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MJ 504: Eschatology CYT 
Rabbi Chaim Urbach 
 
Week 4 
 
I.  THE GREAT TRIBULATION 
 

A. GOD’S WRATH POURED OUT ON REBELLIOUS HUMANITY:  
 
1. Brief descriptions:  

 
a. Title comes from Rev. 7:14  

  
b. Mt. 24:21-22—one of its kind, never to be repeated 

For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning 
of the world until now—and never to be equaled again. If those  

    days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake 
    of the elect those days will be shortened. 
 

                       c.Yeshua judges: 
  

i. He initiates the judgment sequence  
             (7 seals, trumpets, bowls) thus He fulfills his predicted 

    role of being the judge who will rule the nations with 
    the rod of iron) (Isa. 11:4, also Revelation) 
  

Rev. 5:1 Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll with 
writing on both sides and sealed with seven seals. And I saw a mighty angel 
proclaiming in a loud voice, “Who is worthy to break the seals and open the 
scroll?”  
 
Rev. 6:1 I watched as the Lamb opened the first of the seven seals. Then I heard 
one of the four living creatures say in a voice like thunder, “Come!” 
 

ii. He finalizes the judgment on those who choose to align 
   themselves with the beast, at the battle of Armaggedon  
   (16:16) 
 

Rev. 16:16 Then they [beast, false prophets, demons] gathered the kings together 
to the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon.  
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Rev. 19:11 I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, 
whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes war 
[like Rev. 1’s description]. …He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his 
name is the Word of God. The armies of heaven were following him… On his 
robe and on his thigh he has this name written:  
 
KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. …. “Come, gather together for the 
great supper of God, so that you may eat the flesh of kings,” Rev. 19:19 Then I 
saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered together to make 
war against the rider on the horse and his army. 
 

2. God’s wrath poured in increasing severity:  
 

a. God’s wrath poured out justly against rebellious sinners.  
    Believers are subject to his wrath (discipline, yes): 
 

Rom. 2:5  ¶  But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you 
are storing up wrath against yourself for the day of God’s wrath, when his 
righteous judgment will be revealed.  
 
Eph. 5:5-6 …No immoral, impure or greedy person—such a man is an 
idolater—has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. Let no one 
deceive you with empty words, for because of such things God’s wrath comes on 
those who are disobedient.  
 
1Th. 1:10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—
Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath. 1 Th. 5:9 For God did not appoint 
us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.  
b. Increasing severity:  7 seals (5:1; 6:1), 7 trumpets (8:6), 7 bowls (15:1,7)  
[3 of the last trumpets are severe: 2/3 of humanity is killed in trumpet 5 (woe #1) 
and 6 (woe #2).  The 7th trumpet=3 woe]  
 
Rev. 5:1 Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll with 
writing on both sides and sealed with seven seals. And I saw a mighty angel 
proclaiming in a loud voice, “Who is worthy to break the seals and open the 
scroll?” 
 
Rev. 6:15-17 Then the kings …. every free man hid in caves ….They called to 
the mountains and the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who 
sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! For the great day of their 
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wrath has come, and who can stand?”  
Rev. 15:1 I saw in heaven another great and marvelous sign: seven angels with 
the seven last plagues—last, because with them God’s wrath is completed. 
 

B. HUMANITY=BOTTOM OF THE BARREL 
 
1. People are not only clueless, but hardened 

 
a. Refused to repent  

 
Rev. 9:20  ¶  The rest of mankind that were not killed by these plagues still did 
not repent of the work of their hands; they did not stop worshiping demons, and 
idols of gold, silver, bronze, stone and wood—idols that cannot see or hear or 
walk. Nor did they repent of their murders, their magic arts, their sexual 
immorality or their thefts. 
 

b. Cursed God 
 

Rev. 16:8-11 The fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and the sun was 
given power to scorch people with fire. They were seared by the intense heat and 
they cursed the name of God, who had control over these plagues, but they 
refused to repent and glorify him. The fifth angel poured out his bowl on the 
throne of the beast, and his kingdom was plunged into darkness. Men gnawed 
their tongues in agony and cursed the God of heaven because of their pains and 
their sores, but they refused to repent of what they had done. Rev. 16:20-21 
Every island fled away and the mountains could not be found. From the sky 
huge hailstones of about a hundred pounds each fell upon men. And they cursed 
God on account of the plague of hail, because the plague was so terrible. 
 

2. They are being seduced but are doing so willingly 
 
Rev. 13:13 And he performed great and miraculous signs, even causing fire to 
come down from heaven to earth in full view of men.  Rev. 13:14 Because of the 
signs he was given power to do on behalf of the first beast, he deceived the 
inhabitants of the earth. He ordered them to set up an image in honor of the 
beast who was wounded by the sword and yet lived.  
 
Rev. 13:4 Men worshiped the dragon because he had given authority to the 
beast, and they also worshiped the beast and asked, “Who is like the beast? Who 
can make war against him?”  
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Rev. 13:6 He opened his mouth to blaspheme God, and to slander his name and 
his dwelling place and those who live in heaven.  
 
Rev. 13:7 He was given power to make war against the saints and to conquer 
them. And he was given authority over every tribe, people, language and nation. 
All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast—all whose names have not 
been written in the book of life belonging to the Lamb that was slain from the 
creation of the world. 
 
2Th. 2:9-12 The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with the work 
of Satan displayed in all kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders, and in 
every sort of evil that deceives those who are perishing. They perish because they 
refused to love the truth and so be saved. For this reason God sends them a 
powerful delusion so that they will believe the lie and so that all will be 
condemned who have not believed the truth but have delighted in wickedness.  
 

