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Grace to You
“Brought together by grace” - Titus 3:4a

Our Mission:
Sharing the love of Jesus with all peoples.
Providing opportunities and resources
to bring people into a responsible relationship
with Jesus and His Church.
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JOIN US FOR

WORSHIP
ONLINE!
Grace Lutheran Church, Visalia YouTube
Like, Comment & Subscribe to our channel!
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May/June, 2020
Dear People of God at Grace,
During these crazy, uncertain, and perhaps scary !mes within which so many “reports” change from moment to moment, I share with you some One and something that changes not.
Our Lord Jesus, in John chapter 15 verse 5 says: “I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in
me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.”
Our Lord Jesus remains the same. His words do not change. They are true no ma@er what else is or isn’t.
It is with this in mind, that I thought you might enjoy a li@le bit of a “ﬁeld trip” among the vines of my
family’s Paso Robles vineyard. Each photo will picture vines of the Cabernet Sauvignon variety.

The vines pictured here are
toward the end of their annual
life-cycle. Beau!ful fruit has
again been harvested. Leaves
are crunchy due to fall frost.
As the ground temperature
decreases, the vines will soon
“sleep” for the winter.

Toward the end of the winter
season, as pictured below, the
vines are heavily pruned to
make way for the coming crop.
I ﬁnd it very interes!ng that the
word used for “pruning” in the
Gospel of John and also be
translated
“posi!oning.”
“Pruning” not only makes way
for the coming crop, but this
“posi!oning” also sets each
vine up to succeed; to grow the
best fruit and the best crop possible.
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As you can also see in the previous picture, aGer having been pruned/posi!oned, the vines look bare; even
“dead.” This photo reminds me a bit of Good Friday. Shadows. Darkness. Nothing pre@y about it. You
may even be able to see the shape of a cross (part of the trellis-system right in the center of the photo).
And, contrary to what the eye can see, life is about to awaken.

Life-signs appear slowly at first.
Perhaps you can see shiny spots
in this next photo. These are
droplets of sap that begin to
seep from the wound suffered
during the heavy pruning. The
drops of sap “shine” as they
catch sunlight. Life begins to be
visible, but you still have to look
closely to “see” it.

The life-signs become more and
more visible.
The vine is
beginning to “wake up.” The
vine’s “life-blood” or “sap” is
beginning to pump through the
vine, as evidenced by the drips
you can clearly see in an
“up-close and personal” look in
this photo.
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Very soon, buds begin to soften
and then swell and then, burst
open. At this point, life is apparent everywhere.

Again, take a closer look at the
miracle of life in the vineyard.

Grace Lutheran Church, Grace Christian School
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From here on out, life is visible
everywhere. The vines experience rapid luscious green
growth.

Fruit-forms unfold, develop, and
blossom.

Grace Lutheran Church, Grace Christian School

Grapes themselves, and clusters
appear.

Fruit develops. Fruit ripens. Harvest follows. Then, all over again, the whole process.
For us as God’s people, his church, these thoughts for now:
→
→
→
→
→
→

Our life in Christ is a process
There are life-cycles
Pruning takes place at the hands of our loving heavenly Father
Life is ours in Christ, the Vine (even if life-signs may not seem apparent)
He lives in us
He posi!ons us to bear his fruit in his !me

Blessings to you—as you abide and remain in Christ Jesus!

Pastor Allen
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Hello Members and Friends of Grace,

Who could have imagined a couple of months ago that our !me apart due to the COVID-19 pandemic
would last so long? Like so many others, I thought that if we just hunkered down for two or so weeks, then
we could all return to normal…how diﬀerent things have turned out from what we an!cipated!
It seems that in almost all my personal interac!ons with people, some in person (with proper social
distancing of course), and others via phone or video messaging, we are having conversa!ons about risk.
Now, risk is a favorite topic of mine; it sounds odd, I know, but allow me to explain why. Without taking
risks, there can rarely be rewards; without stressing ourselves in mind, body, or spirit, it is diﬃcult to grow.
If you don’t exercise, it’s more diﬃcult to stay healthy. If you do not study, you won’t learn anything.
You can’t absorb knowledge via osmosis! If you do not
expose yourself to germs, then your immune system can’t
ﬁght oﬀ infec!on as readily as it would if it was more
consistently “stressed” by baseline exposure.
Some of us have various reasons why certain risks are more
concerning than others, and we should each do what we
must to make reasonable accommoda!ons to protect
ourselves and our families from unnecessary risk. But the
point I am making is that fundamentally at some point people
need to weigh risk with reward or cost with beneﬁt. We must
face our own mortality and not give in to fear. God gives us
fear to protect ourselves from the many things that could
harm us in our day-to-day lives, but fear should not be
allowed to control us. This scripture from 2 Timothy 1:7
comes to mind: “For God gave us a spirit not of fear but of
power and love and self-control.”

