
CLASS NOTES FOR MJ 501  
INTRODUCTION TO MESSIANIC JUDAISM 

Week # 5  
A Messianic Jewish View of Eschatology 

 
I.  Eschatology: MJ View  
 
 A. The focus is a nuanced literal OT eschatology 
  
  1. Eschatology = Greek term, eschaton, meaning “the last, final [days].” 
 
  2. Literal vs figurative interpretation of prophecy. Figurative (Rev. 1:10-16) 
    Or nuanced mixture (Rev. 20:1-3) 
 
  3. Revealed vs deduced:  
                             a. God’s secrets revealed (Ps. 25:14) 
 
                             b. Concealed (nistarot) and Revealed (niglot) (Deut. 29:29)   
   That is the purpose for the revelation of prophecy.  
  
   c. Unveiling (Eph. 3:4-5) Hidden mystery in Greek= apokalupto  
 
   d. NT writers (often) interpret figuratively by:  
        Allegory (Gal. 4:24), Parable (Heb. 9:9) (Mt. 2:14-15, Hos.11:1; 2:23) 
 

e. Christian interpreters view the use of the OT by NT writers as typology 
          (Mt. 2:14-15)  
 

           4. NT writers follow Rabbi Hillel’s rabbinic hermeneutic: 7 midot  
   (rules for interpretation).  
  

a. Acronym called PaRDeS- a garden   
      Each is a different mode of interpretation 
 

     i. P’shat—meaning “simple,” or literal 
     ii. Remez—hint (underlying principle). Implied meaning  
      ai. REMEZ is Mt. 22:32 (Exod. 3:6) 
      aii. Mt. 2:14-15  

 aiii. D’rash- to search: Allegorical/homiletical approach  
           (Gal. 4:22-26) 

  aiv. Sod—mystical or hidden, numerology  
  (Rev. 13:18)= Beast = 666 three fold=epitome  

 (Holy, Holy, Holy).  Example (rabbinic): how the number of      
commandments have been derived:   

         The numerical value of TORAH= 611.   
          The first two commandments of the 10 are added= 613.  
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B. “Realized” eschatology-Now, and not yet 
 
 1.Yeshua viewed his ministry as ushering the Kingdom (Mt. 12:28).   
 
 2. Apostles viewed last days as contemporary (James 5:3; Heb. 1:2) 
 

3. Peter’s interpretation of Pentecost, (Joel 2:28-32  in Acts 2:17-21)  
     as applying to their day; fulfillment of the entire prophecy is yet to be realized.  

 
C. Day of the Lord terminology 
 
 1. OT: Three key expressions  
 

    a. “In the last days,” (b’acharit ha’yamim, Isa. 2:2-4) 
 
    b. “In those days,” (bayamim ha’hem, Jer. 31:29; 33:16).  
 

        c. “The day of the Lord,” (Yom YHWH, Joel 2:31; Mal. 4:5). 
 
 2. The “Day of the Lord” in NT (I Cor. 5:5; I Thess. 5:2; II Pet. 3:10) 
 
 3. Both in the OT and NT, the “Day of the Lord” is characterized by  
    God’s judgment on    rebellious mankind and the manifestation of cosmic phenomena. 
             In the NT, the “day of the Lord” is associated with the arousia (the second coming).  
 
II. Literal reading of the covenant promises 
 
 A. God’s  unshakeable commitment to Israel  
 

 1. Israel’s sin provoked God to hide his presence (Isa. 59:1-2)  
          and impose severe judgment. God’s separation is temporary (chesed, Isa. 54:7-8). 
 
 2. Qualitative difference between how God judged toward Israel  
                    (chastening, refining, fulfillment of the Torah predictions—(Dan. 9:11-16)  

                     vs  judgment against pagan, rebellious nations  
                    (Amalek: Exod. 17:14-16; Babylon: Jer. 25:12). 

