
Saturday, March 21, 2020 
 
Dear People of God at Grace! 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
As your Interim Pastor, along with your elected leadership, it is important that we share 
this official word with you: 
 

ALL SERVICES AND ALL OTHER EVENTS AT GRACE 
ARE TEMPORARILY CANCELLED AS OF 

FRIDAY, MARCH 20, 2020 
 
This is in keeping with our Governor’s order issued earlier on the same day. 
 
You need to know that since Thursday morning, your leaders had been discussing the 
possibility of making the same decision on our own.  All Elders and all Church Council 
members who voted, voted that we should temporarily close our doors.  This was a very 
difficult decision to make.  We framed the discussion in the context of the 5th 
Commandment (love for our neighbor and ourselves) and the 4th Commandment (honor 
for those the Lord has placed in authority).  I’m very thankful your amazing leaders were 
able to have this discussion and come to this voluntary decision by conclusive vote even 
before our Governor ordered it. 
 
This is a critical time in our county for us to stand united as God’s people in support of our 
governing authorities, in love for our neighbor, and in better care of ourselves.  All of this 
gives honor to our Lord. 
 
While we will not be holding worship or other activities on site, we do not cease being 
the Lord’s Church as we “stay at home.”  Within our own homes we can “read, mark, 
learn, and inwardly digest” God’s word for strength and encouragement for ourselves and 
then, on toward others.   
 
As your interim pastor, I am extremely excited and encouraged to see God’s people 
“feverishly at work” (pun intended), prayerfully dreaming up, and already implementing 
creative ways to serve our own families, those in our church family, and inspire all those 
around us toward hope in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
At this point, I’d like to share some resources that are available as a blessing to you in 
your home: 



➢ http://www.lhm.org/sentradio/ 
Access inspirational messaging anytime you need it by listening to Sent Radio, the 
online radio stream from Lutheran Hour Ministries.  Sent Radio broadcasts the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ worldwide twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week.  
Every hour, Sent Radio features sermons from The Lutheran Hour Speakers 
through the years, as well as scripture readings, hymns, and instrumentals.  
Morning Prayer and Evening Vespers can be heard each day at specific times. 
 

➢ DirecTV Channel 377 – Sundays at 8:30 a.m. Pacific Time – “Worship Anew” 
 

➢ http://KFUO.org  
Online radio (AM 850, St. Louis) with various Sunday worship experiences from 
around the St. Louis area. 

 
➢ KMJ (AM 580) The Lutheran Hour – Sunday mornings at 7:00 

 
➢ Sirius XM Channel 131 The Lutheran Hour – Sunday mornings at 7:00 

 
Some of the things we will be sharing with you in the near future: 
 

➢ More resources available to you while at home, including access to resources for 
young children 

 
➢ Information on how you can give your offerings securely online  

 
➢ Until then (and even afterwards), you may mail your offerings directly to Grace 

Lutheran Church, 1111 S. Conyer St., Visalia, CA 93277 
 

➢ Encouraging scriptures and brief thoughts growing out of them 
 

➢ Stories from/about God’s people at work during this new adventure 
 

➢ Updates about the status of first opportunities to again worship together inside 
the sanctuary. 
 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds faithful in 
Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Pastor Allen Steinbeck, Interim Pastor 
Grace Lutheran Church, Grace Christian School, and Growing in Grace Preschool 
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