
  

Responsive Reading for  
Yom HaSho’ah 

Holocaust Awareness Day 
 
Reader:  My G-d, my G-d, why have You forsaken me? Why  
are You so far from saving Me, so far from the words of My 
groaning? O My G-d, I cry out by day, but You do not answer,  
by night, and am not silent. (Psalm 22:1-2)  

 
All: “This is why I weep and my eyes overflow with tears. No 
one is near to comfort me, no one to restore my spirit. My 
children are destitute because the enemy has prevailed.” Zion 
stretches out her hands, but there is no one to comfort her.  
Adonai has decreed for Jacob that his neighbors become  
his foes; Jerusalem has become an unclean thing among them. 
(Lamentations 1:16-17)  

 
Reader:  I am feeble and utterly crushed; I groan in anguish of 
heart. All my longings lie open before You, O Adonai; my sighing  
is not hidden from You.  My heart pounds, my strength fails me; 
even the light has gone from my eyes. (Psalm 38:8-10) 

 
All:  I well remember them, and my soul is downcast within me.  
Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope: Because of 
Adonai’s great love [chesed] we are not consumed, for His 
compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great  
is Your faithfulness. (Lamentations 3:20-25)  

 
Reader:  I say to myself, “Adonai is my portion; therefore I  
will wait for Him.”  Adonai is good to those whose hope is  
in Him, to the one who seeks Him; it is good to wait quietly for 
the salvation of Adonai. (Lamentations 3:24-26)  

 
All:  I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end He will 
stand upon the earth. And after my skin has been destroyed,  
yet in my flesh I will see G-d; I myself will see Him with my  
own eyes—I, and not another. How my heart yearns within me! 
(Job 19:25-27)  
 
 

 
Reader:  As [Yeshua] approached Jerusalem and saw the city, 
He wept over it...(Luke 19:41) 
 
All: ...[Yeshua] had to be made like His brothers in every way,  
in order that He might become a merciful and faithful high 
priest...Because He Himself suffered when He was tempted,  
He is able to help those who are being tempted. (Heb. 2:17-18) 
 
Reader:  Yet You are enthroned as the Holy One; You are the 
praise of Israel. In You our fathers put their trust; they trusted 
and You delivered them. (Psalm 22:3-4)  
 
All:  Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain?  
The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather 
together against Adonai and against His Anointed One. “Let  
us break their chains,” they say, “and throw off their fetters.”  
(Psalm 2:1-3)  
 
Reader: The One enthroned in heaven laughs; Adonai scoffs  
at them. Then He rebukes them in His anger and terrifies them 
in His wrath, saying, “I have installed My King on Zion, My holy 
hill.” (Psalm 2:4-6) 
 
All:  How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who 
bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, 
who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, “Your G-d reigns!”  
(Isaiah 52:7)  
 
Reader:  Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices; together 
they shout for joy. When Adonai returns to Zion, they will see  
it with their own eyes. Burst into songs of joy together, You  
ruins of Jerusalem, for Adonai has comforted His people, He  
has redeemed Jerusalem. (Isaiah 52:8-9) 
 
All: Adonai will lay bare His holy arm in the sight of all the 
nations, and all the ends of the earth will see the salvation of  
our G-d. (Isaiah 52:10) 
  
Reader: ...all Israel will be saved, as it is written: “The Deliverer 
will come from Zion; He will turn godlessness away from Jacob. 
(Romans 11:26)  