at s
ep i t
pe p e eed t
weigh ris with
reward r c st with
be efit We ust
face ur w
rta ity a d
t
give i t fear ”

When you get in your car and drive to the pharmacy or grocery store, there is a real risk that you could be
in an accident. When you invest money in the stock market you are exposing yourself to the possibility of
losing hard-earned money. When you tell that special boy or girl that you love them, you are taking a risk
that they won’t feel the same. When you reach out to a neighbor and invite them to come to your
backyard VBS Bible study during the COVID-19 church closure, you risk being uncomfortable or rejected.
When you give your !the to the church when the whole world tells you that you are crazy to not horde
your money in the middle of a pandemic, you are taking a risk. But in each of these examples, if you are
being deliberate (which you should), you are taking calculated risks, and you are exercising your faith. Not
a blind faith, but one you act out in the certainty of Christ’s death and resurrec!on. You are doing all you
can, while also giving all your fears and anxie!es over to God. Romans 8:31-32 tells us: “What then shall
we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave
him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?”
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Stepping out in faith is a risky business! It makes you vulnerable. However, the Lord oGen
blesses our acts of faith, and always is there with us. I have been simply blown away by the
generosity we have seen in people’s giving the last couple of months at Grace. The Lord and
his people are truly stepping up to face the diﬃcult !mes we ﬁnd ourselves in with the church
and preschool closures. Thank you from the bo@om of my heart for your steadfast faith and
generosity.
All of God’s crea!on, at least on this side of Heaven, requires death for new life, stress to
cause growth, risk for reward. A tree had to die so that the Son of God could hang upon it and
die for our sins, so that we may have new life and be graGed into God’s family tree through
his Son, Jesus. Thank you to all of you that exercise your faith daily, praying fervently, giving,
and caring for your fellow man wherever you may be while we are apart. Throughout this
pandemic, and all throughout history, God is calling his people to ac!on, calling us to take
some risks, and step out in faith so that we may all grow to be more like Jesus.
I am hopeful that we will be seeing each other again soon, and a joyous reunion it will be to
worship and commune as a church once again. It will truly be a foretaste of the feast to come
in heaven one day. As we prepare to come together again, I ask that you con!nue to pray for
our church, school, and preschool. Pray that God’s passion for his people incites us to ac!on.
We are truly God’s hands and feet and are needed more than ever. Ma@hew 28:19 says, “Go
therefore and make disciples of all na$ons, bap$zing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” Each of you is giGed; so give, volunteer, teach—par!cipate in
the mission. What Grace Lutheran needs more than ever is God’s people on ﬁre for the world,
for his people, for his bride, the Church!

