
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And this day shall become a memorial for you, and you shall 
observe it as a festival to the L-RD, for your generations, as an 
eternal decree... For seven days you shall eat unleavened bread, 
but on the first day you shall remove the leaven from your homes 
…on this very day I will take you out of the land of Egypt…  
(Exodus 12:14-17) 
 
Pesach (Passover) Laws and Customs 
Probably the most significant observance related to Pesach 
involves the removal of chametz (leaven) from our homes. This 
commemorates the fact that the people of Israel were in a hurry as 
they were leaving Egypt and did not have time to let their bread 
rise. (Deuteronomy 16:3) It is also a symbolic way of removing the 
"puffiness" (arrogance, pride) from our souls. (1 Corinthians 5:6-8) 

Chametz includes anything made from the five major grains 
(wheat, rye, barley, oats and spelt) that has not been completely 
cooked within 18 minutes after coming into contact with water.  
All of these items are commonly used to make bread, with yeast, 
thus the use of all of them were prohibited to avoid any confusion.  

Unleavened bread (matzah) is made simply from flour and water 
and cooked very quickly.  

On the first night of Pesach (first two nights for traditional Jews 
outside Israel), we have a special family meal filled with ritual to 
remind us of the significance of the holiday. This meal is called a 

 

 

 

 

 

 

seder , from a Hebrew root word meaning "order," because 
there is a specific set of information that must be discussed in a 
specific order. It is the same root from which we derive the word 
"siddur" , (prayer book). 

Pesach lasts for seven days (eight days outside of Israel). The first 
and last days of the holiday (first two and last two outside of 
Israel) are days on which no work is permitted. Work is permitted 
on the intermediate days, which are called Chol Ha-Mo'ed. 

The text of the Pesach seder is written in a book called the 
Haggadah. The Haggadah tells the story of the Exodus from 
Egypt and explains some of the practices and symbols of the 
holiday.  

“And if your son asks you in the future, saying, ‘What are the 
testimonies, and the statutes, and the judgments, that the L-RD our 
G-d commanded you?’ You will say to your son, ‘We were slaves 
to Pharaoh in Egypt; and the L-RD brought us out of Egypt with a 
mighty hand. The L-RD gave signs and wonders, great and 
harmful, against Egypt, against Pharaoh, and against all his 
household, before our eyes: And He brought us out of there to 
bring us in, to give us the land that He promised our fathers.’ 
(Deuteronomy 6:20-23)  
 