3. Response to the 2 witnesses 
 

Rev. 11:9 For three and a half days men from every people, tribe, language and 
nation will gaze on their bodies and refuse them burial. Rev. 11:10 The 
inhabitants of the earth will gloat over them and will celebrate by sending each 
other gifts, because these two prophets had tormented those who live on the 
earth. 
 

     4. GO TO FIGHT GOD 
 

Rev. 16:14 They are spirits of demons performing miraculous signs, and they go 
out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them for the battle on the great day 
of God Almighty.  
 
Rev. 16:16 Then they gathered the kings together to the place that in Hebrew is 
called Armageddon. 
 

 Remnant “gives glory to God”: 
 

Rev. 11:13  At that very hour there was a severe earthquake and a tenth of the 
city collapsed. Seven thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and the 
survivors were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven. 
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C. POWERS OF EVIL LET LOOSE  
IN UNPRECENDENTED MEASURE 

 
D. IMPACT ON ISRAEL 

 
1. Prophets:  It fits in with the Day of the Lord passages,  
    which includes severe discipline for Israel 
 

a. Jer. 30:7=time of “Jacob’s trouble,” similar to Mt. 24 
b. God will allow Israel’s enemies a measure of success as his 

means of severe refining: 
 
i. Dan. 12:10-13 
ii. Ezek. 20:33-38 
iii. Zech. 13:1-9 

 
c. God’s covenant commitment to protect Israel (Zech. 2:8) & 

 punish the enemies (Zech. 14:12-15) 
 

d. Israel’s trial as part of the global preparation for the 
 millennial reign 

 
1. Role of Anti-Messiah in Israel’s suffering:  

 
a. God’s temple trampled by Gentiles for 3 ½  years  

(11:1-6, 11) 
 

Matt. 24:15 “So when you see standing in the holy place place ‘the abomination 
that causes desolation,’ spoken of through the prophet Daniel—let the reader 
understand— 
 

b. Role of 144,000 
 
i. From 12 tribes of Israel  

 
ii. (Rev. 7:3-4—sealed for special purpose--language 

akin to Levites/Priests) 
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iii. Distinct from the multitude of those martyred during 
tribulation (7:9, 13-14) 
 

iv. Special relationship with the Lamb, Martyred during  
the Tribulation, blameless, firstfruits (14:1-5) 
 

    v.       who was sealed with God’s seal, only the 144,000 ?  
               (9:4) 

 
2.  2 witnesses-Jerusalem =Sodom & Egypt  

               (where Yeshua was crucified, 11:8) 
 

3.The woman, from whom came Yeshua: 
 

a. harassed by Serpent for 3 ½ yrs (12:1-6; 13-16) 
 

b. identified with followers of Yeshua (12:17) 
 

Rev. 12:17 Then the dragon was enraged at the woman and went off to make 
war against the rest of her offspring—those who obey God’s commandments and 
hold to the testimony of Jesus (144,000 ?) 
 
Some similarity to plagues of Egypt: 
 

1. Similarities:  Seas turns to blood, darkness…. 
 

2. Differences:  
 

a. Believers present throughout— 
 

            b. no Goshen here, protected enclave (except for the 144,000) 
 
c. Many believers martyred & all rebels killed—who is left to 

be part of the millennium   
 

d. Believers on the earth  
           (whether pre- or post-rapture salvation). 
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Rev. 6:9  ¶  When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of 
those who had been slain because of the word of God and the testimony they had 
maintained. They called out in a loud voice, “How long, Sovereign Lord, holy 
and true, until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood?” 
Then each of them was given a white robe, and they were told to wait a little 
longer, until the number of their fellow servants and brothers who were to be 
killed as they had been was completed.  
 
Rev. 7:9  ¶  After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no 
one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before 
the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were 
holding palm branches in their hands. Rev. 7:14 ….he said, “These are they who 
have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
 
Rev. 13:7 He was given power to make war against the saints and to conquer 
them. And he was given authority over every tribe, people, language and nation. 
 
Rev. 13:15 He was given power to give breath to the image of the first beast, so 
that it could speak and cause all who refused to worship the image to be killed.  
 
Gospel preached by angels: 
 
Rev. 14:6 Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal 
gospel to proclaim to those who live on the earth—to every nation, tribe, 
language and people.  
He said in a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his 
judgment has come. Worship him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and 
the springs of water.”  
 
Rev. 14:9 A third angel followed them and said in a loud voice: “If anyone 
worships the beast and his image and receives his mark on the forehead or on 
the hand,  he, too, will drink of the wine of God’s fury, which has been poured 
full strength into the cup of his wrath. He will be tormented with burning sulfur 
in the presence of the holy angels and of the Lamb. And the smoke of their 
torment rises for ever and ever. There is no rest day or night for those who 
worship the beast and his image, or for anyone who receives the mark of his 
name.” 
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Rev. 15:2 And I saw what looked like a sea of glass mixed with fire and, standing 
beside the sea, those who had been victorious over the beast and his image and 
over the number of his name. They held harps given them by God 
 
Rev. 16:15 “Behold, I come like a thief! Blessed is he who stays awake and keeps 
his clothes with him, so that he may not go naked and be shamefully exposed.”—
not all believers martyred….. 
 
Matt. 24:24 For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great 
signs and miracles to deceive even the elect—if that were possible. 
 
Matt. 24:31 And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will 
gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other. 
 
 