Your Brother in Christ,

David Shoenhair
Stewardship Chair
Grace Lutheran Church
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Happy Birthday Alice!
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Grace Lutheran Church member, Alice Melden,
th
will be celebrating her 99 Birthday in June!
Since this is a monumental birthday, I was given permission by Alice to write an article and post her
photo in the Newsletter. I’m sure our members will enjoy hearing about her memories, especially
those about growing up in Germany:
Alice was born in Berlin, Germany in 1921 and immigrated to America in 1946. She has been a member of Grace for 20 years and is our oldest member. For many years, Alice has been unable to attend
church services and other events. However, she looks forward to the Elders and Pastor bringing
communion to her. Many years ago, when George was an Elder, I would accompany him and help
out by reading the prayers. When George’s Elder term ended, I continued to visit Alice on a regular
basis. She always has coffee and cookies or pastries prepared when I arrive. Her son and two
grandsons, who still live in Germany, send her German treats that she shares with me. Our conversations are always enjoyable and we cover many different topics.
Two memories in particular stood out in her mind were:
Celebrating Christmas in Germany
Alice remembers the beauty of real candles on their Christmas tree. Her mother was always busy
baking before Christmas and she remembers the wonderful variety of delicious cookies and cakes
made for the family. Alice’s uncle came to the house dressed as Kris Kringle, the German version of
Santa Claus. Anticipating his visit, she knew he was coming with presents just for her. However,
before he gave them to her there were questions to answer: “Have you been a good girl?” and “How
is school?” After she answered the questions, he would give her presents. As any child at Christmas,
she excitedly opened the presents as soon as he left. She also remembers going to the Lutheran
church in Berlin.
The 1936 Summer Olympic Games in Berlin, Germany
Alice remembers being part of the Olympic Opening Ceremonies. She and hundreds of other school
girls practiced their callisthenic routines to get them in perfect unison before performing them to
the thousands of people attending the opening ceremonies.
Let’s shower Alice with many “Birthday Blessings” of cards
celebrating this amazing milestone. Check your “Directory of
God’s people at Grace” for her address or phone the church of<ice
734-7694. Thank you.
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Gree!ngs members of Grace,
Our LWML District Conven!on which was scheduled for June 17-21 at The Nugget, in Sparks Nevada has
been cancelled. However, it will be held at the same venue in June 2022. The delegates from each Zone
in our District who were going to a@end the conven!on to vote on the proposed Mission Grants will s!ll
be vo!ng. A copy of the proposed grants was sent to all the LWML gals & LWML Servant Group gals here
at Grace. I, as the delegate, have received their votes. They have been tabulated and I will use those results when the ballot is received electronically via email. The Mission Grants receiving the highest votes
will be the ones chosen that we will help fund with our mite money over the next 2 years. As soon as I
receive the new list of the Mission Grants for 2020-2022 the informa!on will be published in the "Grace
to You" Newsle@er. Thank you for your con!nuing support.
Sadly, due to the Pandemic our LWML mee!ngs for April & May besides our annual Mother's Day Tea
were also cancelled. The board will meet hopefully in August to plan for the next season, which includes
our annual Bou!que in October. Many gals are making craGs at home and hopefully the Mary/Martha
CraG Group will be able to meet again when it is safe to do so. We will keep you posted when the LWML
mee!ngs and events resume.
Serving the Lord with Gladness,

Carole Sell
Grace LWML President

WE CHOOSE TO WORSHIP
Join us this year for a unique at-home VBS experience!
Buy a VBS t-shirt and support the mission efforts
of Grace Lutheran Church!
https://www.customink.com/fundraising/grace-lutheran-visaliamissions?side=front&type=1&zoom=false

All funds raised will go directly to Grace Lutheran Church!
Email info@gracevisalia.org or call (559) 734-7694 to receive your VBS packet!
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“Let the WORD of Christ dwell in you
richly… with gratitude in your
hearts to God.” Colossians 3:16 (NIV)

Grace Christian School
EAGLE EXPRESS
May & June 2020

We are so blessed to have an amazing staff of dedicated teachers!
The teachers of Grace Christian School are hosting daily online classes with amazing and creative distance learning for their students. The teachers and staff are determined to finish the 2019-2020 school year victoriously! Our emphasis remains
the same, whether students are learning in the classroom on campus or through
distance learning online: We want to provide an environment for students to
achieve success now, so they will have a firm foundation to be successful in the future.
Allowing the students to fall behind and experience an academic slide for the last
10 weeks of the school year was not an option. That is why within 4 days of the decision to close the campus down because of the COVID-19 Pandemic the dedicated staff of the teachers we were up and running with on-line classes. When the
2020-2021 school year begins the students of Grace Christian School will continue
to soar ahead.
Joy in Jesus,

Miss Sandy Eitel, Principal

Check out Grace Chris an School Visalia
on
YouTube
Eﬀec!ve Tuesday, April 21 Pastor Allen and Miss Sandy
posted the ﬁrst chapel, and virtual ﬁeld trip on YouTube.

