
Tish'ah B'Av Responsive Reading  
Isaiah 40:1-11; 27-31  

 
Leader:  Comfort, comfort My people, says your G-d.  Speak tenderly to 
Jerusalem and proclaim to her that her hard service has been completed, 
that her sin has been paid for, that she has received from the L-RD’s hand 
double for all her sins.  

All:  A voice of one calling: In the desert prepare the way for the L-RD; 
make straight in the wilderness a highway for our G-d.  
Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the 
rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain.  

Leader:  And the glory of the L-RD will be revealed, and all mankind 
together will see it. For the mouth of the L-RD has spoken.”  

All:  A voice says, “Cry out.” And I said, “What shall I cry?” “All men are 
like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field.  The grass 
withers and the flowers fall, because the breath of the L-RD blows on 
them. Surely the people are grass. The grass withers and the flowers fall, 
but the word of our G-d stands forever.”  

Leader:  You who bring good tidings to Zion, go up on a high mountain. 
You who bring good tidings to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with a shout, 
lift it up, do not be afraid; say to the towns of Judah, “Here is your G-d!”  

All:  See, the Sovereign L-RD comes with power, and His arm rules for 
Him. See, His reward is with Him, and His recompense accompanies Him.  
He tends His flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in His arms and 
carries them close to His heart; He gently leads those that have young.  

Leader:  Why do you say, O Jacob, and complain, O Israel, my way is 
hidden from the L-RD; my cause is disregarded by my G-d”?  Do you not 
know? Have you not heard? The L-RD is the everlasting G-d, the Creator 
of the ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and His 
understanding no one can fathom.  
All:  He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak.  
Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall;  

Leader:  But those who hope in the L-RD will renew their strength. They 
will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary; they will 
walk and not be faint.  

 

Tish'ah B'Av: The Ninth of Av 
Tish'ah B'Av (the 9th day of Av), which is a day of mourning, can serve us as a reminder 
that the L-rd is the Great Restorer. According to Jewish tradition, on Tish’ah B'Av a 
number of calamities happened: 

1) Both Temples were destroyed [586 BCE & 70 CE] 
2) The Romans put down the Bar Kochba rebellion, totally destroyed Jersualem and rebuilt 
it as a pagan city [135-6 CE] 
3) Jewish people were expelled from Spain [1492] 

Observance of Tish'ah B'Av tends to be somber. Services at the traditional synagogue 
include the reciting of Lamentations and mourning dirges, while seated on low stools. It is 
traditional to fast on this day. Yet, out of those ashes comes life. For example, towards the 
end the day, prayers recited speak of the hope of the L-rd rebuilding Jerusalem.  Also, 
tradition teaches that on Tish'ah B'Av, Messiah will be born and when that happens, it will 
become a holiday. On a personal note, we all go through periods of difficulty. Tish’ah B'Av 
can remind us that our G-d is Great and that He can/will bring restoration in needed areas.  
 

Tragic Events Associated with Tish’ah B’Av 

• When Israel accepted the evil report of the 10 spies, the wandering 

generation was forbidden to enter the Promised Land.  [c. 1312 BCE] 

• The First Temple, built during the united monarchy under King Solomon, is 

destroyed by the Babylonians, who invaded the southern kingdom of 

Judah. [586 BCE] 

• The Second Temple was destroyed by the Romans under Titus. [70CE] 

• The revolt led by Bar Kochba was crushed under the Roman Emperor, 

Hadrian. The city of Betar, the Jews’ last stronghold, was captured and 

destroyed. [135 CE] 

• The area around the Temple was plowed under by order of Roman general 

Turmus Rufus. Jerusalem was then rebuilt as a pagan city and renamed 

Aelia Capitolina; Jews were not permitted in the new city. [136CE] 

• First Crusade declared by Pope Urban II. 10,000 Jews killed in first month. 

Crusades bring further death and destruction to thousands of Jews, totally 

obliterating many communities in the Rhineland and France. [1095 CE] 

• Expulsion of Jews from England, accompanied by pogroms and 

confiscation of books and property. [1290 CE] 

• The Spanish inquisition expelled Jewish inhabitants from Spain. [1492 CE] 

• World War I broke out on the eve of Tish’ah B’Av. The German defeat in 

WWI set the stage for WWII; over 400 pogroms immediately followed in 

Hungary, Ukraine, Poland and Russia. [1914 CE] 

• Mass deportation of the Jews from the Warsaw Ghetto to the concentration 

camp at Treblinka began on the eve of Tish’ah B’Av. [1942 CE] 

• The deadly bombing of the Jewish community center in Buenos Aires, 

Argentina, killed 86 and wounded about 300 others. [1994 CE] 


