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DAY 1: START HERE Verses to Read

• Philippians 2:13

• Romans 12:2

• Proverbs 3:5-6

Point to Ponder 
We are so glad you are committing to this 21-Day challenge! Taking time to put God first is 
the most important thing you will do. 

We all want to be better and do better. We want to be a better friend, a better spouse, a 
better parent. We want to stop doing the things we regret and start doing the right things. 
But “better” doesn’t happen just because we try harder. Better doesn’t happen from the 
outside in— better happens from the inside out. 

The Holy Spirit is where the strength to be your best comes from. For all the pressing things 
in your life, a strong relationship with the Holy Spirit is the most important thing you need! 

When you put God first, He meets you where you are— He fills you, guides you, helps you, 
and refreshes you. 

Philippians 2:13 tells us, “It is God who is working in you, giving you the desire and the 
power to do what pleases Him.” God is the one who gives us the power to do what we 
cannot do on our own! So, we are going to give Him our best and trust that He is going to 
guide and strengthen us!

Here are a few practical tips on how to do this challenge well: 

1. Create a “chair time” every day. We’re calling our devotional time “chair time” to 

represent an uninterrupted place and time that we pick to spend with God. Pick a chair 
time that works for you. It could be the morning, evening, or even over your lunch hour. 


2. Plan for 15 minutes. You might consider starting with a total of just 15 minutes. Divide 
your time up into 5 minutes of devotional study, 5 minutes of prayer, and 5 minutes of 
silence to think about what you just studied. Expand that time as you go. You’ll be 
amazed at how much you can do in just 15 minutes! 


3. Grab a pen. Keep a pen near as you go through these 21 days. Take notes, write down 
your questions or prayers, and highlight things that stand out to you. Keeping track of 
your thoughts and prayers as you go will help you see how far you’ve come. 


Questions to Consider 
How am I going to participate in 21 days of prayer and fasting?

What am I going to fast during this challenge?

When and where am I going to have my “chair time”?


Prayer to Pray 
Lord, today I pray, that as I commit to seeking You during these 21 days, You will strengthen 
me, guide me, and answer my prayers. I pray for the other people who are taking on this 
challenge — we are asking that this fall will be our best season yet as a church. We believe 
You’ll do immeasurably more than we can ask, think, or imagine! 



DAY 2: PUT GOD 
FIRST

Verses to Read

• Colossians 1:18

• Romans 12:2

• Matthew 6:6

Point to Ponder 
There simply isn’t enough time for everybody and everything that demands your attention 
and your affection. Life gets crazy. Someone is not happy with you. You don’t know quite 
how it happened but you suddenly realized that you’ve become a slave — a slave to the 
schedule. And no matter how hard you try, your master can’t be pleased. 

Colossians 1:18 says, “He is also the head of the body… the beginning… the firstborn… so 
that He Himself might have first place in everything.” 

Christ not only asks you to believe in Him, He insists that you put Him first in your life. First 
with your time. First with your relationships. First with your resources. First with everything!

How can He demand this? It’s simple: He is the head of the body! He is your head. You are 
in His body. And it is the head that assesses priorities, makes decisions, and plans out the 
day. 

When we give Him the first moments of our day, we invite His unseen hand into the 
busyness of our lives. We unwittingly assign order to the chaos. We do not receive wisdom 
to order priorities but an infusion of willpower to set things right. We often find that the 
things that once screamed the loudest need to be last in our consideration. We don’t know 
how it happened, we just realized that we’ve become the masters of our lives again. 

Christ insists on being first place because He will make every relationship better. It may not 
happen overnight— but it will come to pass. Put Him first— let Him be your head, and you’ll 
be amazed at the order that follows.


Questions to Consider

Have I surrendered the position of priority in my life to God?

What is the hardest part of my life to allow Him to lead?


Prayer to Pray 
God, thank you for leading me each day. I surrender my plans, my relationships, and my 
cares to you so that you can take a place of priority in my life. I know that by turning every 
aspect of my life over to you, everything about my life will only get better with you leading 
me. Your will for my life is what I want for my life— help me to keep my focus on You. 



DAY 3: UNDERSTANDING 
YOUR RELATIONSHIP 

WITH GOD

Verses to Read

• Ephesians 3:12-19

• Psalm 16:7-11

Point to Ponder 
God created you because He wants companionship! Think about the beginning. God 
created humanity, because He wanted to walk with us, talk with us, and share our lives with 
us. That’s God’s ideal relationship with us, that’s His desire. He longs for you to know Him 
and spend time with Him. 

Some of us keep God at a distance, we don’t let Him go to the level of relationship He 
wants to go. He stands at the door of our heart and knocks. Sin tries to keep us from 
knowing God. He doesn’t write you off when you do something wrong. He waits for you to 
repent and come back to Him for His guidance and support.