Grace Lutheran Church, Grace Christian School
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FREE Academic Resources
Grace Christian School and Growing in Grace Preschool subscribe to an
annual service allowing students to gain access to a vast online “library” of
information, learning games, books etc.
Tulare County Office of Education - ERS (Education Resource Service)
Site:

kids.erslibrary.org

Username:

grace.student

Password:

brain

When the 2020-2021 school year begins the students of
Grace Christian School will continue to soar ahead.
Due to the shelter in place and social distancing order we cannot provide a tour of the
facility or a visit to a classroom & meeting the teacher. However, I am glad to answer
questions and to share about Grace Christian School.
Ask me …
about the amazing teaching staff.
about field trips and hands on learning.
about the amazing performing art opportunities.
how the students are supported and challenged to learn.
how Grace continued online education for
Kindergarten – 8th Grade students during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

As in previous years, the 3rd Trimester Report Cards
will be mailed and /or emailed
out by Tuesday, June 9.
The Iowa Basic Achievement Assessments that
normally take place early – mid May are postponed until the 2020-2021 School year.

Grace Lutheran Church, Grace Christian School
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Due to the current COVID-19 shelter in place and social distancing orders the end of the
school year celebra ons will look a bit diﬀerent.

What will it look like?
We are working on crea ve op ons and will inform you when more
informa on is available.
This is what was scheduled:
AWARDS CHAPEL
Thursday, May 28 AM
Kindergarten through Seventh Grade Students: A@endance Awards
Fourth – Seventh Grade 3rd Trimester Academic Awards
SIXTH GRADE PROMOTION

EIGHTH GRADE GRADUATION

Thursday, May 28 PM

Thursday, May 28 PM

*Presenta!on and special acknowledgement

*A@endance Awards / Academic Awards / Slide show

KINDERGARTEN PROMOTION
Friday, May 29 AM

May & June Birthdays
Grace Christian School:
MAY - Jared H, Nick L, Noah M, Levi E
JUNE - Emily M, Harrison T, Preston M, Austin M, Jillian M, Brooklyn E, Wyatt S,
Isabel S, Isabella N, Sarah H, Emma E, Jaymee M, Peyton E
Growing in Grace Preschool:
MAY - Mason D, Allan U
JUNE - Levi B, Ava G, Evelyn G, Olivia H, Preston M, Jasmin M, Ariel C,
Zachary M, Zander A, Josie A, Naya C, Sutter F, Kate M, Sadie S, Nasee S

Grace Lutheran Church, Grace Christian School
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Thank You to all who are serving Our Community:
First Responders, Healthcare Workers,
Grocery Store Workers, Postal Service, Restaurant Staﬀ,
Truck Drivers & All Teachers!
We also want to thank all of our volunteers who continue to care for
the church grounds during closure.
Please Remember in Prayer
Those who are Serving in Our Military:

P Sell, E Holm, M Merritt, T Bertel,
S Ficken, T Henneman
Please help keep this section updated. If you know members or relatives of members currently
serving in the military, please contact the office (559) 734-7694 . Thank you!

We would like to thank the many church members and neighborhood merchants
who are generously suppor!ng our newsle@er with their adver!sing message. We
ask that you regularly patronize these businesses whose faith in this medium of
adver!sing make this publica!on possible at no cost to our church. Please give
them considera!on whenever you can, and let them know where you saw their
ad. If you have a business and desire to reach your church families with your
message, please contact C&M Publica!ons directly at (951)776-0601.
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Time Sensitive Material

Return Service Requested

Check us out at Grace Lutheran Church, Visalia YouTube
Listen to The Lutheran Hour: Sundays @ 7a.m. on KMJ AM 580

MAY & JUNE OFFICE HOURS
Mon - Fri, 7:30AM – 4PM
Please continue to pray for our Shut-ins, First Responders, Healthcare
Workers, Members of our Armed Forces, and Essential Business Workers.
If you have a prayer request or would like to be added to our prayer chain, please contact our
church office: (559) 734-7694 or email info@gracevisalia.org

