
John 9:2-3                                                 Lent 4 A; March 22, 

2020 

 

“Opportunities to Display God’s Work Abound!” 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  Amen. 

 

John 9:2-3 

“Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this 

happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life.” 

 

“Opportunities to Display God’s Work Abound!” 

 

Question for you: 

 Do you ever ask:  “Why?” 

o “Why, God, this?” 

o “Why, God, now?” 

 “Why?!!” 

 

Jesus’ disciples are asking that today. 

 “Why was (pointing to him) This man born blind?” 

o “Tell us, so we can figure it out!” 

 

My favorite professor at the Seminary (Dr. Nagel) once said: 

 “It is one thing to talk about God’s hand working in history.  

It is quite another to say which direction his finger 

happens to be pointing at any one time.” 

o Let’s hear that again . . . (repeat) 

 

This is very helpful to us today: 

 The disciples want to know which way God’s finger is 

pointing (every detail). 

o Jesus says, “Trust that God is working here.” 

 “Here is an opportunity!” 

 “In this blind man’s life, God will put his 

work on display for all to see!” 

o In other words, “Leave it to God to know where he 

is pointing his finger at any one time.” 

 “What can be said for sure, is that God is at work doing his 

thing here and now—just like he always does.” 

o Some, who think they see 

o And brag that they see, 

 Will blindly stumble about 

 While God does his work and puts it 

on display. 

 And, at the same time, by God’s grace: 
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o Many who have not before seen Jesus, 

 Will see Jesus clearly. 

Opportunities to Display God’s Work Abound! 

 

I am SO VERY EXCITED at THIS time in HISTORY! 

 Not excited that some people are sick— 

 Not excited that some have died— 

 Not excited about hoarding or panic or fear— 

o No! 

o Not at all! 

 My excitement lies in a much bigger picture, 

o Which the favorite hymn sums up well: 

 

His oath, His covenant, His blood 

Sustain me in the raging flood; 

When all supports are washed away, 

He then is all my hope and stay. 

On Christ, the Solid Rock, I stand; 

All other ground is sinking sand. 

 

What I AM excited about is THIS: 

 God is working in history! 

o “Why this?” 

o “Why now?” 

 I don’t know. 

 I don’t care. 

o The truth is:  God is working! 

 At a time when so many are feeling, 

 Or at least fearful— 

 Of every other support 

 Being washed away, 

o “Ev’ry earthly prop 

o Giving way,” 

 God is working! 

 He IS doing HIS thing! 

 More people are more open 

 To watching out for “sinking sand.” 

o More people are blindly groping about 

o Searching for a Solid Rock on which to stand. 

 God IS WORKING in history! 

o Opportunities to Display God’s Work Abound! 
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William Barclay, the commentator, writes: 

 

Affliction, sorrow, pain, disappointment, [and] loss always 

are opportunities for displaying God’s grace. 

 

When trouble and disaster fall upon a man who does not 

know God, that man may well collapse; but when they fall 

upon a man who walks with God, they bring out the 

strength and the beauty, and the endurance and the 

nobility, which are within a man’s heart when God is there. 

 

It is when life hits us a terrible blow that we can show the 

world how a Christian can live, and, if need be, die.  Any 

kind of suffering is an opportunity to demonstrate the 

glory of God in our own lives.   

 

By helping those who are in trouble or in pain, we can 

demonstrate to others the glory of God.  Frank Laubach 

has the great thought that when Christ, who is the Way, 

enters into us “we become part of the Way.  God’s 

highway runs straight through us.”  When we spend 

ourselves to help those in trouble, in distress, in pain, in 

sorrow, in affliction, God is using us as the highway by 

which he sends his help into the lives of his people.  To 

help a fellow-man in need is to manifest the glory of God, 

for it is to show what God is like. 

 

I don’t need to tell you about 

 Trouble, distress, pain, sorrow, or affliction— 

o All of us have had our own experiences. 

 Some of us live with the ache 

 Of observing loved ones, 

o As they experience 

o Disappointment and loss. 

 

Took the time, last Wednesday afternoon, 

 To walk out of the office, 

o Across the corner of the parking lot, 

 Past part of the soccer field, 

 Through one of the Growing in Grace 

 Preschool gates— 

 Sandy, Dianne, and Jenny went with me 

 To be with Renee, the Director of 

our Preschool 

o As we said “goodbye” to 

some of our hourly workers 
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o A move brought on by this 

widespread “affliction” 

o That is NO fault of theirs. 

 We talked 

 We prayed 

 We cried 

 (We wanted to hug) 

o And then we parted ways. 

o Our Grace Lutheran Council, 

 The evening before, in an Emergency 

meeting, 

 (Yes, properly “socially distanced”) 

o Voted to take care of these hourly workers 

 Through the end of the month of March. 

 

Some questions . . . 

 “Where is that money going to come from?” 

 “What happens to these workers at the end of March?” 

 “Where do they get their next paycheck?” 

o “How do they pay rent?” 

o “How do they buy food?” 

o “How do they provide for their families?” 

