for Northwoods United Methodist Women. Ruth Cox is substituting
for her as Circle Leader. Shirley Powell will be the new Secretary for Naomi Ruth. All other officers will continue their offices for 2021. Officers were installed by Shirley Powell, Nominations Chairperson.
We have received our Quadrennial Theme for United Methodist Women 2021-2023. Our Membership Booklets, hopefully,
will be ready for our January circle meeting. Our logo is beautiful; Finding Peace. 2021 is Serenity. ” God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, courage to change the things I can, and wisdom to know the difference.” Psalm
34:15 (NRSV)
December Birthdays
Marian Shiver

2

Debbie Holland

8

Shirley Powell

20

Debbie Lewis

24

In Loving Memory:
Gladys Kirk

8 (19021-00)
Respectfully submitted,
United Methodist Women

6

To the Men of Northwoods United Methodist Church
Gentlemen,
United Methodist Men are tabling all meetings until January, 2021.

Tuesday Morning Bible Study

Tuesday Morning Bible Study will meet again once we resume normal ministries at the
Church.

7

Dec. 6

Available

Dec. 13

Available

Dec, 20

Available

Dec, 27

Available

The nursery is always in need of supplies and
we would like to ask for assistance from our
church family. If you feel so inclined, these are
the supplies we regularly use. Please drop
them off in the nursery or you can give them
to LeighAnn Swigart.
Thank you in advance for your generosity.
Goldfish crackers
Veggie straws
Kleenex

Paper towels

Baby wipes
sizes

Diapers/Pull-ups all

Crayons

Dear Northwoods United Methodist Church Family,
The weather in November has been quite fickle. It has
made it more difficult to screen the children because of runny noses, higher temperatures because they have been
waiting in a warm car with their coat and hat on etc. The
next day it is warm, and the children come off the playground hot and sweaty.
Now that Thanksgiving is over, we are preparing for Christmas. Artwork and singing Christmas songs and learning
about the reason for the season. It appears people are really looking forward to Christmas. Decorating started early,
some just after Halloween. During this pandemic everyone
needs something to look forward to, something to prepare
for. Sadly, we will not have our Christmas program this year
and parents will not be allowed to attend the parties. Our
poor babies are missing out on happy activities only Christmas brings.
COVID-19 has completely changed our lives. Masks are
now like a fashion accessory, children know the drill and tell
us before we take their temperature that they have no
COVID symptoms.
HERE IS HOPING AND PRAYING FOR A HAPPIER NEW
YEAR!!

Learn, Grow and be Blessed!
Linda

MFM

The Deployed Spouse Dinners have
been postponed until January,
2021.

Church Finance

Statement as of November 30, 2020
General
Fund

Budgeted

YTD

Percent
Used

REVENUE

$246,764.42

231,782.01

75.88%

EXPENSE

$246,764.42

219,642.90

75.71%

2020 Financial Requirements
(Note: All Calculations are based on 95 Giving Units)

Debt Retirement
Funds Required Monthly

Need $54.37 per month from each giving unit

General Fund
Funds Required Weekly

YTD

Percent
Used

$5,165.39

$ 4,681.08

Need $ 49.27 per week from each giving unit

Debt Retirement

Budgeted

REVENUE

$61,984.68

54,246.50

61.82%

$213.50 (General) Plus $54.37 (Debt)

EXPENSE

$61,984.68

51,653.90

58.33%

$267.87 per month

2020 Budget per Giving Unit:

2020 Budget + 48 mo. Debt Rtmt payoff:
Cash Available
Mortgage Balance

$29,768.72
$146,427.75

Greeters

Dec. 6

$303.00 per month

Usher
Schedule
8:45 am
11 am

Jerry Zima & Rick Baldwin

8:45 am

Hietpas Family

Dec. 20

11 am
8:45 am

Ray Eckenrode & Tavita Saelua
Vince & Kay Hedrick

11 am

Ray Eckenrode & Tavita Saelua

8:45 am
11 am

Dec. 6

Ray Eckenrode & Tavita Saelua

Dec. 13

Dec. 27

$213.50 (General) Plus $89.50 (Debt)

Rusty Smit h & Randy Fitzgerald
Ray Eckenrode & Tavita Saelua

Ushers – If you cannot be there on Sunday,
please FIND A REPLACEMENT and let Rick Baldwin, Usher/Greeter Coordinator know ASAP!
Thank you!

