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MJ 504 Bible study for CYT  
Foundations of Messianic Judaism 

or 
What you didn’t know about the MJ movement 

Rabbi Chaim Urbach 
 

THE NEED FOR DEFINITIONS: The why 
 

I. DEFINITIONS OF TERMS: “MESSIANIC JUDAISM” 
 
     A. WHAT IS MESSIAH  
           1. Emphasis on Messiah vs. 2nd issues  
 (Torah observance, identity issues) 
           2. Mashiach:  
                 a. literal:  apply fluid/oil anoint [Exod 30:26] 
                 b. Figurative: God’s unique calling/setting apart, empowering by anointing of   
                Spirit—priests/kings to carry out the given assignment  
                (Exod. 30:26; I Sam 16:13) 

Ex. 30:26 
1Sam. 16:13 

                          i. In OT, not normally used (exception is Ps. 2:2) 
                          ii. Same concept in Greek: Christ, from verb chrio  
                      Sometimes in NT the Hellenized version, messias (Jn. 1:41) 
 
     B. WHAT IS JUDAISM ? 
           1. Yehudi- linguistic/Biblical, current (Gen. 29:35) 

Gen. 29:35  [Leah] said, “This time I will praise the LORD.”  
So she named him Judah.  
 

              a. Yahad  “to become Jewish” 
              b. Yadah  (yaœda®) hiphil,  “confess, praise, give thanks” 
                   primary  idea is to express one’s public proclamation  
                   or declaration (confession) of God’s attributes and his works. 
              c. Hodah  despite older view, verb never used to express thanks.   
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          2. Biblically—being “Jewish” is genetic, covenant passed from father to son… 
 
          3. Today, “Jewish” affiliated with trad. Judaism, mostly matrilineal  
          (passed from mother) 
                A.Messianic Judaism fits in overlap area of both Israel & Church   
                B. Gentile believers fit in overlap area of Gentiles (Nations)  
                                    & The Church.   
             All of which is God’s plan of integration for Israel (Rom. 11; Eph 2) 

 
 i Olive Tree is a metaphor, 1 of 2 metaphors used to described role of  
                                 gentile believers in God’s redemptive plans 
 ii. Gentiles are described as “Gentiles”—not a perjorative term,  
                                   merely a label (Rom. 11:13) 
 iii. Gentile believers are warned about the dangers of apostasy,  
                                     God’s judgment  
       (Rom. 11:20, “do not be arrogant”=3x  11:18,  20, 25)  

 iv. God’s plans for Israel not derailed— 
God is currently working through remnant, as always  
(also with Gentile believers), Paul=people’s exhibit A (Rom. 11:1, 5) 
 

     C.  DISTINCTIONS 
           1. Gentile believers incorporated into God’s commonwealth 

Eph. 2:12 that you were at that time separate from Christ, alienated from the 
commonwealth [citizenship] of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of the 
promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 

 socio-political, socio-religious unit 
 the right to be identified as a member of the unit   
           (citizenship, Acts 22:28) 
 

           2.  “Spiritual Jew”= 
             a. A Jew, physically, who is also a Jew spiritually 

      Rom. 2:28  A man is not a Jew if he is only one outwardly,  
       nor is circumcision merely outward and physical. 

                                  The one being addressed here is a Jew 
  
                 Rom. 2:17  Now you, if you call yourself a Jew 

                  b. Paul defines being “Jewish,”     
                 Jewishly—taking on the yoke of Torah  
                and being faithful to it was what it meant to be a “Jew” 
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       Rom. 2:25  Circumcision has value if you observe the law,  
        but if you break the law, you have become as though  
        you had not been circumcised.  
 

            b. Paul speaks about the circumcision of the heart,  
                an expression coming out of the Torah:  

      Deut. 30:6 The LORD your God will circumcise your hearts  
      and the hearts of your descendants, so that you may love him  
      with all your heart and with all your soul, and live. 

 Israel of God = “new creation,” (Gal. 6:15-16) 
 
      D. ECCLESIOLOGY:  
          THE STUDY OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD 
 
            1. EKKLESIA IS NOT “CALLED OUT ONES” 
                  a. Ekklesia does not refer to a physical structure (building).   
            2. Ekklesia is commonly defined as the collection of  
              “called out ones.”  It is based on breaking down the word into two parts:  
               “ek”=Out of” and kaleo=“to call,” hence, “those called ones.” 
 