If you’re feeling far from God, realize that the ball is in your court. You can choose right now, 
this very minute, to talk to God. As real as talking to the person right next to you, you can 
talk to God and say, honestly, openly, whatever it is you need to say. He is loving and 
compassionate, slow to anger, abounding in love. The Bible says that we can come boldly 
to His throne of grace, because He cares for us. Go to God in confidence today! He hears 
you, He loves you, and He wants to go to work on your behalf. 

Matthew 12:43-45 tells us the story of a house that is swept clean and put in order, but left 
unoccupied. You can clean up your life and get rid of all the bad but if you don’t fill it with 
Jesus, it’s empty! What does your life look like today? Is Jesus a very real part of your day-
to-day? If not, today’s your day to make a change. Make it a priority to learn more about 
who God is and who He’s called you to be.


Questions to Consider

How can I know God more intimately?

In what ways has Christ revealed His love to me?


Prayer to Pray 
God, I love You. I know I can trust You with everything, because You love me. I open my 
heart to hear from You today. I trust that I hear Your voice. The voice of a stranger, I do not 
hear, I do not follow. I am confident that You care for me, and You have plans for me. Thank 
you for Your grace, Your companionship, and Your love.



DAY 4: EXPERIENCE 
REAL FREEDOM

Verses to Read

• Mark 8:35

• Matthew 16:24-25

Point to Ponder 
In our culture, we tend to think of freedom only as the absence of restrictions and 
limitations. We tell ourselves that, “No one should be able to tell us how to live our lives”. We 
want to be free to make the choices we want to make whenever we want to make them. 
However, this view of freedom is limited because it fails to take into account one very 
important factor: Love.

When you love someone, you willfully lay down your right to do whatever you want 
whenever you want. You give up your freedom and independence for the sake of the one 
you love. When a husband says, “I do”, to his wife, he’s also saying, “I don’t”, to all other 
women. He’s giving up his freedom. He’s willfully limiting his options to just one! On the 
surface it looks like a loss but to the husband deeply in love, he sees it as a great gain.

When you say yes to God, you’re also saying no to yourself. You’re willfully giving up your 
right to be your own God. You can no longer do whatever you want whenever you want—
you belong to Jesus now. Yet, like the husband in love, it’s not a loss, because what Jesus 
gives you in return is a love like no other.


Questions to Consider

Surrendering to God is not about losing, it’s about gaining. What will I gain by surrendering 
more of my life to God?


Prayer to Pray 
Lord, You laid down Your power and freedom because You loved me. I want to do the same 
for You. Open my eyes to see the parts of my life that I need to surrender to You more fully. I 
want to trust You more than ever before.



DAY 5: FOCUS ON 
HIM

Verses to Read

• Psalm 1

• Psalm 23

Point to Ponder 
God is focused on us with a very intense, very personal focus that sometimes can feel very 
uncomfortable. His focus can feel like close examination or scrutiny. In Psalm 139, David 
speaks to the depth of God’s focus toward us: ”You have searched me. You have perceived 
my thoughts. You know when I sit and when I stand, where I walk, where I lay down. You 
know every word before I speak. Before my all-knowing, ever-present God I am laid bare. 
This focus, this scrutiny makes me squirm, I want to run, but you have fenced me in... There 
is nowhere for me to hide.”

The psalmist, David, doesn’t crumble under the examination that makes us so 
uncomfortable, so insecure, because he is focused on God. He is looking at and talking to 
the Lord of his life. The psalmist withstands the scrutiny because he has examined, 
searched for, and known the Lord. 

David had spent many hours learning to trust God, studying His law, His nature, His 
character—David was in a relationship with God. God was focused on him and he was 
focused on God. David knew he could trust God with every part of himself because God 
had created him. Instead of shying away from God’s focus, he took great pleasure in it and 
he knew God took pleasure in him. David’s trust was so great he asked to be examined, he 
welcomed the scrutiny because he did not want anything standing between him and God.


Questions to Consider

What can I do today to sharpen my focus on God?

What part of my life do I need to open up to God so that there’s nothing standing between 
He and I?


Prayer to Pray 
Father, You are my Creator, You know me inside and out. Today, I ask You to search me and 
know my heart, try me and know my thoughts. See if there is anything in me that offends You 
and give me the courage and strength to change it. I don’t want anything standing between 
us. Lead me along Your path of everlasting life.



DAY 6: TALK TO 
GOD

Verses to Read

• James 4:8a

• Hosea 6:6

• Jeremiah 33:3

• Romans 5:10

• Hebrews 4:16

Point to Ponder 
If you’ve ever been in love, you know how important conversation is. First dates that don’t 
spark interesting, lively conversation don’t usually turn into second dates. In fact, one of the 
marks of a couple in love is how much they talk with one another. They’re always together 
and always talking. And when they’re not together? They’re sending text messages, writing 
letters, notes, cards, or talking about one another to anyone who’ll listen.

