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 Session 6: Atonement & Forgiveness in the Sinaitic Covenant   
 
I. SPIRITUAL LIFE UNDER MOSAIC COVENANT 

Mosaic covenant is not based on works righteousness 
 

A. Righteousness is not basis for the covenant. (Deut 9:4-5) 
 

     B.  God’s approach=chesed (Exod. 34:5-6; Isa. 54:8) 
 
     C.  Israel’s approach was not mere works 
           1. Emunah= faith, faithfulness 
               Qal  as vb. support, nourish. 
 
               Niph.. made firm, sure, lasting. confirmed, established, sure,  
                         verified, confirmed, reliable, faithful, trusty. 
               Hiph.  
                   i. stand firm. 
                   ii. Old Testament saints justified by faith (Heb. 11:32-40) 
 
II. GOD’S RELATIONSHIP 
 

A. God’s presence (Isa. 63:9-10 [Gen. 6:3) 
 

     B. Activity of the Spirit Corporately (Hag. 2:5) & individually  
          (though rare: Moses--Num. 11:17; David—I Sam. 16:13) 
 
     C. Worship thriving in Israel under David & other righteous kings  
         (I Chron. 25:6-8—288 musicians + a whole tribe dedicated to worship 
          establishment) 
 
     D.  Word of God brought revival (reformation—II Ki. 23:21-25) 
 
     E. Corporate Prayer brought decisive answers from God (Ezra 8:21-23).   
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III. ATONEMENT IN TORAH 
 

A. Blood=medium of substitutionary atonement (Lev. 17:11) 
 

B. Exceptions to rule (tail wagging dog) 
  

           1. atonement money, Exod. 30:16) 
           2. Aaron offering incense (Num. 16:46-47).   
           3. Pinchas killing rebel (Num. 25:11-13) 
           4. Apparent criticism of the cultus (Ps.  40:6; Isa. 1:11-12; Mic. 6:8) 
          
     C. Defintion of atonement: meaning of kpr and hilasterion 
 
               1. Covering (Gen. 6:14, khapharta qal perfect)—traditional Christian view:  
                   atonement =”covering” to protect from God’s wrath.   
                  True atonement would only be possible through Yeshua’s sacrifice. 
   

a. Kaphar (“cover”) appears only 1x & then in qal.   
Rest of times, it is in piel (intensive).  
 

b. There are times in Psalm & Nehemiah where “cover”  
is mentioned in relation to sin, but it clearly means “forgive.”  
 

               2. Make atonement [piel]:  
  

a. Propitiation=protection/appeasement from God’s anger (Aaron, Pinchas) 
 

                    b. Expiation= confidence in forgiveness & removal of sin  
                       (Lev. 4:1-20; Ps. 51:7) 
 
It is probably the meaning “hide” that leads to the sense, forgive. In the well-known verse, 
Ps 32:1, “cover,” (Qal) is paralleled by “forgive”. The word is used in v. 5 in the sense of 
“hide.” Ps 85:2 [H 3] is very similar and has the same parallel. This sense also occurs in 
Neh 4:5 [H 3:37] where the parallel is “blot out”. In Prov 17:9 and 28:13 the meaning is 
likely “conceal” (so NIV in the latter verse). The contrast is to confess or to make known. 
It is probably too much to found an OT theology of forgiveness on these verses in Ps and 
Nehemiah. It has been argued, more on the basis of “atone” (q.v.), which some translate 
“cover,” that the OT sacrifices merely covered sin until it was dealt with de facto on the 
cross. This view of course has the truth that the blood of bulls and goats could not pay the 
price of sin in the OT. But it seems that we should say that the OT sin was indeed forgiven 
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by God on the basis of the final sacrifice to come. The OT sacrifices were symbolic and 
typical but the forgiveness was real. At least, the other words (take away), (blot out), 
(forgive), etc. imply a real forgiveness so that sins were removed to an immeasurable 
distance (Ps 103:3, 11–12).  

 
C. Yom Kippur Ritual (Lev. 16) 

 
1. Corporate (national) atonement 16:10,21-22; 30-34) 
 

2. Individual atonement (16: 16:11) 
 

           3. Atonement for the sanctuary—cleansing from defilement of Israel  
             (16:14-19, 30-34) 
 

KEY SACRIFICES (Lev. 1-7). 
 

 (sin vs. purification: ritual, moral; unintentional/ignorance, Lev. 4) 
 (included deliberate [fraud] compenation vs. “guilt” Lev. 6:1-7;  Zaccheus, Lk 19:8, 4x) 
 (Lev. 3:1-4:35; 7:11—) (Lev. 1—consecration) 
 
    E. “SIN OFFERING,” (CHATAT) 
           1. Moral defilement 
           2. Ritual defilement (Miriam) 
 
     F. “GUILT OFFERING” (ASHAM) 
           1. Offering of compensation (Zaccheus) 
           2. Sh’gagah vs. deliberate vs. b’yad ramah 
 

DEFINITION OF SIN 
STANDARD WORDS 
Yeshua’s atonement coveres the 3 categories of sin:  Chet, avon, peshah (Isa. 53: 5, 12) 
 
ADDITIONAL SIN WORDS 
 ma’al, unfaithfulness, covenant breach, Lev. 6:1 
              to’evah, [sin] Josh. 7:1—no atonement for him) 
              yad ramah Abomination, human sacrifices, Deut. 12:31, Num 15:15-39) 
 
 (unfaithfulness, covenant breach, Lev. 6:1; Josh. 7:1—no atonement for him) 
 (Abomination, human sacrifices, Deut. 12:31, Num 15:15-39) 
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IV. RABBINIC JUDAISM (Num 15:15-39) 
      1.Repentance, prayer, good deeds 
      2.Expectation of resumption of blood atonement 
      3.Noahic precepts for Gentiles?Commonwealth of Israel 
 
V. SPIRITUAL LIFE UNDER MOSAIC COVENANT 
      1. Faith in operation under the Sinaitic Covenant (Heb. 11:32-40)      
      2. Torah defined practical righteousness & was means of spiritual revival 
 
Relationship with God was NOT based on works righteousness (earning salvation) 
contra Covenant/ classic dispensationalism  

 
              GOD IS A TENDER FATHER (Exod. 34:5-6) 
 

 1. CHESED=covenant, committed, loyal love 
 
 2. CHESED=everlasting (isa. 54:8) 

 
 1. ISRAEL’S APPROACH WAS NOT MERE WORKS 

Verb Aman, from which comes noun, emunah), means “certainty”.  
                   Niphal= faithfulness, hiphil=faith/belief.   
 
       It means the practical reality of trusting (God) and obeying him faithfully 
 

2. OT saints justified by faith (Heb. 11:32-40) 

3. Israel’s history was often one of apostasy 

4. Majority of kings were godless (II Chron. 33:1-8) 

5. God kept a remnant (I Ki. 19:18) 

 
Exegetical Study:  Deut. 7:7-8; Gal. 3:6-9;  Rom. 4:1-25 

 


