
CYT Bible Study MJ 501 
WEEK #9 

           The Israeli-Arab Conflict 
 
I. Complexity vs reductionism: 
 A. Reductionism: tendency to overly simplify a complex situtaion.   
  
 B. 2 sides:  

 1. Advocates for Israel -historical and political reality  
  that favors Israel ; ignoring needs of Palestinians.  
  
  2. Palestinian side presents Israel as absolute villain,  
  resembling Nazi propaganda of the 1930’s.  
  
 C. God’s perspective must reign at all times (Josh. 5:13-14); He is completely right.   
 Yeshua’s followers: view history through Scripture, (regardless of who appears right  
 or wrong)  
 
II.  Essential elements of conflict: 
 
 A. Whose land is it ?   
 B. What happens to the Palestinian refugees?  two basic facts: 
 
  1. Approximately the same number of Jewish refugees from the Arab countries  
  were forced to flee into Israeli society. (They were “natives” to middle east)  
 
  2. Palestinian refugees denied basic rights in most Arab countries  
  to which they fled – still true today 
  

Kennedy then raised the issue of the Palestinian Arab refugees. The premier said that Nasser, 
despite his grandiloquent pronouncements on their behalf, did not really care what happened to 
them.  
 
The Israeli position all along was that the refugees should be resettled and absorbed in 
Egyptian-occupied Gaza, the Jordanian-occupied West Bank, and Lebanon.   
 
JFK responded by requesting that Israel take back a token number of refugees, a move that 
would help the U.S. in its effort to mediate between the parties. Ben-Gurion predicted that the 
initiative would fail, to which Kennedy replied that Washington would rather see the onus of 
rejectionism rest on the Arabs. Agreeing then that the experiment was "worth trying," Ben-
Gurion told the press afterward that he and JFK  agreed on an initiative. 
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 C.  What does “peace ” look like ? 
 
  1. “Shalom” more than “cessation of violence, (hamas in Hebrew means 
   “violence”; in Arabic it is an acronym meaning “Islamic Resistance Movement”). 
 
  2. Basic definition of “shalom” is “completion”  
 
  3. For Israel, peace includes establishment of diplomatic relations with  
  regional economic cooperation.  
 
III. Biblical Data in the OT Regarding the land (Review): 
 

A. Abrahamic Covenant : unconditional, eternal commitment beween God and 
 descendents of Abraham.  
 

1. Promise of the land by God to Abraham’s descendents. 
 

2.  Specific boundaries: territory lying between the Euphrates and the River of 
Egypt, a small Wadi in the Sinai Peninsula (Gen. 15:18-19; Josh. 1:3-4).   

 
That seems to be the land itself plus an area under Israel’s sphere of 
influence.  Those borders were attained under David and Solomon. There was 
a lesser set of boundaries consistent with modern-day Israel (Deut. 34:1-4.)  
 

  3. Deed to the land given to Abraham’s descendents in perpetuity  
 

B. Who inherits Abraham’s blessings ? 
 

1. Isaac: inheritor of the Covenant (Gen. 17:19,21) 
 

2. Ishmael inherited non-covenant blessings (Gen. 17:18, 20) 
 

3. The Abrahamic covenant re-affirmed with Isaac (Gen. 26:3-5)  
  and Jacob (Gen. 28:13-15) reiterated with them: children, land, blessings. 
 

4. The Arab population in Israel can be viewed as “aliens”  
in the land as was the case for other non-Israelite populations in the land 
during Biblical times  
 

a. Philistines in NO WAY connected to the Palestinians— 
(they were a “sea people,” related to the Phoenicians, who migrated 
to Israel from the Aegean Sea. 
   

b. “Palestine,” the name for Israel during most of the past 2,000  
years derived from the Roman’s name for the Philistines.   
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c. In addition to the land, God promised Abraham’s descendents 

protection from annihilation (Gen. 12:3; Zech. 2:8).  
 