“You hang up first. No you. No YOU. Okay text me when you wake up. I miss you already.” 
They can’t seem to get enough of each other!

God wants you to know Him. He wants you to share your life with Him. There is nothing 
more important in your life than developing a friendship with God. The good news is you can 
be as close to Him as you choose to be.

Choosing to be close to God is as simple as talking to Him. Not just in times of crisis. Share 
your dreams and disappointments. Thank Him for the good things and vent about the bad. 
He already knows, yes. But a funny thing happens when you develop an open, honest, 
constant conversation with God. You get to know Him.


Questions to Consider

How often do I talk to God?

Is there anything keeping me from developing a friendship with God?


Prayer to Pray 
God, I want to know You more. I want You to be a friend. If there is something that’s holding 
me back from being close to You, show me. Thank you, Jesus, for making a way for me to 
come boldly to God in prayer. Help me to remember that I can always talk with You.



DAY 7: BELONG TO 
THE FAMILY

Verses to Read

• John 13:34-35

• 1 Timothy 3:15

• Ephesians 1:5

Point to Ponder 
Following God is all about relationships. First, it’s about knowing and loving Him. Second, 
it’s about knowing and loving other people! At the end of your life, you won’t be very 
concerned about the job you worked or the money you made. You will be most concerned 
about the people you loved.

God’s plan from the beginning was to create a family. A people to share His love with, a 
people that would love each other the way He loved us.

In John 13:34-35, Jesus says, “So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each 
other. Just as I have loved you, you should love each other. Your love for one another will 
prove to the world that you are My disciples.” 

Being a Christian is more than just believing—it’s belonging! Belonging starts with being 
committed to a local church family where we live out Jesus’ command, together.

The Church is the home for God’s family. It’s where we serve each other well, and show the 
world who Jesus really is.

Jesus wants you to belong to His family because without a church, you don’t have a 
spiritual home!


Questions to Consider

What does my current level of involvement in  my local church say about my love for God’s 
family?

If true wealth is measured by the depth of my relationships, how wealthy am I?

What can I change about my schedule that would give me more time to build healthy 
relationships?


Prayer to Pray 
Lord, thank You for including me in Your family. I want to love others the way that You have 
loved me. Help me to see how I can strengthen my relationships. Help me love Your family 
well.



DAY 8: LOVE LIKE 
JESUS

Verses to Read

• John 15:9

• 1 John 3:1

• Galatians 5:14

• 1 Timothy 2:3-4

Point to Ponder 
Ever hear of the right-side-up kingdom? We don’t really call it that, but the ideals of a right-
side-up kingdom have been universally appealing for thousands of years. We value strength, 
recognition, comfort, individual expression, safety, and prosperity in the right-side-up 
kingdom. We leverage every advantage we have to secure more, bigger, faster, and sooner.

The right-side-up kingdom lets us create a life where everyone around us thinks like we do, 
looks like we do, votes like we do, and believes like we do. “What’s wrong with that kind of 
kingdom?” you might ask.

In Jesus’ very first sermon, He essentially declared war on the right-side-up kingdom (see 
Matthew 5-7). He was a new kind of King with a new kind of Kingdom—an upside-down 
kingdom, if you will. In Jesus’ Kingdom, there is a clear reversal of values. People 
disadvantage themselves for the sake of others in this Kingdom. People who value sacrifice, 
run towards the hurting and the hopeless, and absorb the complication of idealogical 
conflicts for love’s sake—those are the people of the upside-down Kingdom. Who would 
embrace that kind of life? Only those who have been compelled by love—the unstoppable, 
irresistible, undeserved, and relentless love of Jesus.

That kind of love is not a static thing. It’s alive, moving, and powerful. Jesus’ love to us is 
always meant to flow through us to others. Just before going to the cross Jesus prayed a 
prayer for His followers: “(God, I pray) that the love with which You loved Me may be in 
them, and I in them.”

The single greatest skill we can learn in this life is to love others and embrace the mess. 
Jesus’ love in you is the hope of the world. You have been so loved. So love.


Questions to Consider

Who are the hardest people for me to love?

What are simple, practical things I can do to show the love of Jesus every day?


Prayer to Pray 
Jesus, I love You because You first loved me. You gave Yourself completely for me. Help me 
to love others with Your unstoppable, irresistible, undeserved, and relentless kind of love. 
Today and every day.



DAY 9: CREATED TO 
BECOME LIKE JESUS

Verses to Read

• Colossians 1:28

• Galatians 4:18-19

• Philippians 2:1-18

Point to Ponder 
We’ve all known people who say they love Jesus but don’t act like Him at all. From the 
“Christian” businessman who takes advantage of his customers to the “holier than thou” 
church people who look down on everyone they meet, we all recognize that there’s a big 
difference between how much we know about God and how much we are like God.

