
CYT Bible Study MJ 501 
WEEK #10 

The Messianic Jewish Movement 
 

I. DEFINITION:  
 

 A. Messianic Jewish Movement (MJM) often lumped with other related with various 
  spiritual movements. 
 

1. Hebraic Roots Movement - focused on re-discovering the Hebraic roots of the NT,  
“the Re-Judaization of Jesus,” and seeks to stress Jewish context of Yeshua’s life 
and ministry, and to encourage the Body of Messiah to engage in Torah observance 

.   
2. Our emphasis  (Messianic Jewish Movement) is restoration/renewal movement of 

God among Jewish people, part of his End Time revival (predicted in the prophets), 
not to minimize the role of Gentile Believers whom God has called to come 
alongside us.  (Zech. 12:10; Mt. 23:39) 

 
 B. MJM is re-affirmation of God’s move among 1st century Jewish people (Acts 21:15-26). 
 

1. Consistent with God’s work through a remnant  
(Isa. 7:3; 10:20-22;  Rom. 9:27; 11:5). 
 

  2. A remnant of MJ’s has existed throughout the past 2,000 years.  
 
II. HISTORY OF MJ REMNANT 
 

A. Early Messianic Jews were squeezed from two sides during 2-4th centuries: 
 

1. From the synagogue.   
 

a. Attempts by Jewish community to address the “minim,” sectarians (heretics) 
of all sorts, especially the MJ’s.   
To the 18 Benedictions, a traditional daily prayer was added a 19th 
benediction (or a maladiction) calling down curses on the minim.  
 

b. During Bar Kochba-led rebellion against Rome (132-135 CE), Rabbi Akiva, 
the leading rabbi of the time, anointed Bar Kochba as “King Messiah.”  MJ’s 
rejected that label resulting an irrevocable rift between them and the rest of 
Judaism.  
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2. From the church—there was a drive to define orthodoxy in the face of different  

Heresies, so the church opted to “de-Judaise” Christianity:  
 

a. worship on Shabbat [Saturday] was forbidden 
 

b. celebration of Resurrection was changed from being observed during 
Passover week to the first Sunday after the Spring equinox. 

 
B. 5th -18th  centuries was grim for MJ remnant: 

 
1. MJ’s began to be called Meshumadim, or “Apostates,” during debates the purpose  

of which was to convince the Jewish people of their need to convert.  
  

  2. MJ’s assimilated, lost from the Jewish community within one or two generations.   
 

C. Precursors to the Modern MJ Movement 
 

1. Modern missionary movement expanded to include evangelistic  
outreach to Jews,  convinced that the salvation of Israel was a needed prerequisite 
for the return of the Lord (The London Society for Promoting Christianity Among 
the Jews founded in 1809). 
 

2. MJ individuals and organizations made powerful impact on the work of the Gospel,  
among Jews and others:  
 

a. Individuals:  
    i.Samuel Schereschewsky translated the OT into Mandarin  
 
    ii.Alfred Edersheim wrote, “Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah,  
 
    iii.Leopold Cohen-Hungarian rabbi founded Chosen People Ministries  
    in Brooklyn (1894),  
 
    iv.Bishop Alexander established Christ Church Episcopal Church in  
    Jerusalem in 1839. 
 

b. MJ’s [“Christian Jews”] began to gather together in England in 1814.  
 

c. Hebrew Christian Alliance of America founded in 1916, designed to bring  
          individual MJ’s together. 
 

d. Several MJ congregations formed in USA, Canada and Russia in the 19th  
century and early 20th century. 
 

e. Estimates pre- WWII- 225,000 MJ’s in Europe.  
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II. HISTORY OF THE MJ RENEWAL  (1975-present) : 

 
A. Prelude to the 1960’s and 1970’s renewal: 

   
1. Due to earlier developments, several key pioneers were in place at the beginning of  

the renewal (e.g. Martin Chernoff, Moishe Rosen). 
 

 2. Spiritual vacuum in Judaism, both in the USA and in Israel. Significant portions of  
              younger people dropped out of Judaism, (largely based on tradition and a  
      rationalistic approach to religion.) 
  

3. Spirit of God was poured out on general population in the USA through  
“Jesus People Movement,” spilling over onto young, disaffected Jews.  
  

4. Young Jews came to faith in Yeshua in droves.   
The number of MJ’s after the outpouring of the Spirit in the 60’s-70’s increased by 
at least a factor of 10x.  Estimates of the number of MJ’s ranges from 50,000-1 
million + (a Jewish census taken in 1990). 
 

5.  In 1969, organizations involved in Jewish evangelism came together in a 
conference sponsored by Fellowship of Christian Testimony to the Jews.   
A rabbi from B’nai Brith (a Jewish fraternal organization) addressed the 
conference.  When asked about his opinion about the impression  
MJ’s made on the Jewish Community, he answered by saying that it was 
“na’arishkeit,” (silly, inconsequential).  That is no longer the case. 

 
IV. Establishment of MJM  
 
 A. MJ congregations needed for discipleship of new MJ’s 
 
  1. Theological battle erupted over the validity of these new congregations. 
   
   a.  Conservative Christians (MacArthur) claimed that they were a re-birth of the 
    sin of “Galatianism,” (deciding that observance of the Torah was essential for  
   salvation and building a wall of partition between Jews and Gentiles).  
 

   b.Progressive elements (Fuller Seminary School of World Missions) saw MJ 
                               Movement as need for indigeneity among ethnic believers.  
  

2. How can the Church aid in the development of the new movement ? 
 

a. Priestly role—spiritual support needed for us in the MJM; we are still in  
pioneering phase.  We value intercessory prayer support.  
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b. Prophetic: Paul in Romans 10:19 and 11:11,14 Gentile believers are called 

to provoke Jewish people to jealousy (parazhlow) 
 

   c. The Church can engage in supporting Israel and battling anti-Semitism 
 

B. The role of Gentiles in the MJM 
 

1. Identification does not mean a denial of one’s own identity.  For a Gentile 
 believer identification can only be “Ruth like,” : we are serving the same Messiah 
(Ruth 1:16-17). 
 

2. The valid role for Gentiles in the MJM requires being comfortable  
in one’s own skin (Ps. 139:14) 

 
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
1. How do MJ’s maintain an authentic Yeshua-centered approach (Phi. 3:8-12) ? 

 
2. How does the MJ Movement relate to the rest of the Body of Messiah and to the Jewish community  

(Eph. 2:11-14; Rom. 9-11) 
 
Exegetical Study:  Rom. 1:16; Acts 13:16-47 

 


