
CYT Bible Study, MJ 501: 
WEEK 7: HOLOCAUST & THEODICY 

 
I. THE HOLOCAUST: Overview 
 
        A. Definition of terms:  
  
 1. Holocaust: Greek, ‘olokaustoß “a thorough destruction especially by fire,”;  
   “burnt offering”  
 
 2. Sho’ah=Hebrew “destruction, catastrophe,”: more acceptable term  
 
        B. Uniqueness of the Holocaust: 
  

1. Other 20th century genocides: Armenians by the Turks; Cambodians by Khamer    
Rouge; civil war in Rwanda; Muslims by Serbs in Bosnia; Christians and tribal Muslims 
by Arab militias in Darfur.  
  

 2. Holocaust stands alone : deliberate and systematic (“scientific”) extermination  
 by the Nazis.  It was part of Hitler’s agenda to transform Europe  
 “Judein rein,” (free/clean of Jews).  
 

There ‘is still no other genocide that compares to the Holocaust, neither in ists intensity of evil 
nor in the pain of individuals made to suffer precisely because they were a specific group of 
people, not in the ghastly scope of its cruel ambitions, not in the combination of twisted ideas 
and wicked actions that, for a time threathened to engulf our entire world.  The Holocaust was 
unique in its scope, magnitude and methodology.  It was the most systematic, merciless and 
effective mass murder in human history, a disaster of enormous proportions that we are only 
now beginning to grasp.  This fact is what makes this event so much more malignant that many 
of the other genocides,’”  
 
(Jer. Post, Apr. 9-15, 2010.  Judy Siegel-Itzkovich.  “Inherited Nightmares: A new book 
examines how Holocaust trauma can haunt even the grandchildren of survivors”).   
Yad Vashem scholar Prof. Yehuda Bauer 

 
         C. Personal Reflections: as a son & a Jew 
  
 1. Schindler’s List, trip to Auschwitz 
 
 2. Epitome of the history of persecution; proof of latent anti-semitism in “Christian” 
      countries.   
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II. BASIC FACTS OF THE HOLOCAUST (1939-1945): 
  
 A. Nazis kept meticulous records: verified 5.6-6.1 million  
  17.5 million victims m at Bad Arolsen, Germany; de-classifiied 2006.   
 
However, even without it, the documentation is massive—eyewitnesses, records by the occupied 
countries and statistical documents and photographs kept by the Nazis. 
 
 B. Distribution: majority were Russian or Polish: 4.5 million Jews murdered.   
Of the 3 million Jewish people in Poland in 1939, today there are only 21,000 today.   
 

 C. The methods of extermination: machine gunning victims and burying them en mass  
             (e.g. Babi Yar, Sept. 29-30, 34,000);  
 Birkenau : gassed with Zyklon B-cyanide-based insecticide  
 
 D.  Other ethnic/specific groups: Roma [Gypsies], political dissidents, Poles, Russians, 
       various religious groups, homosexuals  
The total murdered by the Nazis was approximately 10 million civilians and 4 million POW’s.  

 
III.  UNDERSTANDING THE UNFATHOMABLE: 

A. Germany from 1880-1933 
 

1. Germany was the flower of European culture in the arts, sciences,  
philosophy and theology (e.g. BAGD, BDB are the key lexicons in NT/OT).  
  

2. A spiritual implosion took place in Germany’s churches and seminaries under 
 the influence of Higher Criticism.  The majority of German churches 
welcomed Hitler with open arms (e.g. Lutzer). 
    

3. Emergence of 19th century racial theories: Houston Steward Chamberlain.   
Pan-German theories of racial superiority, adopted by Hitler.  Jews -unter-
menschen (sub-human). 
 

4. 1920’s Weimar Republic : socio-economic fabric of Germany frayed by 
 reparations imposed by WW1; affluent Jews were scape goats.   

 
 B. GOD’S JUDGMENT (discussed earlier, “Christian” anti-Semitism) 
 
  1. Not punishment for deicide (Jn. 15:12)   
 
  2. God’s covenant protection withdrawn, for a time ? (Lev. 26:14-40) 
 

  Minority opinions:  (rabbinic) God’s punishment for Israel for desecrating the 
             Shabbat; R. Shmuley Boteach) 6 million a sacrifice to atone for sins of the Gentiles  
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C. Outpouring of Demonic Fury 

   
1. Holocaust can be described, but NOT FULLY EXPLAINED:  

humanity stirred up by a massive outpouring of demonic fury (Rev. 16:9-11; 
20:7-10) 
 

  2. Satan’s commitment to destroy Israel (Dan. 10,12) 
 
  3. God allows people to pursue evil (Rom. 1:28-32) 
 

D. Theodicy 
 

1. Definition:  human attempt at understanding God’s justice (Rom. 9:19-23) 
 

2. No final, complete answer , “Why does God allow good people to suffer?”  
(e.g. Job. 40:1-41:34; 42:1,7 vs. Kushner, “Why bad things happen…”). 

 
E. Practical applications:  
 
             1. Believers need to comfort Israel, especially survivors (Isa. 40:1).   
 

2. Believers need to be introduced to the Jew who suffered the most on  
behalf of others (Isa. 53:3-5)  
 

   The ancient rabbis called this person The Leper Messiah.   
   The writer of Hebrews amplifies this (Heb. 2:15-17) 
  

3. “The White Crucifixion” 1939, Marc Chagal: depicts Yeshua as the epitome  
of Jewish suffering.   
 

4. Believers need to take a decisive stand against Holocaust deniers/anti-
Semitsm in general.   
 

5.  Believers need to share the “Pearl of Great Price”  
with Jewish people (Rom. 1:16) 
 

 
THOUGHT QUESTIONS 
 1. Does Zionism have a Biblical basis ?  
 2. Is there a connection between the Holocaust and the State of Israel ? 
 3. Who is “right” in the Arab-Israeli conflict ? 
 
Reading Assignment: Ellison pp. 38-52; 65-130   Exegetical study: Gen. 15:17-19 