Jesus encountered people like this. They kept all the rules, they had all the verses 
memorized, they knew all about God—the trouble was that they were nothing like God! 
These were the Pharisees and here’s what Jesus had to say about them in Matthew 23:1-3:

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: “The teachers of the law and the 
Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. So you must be careful to do everything they tell you. But do 
not do what they do, for they do not practice what they preach.”

Real spiritual growth then isn’t just measured by how much you know about God, but rather 
by how much you are like God! Look at what the apostle Paul wrote about this in Romans 
8:29:

“For from the very beginning God decided that those who came to Him—and all along He 
knew who would— should become like His Son so that His Son would be the first, with 
many brothers.”

The goal isn’t more knowledge in your head but a transformation in your life!


Questions to Consider

Am I allowing God to transform my real life?

What progress would I like to see in my spiritual growth one year from now?

What can I start doing today to work toward that goal?


Prayer to Pray 
Lord, I offer every part of myself to You completely. I want You to transform me from the 
inside out, so that I can become more like Jesus. As David said, “search my heart”, show me 
where I need to change and help me to do so.



DAY 10: LET GO OF 
THE BAGGAGE

Verses to Read

• Hebrews 12:1-3

• Matthew 11:28-30

• Philippians 3:12-14

Point to Ponder 
Can you imagine trying to live your life carrying around two full suitcases? Everywhere you 
go, everyone you interact with, lugging your baggage everywhere. In the shower. Out to 
dinner. To the office. Sure, you’d be able to survive, but how miserable would your life be?

Did you know that every single one of us is carrying around baggage? Not literal baggage, 
but emotional baggage, relational baggage, spiritual baggage. We all have bad habits, we all 
have defense mechanisms, we all have past experiences that shape the way we live our 
lives and treat other people, and if we don’t deal with and release our baggage we’ll never 
become the people God wants us to be.

That might sound hard, but it’s actually good news. God is not asking you to try to become 
some kind of perfect, super-hero version of yourself—He’s simply asking you to let go of the 
baggage that’s keeping you from becoming the person He already made you to be! It’s not 
about trying harder to be perfect. It’s about dealing with your baggage so that you can be 
who God made you to be.

Can you imagine living your life free from your past? Free from the bitterness, the 
resentment, the unforgiveness, the selfishness, the fear of rejection? What could you 
accomplish if you were finally free? God already knows what you’re capable of—that’s why 
He wants you free so badly.


Questions to Consider

What is the baggage I’m carrying around right now?

What step do I need to take to set it down and find freedom from my past?


Prayer to Pray 
Lord, You said that “who the Son sets free is free indeed.” I want to be free from my past and 
all the baggage that’s keeping me from becoming more like You. Help me to identify the 
things I’m holding on to that I need to let go of and give me the courage to do it.



DAY 11: WHO KNOWS 
YOUR STORY?

Verses to Read

• James 5:16

• Proverbs 17:17

• Jeremiah 17:9

• Proverbs 27:6

Point to Ponder 
Every one of us has issues. If you don’t think you have any issues, that’s an issue!

Another word to describe our issues is sin. Sin is not breaking some arbitrary set of rules. 
Sin is a destructive action of the self against itself. The good news is 1 John 1:9 says, “If we 
confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us, and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” But confessing your sins to God is only one step. What do you do if that 
sin happens again and again?

If you’re the only one who knows your issues, you’re in trouble. When it comes to 
relationships, we all have four basic levels of access to us.


1. We each have a public persona—things everyone sees. 

2. We each have masks—things only we see. 

3. We each have blind spots—things we can’t see. 

4. We each have unreached potential—things only God sees. 


Many of us try to keep our relationships in that first category. We only let people know what 
we want them to know. But God has so much more for us than that! Until you have 
someone in your life who you’re comfortable taking the mask off with, you’ll never have 
anyone who can recognize your blind spots. And until you have someone who has 
permission to tell you your blind spots, you’ll never reach your full potential.

Some have said, you’re only as sick as your secrets. Do you have a spiritually mature 
person in your life who knows your story, your struggle, and your secrets? Are you in a small 
group? There’s freedom and amazing potential on the other side of confession. Would you 
take a step to find that person? Very likely, God will provide someone you have access to 
right now.


Questions to Consider

Am I intentionally pursuing relationships with spiritually mature people with whom I can 
share my story, struggle, and secrets?

Am I regularly in a small group?


Prayer to Pray 
God, lead me not into temptation. I want to reach my full potential and I know You can help 
me. Help me find relationships that strengthen my faith. Help me to build trust with others so 
I can strengthen their faith. Give me wisdom as I seek out the right people to remove my 
masks and give access to my blind spots.



