
  A MESSIANIC NEILAH  
 

The term Neilah means “closing,” referring to the closing of 
the Temple gates as night fell. Since then, it has come to  
mean the concluding service of Yom Kippur and it implies the 
“closing of the gates of heaven, when the sentences passed 
upon human beings [life or death for the coming year] are 
divinely sealed.” 
 

For us, Neilah takes on a different meaning. For us the 24-
hour period of our Yom Kippur observance was precious 
because we devoted ourselves to seeking the L-rd in prayer 
and fasting. We came at His invitation because of this mo’ed 
(appointed season).  It was a time to draw nearer to the L-rd 
and to intercede for those who as yet do not know Him.   
  

Now, as Yom Kippur is concluding, we come in confidence 
that the Heavenly Gates remain open. For us it is not a 
“neilah" in the sense of the locking of the heavenly gates; 
rather, it is a recognition that the heavenly gates remain 
open, 365 days a year. 
    

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with 
our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every 
way, just as we are—yet was without sin. (Hebrews 4:15) 
 
Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so 
that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of 
need. (Hebrews 4:16) 

 

We have no doubt that our atonement is secure—forgiveness 
of sins, cleansing, healing and reconciliation with G-d and 
man.   
 

Let us draw near to G-d with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, 
having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience 
and having our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold 
unswervingly to the hope we profess, for He who promised is faithful. 
(Hebrews 10:22) 

 

We have no doubt that our names have been written in G-d’s 
book of life.  
 

 

 
 
The traditional greeting on Yom Kippur is G’mar chatimah 
tovah= hbwj hmytx rmg, “[we wish you] a good sealing.”  
 

For us, a more fitting greeting is L’chayeh olam nechtavnu= 
wnbtkn ~lw[ yyxl, “we have been written for eternal life [in 
G-d’s book].”   

 

The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it,  
for the glory of G-d gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. The 
nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their 
splendor into it.  On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will 
be no night there. The glory and honor of the nations will be brought 
into it. Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does 
what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are 
written in the Lamb’s book of life. (Revelation 21:23-27) 

 
While we rejoice in our secure place at G-d’s Messianic 
Banquet table, we also experience sorrow for those from the 
people of Israel who as yet remain to be written in G-d’s 
book of Eternal life:  
 

I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart…for the 
sake of my brothers, those of my own race…(Romans 9:2) 

 
We are committed during this coming year, 5781, to an 
increased endeavor to seek the L-rd on their behalf, praying 
for revival in the Jewish community and proclaiming His 
Good News as the L-rd enables us.   

 
     This is what the L-RD says: I will restore the fortunes of Jacob’s 
      tents and have compassion on his dwellings; the city will be rebuilt  
      on her ruins, and the palace will stand in its proper place. (Jer. 30:18)    
 
      I have surely heard Ephraim’s moaning: You disciplined me like an 
      unruly calf, and I have been disciplined. Restore me, and I will 
      return, because you are the L-RD my G-d. (Jeremiah 31:18) 

 
We know that the Messiah is infinitely more committed to  
the salvation of Israel because He is her Go-el (“Kinsman  
Redeemer,” meaning “family member”). 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 Since the children have flesh and blood, He too shared in their  
 humanity so that by His death He might destroy him who holds the  
 power of death—that is, the devil— and free those who all their lives 
 were held in slavery by their fear of death. For surely it is not angels 
 He helps, but Abraham’s descendants. For this reason He had to be 
 made like His brothers in every way, in order that He might become a 
 merciful and faithful high priest in service to G-d, and that He might 
 make atonement for the sins of the people. (Hebrews 2:14-27) 

 

The shofar was blown on Yom Kippur to mark the beginning 
of the Year of Jubilee (Leviticus 25:8-10).  We blow the 
shofar to mark the Year of Jubilee ushered in by Messiah 
(Luke 4:16-18) and which will be fulfilled when He returns  
(I Thessalonians 4:16-18). 
 
The shofar was also blown to gather people together. It is a 
reminder for us that the L-rd has others He wants to gather 
into His Kingdom, particularly those from the people of 
Israel. As we celebrate the complete atonement fully 
provided for us, we remember the longing of Jewish people 
who are yet to receive that atonement. 
   
PRAYER: Let us pray that the L-rd will reveal Himself to those 
seeking Him during this season.  
Jeremiah 29:13 
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His gates are still open 
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