 
 B. God’s Prophetic plan: all inclusive:  
 
  1. Physical, ethnic entity Israel must exist  
 
  2. Restored Israel - world-wide restoration (Isa. 2:2-4; Zech. 12:10). 
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 C. Israel’s restoration is rarely discussed explicitly in the NT 
 
  1. Like other aspects of God’s redemptive plan which are spelled out in the OT, 
                       the writers of the NT take Israel’s restoration as a “given.”  
 

a. God’s covenant with Israel has not been transformed into universal  
covenant with all mankind. 
 

b. Septuagint- Greek word gei=gh, meaning both “land” and “earth.”  
However, that cannot be pressed to suggest that the Lord is no longer 
interested in the land of Israel.  The land of Israel is rarely mentioned in the 
NT, because there was no reason to—the Jewish people were living in the 
land.  That was a non-issue.  
   

  2. In NT, issues addressed as the situation warrants   
                         (In Rome, a consensus may have been building that Israel was permanently  
                            set aside by God (Rom. 11:1,12-26).  
   
  3. God’s operational principle:  “God’s gifts & calling are irrevocable,”  
                     (Rom. 11:29), corporately and individually 
 
III. Proper Perspective for the Church:  
 
 A. Paul: maintain proper perspective: 
 
  1. “Don’t be arrogant” (Rom. 11:18,20,25). 
  

2. One purpose of redemption: provoke Israel to [hot] jealousy (eis to parazhlow). 
 

  3. God’s preferred mode= addition (grafting in, Rom. 11:17)  
                       vs subtraction (replacement).  Individuals have been removed  
                        from the olive tree but the tree trunk itself remains.  
  
  4. Supersessionism : The Church is now the people of God and have replaced Israel  
 
  5.  Christian commentators embrace covenant blessings promised to Israel,  
                             while claiming that since Yeshua took upon himself the curse of Torah,  
                             (Gal. 3:10-13), none of the curses in the Torah apply to Christians today.  
                              However, the NT is clear that God continues to judge ( I Cor. 11:30).   
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 C. “Rejection” passages in the NT do not suggest corporate rejection of Israel: 
 
  1. Yeshua’s  judgment on religious establishment but not on entire nation 
                      (Mt. 21:43).  
 
  2. Rejection of individual is a Scripture-wide principle (Mt. 22:14; Heb. 3-4)  
 
IV. Preparation for the Parousia: 
 

A. “Parousia” Greek- Coming/arrival; the Lord’s second coming, imminent  
         (Matt. 24:43; I Thess. 5:2). 

 
 B. Preparation for the coming of the master 
 
  1. Preparation excludes a preoccupation of the precise time (Mt. 24:36). 
 
  2. Preparation requires commitment to diligent service (Mt. 24-51; 25:1-46)  
 
  3. His disciples have been given an imperative to share Good News (Rom. 1:16;  
                       I Cor. 15:1-3)—a universal truth in a pluralistic society  
                       (Exod. 20:5; Jn. 14:6; Acts 4:2) 
 
Exegetical study: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 30-32;   Mt. 23:34-39, 24:1;    Lk. 19:41 
 
Recommended reading: 
  
Brown, Michael L. Our Hands are Stained with Blood. Shippensburg, PA: Destiny 
Image Publishers, Inc., 1992. ISBN 978-1560430681 

Ellisen, Stanley A, Charles H. Dyer. Who owns the land: The Arab-Israeli Conflict. 
Rev. ed. Tyndale House, 2003. ISBN 0-8423-8436-7 

Answering Jewish Objections to Jesus Michael L Brown, Baker Books 
Volume 1 General objections  (2000 pub. Date) 
Volume 2 Theological objections (2000 pub. Date) 
Volume 3 Messianic Prophesy (2003 pub. Date) 
Volume 4 New Testement objections (2006 pub. Date) 
Volume 5 Traditional Jewish objections (2010 pub. Date) 
 
These are available new and used individually from various sources.  Dr. Brown’s website has the set for 
$100, Logos.com has the set for $62.99 (as of October 23, 2021); both may have shipping charges. 
 