DAY 12: DISCOVER 
YOUR PURPOSE

Verses to Read

• Isaiah 60:1

• John 14:2

• Jeremiah 29:11

• 1 Corinthians 14:1

Point to Ponder 
There is no such thing as an accident with God. Your parents may not have planned for you, 
but God did. It may be hard to comprehend, but Ephesians 1 says God chose you before 
the foundations of the world. You are not an accident. You were created by God for an 
eternal purpose.

Ephesians 2:10 says you are “God’s workmanship created in Christ Jesus for good works.” 
The original word used for “workmanship” in that verse had a connotation of something 
“custom designed by a master craftsman.” God sees you with all of the potential He put 
inside you.

Discovering your purpose is not about you working to become something you’re not. 
Discovering your purpose is about removing the obstacles that are keeping you from who 
you really are! When you begin to see yourself the way God sees you and understand the 
unique gifts, personality, and passions He put inside of you, you will start to see the path to 
your purpose.

Sadly, most of us live far beneath our potential. Most people go through life without taking 
the time to find out why God made them. Do you know your purpose?


Questions to Consider

Do I know my spiritual gift?

What can I do today to begin pursuing God’s purpose for my life more?


Prayer to Pray 
Lord, I thank You for choosing me for an eternal purpose. Help me to understand that 
purpose more fully. Help me to overcome the obstacles that are keeping me from being who 
I really am, the person You created me to be. Lead me to that higher purpose, I pray.



DAY 13: HE KNOWS 
YOU

Verses to Read

• Psalm 139

Point to Ponder 
Your value in God’s eyes started before you were physically born. You were on His mind and 
in His heart even before He laid the foundation of the world!

The Creator of the universe, who put the stars in their place and even calls them by name, 
has counted the very hairs on your head. He knows you!

Although many children are unplanned by their parents, they are never unplanned by God. 
God’s purpose took into account human error, and even sin. You were divinely chosen, 
created with a purpose, and it’s no coincidence that you’re alive in this moment—right here, 
right now. You are not an accident!

God not only planned on you but He reveals your immeasurable value by the price He paid 
for you! This price for your salvation was fixed before you knew you needed a Savior. But 
God didn’t just save you from something, He saved you for something.

We often ask what our lives will be like in Heaven. Yet in Heaven, the question will be, “What 
was your life like on earth?” God created you with unique gifts and a divine purpose for this 
day and time.

Mark Twain said it this way: “The two most important days in your life are the day you are 
born and the day you find out why.”


Questions to Consider

Do I believe that there is a divine plan for my life?

Am I pursuing God’s plan for my life?


Prayer to Pray 
Lord, I’m amazed at the infinite details of all of Your creation. Your Word says that I am 
fearfully and wonderfully made! Open my eyes to see my purpose and help me to find a 
place where my gifts can be used to make a difference for You!



DAY 14: HEAVEN ON 
MY MIND

Verses to Read

• Psalm 90:12

• Colossians 3:1

• Isaiah 46:3-13

• Isaiah 48:17-22

Point to Ponder 
“God’s plan is eternal, everlasting, for all generations” - Psalm 119:89-91

It’s amazing to think about God’s ultimate plan… the big picture! God says, “My purpose will 
stand, and I will do all that I please,” in Isaiah 46:10. God has a plan, and He is using us to 
fulfill His purpose! He is going to do everything He said He would do!

Isaiah 48:17 says, “I am the Lord your God, who teaches you what is best for you, who 
directs you in the way you should go.” If you listen to the prompting of the Holy Spirit, God 
is leading you and guiding you. Your obedience allows Him to take you further along on your 
journey.

When we work together as believers, it gives us a preview of Heaven. Did you know that we 
will continue to use our spiritual gifts and abilities in Heaven? We start to develop our gifts 
now, while we’re here on earth, but we will only fully understand them and use them in 
eternity. In Heaven, people are still working, doing the will of God. Envision the joy that 
comes from teamwork that accomplishes what God wants to do!

If we find ourselves dissatisfied with life, it’s time to renew our perspective with eternity in 
mind. This is just the beginning of a very long story! And love is the theme— learning to love 
God and love people. As we walk out what God has asked us to do, keep in mind, what 
matters most is not the duration of your life, but the donation of it.


Questions to Consider

How much have I loved my life?

What can I do differently in light of eternity?


Prayer to Pray 
In my life, Lord, be glorified. Remind me of eternity as I go about my day, as I make plans. I 
am willing and obedient, and my answer is yes, even before You ask. I pray that the rest of 
my life would include the best years of my life. Thank You for the people I get to do life with. I 
pray that we would work together to see Your will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven.



