
1 Corinthians 1:18               Lenten Midweek 5; March 25, 2020 

 

“Cross Word” 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

 

In the cross of Christ I glory, 

Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time. 

All the light of sacred story 

Gathers round its head sublime. 

 

When the woes of life o’ertake me, 

Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 

Never shall the cross forsake me; 

Lo, it glows with peace and joy. 

 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure 

By the cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, 

Joys that through all time abide. 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Corinthians 1:18 

For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, 

but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 

 

Think about power. 

Ø Think about people in power in the world today. 

o Who comes to mind? 

§ The President of the United States? 

§ A businessman? 

§ A a technological genius or inventor 

• Worth billions? 

o Maybe you’re picturing 

§ A tyrant. 

§ A foreign dictator 

• Ruling his own people by fear, 

• Threatening neighboring nations 

constantly. 

Ø All of these people represent real power in our world. 
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But tonight, we are talking about a different kind of power. 

Ø Recognize this? J 

 

 

You and I know what this cross represents— 

Ø To us—in these days—probably more 

o Than we ever thought possible, 

§ Even one week ago. 

 

We know, as the Apostle Paul says,  

Ø “The cross is the power of God.” 

o We know the story behind the cross. 

§ It represents the power of God 

§ In accomplishing our salvation 

§ Through the death of Jesus Christ. 

o We know what it represents for us in our lives, 

§ But much of the world does not know. 

o The unbelieving world does not know the story, 

§ Or perhaps they have chosen 

• Not to take the words of its story 

to heart— 

• Along with all it represents. 

§ Because to them, as Paul says, 

o “It is folly.” 

§ Foolishness. 

§ A stumbling block. 
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§ A historical fact that must be ignored, 

§ Or at least explained away. 

 

When people ignore or try to explain away the cross, 

Ø They attempt to try to rob the cross of its power. 

o They offer all sorts of theories about 

o The cross and what it means. 

§ Some suggest Jesus didn’t die on the 

cross at all— 

• But that someone who looked like 

him (maybe Judas, or another 

disciple) took his place. 

§ Others admit that Jesus really died, 

• But not because he was the 

Redeemer, 

• Rather, only because he rebelled 

against the power of Caesar and 

the Roman Empire. 

§ Others push the thought that the only 

“powerful” thing about Jesus’ cross 

• Is that there, as he suffered, 

• He showed solidarity  

• With others who suffer— 

• The poor and the powerless. 

• “Love conquers power” would be 

their message; nothing else. 

§ Others, perhaps even Christians at times, 

• May be “offended” at the thought 

o That God would really 

require 

o The bloody sacrifice of his 

own Son. 

• That, to some, is terribly outdated 

thinking. 

§ Still others, may think the word of the 

cross is folly, foolishness, 

• Because they cannot imagine 

• That this one decisive act in 

history 

• Can be sufficient  

• To atone for the sins of the whole 

world. 

o How could the death of one 

man save anyone else? 
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But the Apostle Paul is not afraid to challenge any of this! 

Ø “Where is the debater of this age?” he asks. 

Ø “Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?” 

 

All the wisdom of the world 

Ø Cannot figure out or make sense of 

o What God has done for us in Jesus Christ. 

Ø Through the prophet Isaiah God said, 

o “My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are 

your ways my ways.” 

§ God does not do things the way we 

would. 

§ He does not do things the way we think 

he should. 

• Nevertheless,  

o He does what he does. 

o He says what he says. 

• He sends out Jesus—his Son— 

§ The Word made flesh. 

§ And—in his flesh— 

o He accomplished the purpose 

Ø And carried out the plan of his Father! 

To those who do not believe, 

Ø It may be just folly—foolishness— 

o That the Son of God should become a baby, 

§ Sent into the “breeding grounds,” 

• Or, more currently, 

• The “nidus”  

§ Of a sinful world. 

o And, even more than that, 

Ø It may be extreme folly—foolishness— 

o That the Baby, 

§ The Child, 

• Should grow up and die. 

o On a cross. 

§ Yes, even a cross! 

 

But this word of the cross, 

Ø To us, 

o Those who are being saved, 

§ The word of the cross  

• Is the power of God. 

§ The word of the cross  

• Is a saving word. 
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§ We preach Christ crucified. 

§ And yes, his was a sacrifice of blood. 

• “The Lamb of God who takes away 

the sin of the world.” 

 

The One who went to this extent to save us from our sin, 

Ø Will not forget us amidst the other cares of life— 

o Even though that is sometimes hard to believe. 

§ Take the Apostle Paul as an example. 

• He learned through struggle— 

• That God’s power is made perfect 

in our weakness. 

§ Remember when Paul asked God to 

remove his “thorn in the flesh,” 

• (Some physical ailment from 

which he suffered) 

§ God did not heal him. 

• He told Paul, “My grace is 

sufficient for you, for my power is 

made perfect in weakness.” 

§ Grace, in suffering. 

§ Power, made perfect in weakness. 

o God’s thoughts are not our thoughts. 

o God’s ways are not our ways. 

Ø But his ways are good. 

Ø His thoughts are always in our best interest . . . 

 

Just take “a look” at the cross, 

Ø And “a listen” to his purpose and plan there . . . 

o “It is finished.” 

§ Yes . . . and, off in the distance, 

• The empty tomb. 

 

In the name of Jesus.  Amen. 

 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your 

hearts and minds faithful in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting.  

Amen. 
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Jesus, refuge of the weary, 

Blest Redeemer, whom we love, 

Fountain in life’s desert dreary, 

Savior from the world above: 

Often have your eyes, offended, 

Gazed upon the sinner’s fall; 

Yet upon the cross extended, 

You have borne the pain of all. 

 

Jesus, may our hearts be burning 

With more fervent love for you; 

May our eyes be ever turning 

To behold your cross anew 

Till in glory, parted never 

From the blessed Savior’s side, 

Graven in our hearts forever, 

Dwell the cross, the Crucified. 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures of which 

we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through 

perils unknown.  Give us faith to go out with good courage, 

not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading 

us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

On my heart imprint your image, 

Blessed Jesus, King of grace, 

That life’s riches, cares and pleasures 

Never may your work erase; 

Let the clear inscription be: 

Jesus, crucified for me, 

Is my life, my hope’s foundation, 

And my glory and salvation! 

 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine upon you  

and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you his peace. 