This is an example of diachrony, defining a word based on its etymology (breaking down 
the word into its components).  Scholarship favors synchony, defining a word based on 
how it is used in its current context.  
  
Here is an example.  In KJV, I Thess. 4:15, states that “we shall not prevent them that 
are asleep.” Diachrony: It comes from the French, pre (before) and vent (go).  
Synchony:  In today’s context, prevent means to hinder/stop.  Synchrony trumps 
diachrony 
 
In the NT, the concept of believers being called out of and called to is there:  

1Pet. 2:9  But you are a chosen people called you out of darkness into his 
wonderful light. 
2Tim. 1:9 who has saved us and called us to a holy life 
 

                      However, there is no clear example of ekklesia meaning  
                     “those who are called out.”   
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B. EKKLESIA IS:  
                  1. Basic definition:  
                      an assembly of persons constituted by well-defined membership.  
                      In general Greek usage it was normally a socio-political entity based upon  
                      citizenship in a city-state  
 
                  2. In Scripture it means “‘an assembly of God’s people ,”  
                      (Rom. 16:5; Philem. 2). 
 
                  3. This parallels the TANACH use of: 
 
 a. eidah (Exod. 34:31), meaning “congregation,” (KJV)  
                                   or “community,” (NIV), derived from the verb ya’ad,  meaning  
                             “to appoint, betrothe, assemble, meet, set.” 
 
                              b. kahal, (I Chron. 13:4), which is derived from the verb  
                                  kahal, meaning “to gather/assemble.”  
                              c. In the Messianic Jewish epistles the idea of assembly is conveyed 
                                  in the term “synagogue” (Heb. 10:25 James 2:2)  
                                  an assembly place for Christians”  
 
                  4. In the NT, ekksia, the sense of corporate unity  
                     is part of the definition.  It is never merely a gathering/assembly  
                     but it assumes those gathered are committed to the vision.   
 
                  5. A mystical/spiritual identity with Messiah:  
 

a. “In Messiah” (90x in Epistles, e.g. Eph. 1:3—positional truth) 
 

                       b. Messiah identifies very closely with the believers  
                           (e.g. Saul, why do you persecute ME ? Acts 9:4).  
  

b. God’s glory is revealed in the Body of Messiah,  
in association with Messiah, in perpetuity (Eph. 3:21).  
 

c. God’s wise plans are displayed in the Body of Messiah  
      and are a challenge to the powers of darkness (Eph. 3:10) 
 
d. Believers are described as being part of the Body of Messiah  

(I Cor. 12:27).  We prefer using term other than “the Church” 
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For many people “the Church” is merely an institution, rather than an organic entity.   
    For Jewish people the term “Church” bears much historical baggage, that is not  
    helpful in our dialogue with fellow Jews  
 
            Here are several common MJ replacement terms:  

      The Body of Messiah,  
      The Messianic Community,  
     The Congregation.   

 
     C. EKKLESIA: THE PEOPLE OF GOD THEN & NOW: 

     1. CORPORATE ELECTION—FOR SERVICE 
                       a. Israel (Acts 13:17) 
                       b. Church (Eph. 1:4; II Thess. 2:13—chosen to be saved; I Pet. 2:9) 
                       c. “The people of God” (the true Israel) 
 
                2. INDIVIDUAL ELECTION—FOR SERVICE:  
                      a. David 
                      b. Jeremiah 
                      c. Paul (Acts 9:15) 

            d. Yeshua (Mt. 12:18) 
 
     D. CORPORATE IDENTITY IN AN INDIVIDUALLY-OBSESSED CULTURE 
          1. Immediate membership in the body of Messiah (I Cor. 12:13) 
          2. Not being actively involved in a body of believers is not an option (Heb. 10:25).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
EKKLESIA: THE PEOPLE OF GOD THEN AND NOW 
Some time later, we will examine two key theological constructs:  
 covenant theology and dispensationalism.   
We will study them primarily in relation to Eschatology 
Note: systematic theologians do well to adhere as close as possible to the text of 
Scriptures as they set up their systematic theological constructs.   

 