8:45 am
11 am

Dec. 13

8:45 am
11 am

Dec. 20

8:45 am
11 am

Dec. 27

8:45 am
11 am

Jerry Zima & Rick Baldwin
Ray Eckenrode & Tavita Saelua
Hietpas Family
Ray Eckenrode & Tavita Saelua
Vince & Kay Hedrick
Ray Eckenrode & Tavita Saelua
Rusty Smit h & Randy Fitzgerald
Ray Eckenrode & Tavita Saelua

Ushers – If you cannot be there on Sunday,
please FIND A REPLACEMENT and let Rick Baldwin, Usher/Greeter Coordinator know ASAP!
Thank you!

ALTARED YOUTH
The youth has been very busy this past month. On November 13-15 we joined thousands of other youth virtually for
Pilgrimage. Pilgrimage is a chance for youth to experience God's love and just enjoy being themselves. The youth
gathered at my house to enjoy time of food, fun and much needed fellowship. It was a joy to experience Christ's love
through song, message and a great campfire devotional. We also collected donations for the hurricane victims in
Honduras. It was a great time!
December is a busy month for all but we will be enjoying time together the first and third Sunday on the month
(December 6th and 20th) from 10-11 in the Annex. We will be doing a Secret Santa exchange and games on the
20th of December. If any youth would like to participate, please let Ms. Tamara know. The youth will also be working on an Advent devotional through the month on December. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to
contact me at tamaragene14@yahoo.com or 8503779197.

.

UPDATE ON THE 2020 NORTHWOODS UMC HOLY LAND TOUR
Rescheduled to October 25, 2021
“What a profound experience it would be to visit and see the places Jesus walked, taught and performed
miracles” Pastor Jerry Lewis
Hi Future Holy Land Travelers,
The Northwoods United Methodist Church 10-day all-inclusive Holy Land tour has been rescheduled to
October 25, 2021. Therefore, I want to update everyone on the following items;
Northwoods United Methodist Church September 2020 Holy Land tour has been rescheduled to
October 25, 2021 for 10-days.
The 10-day all-inclusive price is the same $3,796.00. (cash/check price) airfare, hotel, food & much more.
For those travelers already registered with deposit, travel protection and payments, all monies made are
100% transferred to the new October 2021 date.
Presently there are 16 persons registered, we would like to have
Up to 40 and fill a bus just for our group.
This is an opportunity to join us and also please share this wonderful opportunity with family/friends.
Thank you and please let me know if you have any questions!
Zack Nichols, NUMC coordinator - 910-620-3345

Council on Ministry
Our next Leadership meeting will be on Sunday, January 10th starting at 6
pm in the Fellowship Hall.

Our Ministry “The Table” had been suspended due to the Coronavirus pandemic. We look forward to resuming “The Table” once the
stay at home order has been lifted.

We are looking for an additional nursery worker for Sundays. Ideally, we
would like to find someone over the age of 18 but 16 could be considered.
They would need to stop by the Church office to pick up an application.

December 2020
Birthdays/Anniversaries

Sun

Mon

Tue

1

Wed

Thu

2

3

Marian Shiver

Virginia Davis

Athena Nassar

Jane Reinewald

Fri

Sat

4

5

11

12

Randy & Kay
Fitzgerald

6

7

8

9

10

Ansley Hunt

Patrick Lynch

Travis Smith

Lon Elliotte

Timothy Moser

Austin Foxx

Cassandra
Reyes

Elli Schumacher

Linda Goins

Gre

Jimmy Peyton

Shreckengost

Joey Ross

13

14

15

Lisa Persons

Jean Tice

Leila Marcantel

16

18

Nate &

Joyce Pottorff
Loretta Keelin

17

19
John Hardy

Meagan Ross
Roger &
Cheryl Brault

20

21

Wanda Conaway
Shirley Powell

22

23

24

Kyle &

Debby Lewis

Katie Kilian

Leanne Mozingo

Sally Norsen

27
Diana Evans
Mary Herbold
Holly Miller
Nick Mozingo

28

29

30

31
KC & Lisa Sanger

25

26

DECEMBER EVENTS
Dec,. 1st 11:30 am Men’s Bible Study
Dec. 2d, 10:00 am Women’s Bible Study

