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Paul, up and
 at ‘em after 

a week and a h
alf in  

bed.

Paul, with daughter Kim (left), and his 
wonderful nurses who cared for him so well.

Paul with Anna, who was 
chief caregiver, and 
interpretor.

Weʼve got reasons to rejoice!
When Paul Backstrom fell 20-25 feet from a scaffold last 
month, everyone feared the worst; severe head injury or even 
death. They had just cause. He fell on a concrete floor. He did 
appear dead for several eternal-like seconds. When he 
regained consciousness he was initially disoriented. However,  
in time it was apparent that God had undertaken for his 
safety. Even after such a terrible fall, and suffering a severly 
broken elbow, it was evident that he would live, and without 
mental impairment.

Paul was part of a group from North Dakota on a work-team 
at Camp Eden. Their purpose? They wanted to make 
progress on completion of the worship center there.

Immediately, people were alerted, and began to intercede on 
Paul’s behalf. Immediately, we began to see evidence of 
God’s gracious answer to our requests.

Now, after a couple of weeks seeing parts of Poland he never 
intended to see - like the inside of a hospital; And after 
meeting some wonderful Polish people he never thought he 
would meet - like his unbelievably caring nurses and doctors, 
Paul is now back in North Dakota, mending well. 

We thank God for his grace extended to Paul, and for all who 
cared for him during his time of great need. 

As to the work project at camp, that’s also cause for joy!

From this… to this… to this!

Insulating gets under way.  Insulation is completed.
Sheetrocking is being completed.

The new worship center stands as a testimony to the fact that faith works! Our Polish brethren broke ground for this building 
about five years ago, knowing they would have to complete it in stages. This recent work is a big step forward toward its 
completion. With a thank you to all who have been contributing toward it, and to the many that have worked on it, we can all 
say a collective “Praise God”! Many will find Christ here. (See back for more pictures.)



The enormity of the task (most of it from scaffolding), becomes very evident as you look at the pictures, 

The church in Bydgoszcz prays for the 
North Dakota team.

These young men from Bydgoszcz (and 
many others) are completing what the 
North Dakota team started.

Paul returns to the scene of his 
accident to inspect progress after 
his release from the hospital.

Another progress report
Last month we shared a special opportunity with you    
about the need for a reliable car for Tomasz Chylka, pastor 
in Pszczyna. He needs a minimum of $8,000 in order to get 
reliable transportation. To date there has been just over 
$5,000 given. 

Could it be that God has put you in a situation so as to be 
of help? If so, please contact us quickly. 

As of last report, Tomasz was still relying on public 
transportation to do all he is called upon to do in ministry.

Could God use you to make the difference here? If so, you 
can reach us at the address below, or donate through 
PayPal at our website.

Thank you for your sensitivity to this issue!

Is there a place for you at a camp in Poland this summer?
According to our Polish friends, the answer to that question is a resounding “Yes”!

God will use you to influence the life of a child or a teenager.
God will use them to influence you.

Drop us an email at info@Polandem.org, or call us at 612-987-1176. Let’s talk about the possibilities.

Thank you, thank you for praying, giving and going in the ministry God has given each of 
us to come alongside His church in Poland. Your faithfulness causes others to rejoice!

Please use this newsletter as your prayer guide as you pray for Poland during April
PEM, 1928 Commonwealth Blvd., Chanhassen, MN 55317 

Emails: admin@polandem.org (for finance & business) ; info@polandem.org (for ministry issues).
website: www.polandem.org