 Many questions. 

 Some, we may also be asking  

o For ourselves— 

 Our rent? 

 Our food? 

 Our families? 

o Tough stuff! 

 And those other questions, too: 

 “Why, God, this?” 

 “Why, God, now?” 

 “Why?!!” 

 

We don’t know. 

 We can’t say which way God’s finger is pointing. 

o But, in the big picture according to Jesus, 

 We DO know and see and believe that: 

o God IS WORKING in HISTORY! 

 He is doing HIS thing 

 Right HERE 

 Right NOW 

 And therefore, 

o Opportunities to Display God’s Work Abound! 
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What does that look like 

 For our Growing in Grace Preschool? 

o I don’t know. 

o It hasn’t happened yet, 

 So we can’t look back on it and say. 

o But I do know how it has begun: 

o Our elected leaders voted to pay our hourly 

workers for the rest of this month. 

 That’s a start. 

 But that’s only a start. 

o We all need to be thinking/praying on this. 

 As you do this, please take into full consideration that  

o Of the children these workers serve, 

 About 85% of the children 

 Hear of Jesus nowhere else; ONLY HERE. 

 Growing in Grace Preschool 

 Is Jesus to them—all of them— 

o AND the families 

o They take Jesus home to! 

 106 children 

 In 99 families 

o We can only guesstimate the 

number of people  

 Our Preschool’s hourly workers 

 Touch with the good news of Jesus! 

o Considering this and thinking about it like this, 

 Jesus has brought the mission field 

 Right here to us on our campus! 

 Those hourly workers are missionaries! 

o Considering this and thinking about it like this, 

 Opportunities to Display God’s Work Abound! 

o I am convinced there is MORE we can do 

o What WILL WE, as Grace Congregation do? 

 I don’t know. 

 We will have to wait and see. 

o What I DO KNOW is this: 

 Opportunities to Display God’s Work Abound! 

Knowing this, seeing this, fully believing this, 

 My wife Lisa and I have been talking lately . . . 

o (Actually, we’ve been talking for 29 years ) 

o But lately, more Grace-focused: 

 Growing in Grace Preschool 

 Grace Christian School 

 Grace Lutheran Church 

 ALL TOGETHER as ONE. 

o Grace-focused talking; 
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o Some of our conversation 

summed up for you here: 

 

By early April, our membership will officially be transferred 

from Peace, Arroyo Grande, to Grace, Visalia.  At that time, 

we will begin at least a tithe at Grace for all of the Lord’s 

work there. 

 

Since Allen finished his work in the vineyard after harvest 

in November, he has been paying for health insurance 

through Cal-COBRA ($1,439.35 per month).  Since his 

Grace-coverage kicks in April 1, after a 60-day waiting 

period, how about this?  Because there is special need 

NOW, how about BEFORE our tithe at Grace begins, we 

give to the Lord at Grace the amount that Cal-COBRA 

would have cost us in April.  Yes!  By God’s grace we can 

do this!  Allen will deliver that offering to the office early 

Tuesday morning.   

 

(By the way, Allen likes zeros, as long as long as there is a 

larger number to their left—makes adding easier, so we 

will round up.) 

 

This is not about “tooting [our] own horn,” 

 As a friend and co-worker in the kingdom put it to me 

early this morning,  

o “It’s really about the way you can visibly see the 

Holy Spirit working through [our families].” 

 

I am SO VERY EXCITED at THIS time in HISTORY! 

 Not excited about sickness 

 Not excited about death 

 Not excited about hoarding or panic or fear— 

o No! 

o Not at all! 

 My excitement lies in the much bigger picture! 

o I AM excited that God IS WORKING in history! 

 He always does— 

 His things! 

 His way! 

 We DON’T know the details; 

 But we DO know 

 That he has graced us to be part of 

the Way! 

 God’s highway runs straight through 

us! 
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 I am SO VERY EXCITED 

 To watch him do His things.  

 His way. 

 I know and believe 

 And we’ve ALREADY BEEN blessed to SEE 

 Our God display his work 

o Through his people! 

 

Yes, Opportunities . . . Abound! 

 

In the name of Jesus.  Amen. 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your 

hearts and minds faithful in Christ Jesus, unto life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

Following, is a prayer written by my Seminary president: 

 

Dear Father in heaven, You have promised to be with us always 

with Your comfort, strength, peace, and protection.  We thank 

and praise You for Your goodness and mercy.  We humbly come 

before You during this time of national and international distress, 

asking You to curb the advance of this virus that has already 

attacked thousands.  Be with those here in our community and 

around the world who are doing what is humanly possible to stop 

its devastating advance; yet we know that no remedy, measure, 

or treatment will be effective without Your blessing.  Therefore, 

we ask You to bless all those efforts.  And grant us peace, courage, 

and strength of faith, so that we are continually confident of Your 

love and goodness.  We know that Your ways are not our ways, 

that Your ways are always best, and so we entrust ourselves, our 

loved ones, and this current situation into Your hands, trusting in 

Your mercy.  In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 


