
  
 

Selichot comes from the Hebrew verb salach, meaning “to forgive.” Selichot are 
a series of penitential prayers, offered during special fasts and especially during 
the days leading up to Rosh HaShanah. They call to mind Israel’s sins and G-d’s 
just punishment of those sins. They also appeal to G-d’s compassionate nature.  
Several times during the Selichot service, G-d’s attributes of mercy are recited 
(from Exodus 34:6-7).  Our responsive reading borrows from and follows some 
of those themes. 
  
Leader: Then the L-RD came down in the cloud and stood there with him and 
proclaimed His name, the L-RD. 
  

All: And He passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The L-RD, the L-RD, the 
compassionate and gracious G-d, slow to anger, abounding in love and 
faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion 
and sin. . .”  
 
Leader: Forgive us, Our Father, because we have sinned. . .for You, Our L-rd, 
are good and forgiving and abundantly kind to all who call upon You. 
 
All: As a father has mercy on his children, so may You, Oh L-RD, have mercy 
upon us.  Salvation is the L-RD’s.  May Your blessing be upon Your people.   
 
Leader: The L-rd of Hosts is with us.  The G-d of Jacob is our fortress.  Oh L-rd  
of Hosts, blessed is the person who trusts in You.  L-rd save us.  
 
All: O G-d, the King who sits on the throne of mercy, who acts with kindness, 
pardons the sins of His people. . . performs acts of generosity with every living 
being—You do not repay them in accordance with their evil.  
   
Leader: Your righteous, anointed king [David] said to You, “Cleanse me from 
hidden sins.” Likewise, we ask, cleanse us Oh L-rd our G-d from all our 
rebellious acts and purify us from our defilement . . . as it is written by your 
prophet [Ezekiel]: “I shall pour pure water upon you and you will be clean.   
I will purify you from your defilements and your abominations.”  
 
All: Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter 
than snow. Create in me a pure heart, O G-d, and renew a steadfast spirit within 
me (Psalm 51:9-10).  
 
Leader: Your name is the ‘Merciful G-d.’ Your name is the ‘Gracious G-d.’ 

 
 
 

 

Oh L-rd, act for the sake of Your Name, act for the sake of Your truth, Your 
covenant, Your greatness and glory; act for the sake of Your power, Your 
holiness and Your righteousness. 
 
All:  Answer us, O L-rd; answer us Our Creator; answer us Our Redeemer; 
answer us Our Faithful G-d, answer us; 
 
Leader: He who answered our father Abraham on Mt. Moriah, may He answer 
us; 
 
All:  He who answered Joseph in prison, may He answer us;  
 
Leader: He who answered Moses at Mt. Sinai, may He answer us; 
 
All: He who answered Daniel in the lion’s pit, may He answer us; 
 
Leader:  He who answered Mordechai and Esther, may He answer us. . . 
 
All:  May those who come to implore You with an embittered soul, find help 
through Your Great Name. 
 
Leader: For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but we have One who has been tempted in every way, just as we 
are—yet was without sin. 
 
All: Let us then approach the Throne of Grace with confidence, so that we may 
receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 
  
Leader:  The L-rd of Hosts is with us.  The G-d of Jacob is our fortress.  Oh L-rd 
of Hosts, blessed is the person who trusts in You.  
 
All: Let us draw near to G-d with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having 
our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience (Hebrews 10:22). 

 
               Leader: Blessed are they who hunger and thirst after righteousness, for 
               they shall they be filled. 
 

All: Your people hunger for Your goodness, thirst for Your kindness and long for 
Your salvation.  May they recognize and know personally that to the L-rd, our  
G-d, belong mercy and forgiveness. 

Responsive Reading for Selichot 