DAY 15: KNOW YOUR 
PURPOSE

Verses to Read

• Colossians 1:16

• Ephesians 1:11-12

• Ephesians 4

• 1 Corinthians 3:5

Point to Ponder 
Before an architect designs a building, they take time to consider, “What will it be used for?” 
Likewise, before God created you, He had a plan for you, and then He shaped you for that 
purpose! You are custom-designed to do exactly what God had in mind when He formed 
you. Have you ever asked God what He created you for?

God created you with a unique set of gifts and abilities to accomplish a specific purpose, 
and the purpose of your life fits into a much bigger design for eternity. Your spiritual gifts 
were not given to you only for your benefit, but for the benefit of others also! Think about 
that. As we each step out in faith and use the gifts God’s given us, we accomplish more 
together than we ever could alone.

God has a place for you to use your gifts—it’s just up to you to find that place. Your greatest 
fulfillment is connected to discovering your gifts and using them well! A strong sense of joy 
should confirm that you’re in your sweet spot.

Another way we know that we are in the right place is the confirmation we get from other 
people. When other people recognize our gifts, it brings them to life in a new way and builds 
our confidence. As you take time to discover your gifts, remember that your words have 
power to call out the gifts of others also. One of the most powerful things you can do for a 
person is say, “I see ______ in you!” Take every opportunity to speak words of life and 
encouragement to others, reminding them that God is using them!


Questions to Consider

What gifts has God given me?

What abilities do I have that can benefit others?

Whose gifts do I benefit from?

Where have I seen fruit in my life that other people have confirmed?


Prayer to Pray 
God, I pray that You would open my eyes to see myself the way You see me. I pray that I 
would use my gifts to benefit others. I pray that every word out of my mouth would be a 
word of life and encouragement. I ask You to confirm what You’ve called me to do, as I step 
out in faith.



DAY 16: WE ARE 
GOD’S HANDIWORK

Verses to Read

• Jeremiah 1:5

• Psalm 85:13

• Psalm 139:13-16

• Luke 11:33

Point to Ponder 
What do you see when you look in the mirror? Do the words masterpiece, magnificent, and 
work of art come to mind? Those are the very words that the Creator of the universe chose 
to define you by. When He looks at you, He sees His Mona Lisa. When He thinks of you, He 
smiles with delight. You are His handiwork, His workmanship, His masterpiece.

God Himself made you who you are and gave you a new life in Christ Jesus—long ago He 
planned that you should spend your life doing good works and helping others. At each turn 
of your journey here on earth, He is creating, changing, making you into His great work of 
art.

This change comes about in two ways— His love and your expression of His love through 
good works. His transforming love is embodied in Christ and always meets you right where 
you are. Once you receive Christ, His love puts you on the path to your specific purpose.

The masterpiece God is turning you into comes to life in all its beauty through your good 
works. Not even God would create a work of art to keep locked away—His intention for you 
is to be a light in the world, a reflection of the very love that made you who you are. He 
knows everything about you—your talents, your flaws, your spiritual gifts—and He knows 
exactly how you can use them in your everyday life. He has already done the hard work of 
orchestrating your life. All you have to do now is follow.


Questions to Consider

How can I begin to see myself the way God sees me?

Am I letting God use me as a light to the world around me?


Prayer to Pray 
Lord, Your Word says that I am Your masterpiece, but sometimes I have a hard time seeing 
myself as You see me. I pray that as You transform me with Your great love, You would 
transform the way I see myself. I surrender my life to You. Reveal to me my gifts and talents 
so that I might do good works and follow Your path.



DAY 17: HE SAVED 
YOU FOR SOMETHING

Verses to Read

• 1 Peter 4:10

• 1 Corinthians 12

• Matthew 20:28

Point to Ponder 
God didn’t just save you from something, He saved you for something. God has an 
assignment for you. Let that sink in for a moment.

Most people think that God is only interested in using preachers, pastors, or missionaries to 
do His work, but the truth is that He wants to use each of us to advance His kingdom. God 
never saves anyone without also putting them to work. Now maybe that sounds a little 
intimidating to you. Maybe you feel like you’re a little (or a lot!) unqualified to do God’s work 
because you don’t have any ministry experience. But the good news is that God always 
equips each of us with spiritual gifts to do whatever He’s asked us to do.

“God has given each of you a gift from His great variety of spiritual gifts. Use them well to 
serve one another.” 1 Peter 4:10

God takes your past experiences, your personality, and your passions and infuses them with 
His spirit to empower you to do something great for His kingdom. But while every follower of 
Christ has been given spiritual gifts, not all use them well. In fact, the majority of American 
Christians will never even pop the hood to see what gifts God has put inside them. They’ll 
go their entire lives and never contribute to the work of God in a meaningful way. What a 
shame!

Let’s determine to be the kind of people who don’t waste the gifts that God has given us, 
but rather, let’s use them well.


Questions to Consider

Have I identified my spiritual gifts so that I can develop them?

Am I currently using them well? If not, what can I do to begin to put them to good use?


