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Week 1: GROUNDS FOR REPLACEMENT OF ISRAEL? 
 
I. APPARENT SCRIPTURAL GROUNDS FOR REJECTION:  
 

 “Divorce” / rejection passages (exceptions) 
 

A. Always associated with the exile Isa. 50:1= context, Israel’s  
   redemption (also, rhetorical question), “divorce” =sending to exile 
   Jer. 3:8—context=call for repentance; “divorce” also sending away  
    into exile [compare with Jer. 31:3); Hos. 9:17— “reject” =exile        

 
B. Rejection always transitory and partial God declaring Israel “not 
     my people,” is transitory (Hos. 1:8-10); Lev. 26:30, 43—abhor,  
     even when Israel abhors God’s Torah, He will not abhor the nation  
     w/result of destroying it [Lev. 26:44; Jer. 31:35-37]. 

 
Israel’s “rejection” is temporary because his chesed is greater (Isa. 54:6-10) 

 
C. “Rejection” is always for the purpose of discipline, promoting  
      repentance/restoration 

 
D. Deut. 32:17-22:  God will “abhor/despise”  

               [na’atz=Xan, does not mean reject] 
 

“I will see their end” does not mean “I will bring them to an end” 
 

a. Judgment for Israel= not for purpose of complete 
destruction Jer. 5:18 
  

b. Prophets predict the time when God will no longer 
hide his face (Ezek. 39:29—but pour out his Spirit] 
 

GOD’S REPUTATION WOULD SUFFER 
IF HE REJECTED ISRAEL (I SAM. 2:22) 

 



D. NT “rejection” passages:  
 

1. Children of Kingdom cast out (Mt. 8: 21:33-46) applies to 
    the Pharisees 

 
2. An example from the wilderness:  Apostasy of the majority 
    did not invalidate God’s program for Israel (Heb. 3:12-19,  
    Masa & Meriba- Exod. 17:2-7) 
 
3.“Has God rejected Israel?” has a categorical “No”   

(Rom. 11:1-2, 11).  
  
Spectrum of responses:  
a. RT: Augustine: Israel’s purpose to demonstrate to the 

nations what happens to those who reject Yeshua 
 

      b. modified RT:  God has not rejected Israel, but is not  
          currently involved 

 
b. Messianic Jewish:  God is actively involved: past, 

present, future 
 
i. God’s preferred mode:  in-grafting vs  

               replacement/ Supersessionism (Rom. 11:29) 
 

ii. Eschatological Necessity for a physical Israel 
             (Mt. 23:39-41) 

 
iii. Consistent pattern of God’s steadfast  

               commitment to Israel (Isa. 54:7-10;  
     Lev. 26:44-45) 
 
iv. Is it possible for Christians to embrace 
     covenant blessings only? 

 
v. A proper perspective for the church: “don’t be  
    arrogant” (Rom. 11:18, 20, 25), but  
   “parazeilo’o” =provoke them to jealousy,”  
    (Rom. 11:14). 



Unity in diversity  
(I Cor 12—Galatianism, re-building middle wall of partition: 

same Lord/faith (Eph. 4:1-6) 
 

vi. Replacement theology in Palestinian Theology of the  
             Land [legitimate concerns for Palestinians—ger toshav  
             & fellow heirs] 

 
OVERWHELMING EVIDENCE, 

GOD’S LOYALTY TO ISRAEL IN FACE OF OVERWHELMING ODDS 
 
Exegetical study:  
Mt. 24:36-51; 25:1-46; Exod. 20:5; Jn. 14:6; Acts 4:2; Rom. 1:16; I Cor. 15:1-3 
 