1. When God’s people delved into consistent and vile idolatry,  
God allowed a partial destruction of Israel (e.g. Isa. 6:13).  
  

a. For Israel, God’s judgment always stopped short of 
total destruction because His purpose was discipline. 
 

b. For the pagan nations, God’s judgment was 
qualitatively different: total destruction  
 

2. Those who rise up to obliterate Israel will be obliterated 
 themselves (Isa. 10:5-7;12-16;20-26). 

 
IV. The Biblical data in the NT:   
 

A. The New Covenant w/Israel hasn’t  been abolished 
 
 B.The parousia (Yeshua’s second coming)  Scripturally takes place in the Land  
 (Mt. 23:39; Zech. 14:4) 
 
V. A Brief History of the conflict: 
 

A. Presence of Arabs:  
 

1. Biblical times- Arabs lived as nomads on the periphery of the land ( 
Neh. 2:19; 6:1).  Outside Israel, Arab populations lived a settled life.   
Jewish people predated Arabs in the land by 2,000 yrs.  
  

2. Significant migration of Arabs took place as Islam conquered Middle East  
(7th century on) 
 

3. Arabs in the land were not recognized as an ethnic entity such as “ 
Palestinians” until recently (1960’s on).   

 
B. A small remnant of Jewish people lived continuously in the land  

during the past 2,000 years. 
 

1. 1st wave of significant immigration in 1880’s in response to severe  
persecution in Eastern Europe.  
 

2. Settlement of the land took place through purchase of the land from  
absentee Arab land owners. Current narrative disputes this. 
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3. Chaim Weitzman : Jewish chemist devised a new way to synthesize acetone, 

 needed for cordite (replacement for gun powder) for the British in WWI.  
  

4. Result- he connected with Lord Balfour, the British Foreign Secretary. 
 
  Balfour issued a declaration on behalf of the British government, expressing 
support for the establishment of a Jewish homeland in Palestine (1918). 

 
C. Key factors leading to the conflict: 

 
1. The colonial powers (British and French) determined geographical  

boundaries based on their own interests, rather than the nations they 
governed. 
  

a. Secret Sykes-Picot Agreement in 1916-17 
 

b. The Balfour Declaration and the Britsh Mandate of Palestine was 
    confirmed in the San Remo Conference in 1920.  
  

2. The British changed their policy in the 1920’s and 1930’s and became    
pro Arab, severely restricting Jewish immigration. 
   

  3. Key Arab religious leader, Amin Al-Husseini, the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem,  
  actively worked to incite anti-Semitic violence which broke out periodically.   
 

  The Grand Mufti was actively supported by Hitler.  
  It is intriguing that he is Yasser Arafat’s grandfather.  
  

5. Arab governments told the local Arab population to flee in order to provide 
 greater strategic ease in defeating the Jews.  
 

6. Haganah forced Arabs from their lands where the Arab population was hostile 
during the War of Independence (e.g. Bab El Wad=the bottleneck in the road 
from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem).   

 
VI. Hindrances to a resolution of the conflict: 
 

A. Israeli side: a fortress mentality which colors Israeli thinking – 
“If the Arabs lay down their arms, there will be peace; If the Jews lay down their 
arms, there will be no Jews” 
.   

B. Arab side: radicalization and increase in fundamentalist Islam among  
Palestinians.  Jihadist mentality: compromise is an absolute defeat.   
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C. On God’s side, there are no hindrances.   

 
ISAIAH PREDICTS A TIME IN THE FUTURE WHEN ISRAEL, EGYPT AND ASSYRIA (MODERN-DAY 
IRAQ/SYRIA) WILL WORSHIP GOD TOGETHER (ISA. 19:15-25).   
 

1. According to God’s program, Reconciliation is not an option.   
It is an imperative (II Cor. 5:17-21). 
  

Most MJ leaders in the land of Israel are committed to reconciliation and fellowship  
with Arab believers.  A group of key Arab and Jewish leaders meet on a yearly prayer and 
fellowship retreat in the desert.  
  

2. Forgiveness and relinquishing hate is a necessity (Mt. 18:21-35; Eph. 4:25-
32). 

3. Reconciliation between the Sons of Isaac and the Sons of Ishmael is 
available through Yeshua  (Eph. 2:11-14). 

 
Exegetical study: Ezek. 36:24-30; 37:1-14; Zech. 12:10 
 
 
 
 
 

 


