
Hebrews 1:1-2                           Lenten Midweek 6; April 1, 2020 

 

“Cross Reference” 

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen 

 

 

O dearest Jesus, what law hast thou broken 

That such sharp sentence should on thee be spoken? 

Of what great crime hast thou to make confession, 

What dark transgression? 

 

Whence come these sorrows, whence this mortal anguish? 

It is my sins for which thou, Lord, must languish; 

Yea, all the wrath, the woe, thou dost inherit, 

This I do merit. 

 

What punishment so strange is suffered yonder! 

The Shepherd dies for sheep that loved to wander; 

The Master pays the debt his servants owe him, 

Who would not know him. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Old Testament:  Isaiah 53:6-10 (look up/read at home) 

 

The Epistle:  Hebrews 1:1-4 (look up/read at home) 

 

Speak, O Lord, your servant listens, 

Let your Word to me come near; 

Newborn life and spirit give me, 

Let each promise still my fear. 

Death’s dread pow’r, its inward strife, 

Wars against your Word of life; 

Fill me, Lord, with love’s strong fervor 

That I cling to you forever! 

 

The Gospel:  Luke 24:44-48 (look up/read at home) 

 

Oh, what blessing to be near you 

And to listen to your voice; 

Let me ever love and hear you, 

Let your Word be now my choice! 
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Many hardened sinners, Lord, 

Flee in terror at your Word; 

But to all who feel sin’s burden 

You give words of peace and pardon. 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

Hebrews 1:1-2 

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our 

fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken 

to us by his Son. 

 

“Cross Reference” 

 

When the verse above uses the words “in these last days,” 

Ø We are reminded that Jesus is coming back. 

o Speaking of the Last Day Jesus said,  

o “Concerning that day and hour no one knows, 

not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but 

the Father only.” (Matthew 24:36) 

§ No one says Jesus, “except the Father— 

§ But that hasn’t stopped anyone from 

thinking they can “figure it out.” 

§ Speculating/Promising/Warning 

• Writing books 

• Making movies 

• Predicting dates, even places— 

o Of Jesus’ return. 

 

We know for a fact that Jesus is coming back— 

Ø As he himself says. 

o He also says it will be 

o “At a day and hour no one knows.” 

§ Even though he fills in some details, 

§ People have gone overboard 

§ Trying to say something 

§ The Lord does not say. 

 

Considering this, 

Ø It might be easier for us to imagine, 

o Maybe even understand 

Ø The speculation and the expectations people had 

o About Jesus’ first coming— 



 3 
o They had centuries to think, 

§ Letting their minds wander 

§ And sometimes even settle in on 

• A picture in their own minds 

• Of what the promised 

o Messiah/Christ 

o Would “look like” 

o In their lives. 

• Hints, and even clear words 

• In Scripture 

§ But not one whole, complete, picture 

• All in one place . . . 

Ø The Messiah/Christ would be the One anointed 

o To “crush the serpent’s head” 

o The “Son of David,” 

§ Whose kingdom would “last forever” 

o At just the right time in history, 

o He’d be conceived by the Holy Spirit— 

§ Born of a woman, the Virgin Mary, 

§ And yet be the very Son of God— 

• Immanuel, 

• “God with us!” 

§ He’d be “the Lion of the tribe of Judah” 

§ His birth, announced by his own star. 

o He would be a Suffering Servant, 

§ Rejected, 

• Beaten, 

o And killed— 

• Like a Lamb led to slaughter 

§ “Uncomplaining forth,” 

o He did not open his mouth. 

 

So—what would the Messiah/Christ/Anointed One be? 

Ø A mighty lion, or a murdered lamb? 

o God’s people waited eagerly for him to come, 

o But they waited with some confusion. 

§ For centuries, as a people, 

§ They’d been trampled on by enemies; 

• Their temple destroyed; 

• A people in exile. 

§ Now, they’d returned to their homeland, 

§ The temple’s been rebuilt; 

o But, when Jesus did come, they are again 

o Occupied and ruled by a foreign power—Rome. 
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Ø It is no wonder so many people longed/hoped for 

o A mighty warrior king, 

§ Who’d drive out hated foreign armies 

§ And restore Israel as a nation 

• Just like in her “glory” days! 

 

“Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our 

fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken 

to us by his Son.” 

 

The Virgin-born Son of David came, 

Ø But not everyone welcomed him. 

o As we know, some rejected him. 

§ The Son God sent 

• May not have been the Savior 

they wanted and expected, 

• But he was exactly the Savior they 

needed. 

§ Jesus is the Savior we all need— 

o Because there were bigger enemies to be 

defeated: 

§ Sin, death, and the devil. 

o And there was only One 

Ø Capable of that battle: 

o God’s Son,  

o Mary’s Son, 

o Jesus Christ, our Lord! 

 

Sometimes today, too, 

Ø People would prefer a different kind of Savior— 

o Perhaps one who gave overflowing prosperity 

o Or guaranteed wealth— 

§ Perhaps after the events 

§ And reporting 

§ Of the last few weeks, 

o Some might want a “savior” who could restore 

§ Perfect health . . . 

• A “COVID-19” crushing “savior” 

§ But we all, throughout the whole world, 

o Have a much deadlier, a much more weighty, 

o A much more pressing need than that! 

Ø We need a Savior from our sin. 

o And that is exactly what we have in Jesus! 

o Remember clear words of angel to Joseph? 
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§ “You shall call his name Jesus, for he will 

save his people from their sins.” 

o Remember clear words of John the Baptizer? 

§ “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes 

away the sin of the world!” 

o How about those clear words of Jesus himself 

soon after his resurrection? 

§ “Everything written about me in the Law 

of Moses and the Prophets and the 

Psalms must be fulfilled.” 

§ “That the Christ should suffer, and on the 

third day rise from the dead, and that 

repentance and forgiveness of sins 

should be proclaimed in his name to all 

nations.” 

o Check out those Scriptures!! 

Ø Check the “cross references,” too! 

o Jesus is the Savior we need 

§ And by God’s grace have! 

o Jesus is the Savior the world needs. 

§ And God in his grace 

§ Trusts us to take his clear word to others! 

In the name of Jesus.  Amen. 

 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your 

hearts and minds faithful in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

 

We pray: 

Heavenly Father, in Holy Scripture we read your promises 

about the Messiah, the Anointed One, who would come to 

save us all.  Almighty God and Father, you spoke through the 

prophets; and now you have spoken to us through your Son. 

 

Heavenly Father, Jesus the Messiah came to defeat sin, death, 

and the devil for us.  He is the promised Lamb of God and Son 

of David.  Almighty God and Father, you spoke through the 

prophets; and now you have spoken to us through your Son. 

 

Heavenly Father, empower us by your Spirit to share the good 

news of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection.  Guide us, as we 

bring to a world lost in darkness, the message of repentance 

and life in Jesus’ name.  Almighty God and Father, you spoke 
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through the prophets; and now you have spoken to us 

through your Son.  Amen 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen 

 

Jesus!  Name of wondrous love, 

Name all other names above, 

Unto which must ev’ry knee 

Bow in deep humility. 

 

Jesus!  Only name that’s giv’n 

Under all the mighty heav’n 

Whereby those to sin enslaved 

Burst their fetters and are saved. 

 

Jesus!  Name of wonderous love, 

Human name of God above; 

Pleading only this, we flee 

Helpless, O our God to thee. 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you.   

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  Amen 

 

 


