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MJ 504 for CYT Bible Study 
Rabbi Chaim Urbach 

 
Session 7:   ISRAEL & THE NATIONS UNDER THE SINAITIC COVENANT 
 
I. ISRAEL’S ROLE IN COVENANT:  

 
A. The meaning of bachar -election of Israel;  it always involves a careful, well 

thought-out choice (1 Sam 17:40; 1 Kgs 18:25; Isa 1:29; 40:20);  choosing 
which has ultimate and eternal significance. In all of these cases serviceability 
rather than simple arbitrariness is at the heart of the choosing. Thus God chose 
Israel to be holy and thereby to serve as His witness among the nations 
(14:6)….election is not based on her own greatness but on the greatness of the 
Lord’s love (7:7.). The scriptural doctrine of divine capacity for choice 
demonstrates that purpose and personality, not blind mechanism, are at the heart 
of the universe. Since God carefully chooses certain ones for a specific task, He 
can also reject them if they deviate from that purpose  
(EXCEPTIONS: 1 Sam 2:27.----Eli, Saul, Coniah, …..) 

 
     B. GENTILES IN OT (MOSAIC COVENANT) 
          God’s place for Gentiles expanded under New Covenent   
 
          1. “Chosen-ness,” defined on basis of  covenant with forefathers  
               (Deut. 7:1-8) chosen for service [Rom. 11:29] 
               a. National Choseness (Israel) 
 
               b. Individual vs. corporate (Church Eph. 1:4; II Thse. 2:13) 
 

Eph. 1:4 For He chose us in Him before the creation of the world to be holy and 
blameless in His sight. In love 
 
2 Th. 2:13   But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers loved by the 
Lord, because from the beginning God chose you to be saved through the 
sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth.  
 

          2. Israel’s role in regards to the nations (Exod. 19:5-6; Isa. 49:6-light)  
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     C. PLACE OF GENTILES DURING SINAITIC COVENANT: 
          1. Different types of “Gentiles”  Today & in 1st Century: 2 terms that were neutral  
              but could also be used as perjorative 
 
                    i. “Gentile” basic meaning=from the nations (Rom. 11:13),  
                    ii. Israel itself called a “Goy” or Am, people 
 
                    iii. Uncircumcised: also used in both + and – senses:  
                         Arel, in OT it associated with that which is defiled (Isa. 52:1) 
                  Akrobustia  (I Cor. 7:18), “uncircumcision” is simply another term  
                         for a non-Jew 
 
          2. Policy toward Gentiles residing among Israelites:   
 

By 1st Century, a great deal of antipathy between Jews & Gentiles.  
Gentiles were considered “unclean,” (Acts 11:3). Part of it was fear of 
ritual defilement; part of it was mutual xenophobia.  

 
          3. In Tanach, different groupings:  
 
               a. Ger, from gur, abide, be gathered, be a stranger, dwell (in/with), gather 
                   together, remain, sojourn, inhabit, surely, continuing. 
 
                    i. Sometimes it is combined with toshav, meaning “alien resident” 
 
                    ii. The basic meaning of the word is to “live among people who are not 
                         blood relatives; thus, rather than enjoying native civil rights, the toshav 
                         was dependent on the hospitality of the natives.” 
 

          iii.Practically, the ger, was considered as a proselyte and eventually was 
 incorporated into Israelite society (Caleb, Rahab, Ruth)  
 

                    iv. They were expected to follow most of the civil and religious laws of  
                         Israel (Exod. 12:49).   
 
                     A1. During the renewal of the covenant, the ger was expected to be 
                                  present and affirm the Torah’s demands (Deut. 31:12).  
 
                   B1. They were expected to undergo ritual cleansing  
                                (Lev. 17:15; Num. 19:10).   
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                   C1. He was expected to show the same commitment to the Lord as the 
                             Israelite (Lev. 20:2).   
 
                     v. They were protected by God’s law as were the rest of the underdog 
                          segment of Israelite society (widows & orphans—Exod. 22:20-22;  
                          Lev. 23:22; 19:33-34) 
 

SCRIPTURE DOES NOT MODEL XENOPHOBIA. 
 

                              a. Destruction of Canaanites:   
                                   a. Cherem:  Deut. 7:1-5;  (cherem)=devote, ban, utterly 
                                  destroy=exclusion of an object from the use or abuse of man  
                                   and its irrevocable surrender to God. (Josh. 6:18-19—cherem vs. 
                                   kadesh) & Amalekites (extreme example  Exod. 17:17-18) 
 
                                   b. Spiritual not ethnic separation ( Judg. 2:1-3; 3:5-7) 
                                   c. Policy toward Gentile nations outside of Israel (Gibeonites) 
                          

4. Prophetic place for the Nations in God’s program  
(Gen. 12:3; Exod. 19:5-6; Isa. 42:6; Isa. 56:3, 6-7) 
 
a. Salvation of the Gentiles part of God’s eternal plan  

(Gen. 12:3;  Gal. 3:6-9; Isa. 49:6) 
 

                   b. Yeshua’s approach to Gentiles:  
                         i. Committed to Israel and His reference to “dogs” cannot be equated with 
                           the hostile reference to “Gentile dogs,” but rather a matter of priorities  
                           according to the Father’s will (Mt. 15:22-28).   
 

               ii Valued the faith of Gentiles (Syro-Phoenician woman; centurion  
                 [Mt. 8:5-13) 
 
         c. The Gospel spreading to the nations included in the Great Commission 

 (Mt. 28:19-20) 
 
 

          d. The outpouring of the Spirit on Cornelius’ household served as firstfruits 
     (Acts 10:44-46; 11:15-18) 
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           e. The validation of Gentiles as fellow members of the Kingdom  
     (Acts 15:1-28) 
 

           f. Gentiles, who are fellow believers have been integrated into God’s  
               salvific plan, without eradicating God’s unique provisions for Israel.   

                         A proper perspective for the church: “don’t be arrogant”  
                         (Rom. 11:18,20,25) but  “provoke them to jealousy,” (Rom. 11:14). 
                          Unity in diversity: same Lord/faith, variety of expression (Rom. 14) 
 
  
II. GOD’S JUDGMENT/DISCIPLINE OF ISRAEL VS PAGAN NATIONS 

 
A. Judgment for Israel=discipline, for purpose of promoting 

              repentance/restoration—not for purpose of complete destruction [Jer. 5:18] 
 
          B. Judgment for pagan nations (w/o covenant)=destruction (Assyria, Babylon) 
 
          C. Overwhelming evidence, God’s loyalty to Israel in face of  
              overwhelming odds 
 
              PURIM: God’s gracious/sovereign plans for Israel accomplished in the land  
              of their enemies (Hitler, banned Purim; predicted Jews will celebrate it  
              if he failed) 
 

D. God’s purposes for judgment for pagan nations =destruction, no covenant  
to keep them from his wrath. 

 
  
          Exegetical Study:  Jer. 31: 31-34, Ezek. 36:24-3 Heb. 8:7-12: 9:15-21; 
                             Mt. 5:17-20, Acts 2:14-21; Mt. 12:22-2 

 


