
CYT Bible Study 
NOTES TO MJ 501   

WEEK #12- final class 
    

Interacting with Jewish objections to Yeshua 
 

I. WHERE DO WE BEGIN:  
 
              A. Introduction:  
 
  1. Apologia—giving a reasonable defense to serious seekers (I Pet. 3:15) 
 
    2. Tailoring Gospel to specific “audience”  
 
  a. Jewish (Acts Acts 13:16-47)  
 
  b. Rank pagan (14:11-12)—Lystra, where primitive religion flourished;  
 
  c. Liberal pagan in Athens (Acts 17:16-21)—sophisticated idol worship;  
 
  d. Diana cult/occult (Acts 19:19, 35) in Ephesus).   
 
  3. Addressing hostile opposition (I Cor. 4:13; Col. 4:6) 
 

            4. Imperative: share Good News of Yeshua not conservative values  
             (Rom. 1:16; I Cor. 15:1-3) 
 

    5 Objective truth, based on the standard of the Word of God  
                             vs. subjective reality that is individually based (Acts 4:2).  
 
    6. Historical baggage precludes open minded view of Yeshua,  
                                Average Jewish person has an ABY approach (Anything But Yeshua). 
   
    7. Spiritually-minded Jewish people often inclined toward  
                                 New Age and Eastern mysticism (meditation, re-incarnation, etc.) 
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  8. Kabbalah is a major draw for the spiritually-sensitive Jewish seeker. 
   
  a. Follows basic mystical tradition defined by  
                                       man seeking God, rather than God revealing himself to man 
 
  b.  Not about celebrities such as Madonna seeking spiritual fads.  
  
  c. Resembles Gnosticism—special information needed for knowledge of God 
                                      (10 sfirot instead of aeons).  
  
  d. Mystical interpretation of Scripture (Ezekiel’s wheel within wheel), incantations 
 
 B. Some key objections to Yeshua (Michael Brown’s, Jewish Objections to Jesus):  
 
  1. Yeshua’s disciples have proven themselves to be haters of Israel.  
 
  2. Yeshua could not be the Messiah since there is no peace (Isa. 11:1-10). 
 
  3.Messiah is man not God.  Rabbinic Jewish polemics:  
                                      Trinity is idol worship (Avodah Zarah). 
 
  4. Prophecies in Hebrew Bible do not prove Yeshua’s Messiahship:  
 
   a. Isaiah chapter 53 refers to Israel, not a personal Messiah.  
  
   b. Isaiah 7:14 does not speak about virgin birth but about a natural birth, 
                                                 possibly of Hezekiah.  
  
  5. There are many ways to God. Rabbinic Judaism teaches that   
                                       righteous Gentiles have a share in the World to Come (Paradise) 
 
  6. Attacks on NT: 
 
   a. Matthew seems to take passages out of context 
 
   b. Yeshua encouraged anti-family values  
                                                (I came to bring a sword; unless you hate your father & mother…) 
 
   c. Yeshua was a good Jewish rabbi; along came Paul  
                                                 and made him into a god and made Christianity into a new religion,  
                                                 encouraging people to ignore Torah (Torah hostile) 
 

 