Prayer to Pray 
Father, thank You for entrusting me with Your precious spiritual gifts. I don’t want to waste 
them, so help me to identify them accurately so that I can use them well for Your service. I 
don’t just want to be a consumer in Your kingdom, but rather a contributor. Thank You for 
including me in Your work—there is no thrill like being used by You!



DAY 18: SIGNIFICANCE
Verses to Read

• Matthew 10:42

• Matthew 10:30

Point to Ponder 
We live in the age of information. We keep track of everything. Quarterback sacks. Stock 
indexes. Temperatures. Rain forest acreage. Murder rates. National debt.

Humans are not the first to engage in the recording of the little things. Christ reveals that our 
Heavenly Father keeps track of things so small that we cannot possibly imagine their 
significance.

Matthew 10:30 says, “But the very hairs of your head are all numbered.” This statement 
reveals two very important things about God. First, He is omniscient or all-knowing. He is 
immediately aware of every aspect of the created universe—past, present, and future. 
Second, He is a loving and caring God. He takes account of the smallest, most insignificant 
things in our lives. Why? Because we all matter. Every one of us!

You won’t receive this attention from the world around you—only the big and powerful count 
there. Though we know this, we all still crave significance. Nobody really wants to be a 
nobody. We want to matter. We want someone to notice.

Here is the reality—no human being or group of human beings can give us the significance 
we crave. When we live for the praise of people, we always have to have more.

Christ frees us to please Him. We learn to play to an audience of one. And when we 
understand His care and omniscience, we understand the significance of giving a cup of 
cold water to the least of His followers.


Questions to Consider

How much of my actions are influenced by what others will think of me?

What is one thing I would do differently if God’s opinion was truly the only opinion that 
mattered to me?


Prayer to Pray 
Lord, thank You for caring about me individually. You know me personally, better than I even 
know myself and You love me unconditionally. Help me to orient my life around things that 
are significant to You and to Your purpose. I pray that the love You have for me would spill 
over into every small thing I do. Thank You for choosing me to carry out Your purpose on 
earth, especially in the small things.



DAY 19: GOD IS YOUR 
SOURCE

Verses to Read

• 2 Corinthians 9:6-15

• Matthew 22:36-40

• Proverbs 3:5-10

Point to Ponder 
Misplaced trust and misaligned perspective can cause us to be fearful when it comes to our 
possessions. We naturally make decisions based on self-preservation when it comes to our 
stuff. Picture a toddler who becomes very protective of his toys when another child comes 
into his room. The word “mine” can quickly become the word of the day!

We shrink back when it comes to generosity because we’re natural-born takers. Yet, the 
more we grow in our relationship with our Heavenly Father, the more open-handed we can 
become. We begin to see things from the right perspective. We begin to see that the Father 
is our source for everything that we have!

Our gifts and abilities, wisdom, finances, our physical bodies, and each breath that we take
—it’s all from God. God is not our channel... He is our source!

Jesus was the perfect example of this—He knew everything that He had on earth came from 
the Father. He even said in John 5:30, “I can do nothing on My own... I carry out the will of 
the One who sent Me, not My own will.”

Jesus knew that God was His source for everything! His unshakable trust and His perfect 
perspective is why, even when it came to Jesus laying down His own life, He said to His 
Father, “Not My will, but Your will be done.”

The more we see God as our source, the more open–handed and generous we become with 
what He has given us! There’s no need to fear anything God asks us to give because we can 
be sure of His character. He’s not a taker. He’s a giver! He is love... and love can’t be love 
without giving! Our generosity reveals the perspective we have of our Heavenly Father.


Questions to Consider

Do I see God as just a channel in my life or do I see Him as my source?

Are there areas in my life where I know God is asking me to trust Him?


Prayer to Pray 
Heavenly Father, I believe You are my source for everything! Every breath I take is a gift from 
You. Help me to see the areas in my life that I need to completely trust You with! I ask You for 
wisdom and boldness to take the steps to honor You with what You’ve put into my hands.



DAY 20: WE ARE NOT 
MERELY HUMAN

Verses to Read

• Matthew 10:16

• 1 Corinthians 2:4

• 1 John 4:4

Point to Ponder 
Matthew 10:16 says, “Behold I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves...” What a 
comfort! We are called to present the message of Christ but we are to go as sheep to a 
world of wolves! How does Christ expect us to survive? The answer is quite simple. He did 
not ask us to go alone. When we go, we go with our Shepherd! Sheep by themselves are 
vulnerable and defenseless, but sheep with a capable shepherd have nothing to fear.

We do not realize the greatness of the spiritual power that resides within us. We assume that 
we are ordinary people, but God says that we are not ordinary people.

We are more than “merely human.” We are sheep with a living Shepherd inside us. We have 
a much greater impact than what we realize!