Dec. 6th , 8:45 am Contemporary Worship Service
Dec. 6th, 10:00 am Youth Group
Dec. 6th, 11:00 am Traditional Worship Service
Dec. 7th, 6:00 pm, Generosity Meeting
Dec. 8th, 11:30 am Men’s Bible Study
Dec. 8th, 6:30 pm Lydia Circle
Dec. 9th, 10:00 am Women’s Bible Study
Dec. 10th, 7:30 am, Men’s Breakfast (Dennys)

Dec. 13th, 8:45 am Contemporary Worship Service
Dec. 13th, 11:00 am Traditional Worship Service
Dec. 15th, 11:30 am Men’s Bible Study
Dec. 16th, 10:00 am Women’s Bible Study

Dec. 20th, 8:45 am Contemporary Worship Service
Dec. 20th, 10:00 am Youth Group
Dec. 20th, 11:00 am Traditional Worship Service
Dec. 22d 11:30 am Men’s Bible Study
Dec. 23rd, 10:00 am Women’s Bible Study
Dec. 25th OFFICE CLOSED

Dec. 29th 11:30 am Men’s Bible Study
Dec. 30th, 10:00 am Women’s Bible Study

Bishop Hope Morgan Ward…………………Raleigh Area
Rev. John Strother…………Sound District Superintendent
Alexis Lopez….......…………………..Hispanic Ministries
George Chance..…………...……...….……….Lay Leader
Teresa Waugh…..…………… …..……Church Secretary
Tammy Heap …………………….……Financial Secretary
Linda Johnson…..……………….……..Preschool Director

Church
Office Hours
Monday – Thursday
9:00 am – 2:00 pm
910-346-9727

Conference-Wide Leadership Training – Jan. 10
In a time of adaptive strategies and new approaches, the 2021 January Leadership training, usually held in
the districts, will now be conference-wide and virtual on January 10, 2021. Whether you are starting a new
leadership role, or have been serving in church leadership for years, we hope this model of leadership training will prepare you for your much-needed ministry. Laity and clergy in partnership with one another is the
key to a church’s success in making disciples.
You will have a chance to choose one of five workshops, depending on your leadership role or interests. Do
you serve on more than one committee? No problem. We will record the sessions. Links to recordings will be
emailed to you a week or two after the event. You will be able to access these online at your convenience.
We hope you will take advantage of the collective wisdom of a phenomenal group of presenters who will
equip you with the information you need for successful service to your local congregation.
Workshops will be held from 3:30-4:30 pm. Following the workshops, you can choose to join your District
Superintendent on a separate Zoom link. This time (4:30-5 pm) will include an opportunity to meet your DS
and to gain clarification and answers to any remaining questions.
Zoom links and Zoom instructions will be emailed in early January 2021.

About the Workshops and Presenters:
•
•
•
•
•

Trustees, led by Gray Southern
Finance, led by Christine Dodson
Lay Leader, led by John Hall
State of the Connection, led by Mark Schneider
S/PPRC, led by Beth Hood

Gray Southern is the Capital District Superintendent. He previously served The Apex UMC Family;
the former Durham District; St. James Church (Greenville); Trinity Church (Durham); West Nash
(Wilson); Oriental; and St. Paul (Goldsboro). Gray grew up in Smithfield, NC, and graduated from
Smithfield-Selma Sr. High School. He also holds degrees from UNC-Chapel Hill, Yale Divinity
School, and Columbia Theological Seminary. Gray was a part of The Lily Endowment’s PastorTheologian Program which was also a formative part of his life. He was a
member
of General and Jurisdictional Conferences in 2008, 2012, 2016/2019. Gray
and his
wife Susan, a former public school teacher, have two children: Kirk (married
to
Giselle) and Mary-Gray.

