
CLASS NOTES FOR MJ 501  
INTRODUCTION TO MESSIANIC JUDAISM  Week #6    

History of Anti-Semitism under Christianity   
 

I. DEFINITIONS:  
 
 A. Anti-Semitism is popularly equated with Anti-Judaism. 
 

 1. Historically hatred was Religiously based hatred of Jews= Anti-Judaism 
 
  2. Pseudo-science of eugenics (classifying people according to races),  
                   also ethnically and nationally.  That became the more common term, anti-Semitism.   
  
 B. In Islamic countries, Jewish people experienced anti-Semitism. 
 
  1. Does Anti-Semitism include Arabs? (since they are Semitic  people)  
  
  2. Judaism flourished under Islam initially 
   
  3. Eventually, Jews were: squeezed into ghettoes, second class citizens “dhimmis” 
   
  4. Anti-Semitism has become vile in 20th century, combined with rabid nationalism. 
   

a. Grand Mufti (head of Muslims in Palestine) incited Arab population to riot 
 against Jews.  Jewish populations massacred in Hebron etc. 1920’s/ 1930’s. 
   

b. Vicious in Muslim countries in 1950’s (entire Jewish communities   
massacred in Morocco).   Anti-Semitic propaganda in Palestinian Authority 
= Anti-Semitic propaganda in Nazi Germany. 

 
  C. Christian Anti-semitism, even worse, persecution lasted almost twice as long.   
 
   D. “Christian” to an average American Jew means “Gentile.”  “Christian anti- 
                  Semitism” to a Jew = persecution of Jews under non-Muslim Gentiles.   
 
  E. “Christian” to Evangelicals, means committed follower of Yeshua.  However,  
many committed believers engaged in anti-Semitic behavior. Ex. Luther’s “On the Jews and their 
Lies,” said burn synagogues and homes.  (Hitler read and practiced Luther’s advice.)   
 
  F.  Yeshua: disciple is committed to love a fellow believer/fellow man (Jn. 15:35).  
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II. THEOLOGICAL/HISTORICAL BASIS: 
 
 A. Is the NT anti-Semitic ? 
 
  1. Jewish and liberal Christian critics: NT provides ammunition for anti-Semitism.  
                       Ex. Yeshua’s polemic against the Pharisees (esp. Mt. 23:15-29). 
 
  2. Response:  
   a. God’s judgment against the religious establishment who refused his message.  
                                Prophets called on Israel to repent, using much harsher language. 
  

c. Yeshua’s condemnation of Pharisees is tame: 2nd century rabbis described 
1st century Pharisees - spiritual bottom of the barrel.  Talmud describes 7 
types of 1st century Pharisees, one was righteous (TB Sotah 22b).  

 
 B.  Were MJ’s turncoats ? 
 

1. Active in corporate worship:  synagogue (Acts 13:42; 17:2)  
and Temple worship (Acts 2:46; 3:1; 5:42).  
 

2. Torah observance was normative for the MJ’s (Acts 21:17-27).  James, was  
called Ya’acov HaTsadik (James the Righteous) by the unbelieving community 
due to piety and observance.  
 

3. Break between the MJ’s and Jewish community:  
2 rebellions against Rome (68-70 CE & 132-135 CE). 
 

   a. In 68 CE Romans laid siege to Jerusalem, believers fled to Petra (Mt. 24:16). 
 
   b. In 132, Rabbi Akiva proclaimed Bar Kosiba as King Messiah (Bar Kochba)  
       who led revolt against Romans. 
   

d. In Middle Ages, Messianic Jews expected to renounce all heritage and  
“former “religion.  Called meshumadim (apostates, destroyed)  

 
 C. WERE THE JEWISH PEOPLE GUILTY OF DEICIDE ? 
 
  1. “Deicide” = “killing God,” Can God be killed? 
 