Those we share Christ with may push back with ridicule or self-justification but they have no 
defense against the Holy Spirit who convicts them. Some of the most resistant people to the 
message of Christ ultimately became His greatest followers!

The next time you share your faith, remember that the Shepherd is in you. You are not a 
mere human!


Questions to Consider

Do I see myself as just an ordinary person or as a carrier of the great spiritual power that is 
Christ in me?

God has empowered me to make a difference in the lives of those around me — is there 
anything keeping me from boldly using the power He’s given me?


Prayer to Pray 
Lord, thank You for the power that I have through You! Help me to be bold and to remember 
that You are always with me when I share Your love with those I interact with every day. I pray 
that the Holy Spirit would guide me to encounter people who need Your love in their lives so 
that I can be Your hands and feet.



DAY 21: EVERYONE, 
EVERYWHERE

Verses to Read

• Mark 16:15

• Romans 2:4

Point to Ponder 
The vast majority of believers never share their faith with another person. Many simply don’t 
know where to begin. Others feel completely inadequate. Some are afraid of a possible 
confrontation or ridicule. No matter the excuse, we are all responsible for telling the story of 
Christ.

The first thing we need to realize is that our message is good news! We shy away from our 
task as if we had to present a death notification. Nothing could be more untrue. We have 
been assigned to the task of telling others that God loves them, that He offers forgiveness 
for their sins, and that they have the opportunity to live forever.

The second thing we must know is that God provides opportunities to share with people. 
Every person who comes to Christ is first influenced in some way or another by a 
messenger. Show kindness to your neighbors, co-workers, and even strangers when the 
opportunity presents itself. Remember that it is the goodness of God that leads people to 
repentance.

Finally, the third thing is that we should pray for God to prepare the people we plan to talk 
to. Some will experience disillusionment or go through a tragedy. It’s not that God sends 
these—He doesn’t—but He permits people to experience the results of their choices.

1-2-3. Sharing your faith is not as hard as you think.


Questions to Consider

Have I accepted the call from God to share His love with others?

Who is someone in my life who needs to know about the love of Go that I could tell?


Prayer to Pray 
Lord, thank You for entrusting me with the task of telling others about Your goodness. You 
have changed my life, but I know You don’t want that life change to stop with me. You want 
me to grow because You love me, but You need me to grow because You love everyone. 
Help me to be bold and to trust that You are the one who does the hard work, and all I need 
to do is be who You made me to be.



DAY 22: WHAT’S NEXT?
Point to Ponder 
WHAT'S NEXT 
It’s day 22 and beyond. We encourage you to keep going! Don’t stop here. Continue the 
habit of putting God first in your life. Keep a consistent time with God. Here are a couple of 
recommended next steps.


JOIN A SMALL GROUP 
Our fall small group semester begins soon. Find a group that fits your schedule and sign up!


FIND A DAILY READING PLAN 
Download the YouVersion Bible app and find a daily reading plan that works for you. If 
you’re not sure where to start, we’ve provided a few great options you can pick from. If you 
prefer a hard copy, local Christian bookstores have several great devotionals or one-year 
Bible plans that could work for you.


YOUVERSION DAILY READING PLANS 
The One Year Bible (365 days) 
Experience the insights and joy gained from reading the entire Bible. You can do it in as little 
as 15 minutes a day with The One Year Bible, the world’s most popular annual Bible reading 
plan. Daily readings from the Old Testament, New Testament, Psalms, and Proverbs will 
guide you through God’s Word in one year.

Rick Warren’s Daily Devotional (365 days)  
Do you know what God created you for? Do you know God’s destiny for your life? These 
devotionals by Rick Warren will help you get to where God wants you to go spiritually, 
financially, emotionally, relationally, and physically. They offer practical steps for reaching the 
goals God has for you as you follow Jesus into your destiny.

Soul Detox - Craig Groeschel (35 days) 
This 35-day plan will help you identify what’s chipping away at your soul, and what’s getting 
in the way of you becoming the person who God created you to be. You will learn from 
God’s Word how you can neutralize these damaging influences and embrace clean living for 
your soul.

30 Days to Greater Faith - Christine Caine (30 days) 
It’s time to go deeper, further, higher. It’s time to take your faith to a new level. World-
renowned speaker, author, and founder of the A21 Campaign, Christine Caine invites you to 
join her for a 30-day Bible study and journey to greater faith.

Life’s Healing Choices - Rick Warren (25 days) 
Join Pastor Rick for this series of broadcasts on “Life’s Healing Choices” as he walked 
through the Beatitudes from Matthew 5, which are the eight steps to physical, emotional, 
social, financial, and personal health.


Prayer to Pray 
Lord, thank You for bringing me closer to You through each day of this challenge. Help me to 
identify and take the next steps that You have for me so I can continue growing in You.