Christine Dodson is the Conference Treasurer and Benefits Officer. She has been with the Conference for
over 20 years and provides leadership for the overall financial and administrative ministry of the Conference.
Christine is a lay member of Mt. Moriah UMC in the Harbor District where she serves as Finance Committee
Chairperson. She also serves the wider denomination as Vice-Chairperson of the General
Council on Finance and Administration. Christine is a CPA and received her Doctorate in
Business Administration, focused on leadership. Christine is married with one child in college and two in high school.

John Hall was elected Conference Lay Leader of the North Carolina Conference in June 2020 and previously served as the Conference Director of Lay Servant Ministries. He has been an active member of the laity
within the NC Conference for many years, including serving as a district president of United Methodist Men
and participating in the Leadership Fellows program in 2013-2014 as the lay partner from Aldersgate UMC in
Durham, where he continues to serve as a lay minister with a focus on church sound and
media. John enjoyed a 23 year career as a R&D development engineer with Hewlett Packard company, retiring in 2006. He then joined SAS as a technical trainer with a focus on
computer architecture, retiring in 2018. John is married to his wife Holly and has two children and one amazing grandson.

Mark Schneider is a current member of the NC Conference delegation to General Conference and Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference. He serves on the NC Conference Insurance Committee and as an alternate on the Committee on
Investigation. He previously served as the Capital District Co-Lay Leader from 2017-2020 and prior to that as First UMC
-Cary’s Lay Leader, where he continues to lead weekly adult Sunday School and worship with his
amazing wife Ellen. Mark graduated from Duke University in 1984 with a B.S. in Computer Science
and did post-graduate work at NC State. He worked for five years as a software developer in State
College, PA, where he met his wife, before returning to NC in 1989 to work for SAS in Cary.

Beth Hood is an ordained elder in full connection in the North Carolina Conference, and she began serving as the Director of Ministerial Relations and Assistant to the Bishop June 23, 2020. Beth has served
churches in Sanford (St. Luke 1992-1997), Lemon Springs (Lemon Springs 1997-2004), Aberdeen (Page
Memorial 2004-2007), and Wilmington (Wesley Memorial 2012-2020), and has also
served as Superintendent of the Greenville District (2007-2012). Having grown up in
Carrboro, NC, just outside of Chapel Hill, Beth has affection for all things Carolina blue,
and especially loves watching the UNC Tarheels play basketball. They are parents to an
adult son, Adam, who lives in Wilmington.

Shopping online this Christmas?
Use Amazon Smile to support our church and/or your favorite charity!
Options for your desktop or laptop:
Use this link that takes you directly to AmazonSmile in support of Northwoods United Methodist Church: https://
smile.amazon.com/ch/56-1226868
Go to www.smile.amazon.com and log-in with your current Amazon credentials.
Follow the directions and select your charity of choice. If you would like to select our church, we are
listed as Northwoods United Methodist Church.
If you do not currently have an account and would like one, you can create an account by following the
directions/prompts provided
Once set, start shopping!
Options for iPhone users:
Go to smile.amazon.com
At the bottom of the screen click on the square box with an upward pointing arrow
Select “Add to Home Screen”. This will add an icon button to your home screen
Click on the icon and follow the prompts to change your charity to Northwoods United Methodist Church,
Jacksonville, NC or your charity of choice
Once set, start shopping!
Go to smile.amazon.com/ch/56-1226868
Options for Android Users:
If you already have the Amazon app on your phone, open it and go to the menu (three horizontal bars in a row) in top
left or right corner.
Select “Settings”
Find and click on “Amazon Smile”
Search for and select your charity
Click on “Turn on Amazon Smile”
Once set, start shopping!

Go to smile.amazon.com/ch/56-1226868