 2. Mob in Jerusalem, “His blood be upon us and our children” cause for Jewish 
           suffering (Mt. 27:25).  Implication: self-curse brought  God’s judgment upon Jews  
 

  3. Three major problems : 
  a. God is ultimately responsible for death of Yeshua, Father’s will was  
       executed by Yeshua (Mt. 27:25; Jn. 10:15-18; 15:13).   
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   b. All people, of all ages guilty for Yeshua’s death (Isa. 53:6).  
 
 D. GOD’S JUDGMENT NOT OURS:  
 
  1. Judgment meted out only to one generation (Mt. 23:38-24:2; Lk. 19:41-44). 
  
   a. Mob could not  blame all Jews in all generations (Mt. 27:25).  
  
   b. Corporate vs. Individual Responsibility:  
 
    i. God’s new order, one isl responsible for own sin (Ezek. 18:1-4; 30-32). 
  
    ii. Corporate responsibility still impacts a nation (II Ki. 23:26-27) 
 
  2. Yet, because of God’s judgment, the nation was cast into exile, 
      vulnerable to mauling by their enemies (according to Lev. 26:33-39; 44-45). 
 

4. God’s judgment on Israel differs from his judgment on pagans  
 
   a. Rebellious pagans: exterminated (Isa. 10:5-7;13; 20-21; 24-26; Amalek). 
 
   b. God’s rebellious people: punished for sake of discipline (Heb. 1:5-11). 
 
   c. God’s view of anti-Semitism & nations engaged in attempting to destroy  
        Israel (Gen. 12:3; Zech. 2:8) 
 
 E. REPLACEMENT THEOLOGY’S CONNECTION 
 
 1. Adhering to Replacement Theology does not demand anti-Semitism be part of it.   
 
 2. As the Church became non-Jewish, it became anti-Jewish and Replacement Theology 
      was used as the theological foundation for that hostility.  
 
 3. Replacement Theology (or Supersessionism) implies that while Israel were the people of 
God in the OT, at the present time, the Church replaced Israel as God’s people.  
  

a. I Peter 2:9- believers in Yeshua (Jews and Gentiles) are the chosen people. 
 (However, does not suggest that Israel is no longer in God’s program.) 

b. Another plank in this theology is the rejection passage in Mt. 21:43, which 
conveys rejection of the Pharisees, not the nation as a whole.  This has been 
conveyed to the Church often beginning with the children: 

     “During his ministry Jesus often referred to the fact that the Jews would not be 
        the chosen people in the Kingdom of God which He was bringing to the word, 
       but that the Gentiles would be God’s chosen people.  This was a different 
        interepretation of what the Old Testament prophets had said” 



4 
 F. GROWTH OF ANTI-SEMITISM IN THE CHURCH: 
 
  1. Struggle for orthodoxy in the 3rd and 4th centuries resulted in decisions to weed out 
      Jewish influence from the church.  
  

a. The Church defined doctrines at several councils, particularly on the matter 
 of who Yeshua is. 
 

b. Along with it, the Church required Christians to cease Jewish observance  
such as keeping the Shabbat and Passover.  
 

c. Key Church fathers (e.g. Chrysostom) vigorously promoted anti-Semitism. 
   

  2. In time, Church-sanctioned hostility hardened among the “Christian” population. 
       Here are several of the multitude of examples: massacres of Jews during the 
       Crusades, anti-Semitic riots during the Black Plague, the Inquisition and mass 
        expulsions (e.g. Spain and Portugal in 1492), Pogroms in Eastern Europe. 
  
  3. The Church bears responsibility. 
 

a. It needs to take ownership of past sins and bring them into the light (e.g. in  
seminaries). 
 

b. It needs to extend Messiah’s love to the Jewish community,  
which includes sensitively sharing the GoodNews.   

 
 
Reading Assignment :   
Ellisen, 53-64 
 
Exegetical study: Lev. 26:33-39; 44-45;  Rev. 16:9-11; Job. 38:1-6; 42:1-6;  
Dan. 10:13, 12:1; Rev. 12:3-10; Isa. 40:1; Isa. 53:3-5; Heb. 2:15-17 
 


